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BY  H.  S.  FOUNTAIN,  M.  D. ,  BRYAN,  TEXAS. 


TT  IS  WITH  no  little  hesitancy  that  I  write  upon  this  subject,. 

as  it  is  one  which  has  been  discussed  by  the  leading  physi- 
cians of  the  world  for  centuries;  but  the  comparatively  unsettled 
state  of  our  knowledge  concerning  the  disease,  and  my  exper- 
ience in  regard  to  its  treatment,  justify  me  in  bringing  it  once 
more  before  the  profession. 

Toward  the  end  of  pregnancy,  during  labor,  and  [after  labor, 
women  sometimes  suffer  from  severe  convulsions,  (about  one  in 
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every  250  or  300  cases  of  labor,  in  this  country)  and  many  cases 
of  the  severer  form  of  the  disease  die.  Primigravidae,  and  com- 
paratively young  pregnant  women,  are  most  prone  to  suffer. 
The  prognosis  is  graver  the  earlier  in  pregnancy,  or  labor,  the 
attacks  occur,  and  the  more  prolonged  the  efforts  of  labor  with- 
out delivery.  Frequent  and  severe  convulsions,  profound  and 
prolonged  intervening  coma,  scanty  urine,  a  great  quantity  of 
albumen;  and  a  very  high  temperature,  plainly  foretell  the  grave 
prognosis,  and  vice  versa.  Charpentier's  statistics  show  a  dread- 
ful mortality  of  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent,  of  cases. 

Puerperal  eclampsia  is  more  serious  if  it  occur  before  or  during 
labor,  and  the  presence  of  cardiac,  or  pulmonary  complications, 
render  the  prognosis  still  more  serious. 

Death  occasionally  occurs  from  rapid  asphyxia,  others  die  of 
the  intense  cerebral  congestion,  or  apoplexy;  but  the  majority 
die  from  ''slow  asphyxia,"  due  to  the  action  of  the  matey ies 
mo?  bi  on  the  special  center  of  respiration.  Eclamptics  are  more 
liable  to  post  partum  hemorrhage,  and  other  complications  of  the 
puerperal  state,  hence  death  may  result,  in  some  instances,  from 
these  causes.  The  majority  of  those  who  escape  death  from  the 
disease,  entirely  recover;  though  in  others,  where  an  acute 
nephritis  has  developed,  the  local  condition  may  continue,  as- 
suming a  chronic  form,  and  run  through  the  ordinary  course  of 
Bright' s  disease.  However,  the  amount  of  albumen  contained 
in  the  urine  after  recovery  from  the  puerperal  state,  may  ma- 
terially lessen.  Puerperal  paralysis,  and  puerperal  mania,  are 
occasional  sequels  of  eclamptic  convulsions.  The  examination 
of  the  brain  and  its  coverings,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  re- 
veals intense  engorgement,  and  frequently  apoplectic  clots;  while 
in  others  there  is  anaemia,  with  serous  effusion,  the  lungs  are 
congested  and  cedematous,  and  emphysematous,  the  blood  is 
very  dark  and  grumous,  almost  too  thick  to  flow,  showing 
marked  deficiency  of  its  watery  principles,  and  great  accumula- 
tion of  carbonic  acid. 

Many  theories  have  been  advanced  as  to  the  cause  of  puer- 
peral eclampsia,  but  thus  far  no  one  seems  to  account  for  all  the 
phenomena  which  are  developed  in  this  disease.      The  older 
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British  and  American  writers,  held  that  it  was  due  to  cerebro- 
spinal congestion.  Tyler  Smith  says  it  is  a  neurosis,  due  to  an 
''excited  condition  of  an  important  class  of  incident  nerves, 
namely,  those  passing  from  the  uterine  organs  to  the  spinal 
center,  such  excitement  depending  on  pregnancy,  labor,  or  the 
puerperal  state.  While  the  spinal  marrow  remains  under  the  in- 
fluence of  either  of  this  stimuli,  convulsions  may  arise  from  two 
series  of  causes, —those  acting  primarily  on  the  spinal  marrow, 
or  centric  causes,  and,  secondly,  those  affecting  the  extremities 
of  its  incident  nerves, — causes  of  eccentric,  or  peripheral  origin." 

While  it  is  generally  known  that  mechanical  or  nervous  irrita- 
tion of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  in  a  very  few  cases,  may 
assist  in  producing  a  convulsion,  it  cannot  be  acknowledged,  or 
proven,  to  be  the  primary  cause  of  uraemic  convulsions.  The 
view  which  is  most  generally  accepted  is,  that  puerperal  eclamp- 
sia results  from  the  retention  in  the  blood  of  various  excrementi- 
tious  products,  which  are  normally  eliminated  by  the  kidneys, 
and  causes  a  poisoning  of  the  blood,  rendering  it  unfit  to  act  as  a 
normal  stimulus  of  the  various  nerve  centres. 

Dr.  Tyson  says,  "the  majority  of  cases  of  puerperal  eclampsia, 
associated  with  albuminuria,  are  due  to  acute  nephritis."  And 
he  says  further,  "Bright's  disease,  which  I  believe  to  underlie 
the  large  majority  of  serious  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions, 
may  either  be  present  at  the  time  the  woman  becomes  preg- 
nant, or  may  be  acquired  during  the  pregnancy." 

Admitting  that  Tyson's  theory  is  correct,  what  are  the  poisons 
which  cause  such  distressing  phenomena  as  are  witnessed  in  a 
convulsive  attack?  The  theory  that  uraemia  is  the  cause  of  the 
disease,  is  no  longer  tenable,  and  I  believe  justly  so,  for  there 
are  other  diseases,  (cholera,  for  instance,)  in  which  the  blood  is 
loaded  with  urea,  and  yet  no  uraemic  convulsions  are  developed; 
or  even  the  injection  of  large  quantities  of  urea  into  the  veins  of 
dogs,  failed  to  produce  any  convulsive  phenomena.  It  is  said 
that  creatin  and  creatinin,  etc.,  which  are  retained  in  the  blood 
writh  the  urea,  produce  the  convulsions,  but  this  theory  has  not 
been  sustained.  After  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  con- 
cerning puerperal  convulsions,  our  knowledge  concerning  the 
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special  etiology  of  the  disease  is  still  very  incomplete;  but  I  be- 
lieve Tyson's  theory  of  Bright' s  disease  being  the  cause  of  the 
malady,  comes  nearer  explaining  the  various  phenomena  which 
are  presented,  than  any  other  theory  yet  advanced;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  Tyson's  views,  I  believe  that  the  cerebral  engorgement 
in  some  cases,  and  the  intense  anaemia  in  others,  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  development  of  the  various  nervous  symp- 
toms which  show  themselves. 

The  diagnosis  of  puerperal  eclampsia  needs  no  mention,  for 
after  the  careful  observer  has  once  seen  a  severe  attack,  the  awful 
picture  is  so  deeply  engrafted  in  his  memory  that  there  is  very 
little  probability  of  his  forgetting  it,  or  mistaking  it  for  anything 
else.  Of  course,  an  examination  of  the  urine  will  usually  clear 
up  the  diagnosis,  where  there  is  any  doubt,  and  I  believe  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  examine  the  urine  of  every  preg- 
nant woman  that  comes  under  his  charge,  that  he  may  foretell  a 
coming  storm,  and  prepare  her  for  the  dreadful  ordeal,  or,  if  pos- 
'  sible,  prevent  the  attack  entirely  by  the  use  of  proper  remedies. 

The  treatment  of  puerperal  convulsions  is  divided  into  the  pre- 
ventive, curative,  and  obstetric.  Of  the  preventive  treatment, 
little  is  to  be  advised  beyond  that  of  ordinary  Bright' s  disease. 
The  physician  should  not  arouse  the  patient's  anxiety  by  telling 
her  her  condition,  but  of  course  the  husband  or  other  relatives 
should  be  made  aware  of  the  approaching  danger.  During  the 
convulsive  attack,  the  attendant  should  see  that  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  the  patient  falling  from  the  bed,  or  injuring  herself  in  any 
way;  but  the  efforts  which  are  so  often  resorted  to,  to  restrain 
the  movements  of  the  patient,  should  be  avoided. 

The  clothing  should  be  well  loosed  about  the  patient's  neck 
and  chest,  so  as  to  prevent  unnecessary  hindrance  to  respiration, 
and  the  patient  should  by  all  means  be  supplied  with  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh  air,  as  death  is  usually  due  to  suffocation;  plenty 
of  air  is  essential.  To  prevent  injury  to  the  tongue  by  the  teeth, 
instead  of  a  stick,  or  a  cork,  or  any  hard  substance,  a  napkin  or 
towel  should  be  placed  between  the  teeth  and  extended  from  one 
side  of  the  mouth  to  the  other,  so  as  to  prevent  extrusion  of  the 
tongue.    As  soon  as  these  details  have  been  attended  to,  the 
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physician  should  turn  to  the  medical  treatment  of  the  case.  As 
soon  as  possible,  a  hydragogue  cathartic  should  be  given,  and  of 
this  class,  for  the  special  purpose,  the  pulv.  jalap,  comp.,  1-2  dr., 
is  best,  repeated  as  often  as  necessary  to  procure  copious  watery 
actions  from  the  bowels.  If  the  patient  is  unable  to  swallow, 
m.  ij  of  croton  oil  may  be  dropped  on  the  tongue,  but  I  am  not 
partial  to  this  treatment,  as  dangerous  symptoms  too  often  arise 
from  the  use  of  croton  oil.  Under  such  circumstances  I  prefer 
rectal  enemata,  the  ordinary  enema  of  castor  oil  and  turpentine 
answering  a  good  purpose.  If  the  patient  is  plethoric,  the  face 
•cyanosed  and  the  conjunctivae  much  injected,  I  hold  that  blood- 
letting is  by  far  the  most  reliable  remedy  we  have  at  our  com- 
mand, and  the  reasons  are  very  obvious;  the  brain  and  -  spinal 
cord  are  intensely  congested,  the  actions  of  the  heart  and  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  are  much  impeded  by  the  greatly  in- 
creased blood  pressure,  and  the  grumous  character  of  the  blood. 
It  is  not  the  amount  of  poison  taken  from  the  system  by  bleed- 
ing (though  this  may  do  some  good,)  that  affords  relief,  but  the 
relief  is  to  the  heart  and  circulation,  and  as  soon  as  the  blood 
pressure  is  sufficiently  reduced,  the  oedema  of  the  brain  and 
lungs  and  tissues  generally,  is  rapidly  relieved  by  the  reabsorb- 
tion  of  the  effused  fluid  into  the  circulation,  increasing  the  fluid- 
ity of  the  blood,  the  embarrassment  to  the  general  circulation  is 
removed,  and  the  oxygenation  of  the  blood  promoted;  thereby 
lessening  the  danger  of  asphyxia,  which  plays  so  prominent  a 
part  in  puerperal  eclampsia.  Beside  the  advantages  already  enu- 
merated, by  bleeding  you  gain  time  for  the  wise  employment  of 
other  remedies,  and  prevent  the  secondary  consequences  of  intense 
cerebro-spinal  congestion;  and  another  most  important  advantage 
gained  by  bleeding,  is  that  the  engorgement  of  the  kidneys  is 
decreased,  and  the  flow  of  urine  increased.  My  experience  with 
judicious  bleeding  has  fully  convinced  me  that  it  is  a  most  potent 
remedy  for  good  in  properly  selected  cases,  and  that  it  does  not 
deserve  the  discredit  heaped  upon  it  by  many  of  the  profession. 
Elood-letting,  like  many  other  remedies,  may  do  harm  when  im- 
properly applied.  It  would  be  highly  improper  to  bleed  a  weak, 
anaemic  subject;  indeed,  I  believe  the  too  free  use  of  the  cerebral 
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sedative  and  depresso-motor  remedies,  usually  prescribed  in  this 
disease,  is  fraught  with  great  danger  to  this  class  of  subjects.  I 
believe  that  under  such  conditions  a  stimulating  rather  than 
a  depressing  course  of  treatment  is  indicated,  for  usually,  the  pa- 
tient is  already  depressed  near  unto  lifenessness,  and  the  rationale 
of  adopting  a  heroic  treatment  in  such  cases  it  beyond  my  com- 
prehension; it  seems  to  me  that  the  already  paralyzed  organs 
ought  to  be  stimulated  as  much  as  possible,  so  as  to  be  enabled 
to  throw  off  the  accumulated  poisons  in  the  system.    To  lessen 
the  severity  of  the  convulsive  attacks, and  to  prevent  their  return, 
chloroform  is  the  most  important  therapeutic  remedy  we  have. 
As  a  convulsive  seizure  approaches,  the  chloroform  should  be 
pushed  and  lessened  during  the  intervals,  and  the  patient  kept 
gently  under  its  influence,  until  the  attacks  cease.    Next  in  im- 
portance to  chloroform  are  chloral  and  hypodermic  injections  of 
morphia.    Of  the  two  remedies  I  prefer  the  morphia,  as  it  is 
safer,  its  effects  are  produced  more  rapidly  and  its  administration 
easier.    The  dose  should  be  from  %  gr.  to  y2  gr.,  repeated  in 
two  hours,  if  necessary  to  prevent  another  convulsion.  Chloral 
is  best  given  in  the  form  of  an  enema,  J9ii  to  3i  in  four  or  five 
ounces  of  milk  with  the  yellow  of  an  egg,  or  any  mild  mucilag- 
inous mixture  will  answer.    The  injection  should  be  repeated  in 
from  four  to  six  hours,  if  necessary.    Pilocarpine  is  considered 
one  of  the  important  remedies  in  eclampsia;  however,  it  is  not 
safe  to  use  it  when  the  paroxysms  are  long  continued,  or  where 
the  intervening  coma  is  profound.    The  muriate,  gr.  }i  to  gr.  j^, 
hypodermically,  is  the  best  way  to  give  it.    Nitrate  of  amyl  and 
nitro-glycerine  are  among  the  new  remedies  for  eclampsia.  Cases 
have  been  reported  successfully  treated  with  veratrum  viridi  in  20 
drop  doses,  frequently  repeated.    In  conjunction  with  the  drugs 
used,  to  promote  the  action  of  the  skin  and  cutaneous  circulation, 
hot  baths,  or  hot  packs,  may,  in  some  cases,  be  advantageously 
used;  the  hot  pack  is  preferable,  as  it  is  more  easily  applied,  and 
less  troublesome  to  the  patient.   She  should  be  well  covered  with 
blankets  and  the  naked  body  covered  with  woolen  clothes  wrung 
out  of  water  no0  F.,  and  bottles  filled  with  hot  water  and  placed 
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around  the  patient.  The  clothes  should  be  changed  as  rapidly  as 
they  get  cool. 

The  obstetric  treatment  of  eclampsia  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance. About  one-third  of  the  cases  of  eclampsia  cease  after 
labor  has  been  accomplished.  Free  the  uterus  of  its  contents  as 
soon  as  possible,  without  the  least  violence,  was  the  teaching  of 
Dubois.  Paget  pronounces  this  as  unreasonable  and  as  dangerous 
to  the  mother  as  the  eclampsia.  It  is  a  fair  question  for  decision 
where  eclampsia  occurs,  and  no  uterine  action  is  produced,  and 
the  convulsions  do  not  yield  to  well  directed  treatment,  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  safe  for  the  obstetrician  to  attempt  to  empty 
the  uterus.  In  many  instances  convulsions  continue  in  a  most 
severe  form,  even  after  the  uterus  is  emptied,  or  they  may  stop 
before  this  can  be  accomplished.  Usually,  in  the  severest  cases, 
uterine  action  is  excited  anyway  and  the  labor  brought  to  a 
speedy  end,  and  to  attempt  to  empty  a  uterus  which  is  not  pre- 
pared for  labor,  not  only  increases  the  number  and  severity  of 
the  convulsions,  but  is  in  itself  an  extremely  dangerous  procedure. 
It  is  very  true,  that  some  of  the  best  American  physicians  en- 
dorse this  treatment,  and  no  doubt,  where  the  disease  has  re- 
sisted all  other  treatment,  and  the  mother's  life  is  in  imminent 
peril,  emptying  the  uterus  may  be  resorted  to  as  a  last  hope  of 
saving  the  patient's  life,  but  the  indiscriminate  production  of  ar- 
tificial labor  "in  every  case,"  as  is  advised  by  some,  cannot  be 
too  severely  condemned,  for  when  the  attendant  ph)rsician  decides 
upon  this  course,  he  may,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  expect  to 
lose  his  patient. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal . 

ClPCUjVTCISIOr*  ENFORCED  BY  LiflW. 


BY  J.  M.  VANDAVEL.,  M.  D. ,  WACO. 


[Read  at  Convention  Lone  State  Medical  Society,  Houston,  June  25,  1889.] 

TTTHIIyE  we  agree  in  a  measure  with  the  statement  that  the 
^  V  world  is  governed  too  much  by  prohibitory  or  implied  pro- 
hibitory acts,  we  must  also  agree  in  the  fact  that  governments 
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are  organized,  fostered  and  perpetuated  for  the  general  welfare  of 
the  constituency,  individually  and  collectively. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  civic  or  municipal,  state  and  national 
governments  to  look  after  the  habits  and  customs  of  their  citizens 
respectively,  and  direct  in  a  legal  way  whenever  it  is  apprehended, 
or  discovered,  that  general  prosperity  is  crippled,  general  health 
injured  and  the  sanitary  status  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  im- 
pede sanitary  invironment  (and  healthfulness) ;  dwarf  the  civilian 
in  physique  and  thought;  degenerate  robust  muscularity  and 
mental  acumen,  legislative  action  becomes  as  paramount  as  the 
quarantine  to  prevent  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  cholera  asiatica, 
and  as  absolutely  necessary  as  the  interstate  commerce  bill  to 
prevent  discriminations  in  freight  rates  and  railroad  travel;  be- 
cause these  affect  the  general  welfare. 

It  is  a  fact  known  to  all  and  doubted  by  few,  if  any  at  all,  that 
the  rapid  advancement  of  the  most  learned  science  during  the 
past  three  decades  has  been  almost  phenomenal,  and  to  speak  of 
the  various  indices  showing  this  progress  is  too  laborious  for  the 
hour,  too  comprehensive  for  your  servant  to  grapple  with  on  this 
occasion. 

Going  back  three  thousand  years,  many  years  before  the 
fathers  of  medicine  were  born,  to  the  days  of  the  Astrologer,  we 
present  you  with  a  rite  as  old  as  the  Bible :  the  taking  of  the 
"fore-skin"  of  each  male  child;  and  in  Egypt  the  circumcision  of 
females  was  also  practiced. 

We  trust  that  each  scientific  mind  will  lay  aside  his  orthodox 
teaching  on  our  subject  and  view  it  primarily  from  a  medical,  or 
more  specifically,  as  a  sanitary  measure  or  necessity.  In  all  past 
ages  of  the  world's  history,  as  well  as  the  present,  the  Hebrew 
has  stood  as  impregnable  to  the  common  scourges  and  devasta- 
tion which  have  swept  away  the  earth's  inhabitants  that  we 
have  been  forced  to  ejaculate,  "God's  peculiar  people  truly." 

A  lower  mortality  than  any  race  now  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
(in  proportion  to  number),  and  this  of  course  means  longer  life 
on  the  average ;  freedom  or  comparative  freedom  from  the  dis- 
eases which  prey  upon  the  common  herd  of  humanity,  viz., 
tubercle,    phthisis   pulmonalis,    adenitis,  carcinoma,  scrofula, 
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rachitis  and  venereal  cachexia  and  of  all  diseases  constitutional 
in  their  terrible  ravages  which  come  in  direct  harmony  with 
and  in  obeisance  to  that  scriptural  injunction  which  says  "the 
sins  and  iniquities  of  the  fathers  shall  visit  the  children  unto  the 
third  and  fourth  generation;"  and  until  the  malignancy  of  these 
blood  taints  shall  have  been  exhausted  in  destroying  general 
health  and  happiness,  and  depopulating  some  of  the  most  densely 
inhabited  sections  of  the  southern  states. 

It  is  a  fact  found  in  my  own  every  day  work  and  in  conver- 
sation, and  by  reading  the  scanty  literature  on  this  subject  that 
out  of  every  five  males  suffering  from  venereal  taint,  four  will 
have  the  long  prepuce. 

Besides,  not  adding  anything  to  the  looks  of  the  organ,  this 
elongated  prepuce  in  the  first  place  renders  venereal  disease 
much  easier  caught;  and  in  the  second  place  makes  it  decidedly 
much  worse  to  treat. 

This  proposition  being  granted  as  true,  the  question  of  the  en- 
forcement of  circumcision  is  the  one  most  needed  to  be  dis- 
cussed. That  circumcision  should  be  enforced  by  law  only  ob- 
tains in  so  far  as  we  can  show  that  consumption,  scrofula,  gland- 
ular enlargements,  rheumatism,  heart  trouble  and  eczema  are 
sequalse  in  any  manner  of  syphilis. 

The  transmission  of  syphilis  is  one  of  the  medical  axioms;  i.  e., 
syphilis  often  pure  and  simple  in  the  offspring — often  syphilis  in 
a  modified  form,  for  we  see  daily,  syphilis  transmitted  and  as- 
suming the  form  of  dermal  eruptions,  osseous  dyscrasia, 
deformations,  and  in  whatever  way  this  taint  manifests 
itself,  it  carries  along  with  it  deteriorations  of  a  physique 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  an  admirable  specimen 
of  God's  handiwork.  If  we  can  check  the  ravages  of 
disease,  cut  off"  inherited  diseases  transmitted  by  marriage 
and  illegitimate  cohabitation,  improve  general  health  and 
happiness,  calm  excited  brain  and  vaso-moto  nerve  centers, 
sooth  supra  reflex  nerve  excitation,  we  will  have,  in  a  measure, 
cured  in  advance  many  diseases  and  imagined  diseases,  both  of 
mind  and  body,  originating  in  an  elongated  prepuce,  bringing 
on  onanism,  early  cohabitation,  phimosis,    paraphimosis,  and 
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syphilis  and  sequalae.  Simultaneous  with  syphilitic  poison  in 
the  organ,  every  gland  in  the  body  is  often  more  or  less  excited 
by  metastasis,  and  the  glands  often  breaking  down  or  suppurat- 
ing, and  especially  the  inguinal  and  the  cervical. 

The  good  such  a  law  would  bring  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
especially  the  colored  people  of  the  South  land,  where  virtue  is 
so  slovenly  and  loosely  worn  by  our  women,  morality  so  little 
valued,  and  the  marriage  relationship  so  easily  adulterated,  or 
sullied,  can  be  better  appreciated  by  comparing  the  American 
races  with  the  Sandwich  Islanders.  It  is  said  that  one  hundred 
years  ago  there  were  (400,000)  four  hundred  thousand  inhabi- 
tants on  these  islands,  healthy,  prolific,  and,  in  their  peculiar 
way,  prosperous;  but  since  the  importation  and  propagation  of 
syphilis  amongst  that  people,  they  have  dwindled  to  (40,000) 
forty  thousand,  with  a  death  rate  equal  to,  if  not  exceeding,  the 
birth  rate;  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  will  be  only  a  few  decades 
when  these  people  must  become  extinct,  unless  a  check  is  made 
to  the  depopulating  disease  which  is  now  threatening  them, 
or  unless  the  islands  are  peopled  by  a  foreign  element  whose 
mode  of  living  will  be  within  the  limits  of  a  sanitary  sur- 
veilliance  worthy  of  the  name. 

Beside  a  very  heavy  death  rate,  there  is  another  factor  working 
against  the  islanders,  and  that  is,  sterility,  which  is  common  to 
a  very  large  number,  both  male  and  female,  owing  primarily  to 
the  thorough  work  of  this  disease,  which  has  been  described  as 
"riding  a  man  through  the  world  and  then  jumping  on  his  ghost 
and  riding  it  through  eternity." 

It  is  but  right,  looking  these  facts  sternly  in  the  face,  for  the 
government  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  the  races,  black  and 
white,  and  especially  our  own  race,  because  as  yet  the 
race  is  infantile  in  the  correct  mode  of  living,  ignorant  of 
sanitary  laws,  and  often  heedless  when  known,  and  blind  yet  as 
to  the  daily  and  inexorable  laws  of  nature  to  which  all  humanity 
must  conform  in  order  to  be  healthy  and  happy;  the  importance 
of  this  the  race  has  not  yet  been  taught. 

The  Jew  is  well  provided  for.  His  dietary  is  on  a  higher  and 
more  wholesome  basis  than  the  most  fastidious  American  can 
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boast  of,  and  he  sees  that  his  food  is  not  only  prepared  well  for 
the  table,  but  that  it  is  killed  scientifically.  They  hold  circum- 
cision in  high  esteem  only  as  an  ordinance  enjoined  as  a  sanitary 
necessity — a  health  safeguard. 

At  the  present  rapidity  by  which  the  venereal  taint  is  being 
propagated  among  the  colored  people,  even  mere  children  being 
the  worst  sufferers,  owing  to  fear  and  an  attempt  at  secrecy,  it 
will  only  be  a  matter  of  time  when  we  will  wish  to  call  a  halt; 
but  it  will  be  to  late. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

I^FfljvlTILE  CO|MVULiSIO^S. 


BY  K.  M.  D.  BRIDGFORD,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


OF  ALL  THE  ILLS  and  complaints  incident  to  early  life 
there  is  not,  perhaps,  any  one  so  full  of  interest  to  the 
general  practitioner  as  convulsions.  We  are  often  called  to  see 
the  only  child  of  young  parents,  in  a  spasm,  and  seemingly  near 
death's  door.  Convulsions,  under  any  circumstances  and  at  any 
age,  are  well  calculated  to  inspire  alarm,  and  we  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  surprised  at  the  anxiety  exhibited  by  the  mother  in  be- 
half of  her  infant.  The  physician  who  successfully  treats  the  sick 
baby  is  most  certain  to  get  the  family  practice,  and  will  always 
be  duly  appreciated  by  the  mother. 

In  children,  convulsions  are  generally  symptomatic,  and  are 
traceable  to  a  great  variety  of  causes.  To  enumerate  them  all 
in  this  article  is  scarcely  necessary,  especially  as  it  would  be  a 
very  difficult  task.  Prof.  A.  S.  Barnes,  M.  D.,  of  the  St.  Louis 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  claims  that  at  least  75  per 
cent,  of  all  the  diseases  of  children  are  due  to  improper  feeding. 
One  of  the  most  severe  convulsions  I  ever  saw,  was  the  result  of 
feeding  a  child  about  eighteen  months  old,  tough  beef  and  fried 
potatoes.  In  less  than  an  hour  the  child  was  taken  with  a 
spasm,  which  lasted  until  an  emetic  was  given,  and  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  ejected. 
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The  powers  of  assimilation  in  the  child,  are  not  sufficient  to 
appropriate  a  laboring  man's  meal  to  its  own  use.  If  an  infant 
is  fed  food  that  is  hard  to  digest,  a  quantity  wTill  pass  into  the 
bowels  undigested,  where  it  will  undergo  fermentation,  and  may 
produce  a  dysentery,  entero-colitis,  or  some  other  intestinal  dis- 
order. Teething,  constipation,  and  injury  to  the  child  during 
labor,  are  frequent  causes  of  convulsions. 

As  convulsions  is  not  a  disease,  but  a  symptom  of  some  ab- 
normal condition  of  one  or  more  of  the  bodily  organs,  we  should 
have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  the  human 
organism,  and  also  a  good  understanding  of  the  pathological 
changes  the  organs  are  likely  to  make.  It  is  always  our  duty  to 
find,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  convulsions,  and  remove  it,  and  not 
get  in  the  habit,  (like  some  few  practitioners,)  of  giving  a  hot 
bath  and  a  little  bromide  for  every  case  we  see.  I  will  now  try 
to  report  three  cases  of  convulsions,  each  of  which  was  produced 
by  a  different  cause: 

Case  i. — Fanny  S.,  age  fifteen  months.  Always  healthy,  ex- 
cept occasionally  constipated.  At  the  time  she  was  a  year  old, 
she  commenced  to  vomit  immediately  after  nursing.  The  at- 
tending physician  recommended  a  change  of  food,  and  she  was 
given  diluted  cow's  milk,  instead  of  the  mother's  milk,  and  the 
child  improved  for  a  while.  A  few  weeks  later  the  vomiting  re- 
turned, with  increased  violence,  and  it  seemed  as  if  nothing 
could  be  given  to  relieve  it.  I  learned  from  the  mother  that  the 
vomit  was  of  a  greenish  color,  and  always  followed  by  a  convul- 
sion. By  a  further  examination,  I  found  the  liver  was  greatly 
enlarged,  and  very  painful.  The  acute  hepititis,  I  think,  was 
the  cause  of  the  convulsions.  To  relieve  the  vomiting,  which 
was  very  acid,  I  gave  the  following: 

R  Acid  Carbolici  gtt.  iv. 


Bismuth  Sub.  Nit. 
Glycerine 

Aq.  Mentha  piper  q.  s.  ad 


3iiss. 
5iv. 


M.  et  Sig. :  Teaspoonful  before  feeding. 
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For  the  hepatic  engorgement,  I  prescribed: 

R  Sodii  Bicarb.  gr.  x. 

Hydrarg  Chlor.  Mitis.  gr.  i. 

M.  ft.  charts  No.  10  et  Sig.:  One  powder  every  two  hours. 
Commencing  one  hour  after  giving  the  first  powder,  I  directed 
a  teaspoonful  of  the  following  to  be  given  every  two  hours: 
R  Kali  Iodidi  gr.  xvi, 

Aq.  Destil  £iv. 

M.  Sig. 

I  gave  the  last  two  prescriptions  for  three  days,  and  then  for 
the  same  length  of  time  I  did  not  give  any  medicine,  unless  the 
vomiting  returned,  and  I  gave  the  first  mixture.  After  continu- 
ing the  above  plan  of  treatment  for  some  time,  the  child's  condi- 
tion was  greatly  improved.  It  died  soon  afterwards,  of  bron- 
chitis. 

Cask  2. — Anna  T.,  age  two  years.  Had  always  been  healthy 
until  a  few  days  before  she  was  taken  with  a  convulsion.  I  ex- 
amined the  patient  carefully,  and  found  all  the  organs  normal, 
excepting  a  slight  bronchitis.  I  could  not  persuade  myself  to 
think  that  the  mild  inflammation  of  the  bronchi  would  cause  a 
convulsion.  The  child's  grandmother  said  it  had  been  picking 
its  nose  for  several  days,  and  she  thought  probably  it  had  worms. 
I  accepted  the  old  lady's  diagnosis,  which  proved  to  be  correct, 
and  prescribed: 

R  Sodii  Bicarb.  gr.  xii. 

Calomel  gr.  i. 

M.  ft.  chart  No.  8  et  Sig.:  One  every  hour,  the  last  powder  to 
be  followed  with  a  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil,  with  one  drop  of  tur- 
pentine. 

The  directions  were  carried  out,  and  as  a  result  the  child  had 
eight  or  ten  passages,  the  last  of  which  contained  a  pint  of  small 
worms.    A  complete  recovery  soon  followed. 

Case  3. — Oscar  K.,  age  eight  months.  Had  been  having  con- 
vulsions for  nearly  two  weeks.  The  patient  was  a  fat,  healthy 
boy,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest  trace  of  disease,  so  far  as  the 
child  was  concerned.  I  requested  the  mother  to  send  me  a  small 
quantity  of  her  milk,  which  I  examined,  and  found  it  was  of  a 
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strong  acid  reaction.  I  suggested  that  the  child  be  denied  the 
breast  milk,  and  be  fed  with  the  milk  of  a  healthy  cow,  and 
also  "Mellin's  Food."  The  result  was  very  favorable,  and  the 
child  is  now  doing  well,  and  enjoying  the  best  of  health. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

Plfl  EXTRACTED  F**OJVI  A  WOJVIAft'S  THROAT. 


BY  THOS.  JAY  PUGH,  HEARXE,  TEXAS. 


LAST  FALL,  latter  part  of  November,  a  negro  woman,  age 
19  years,  was  brought  to  my  office  from  a  neighboring  Bra- 
zos bottom  plantation,  to  have  me  extract  a  large  pin  from  her 
throat.  She  was  in  the  habit,  as  many  other  thoughtless  people 
are,  of  making  a  repository  of  her  mouth  for  her  excess  of  pins. 
On  this  occasion  she  allowed  a  pin  to  be  drawn  down  the  throat 
beyond  her  control.  As  the  pin  descended  it  passed  through  the 
right  tonsil,  lacerating  that  organ  considerably  and  finally  an- 
chored itself  securely  in  the  extreme  base  of  the  tongue,  from 
which  position  I  extracted  it. 

Now,  there  is  nothing  strange  or  new  about  this  prelude.  Yet 
I  think  the  profession  ought  to  have  the  benefit,  if  such  it  be,  of 
my  mode  of  procedure  in  relieving  this  unfortunate  woman  of  a 
very  embarassing  condition.  I  attach  my  success  to  my  mode 
and  instrument.  After  ascertaining  from  the  woman  as  well  as  I 
could  the  site  of  the  intruding  body,  I  had  her  to  sit  down  on 
a  chair  and  directed  her  to  open  her  mouth  wide  and  to  protude 
her  tongue  forcibly  out  of  her  mouth,  and  not  relax  her  effort- 
This  effort  brought  the  base  of  her  tongue  forward,  and  I,  with 
my  hand  in  her  mouth  up  to  the  wrist  joint,  succeeded  in  getting 
the  pin  under  the  nail  of  my  right  index  finger,  and  with  diffi- 
culty I  succeeded  in  withdrawing  it  from  its  lodgment.  Had  I 
resorted  to  forceps  made  for  this  purpose  I  would  have  failed. 
But  the  finger  being  an  organ  of  touch,  also  a  digito-crebro-tele- 
phone,  I  conceived  it  to  be  of  superior  value  to  any  instrument 
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usually  used  in  such  cases.  The  hand  and  digits  form  a  won- 
derful instrument  and  I  use  it  at  all  times  for  the  removal  of  the 
adherent  or  detached  placenta. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

cflJRBoiiic  acid  ifi  mflmmfl^Y  abscess— hvpo- 

DEP^miCflLiliV. 

BY  D.  B.  M'GEK,  M.  D.,  MAY,  TEXAS. 


TF  YOU  will  be  indulgent  enough  to  allow  me  space  in  your 
valuable  journal,  I  will  attempt  to  give  a  brief  synopsis  of 
twocases  of  mammary  abscess  treated  with  hypodermic  injections 
of  carbolic  acid. 

Case  1— Mrs.  B.,  age  31  years,  was  confined  May  20  of  current 
year,  at  which  time  I  delivered  her  of  twins.  Notwithstand- 
ing her  previous  health  at  a  low  ebb,  she  hadn't  an  untoward 
symptom,  save  slight  adhesions  of  one  placenta,  until  the  12th 
day,  when  her  husband  informed  me  that  her  nipple  on  right 
mamma  was  very  "sore,"  for  which  I  sent  the  usual  remedies. 
In  about  four  days  subsequent  to  that  time,  he  again  came  and 
said  he  would  like  for  me  to  visit  her.  I  found  her  in  the  follow- 
ing condition,  to-wit:  Temperature  slightly  elevated;  tongue 
coated,  with  white  fur,  bowels  constipated,  appetite  good;  right 
mamma  considerably  enlarged,  very  much  indurated,  tender  and 
very  painful.  I  ordered  saline  purge,  and  injected  deep  into  the 
gland  carbolic  acid  gtt,  ii,  with  morphia  et  atropia  sulphates  % 
et  i.i5ogrs.,  respectively,  in  3 i j  of  water,  which  relieved  all  pain 
and  prevented  formation  of  pus,  as  the  tumefaction  and  indura- 
tion both  subsided  within  a  day  or  so,  and  she  is  now  well. 

Case  2 — Mrs.  K.,  aged  38,  was  confined  March  2,  this  year; 
subsequently  developed  a  mammary  abscess,  from  irritation  of 
tight  clothing,  which  had  advanced  to  the  formation  of  pus. 
Consulted  me  April  4,  at  which  time  I  advised  an  operation;  but 
she  couldn't  "bear  the  knife,"  so  I  thought  it  expedient  to  try 
the  acid  carbolic  injection  on  her,  and  was  again  rewarded  by  the 
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subsidence  of  all  symptoms  and  the  absorption  of  the  pus  already 
formed.  I  have  purposely  omitted  the  pathology  of  mammary 
abscess  and  the  "physiological  action"  of  carbolic  acid,  as  I 
trust  we  are  all  too  familiar  with  same  for  it  to  be  worthy  (of 
space  here.  The  indication  being  its  antiseptic  property'to  arrest 
the  formation  of  pus.  Have  also  used  it  successfully ;many[times 
in  absorbing  furuncles,  etc.,  hypodermically. 

I  hope  to  hear  from  other  brothers  on  the  subject.  Long j may 
the  Journal  live  ! 


PORRESFONDENCE. 


l^EWSY  LiHTTE^  FKO^VI  SAJSl  A^TO^IO. 


Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Of  late  I  have  been  surprised  to  see  the  few  contributions  to 
the  columns  of  your  Journal  from  the  profession  of  this  city. 
Northern  and  Eastern  Texas  is  always  well  represented,  but  it  is 
only  occassionally  that  3-ou  see  a  contribution  from  this  section 
of  the  State.  This  should  not  be  so,  for  we  have  many  men  in 
West  Texas  who  are  clever  writers  and  able  thinkers,  and  whose 
experience,  if  jotted  down  from  time  to  time  and  published  in 
some  journal,  would  prove  of  much  practical  value  to  the  pro- 
fession at  large.  The  general  practitioner  is  far  more  interested 
in  the  short  practical  article,  giving  facts  gathered  from  every- 
day experience,  rather  than  the  long,  dry  scientific  discourses 
written  on  some  subject  which  is  perhaps  totalty  devoid  of  inter- 
est to  the  average  practitioner. 

The  profession  of  San  Antonio  have  been  much  pleased  with 
the  many  flattering  comments  which  have  appeared  in_  the 
medical  press,  from  time  to  time,  regarding  the  entertainment 
of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  at  their  last  meeting  in 
this  city.  All  was  done  that  money  and  hard  '.work  could  do 
to  make  the  meeting  a  success,  and  it  gratifies  us  not  a  little  to 
see  that  our  efforts  have  been  so  much  appreciated.  Our  own 
ideas   regarding   banquets   are  perfectly   in  accord  with  the 
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acticle  in  the  June  number  of  the  Journal,  from  the  pen  of 
Ex- Vice  President  O.  Eastland.  I  am  sure  that  the  better  in- 
terests of  the  Association  can  be  subserved  without  the  annual 
banquet.  About  $2500  was  raised  by  the  profession  of  San  An- 
tonio for  the  entertainment  of  the  State  Association,  and  of  that 
amount  over  $1200  was  spent  in  a  single  banquet;  and  is  there  a 
single  man  who  sat  down  to  that  banquet  but  who  is  satisfied 
that  the  money  could  have  been  far  better  spent?  So  even  now 
permit  me  to  add  my  protest  against  a  banquet  at  our  next  an- 
nual meeting  in  Fort  Worth.  L,et  the  finger  of  that  committee  of 
arrangements  "point  to  the  snow  capped  heights  of  Pike's  Peak 
rather  than  to  the  banquet  hall,"  and  Fort  Worth  will  have  such 
an  attendance  as  has  never  been  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the 
State  society. 

The  West  Texas  Medical  Society  is  doing  good  work;  new 
members  are  being  added  at  almost  ever}-  meeting,  and  the  best 
feeling  prevails.  At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  West  Texas 
Medical  Association,  held  June  30,  the  following  circular,  which 
explains  itself,  was  decided  upon: 

"Dear  Doctor— When  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association 
was  organized  in  1876,  the  object  of  that  organization  was  for  a 
Medical  Association  for  Western  Texas,  as  its  name  implies,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  every  regular  physician  in  good  standing  west 
of  the  Colorado  river  would  be  enrolled  in  its  membership,  but 
we  are  sorry  to  say  that  but  few  physicians  outside  of  this  city 
have  joined  us.  In  the  past  few  years  the  Xorth  Texas  Medical 
Association,  the  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  and  the  Aus- 
tin District  Medical  Association  have  organized  (subordinate  to 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association),  and  are  all  doing  good 
work,  and  it  is  time  that  every  physician  in  West  Texas  should 
be  up  and  doing.  We  should  organize  and  move  abreast  with 
these  societies  in  their  laudable  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the 
profession.  It  is  proposed  that  the  West  Texas  Medical  Associa- 
tion take  a  new  departure,  and  it  was  determined  by  resolution, 
at  the  last  regular  meeting,  to  have  quarterly  meetings  for  dis- 
cussions of  medical,  surgical  and  scientific  subjects,  and  the  un- 
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dersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to  communicate  with  the 
regular  physicians  of  Western  Texas,  and  urge  them  to  meet  us 
on  Wednesday,  July  31,  at  10  a.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing for  the  work  that  is  before  us.  Doctor,  let  us  beg  you,  in  the 
interest  of  the  profession  of  the  whole  State,  to  come  and  give 
us  your  valuable  assistance  in  this  enterprise,  and  if  yon  have  a 
neighbor  whose  name  we  have  not  gotten,  extend  the  invitation 
to  him." 

Respectfully, 

Geo.  Cuppees,  M.  D., 
T.  R.  Chew,  M.  D., 

C.  E.  R.  King,  M.  D., 

D.  Berry,  M.  D.,  Sec, 

Committee. 

About  250  of  these  circulars  have  been  sent  out  to  physicians 
in  the  western  section  of  the  State,  and  a  large  attendance  is  ex- 
pected. In  the  last  few  days  two  medical  examining  boards 
have  been  appointed,  in  the  32nd  and  45th  judicial  districts;  all 
the  appointees  being  San  Antonio  men. 

Judge  Xoonan.  of  the  32nd  judicial  district,  appointed  Drs.  F. 
Herff,  T.  R.  Chew,  E.  Bennett,  G.  G.  Watts,  E.  Hertzberg,  P. 
Ornelus  and  S.  T.  Lowry. 

Judge  W.  W.  King,  of  the  newly  created  45th  judicial  district, 
appointed  Drs.  Geo.  Cupples,  P.  W.  Johns,  J.  Braunnagel,  R. 
Menger,  L.  L.  Shropshire,  Jos.  Jones,  (homeopath)  and  George 
Clifford,  (homeopath). 

Surely,  when  the  enterprising  irregular  and  the  long-haired 
fakir  become  aware  of  the  fact  that  they  will  have  to  face  such 
an  array  of  medical  talent,  they  will  give  San  Antonio  a  wide 
berth.    More  anon. 

Respectfullly, 

D.  Berry,  M.  D., 
Sec.  W.  T.  Med.  Association. 
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YOUNGEST  OlOTHEH  OH  ^ECO^D.    IS  IT? 


Plaxtersvilxe,  July  8,  1889. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  : 

I  was  called  to  see  a  case  on  June  30th.  When  I  reached  the 
house  and  went  in  the  room,  I  saw  a  very  small  girl  on  the  bed, 
and  her  mother  said  to  me,  "Doctor,  my  daughter  miscarried 
on  yesterday,  and  we  wish  you  to  take  the  afterbirth,"  which  I 
did,  and  she  is  now  doing  well.  When  I  was  through,  I  asked 
how  old  she  was,  and  father  and  mother  both  told  me  she  was 
hardly  twelve  years  old. 

Now,  I  wish  you  to  publish  this  case,  and  see  whether  there 
is  a  younger  mother  on  record  or  not.  Her  father  is  a  full 
blooded  negro,  and  her  mother  is  a  mulatto.  Please  report  the 
case,  and  let  us  see  if  there  is  a  younger  mother  on  record. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Sam  I.  Fox. 


^SOCIETY  JVfoTES. 


MISSISSIPPI  VALiLiEY  mEDICALi  ASSOCIATION 


The  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  will  be  held  at 
Evansville,  Ind.,  September  nth,  12th  and  13th,  18S9.  The  of- 
ficers for  this  year  are: 

President,  Dr.  George  J.  Cook,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Vice  Presidents,  Dr.  J.  D.  Griffiths,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Dr. 
J.  A.  Larrabee,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Secretary,  Dr.  R.  L.  Thomson,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Treasurer,  Dr.  W.  C.  Chapman,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements,  Dr.  A.  M.  Owen, 
Evansville,  Ind. 

This  Association,  the  offspring  of  the  Tri-State  Society  (Indi- 
ana, Kentucky  and  Illinois,)  was  organized  under  the  present 
name  in  1883,  and  it  is  rapidly  attaining  the  object  of  its  forma- 
tion— a  thorough  organization  of  the  members  of  the  regular 
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medical  profession  of  the  entire  Mississippi  valley;  thus  to  foster, 
advance  and  disseminate  medical  knowledge,  and  to  uphold  the 
honor  and  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  medical  profession. 

Every  member  of  the  regular  profession  in  good  standing  can 
become  a  member  of  this  Association,  and  all  are  earnestly  in- 
vited to  attend  this  year. 

The  importance  of  an  association  to  bring  together  the  medi- 
cal profession'  within  this  territory  must  be  apparent  to  every  one, 
as  there  are  many  interests  in  common,  and  individual  welfare 
can  best  be  promoted  by  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  all. 

Kvansville  was  selected  as  a  place  of  meeting  on  account  of  its 
central  location,  being  easily  accessible  from  all  points,  by  river 
and  by  rail. 

Questions  of  importance  to  the  entire  profession  will  be  before 
the  Association  for  consideration  at  the  coming  meeting,  and  it 
is  especially  for  the  officers  to  know  that  the  indications  are  that 
the  coming  meeting  will  be  larger  than  any  yet  held  by  the  As- 
sociation. 

Already  the  committee  of  arrangements  are  actively  at  work 
arranging  for  a  royal  reception  of  the  society  in  September. 

Many  papers  have  been  promised  by  prominent  members  of  the 
profession.  Those  who  desire  to  place  before  the  Association  the 
results  of  their  observation  and  experience  in  practice  and  scien- 
tific investigation  of  medical  subjects  should  send  the  titles  of 
papers  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  or  to 
the  secretary  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable. 


CHEROKEE  COUNTY  OlEDICAli  ASSOCIATION. 


Alto,  Texas,  June  8,  1889. 
The  Cherokee  County  Medical  Association  held  its  fourth 
quarterly  meeting  April  4th,  1SS9.  The  President,  Dr.  J.  N.  B. 
Guinn  in  the  chair.  The  attendance  was  unusually  large  and 
much  interest  manifested.  The  President  read  his  address,  with 
such  recommendations  as  he  thought  proper  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Association.    It  was  practical  and  to  the  point. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


2  I 


Standing  committees  were  called  for,  when  Dr.  L.  D.  Guinn, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  collective  investigation,  responded 
with  a  report  on  cholera  infantum  which  was  especially  interesting 
to  the  association.  Dr,  McCord  read  a  minority  report  on  chol- 
era infantum,  which  was  also  interesting  and  evoked  a  lively  dis- 
cussion. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Evans  read  a  paper  on  pueperal  eclampsia,  with  clin- 
inal  reports  of  three  cases.  His  treatment  was  in  the  main,  mor- 
phine and  veratrum  viride,  which  acted  like  a  charm. 

The  subjects  and  writers  for  next  meeting  are  as  follows: 

Dr.  H.  P.  Clark;  subject,  cerebro-spinal  miningitis. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Rogers;  subject,  fistula  in  ano. 

Dr.  C.  A.  Wade;  subject,  small-pox. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Ramsay;  subject,  dysentery. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  at  New  Birming- 
ham on  the  first  Thursday  in  July,  1889, 


Pursuant  to  a  resolution  introduced  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  at 
the  late  meeting  of  the  State  Association,  and  unanimously 
adopted,  the  President.  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  and  the  Secretary, 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  applied,  July  1st,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
a  Charter,  and  the  same  was  immediately  granted.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the 

ARTICLES  OF  INCORPORATION  OF  THE   TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAE 


"Know  all  ?nen  by  these  presents,  That  we,  R.  M.  Swearingen, 
F.  E.  Daniel  and  T.  J.  Bennett,  all  citizens  of  Travis  county, 
Texas,  and  J.  Larendon,  a  citizen  of  Harris  county,  Texas,  and 
our  associates,  desiring  to  form  ourselves  into  a  body  corporate 
and  politic  under  the  general  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas  govern- 
ing the  creation  of  private  corporations,  hereby  adopt  and  sub- 
scribe the  following 


J.  H.  Evans,  M.  D, 

Secretary. 


J.  X.  B.  Guinn,  M.  D., 

President. 


CHARTER  T.  S.  Vl.  A. 


ASSOCIATION. 
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CHARTER : 

I.  Name. — The  name  of  this  corporation  shall  be,  The  Texas 
State  Medical  Association. 

II.  Purposes. — The  purposes  for  which  this  corporation  is 
created  are: 

1.  To  organize  the  regular  medical  profession  of  the  State  in 
the  mcst  efficient  manner  possible. 

2.  To  encourage  a  high  standard  of  professional  qualification 
and  ethics. 

3.  To  promote  professional  brotherhood. 

4.  To  labor  for  the  advancement  of  State  Medicine,  i.  e.,  of 
public  h\'giene;  of  medical  education;  of  medical  jurisprudence, 
and  public  institutions  for  the'sick  and  infirm. 

III.  Term  of  Existence. — This  corporation  shall  exist  for 
the  full  period  of  fifty  years. 

IV.  Domicile. — The  principal  office  of  this  Association  shall 
be  at  Austin,  Travis  county,  Texas,  or  wherever  the  Secretary 
of  said  Association  may  reside. 

V.  Trustees. — The  business  of  the  Association  shall  be 
managed  by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  and 

J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston,  Texas; 
Sam  R.  Burroughs,  M.  D.,  Raymond,  Texas; 
O.  Eastland,  M.  D.,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas; 
W.  L.  York,  M.  D.,  Decatur,  Texas; 
E.  L.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  Dallas,  Texas; 
A.  G.  Clopton.  M.  D.,  Jefferson,  Texas; 
G.  W.  Kerr,  M.  D.,  Waelder,  Texas; 

*  M.  D.; 

*  M.  D. 

are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  trustees  for  the  first  year. 

VI.  Capital  Stock. — This  Association  has  no  capital  stock; 
the  estimated  value  of  its  assets  is  fifty  dollars. 

Witness  our  hands  this  the  20th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1889. 

(Signed)  R.  M.  Swearingen,  M.  D., 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D., 
T.  J.  Bennett,  M.  D., 
J.  Earendon,  M.  D. 


*To  be  appointed. 
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j^ULLINGS   FROM  jCoNTEMPORARI ES . 


JVTHDICAIi  EDUCATION,  ETC. 


There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  feeling  among  the  profession 
of  this  country  in  favor  of  enforcing  by  law,  if  necessary,  a  higher 
standard  of  medical  education,  is  rapidly  growing.  It  is  seen  in 
the  constant  reference  to  the  subject  at  the  meetings  of  medical 
societies,  and  in  our  current  journals.  The  fight  is  between  some 
one  hundred  and  twenty  medical  colleges,  and  the  thousand 
"professors"  attached  thereto,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  medical 
profession  at  large  on  the  other.  The  professors  have  had  the 
advantage  heretofore,  because  they  have  made  it  their  special 
business  to  kill  all  obnoxious  legislation,  while  the  general  prac- 
titioner, having  no  particular  and  immediate  interests  to  defend, 
has  let  matters  go  on  as  they  were. 

Those  who,  like  ourselves,  have  been  contending  for  higher 
medical  standards  and  removal  of  the  licensing  power  from  the 
men  who  confer  medical  degrees  at  $30  per  head,  are  annually 
helped  by  the  statistical  and  other  work  of  Dr.  John  H.  Rauch, 
of  Illinois.  It  is  well  to  confront  our  readers  and  the  public 
often  with  the  figures  regarding  our  medical  men  and  medical 
institutions. 

There  are  now  in  the  United  States  about  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  doctors,  or  1  to  every  533.33  inhabitants.  In 
1880  the  ratio  was  1  to  601.12.  The  oft-quoted  ratios  of  other 
countries  are  as  follows: 


Russia  (in  Europe)  -  .    16  :  100,000 

France  29  :  100,000 

Germany  32  :  100,000 

Austria  34  :  100,000 

United  Kingdom  61  :  100,000 

United  States  187  :  100,000 


We  have  118  medical  colleges  in  this  country,  and  the  ratio  of 
medical  schools  to  population  in  this  and  other  countries  is  as 
follows: 
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With  such  competition  among  schools,  and  with  their  exist- 
ence dependent  upon  matriculants,  it  is  impossible  that  stringent 
requirements  for  graduation  should  be  called  for.  Doubtless,  if 
matters  were  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  there  would  in  time 
arise  a  general  demand  among  the  public  for  graduates  of  the  best 
class  of  institutions.  But  the  '  'supply  and  demand"  is  not  en- 
tirely adequate.  There  will  always  be  a  majority  of  the  people 
quite  incapable  of  judging  as  to  the  qualities  of  a  safe  and  wise 
physician.  They  buy  the  goods  most  obtrusively  trust  at  them. 
For  the  protection  of  the  public  health,  and  for  securing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  it  is  necessary  to  regulate 
the  medical  supply  by  some  artificial  means. 

State  Boards  of  Licensers  and  Examiners,  with  powers  to  pre- 
scribe the  qualifications  both  of  those  who  wish  to  become  med- 
ical students,  and  of  those  who  wish  to  become  physicians,  ap- 
pears to  furnish  the  best  available  means  for  promoting  this  end 
at  present  attainable. 

The  work  of  some  such  a  board  in  Illinois,  as  shown  in  the 
table,  offers  assurance  of  the  utility  of  the  method: 
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Comparison  of  the  Total  Number  and  Classes  of  Physicians  in 
Practice  in  Illinois,  July  i,  1877,  and  July  i,  1887: 

July  1,  1877.    July  1,  1887. 

Number  engaged  in  practice   7,400  6,180 


Graduates  and  Licentiates   3,600 

Non-Graduates  •   3, 800 


5J04 
476 


Percentage  of  Graduates  and  Licentiates  48.6 
Percentege  of  Non-Graduates   51.4 


92.3 
7-7 


A  modification  of  the  Medical  Examining  Board  was  suggest- 
ed by  Dr.  Osier  in  his  address  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Fac- 
ulty of  Maryland.  Dr.  Osier  proposed  "the  organization  of  the 
entire  profession  in  each  State  into  an  electorate  which  shall  send 
represeentatives  to  a  central  parliament,  having  full  control  of 
all  questions  relating  to  medical  education,  examination  and 
registration." 

This  means,  that  the  doctors  of  each  State  should  elect  their 
own  medical  board,  and,  under  certain  legal  restrictions,  regulate 
their  own  affairs. 

"The  power  of  such  a  board,"  it  is  added,  "would  be  accur- 
ately defined  by  legislation,  and  should  relate,  first,  to  prelimin- 
ary education;  secondly,  to  the  examination  and  registration  of 
candidates  for  the  license  to  practice;  and,  thirdly,  the  control  of 
all  matters  relating  to  discipline  with  the  profession.  The  nec- 
essary expense  would  be  met — first,  by  the  fees  paid  by  the  can- 
didates for  examination;  secondly,  by  a  small  annual  tax  levied 
upon  all  registered  practitioners.  Such  a  body  could  look  for- 
ward hopefully  to  a  permanent  establishment  in  each  State,  with 
buildings  suitably  equipped  for  examination;  and  with  every  pos- 
sible provision  for  conducting,  in  an  orderly  and  systematic  man- 
ner, the  business  of  the  profession."— N.  Y.  Med.  Record. 


F01*  Sale  at  fialf  PMee. — A  physician's  office  and  gyne- 
cological chair  of  best  make,  cost  $60,  will  sell  for  $30;  good  as 
new.  Widow  of  a  popular  and  eminent  physician.  Apply  to 
editor  of  this  journal. 
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DIGESTIVE  FEf^JVLEJSLTS. 


It  seems  somewhat  strange,  with  our  present  knowledge  of 
digestive  ferments,  that  the  application  of  pancreatin  and  pepsin 
in  the  diarrhoeas  and  intestinal  disorders  of  children,  especially 
those  arising  from  inanition,  is  not  more  general. 

We  believe  that  an  extension  of  the  use  of  these  products  in 
such  diseases  would  not  only  prove  advantageous  to  the  practi- 
tioner, but  save  the  lives  of  many  little  ones  that  otherwise 
would  be  doomed. 

No  practitioner,  possessed  of  a  modicum  of  therapeutic  and 
physiological  knowledge,  will  be  found  to  admit  that  chalk  mix- 
tures, opiates,  astringents,  etc.,  meet  fairly  the  indications  in 
these  cases.  The  anti-acids  act  merely  mechanically,  soothing 
the  irritated  mucous  coat  of  stomach  and  intestines;  the  action  of 
opiates,  which  are  especially  dangerous  to  administer  to  nurs- 
lings, is  uncertain,  for  it  is  impossible  to  guage  their  use  so  as  to 
attain  the  exact  limit  essential  to  intestinal  anaesthesia  and  ar- 
rest of  peristaltic  action,  without  narcosis;  and  astringents, 
while  repressing  secretion,  at  the  same  time  retain  and  favor  the 
absorption  of  ptomaines  and  other  poisonous  products  which 
have  provoked  the  flux— they  limit  the  dejections  at  the  expense 
of  non-elimination  of  the  toxic. 

In  such  cases,  and  in  all  those  of  enfeebled  digestion,  and  in 
which  the  food  remains  undigested  and  fermenting  in  the 
stomach  and  intestines,  pepsin  and  pancreatin  and  peptonized 
foods,  afford  us  pure  and  simple  physiological  remedies,  whose 
administration  is  attended  with  no  dangers;  and  their  employ- 
ment does  not  preclude  the  use  of  cathartics,  or  administration  of 
antiseptics  that  are  anti-toxic  to  ptomaines. 

Recently  we  have  obtained  the  best  results  from  such  treat- 
ment, though  it  must  be  admitted,  in  cases  of  unusual  gravity, 
when  collapse  threatens,  that  coto  and  wild  yam  are  sometimes 
of  value  to  check  the  flux,  the  digestive  ferment  following  to  se- 
cure proper  digestion  and  nutrition.  So  long  ago  as  1856,  Joulin 
and  Corvisart  (Rev.  Med.  Chir.  de  Paris)  outlined  this  mode  of 
treatment,  and  claimed  the  happiest  results  therefrom;  and  more 
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recently  it  was  advocated  by  Trousseauel,  Pidoux,  Barthez,  and 
Rilliet,  of  France,  and  Ellis  and  Davidson,  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Later  still,  Dr.  J.  Milner  Fothergill  (Handbook  of  Prac- 
tice, p.  40)  remarks  of  pepsin:  "Its  utility  in  the  treatment  of 
imperfect  digestion,  and  diarrhoea  in  children,  is  certain."  Prof. 
J.  Lewis  Smith  (Prof.  Dis.  Children,  Bellevue  Hosp.  Med.  Coll.— 
Archiv.  Pediatric,  1886,  p.  518)  expresses  exactly  the  same 
opinion.  Prof.  Frederick  John  Farre  (Pariera's  Mat.  Med.  and 
Therap.,  p.  943)  commends  pepsin  "very  highly  in  cholera  in- 
fantum and  summer  complaints  of  children."  And  Bartholow 
declares  (Mat.  Med.  and  Therap-,  p.  68):  "Very  great  success 
has  been  attained  in  the  treatment  of  the  diarrhoea  of  infants  by 
pepsin.  *  *  *  The  motions  will  be  quickly  changed  * 
in  character,  and  the  nutrition  of  the  child  improved,  by  giving 
it  after  each  supply  of  food."  He  further  recommends  (Naphey's 
Medical  Therapeutics,  p.  395)  the  employment  of  peptonized 
milk,  or  milk  gruel  for  food  in  these  cases,  in  which  he  is  sup- 
ported by  Wilson  Fox  (Diseases  of  Children,  ii,  p.  821),  who 
considers  "pepsin  invaluable  in  gastralgia  and  all  irritative  states 
of  intestinal  and  stomach  mucous  membranes." 

With  such  evidence,  and  with  the  physiological  knowledge 
that  at  present  obtains,  it  is  evident  the  digestive  ferments  are 
too  little  studied  or  employed.  Yet  we  must  admit  there  have 
been  good  grounds  for  such  neglect,  in  that  the  pepsins  on  the 
market,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  untrustworthy,  and  with  no  , 
definite  guide  for  testing,  that  of  the  U.  S.  P.  being  of  a  very  low 
standard.  These  objections  no  longer  obtain,  however,  for  manu- 
facturers have  been  led  to  provide  accurate  tests,  and  now  dis- 
seminate the  same  in  their  literature.  Park,  Davis  &  Co.  have 
issued  a  work  on  Digestive  Ferments,  that  is  accurate  in  details, 
and  further,  they,  and  a  few  other  manufacturers,  have  placed 
upon  the  market,  a  new  Pepsin  of  high  digestive  power,  and 
possessing  the  advantage  of  being  absolutely  free  from  ptomaines, 
and  readily  soluble.  Moreover,  the  standard  of  pepsin  has  been 
raised  by  the  better  manufacturers,  and  it  is  the  practitioner's 
own  fault  if  he  is  not  able  now  to  secure  a  preparation  suited  to 
his  needs. — Exchange. 
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Enforeed  Cireumeision  in  the  Colored  l^aee. — We  call 
attention  to  this  article  in  the  present  number  of  the  Journal. 
It  is  contributed  by  an  intelligent  colored  physician,  Dr.  Vanda- 
vel,  and  is  quite  creditable  for  his  first  effort  at  writing  for  the 
press.  The  doctor  makes  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  circum- 
cision in  his  race  as  a  prophylactic  measure,  and  thinks  that  a 
long  train  of  evils,  besides  syphilis,  may  thus  be  avoided.  It  is 
true,  the  rhetoric  of  the  article  might  be  improved,  the  subject 
more  elegantly,  perhaps,  but  not  more  forcibly  put.  He  makes 
a  plea,  also,  that  the  colored  people,  being  ignorant  of  the  laws 
of  hygiene,  should  be  enlightened,  while  taken  under  a  kind  of 
sanitary  protectorate.  The  paper  was  read  at  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Colored  Physicians  Association. — "Nigger  Doctors," 
as  Fisher  called  them,  at  Houston;  on  25th  ult. 

Biography  of  Contemporary  Physieians  of  Te*as,  by 

the  editor  of  this  Journal,  is  being  pushed  with  a  vim,  and  meet- 
ing with  an  enthusiastic  response.  It  will  be  published  as  soon 
as  sufficient  subscribers  are  secured,  and  from  the  wa}^  they  are 
coming  in,  it  will  not  be  long  first.  Portraits  equal  to  steel  en- 
gravings will  be  inserted  to  a  limited  number,  and  fifteen  more 
only  will  be  taken,  that  of  many  leading  physicians  being  already 
secured.  No  money  is  required  till  the  manuscript  is  ready  for 
the  press,  a  certificate  to  which  effect  will  be  issued  by  disinter- 
ested physicians,  well  and  favorably  known  to  all.  Write  for 
circulars  and  terms. 

For  Sale  at  a  Bargain. — A  good  home  and  practice;  a 
good  five  room  dwelling  on  a  four  acre  lot,  well  improved,  a  good 
kitchen  and  dining  room,  servant's  room,  and  good  out  houses; 
fine  young  orchard  and  vineyard,  good  brick  cistern;  at  flourish- 
ing railroad  depot.  Postoffice  and  express  office,  also  good  school. 

Address,  Dr.  Wm.  Osborne,! 

Axtell,  McLennan  county,  Texas. 

For  Sale. — A  well  established  practice;  a  good  residence  with 
fine  improvements  in  one  of  the  healthiest  ond  best  towns  in  the 
State.    For  information  address  editor  of  this  Journal. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D,  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


Dr.  R.  31.  Swearingen.  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Pmf.  B  E.  Hailra.  31.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyucr,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  31.  D.,  San  AnioniO.  Prot.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine.  31.  D..  Qalveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Odborn,  Cletmrne,  Teza#.  Dr.  R.  II  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerinu,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Btn.xett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  fart  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meterhof,  yen:  York. 

Prof.  ir.  B.  Rogers,  31.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


TJ4H  JOUf^ALi'S  miSSIOH  AjSLD  RlfAS. 


This  issue  of  the  Journal  begins  the  fifth  volume.  Four 
years  of  success  have  rolled  away  since  it  was  launched  upon  the 
•'uncertain  sea,"  and  that  success  has  inspired  confidence,  and 
justifies  the  hope  of  a  brilliant  future.  We  begin  the  fifth  vol- 
ume with  high  hopes,  and  with  our  ambition  to  accomplish  the 
high  purposes  for  which  it  was  begun,  stimulated  by  the  progress 
made  in  organization  of  the  profession,  as  a  means  to  further 
ends — the  advancement,  elevation  and  purification  of  the  profes- 
sion in  Texas. 

The  chartering  of  the  State  Association,  now  organized  upon 
a  satisfactory  basis,  and  built  up  to  over  five  hundred  members, 
largely  "through  the  influence  of  spirited  journalism"  (TV.  Y. 
Med.  Record)  is  the  second  step,  and  an  important  one,  secured, 
we  claim,  mainly  through  the  persistent  advocacy  of  this  Jour- 
nal. What  the  next  step  in  the  Journal's  programme  for  the 
future  will  be  can  be  gleaned  from  perusal  of  the  excellent  ar- 
ticle on  medical  education,  etc.,  from  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Recoid, 
published  herewith.  Texas  is  overrun,  as  Illinois  was,  with  the 
refuse  of  other  States;  it  has  been  the  common  dumping  ground 
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of  the  United  States,  a  kind  of  Botany  Bay,  to  which  fled  and 
were  driven,  the  imcompetents  of  other  States,  and  the  Journal 
will  cease  not  its  efforts  until  the  legislature  is  made  to  realize 
the  true  status,  and  induced  to  give  us  and  the  people,  legis- 
lation that  will  work  as  wholesome  a  change  in  Texas  as  obtaine 
in  Illinois. 

Dr.  Cupples,  in  his  excellent  report  on  "Medical  Legislation,"' 
says:  "O  for  a  Rauch  in  Texas."  It  is  not  that:  if  Dr.  Cupples 
and  his  committee  had  the  same  influence  with,  and  backing  by 
the  legislature  of  Texas  as  Dr.  Rauch  has  in  Illinois,  the  Augean 
stable  would  have  been  cleaned  out  ere  this. 

To  the  accomplishment  of  regenerative  and  wholesome  legis- 
lation, then,  the  Journal  addresses  itself;  and  will  know  no  stop 
nor  stay  until  it  is  done;  and  for  the  promotion  of  medical  science,, 
and  of  professional  brotherhood,  it  will  exert  its  best  talents. 


THE  PHYSICIANS'  mUTUALi  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION 

OF  TEXAS. 


Re  qui e  scat  in  Pace. 


After  five  years  struggle  to  establish  a  benevolent  feature  in 
the  medical  profession  of  Texas,  we  have  been  compelled  to  give 
it  up  for  want  of  proper  co-operation  and  support  on  the  part  of 
the  brethren.  The  membership  has  ranged  in  that  time  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  the  sums  disbursed  to 
the  widows  of  deceased  brethren,  from  fifty-five,  to  one-hundred 
and  fifty-three  dollars. 

When  assessments  Nos.  9,  10  and  11  were  issued,  there  wTere 
one  hundred  and  twenty  members.  Of  this  number  only  sixty 
had  paid  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed;  and  rather  than 
close  the  account,  and  shut  off  delinquents,  (in  as  much  as  some 
were  absent,  and  some  did  not  get  the  first  notice)  in  obedience  to 
instructions  from  the  President,  the  time  was  extended,  and  sec- 
ond and  third  notices  sent  to  them.  As  a  result,  seventy-nine 
dollars  (net)  was  collected  for  No.  9  (Buck;  receipt  of  Mr.  Earle, 
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for  the  amount,  in  Miss  Buck's  name,  was  published  in  the  May 
number,)  and  seventy-three  dollars  each  (net)  forNos.  ioand  n, 
(Maddox  and  Jameson)  while  for  No.  12  (Ross)  only  fifty-nine 
dollars  (net)  was  collected.  The  receipts  of  Mrs.  Ross,  Mrs. 
Maddox  and  Dr  Jameson,  together  with  the  name  of  every  member 
who  paid,  will  be  published  in  the  August  number  of  the  Jour- 
nal, together  with  a  statement  of  disbursements  in  full  from  be- 
ginning to  end;  it  was  prepared  for  this  number,  but  crowded 
out. 

While  our  efforts  to  form  a  charitable  feature  in  our  ranks  has 
not  met  the  support  it  deserves,  it  is  something  to  have  collected 
some  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  dollars, and  turned  it  over  to  the 
widows  of  our  departed  brethren;  and  to  know  that  in  so  doing, 
real  distress  was  relieved  or  prevented.  To  the  few  who  have 
remained  faithful  to  the  end,  we  tender  our  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments; and  now  surrender  the  effort  with  regret. — No  more  as- 
sessments will  be  issued. 


We  have  cause  for  congratulation  that  the  Association  is  now 
incorporated;  it  has  now  "official  status".  The  charter  is  the 
first  step  towards  recognition  which  has  been  secured,  and  .will 
doubtless  lead  to  important  results.  Time  will  come — it  may 
not  be  in  one  day — but  those  who  come  after  us  will  see  it,  when 
the  licensing  of  physicians  to  practice  medici?ie  will  be  done  by  a 
boa)  d  appointed  by  the  State  Association,  and  in  the  future  the 
Boards  of  Health  will  be  administered,  as  is  now  done  in  Alaba- 
ma, by  this  body.  The  change  will  be  slow — but  it  is  inevita- 
ble. Every  indication  points  to  the  inevitable  separation  of  the 
licensing  from  the  teaching  bodies,  and  when  that  is  done  it  will 
be  relegated  to  the  proper  source,  the  organized  profession  of 
each  State. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  apply  for  a  charter  was 
unanimous  by  the  Assciation,  though  we  learn,  and  with  some 
surprise,  that  there  are  thinking  members  who  believe  we  have 
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made  a  mistake  in  incorporating.  We  will  not  attempt  here  to 
give  their  reasons;  but  it  seems  to  us  that  it  is  a  most  judicious 
step,  looked  at  from  any  standpoint.  It  frees  the  members,  in- 
dividually, from  pecuniary  responsibility,  in  case  of  suit  for 
damages,  for  instance.  We  have  been  informed  that  where  an  ex- 
pelled member,  for  example,  or  one  who  feels  that  he  has  been 
damaged  by  any  action  of  the  Association,  could,  under  the  old 
status,  recover  from  the  individual  members;  that  in  bringing 
action,  writs  would  be  served  on  each  member,  and  in  case  of 
judgment,  execution  would  issue  against  the  property  of  any 
member  found  in  possession  of  sufficient  to  satisfy  it.  A  charter 
changes  this,  and  makes  the  Association,  collectively,  responsi- 
ble, and  in  case  of  judgment  for  damages,  nothing  would  be  lia- 
ble but  the  assets  of  the  body. 

We  would  be  glad  to  have  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  "fathers" 
on  this  subject,  for  publication. 


There  is  no  more  villainous  nostrum  on  the  market  than  the 
so-called  "Microbe  Killer"  ilde  Radam."  It  is  a  "patent  medi- 
cine" of  the  most  brazen  stamp,  gotten  up  by  a  man  who  is  to- 
tally ignorant  of  chemistry,  therapeutics,  pathology,  and  every- 
thing connected  with  the  practice  of  medicine — a  gardener  and 
florist.  But  it  is  advertised  in  the  jpages  of  a  Medical  Journal, 
which,  of  all  medical  journals  in  the  world  should,  to  be  con- 
sistent, have  refused  it  space.  A  journal,  edited  by  a  commit- 
tee or  board  representing  the  Chicago  Post  Graduate  Medical  Col- 
lege, the  official  journal  of  that  institute,  of  which  institution, 
we  learn,  the  honorable  and  venerable  "father  in  (medical)  Is- 
rael"— Dr.  F.  S.  Davis — is  a  director. 

If  this  is  not  a  breach,  and  a  most  flagrant  breach,  of  medical 
and  journalistic  ethics,  what  is?  If  the  pages  of  such  journals 
are  to  be  thrown  open  to  such  quack  remedies,  farewell,  and  a 
long  farewell,  to  ethical  and  legitimate  medical  journalism.  For 
very  shame,  brothers. 
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In  writing  to  advertisers,  don't  fail  to  mention  the  Journal. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  promptly  renew  their  sub- 
scriptions.   In  writing  to  our  advertisers,  give  us  credit. 

f4e<xi  York  Polyelinie. — Dr.  C.  Coe  has  been  elected  to  the 
professorship  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Professor  James  B. 
Hunter. 

If  any  of  our  readers  would  like  to  know  something  of  Sul- 
fonal,  they  will  find  the  second  cover  page  of  this  issue  very  in- 
teresting reading. 

In  next  issue  there  will  be  an  account  of  a  most  extraordinary 
case  ot  elephantiasis,  with  an  engraving  of  the  subject,  from  the 
practice  of  Dr.  Bennett. 


The  Board  of  Dental  Examiners,  provided  for  by  a  re- 
cent act  of  the  Texas  Legislature,  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  Texas,  consists  of  Drs.  Styles  and  LeSeur,  of  Austin, 
and  Dr.  Bowden,  of  Round  Rock. 


Sueh  is  Fame. — The  newspapers,  in  reporting  a  case  of  rail- 
road injury,  in  which  Dr.  W.  A.  Acheson,  of  Denison,  was  called, 
got  his  name  "W.  A.  Chesen"  and  "W.  Ahessen."  There  is  no 
better  known  physician  in  the  State,  and  the  newspapers  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of  this  distortion. 


Uie  cuant  to  suggest  to  delinquent  members  of  the  State  As- 
sociation that  the  Transactions  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
next  month,  and  if  they  would  expect  a  copy  they  should  remit 
to  Dr.  Larendon  at  least  a  year's  dues,  if  they  cannot  pay  in  full. 
This  is  but  fair,  and  we  give  timely  notice.     Should  any  gentle- 
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man,  knowing  that  he  is  in  arrears  for  his  dues,  fail  to  receive  a 
copy,  he  must  not  blame  the  Secretary  nor  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee.   Orders  must  be  obeyed. 


Dr.  T.  J.  Jordan,  of  Ledbetter,  was  killed  at  that  place  on 
the  nth  ins t.,  by  a  Mr.  Lon  Hill,  of  Manor.  Particulars  not 
learned.  Dr.  Jordan  was  a  recent  graduate  of  Louisville  Medical 
College  and  we  understand  came  to  Texas  from  Nashville,  where 
his  parents  reside.    The  remains  were  shipped  to  Nashville. 


We  are  collecting  for  the  August  number,  the  views  and 
opinions  of  members  on  the  banquet  question,  together  with  the 
reasons  for  such  views.  "Banquet  or  no  banquet"  at  Ft.  Worth. 
Members  will  please  drop  us  a  line,  expressive  of  their  ideas  as  to 
the  banquet  as  a  feature  of  our  annual  meetings.  We  have  some 
good  ones  on  file. 


Dr.  T.  Knox,  ex-First  Vice-President  Texas  State  Med- 
ical Association,  we  regret  to  learn,  has  been,  and  is,  quite  seri- 
ously ill,  at  his  home  in  Gonzales.  The  doctor  is  suffering  with 
malarial  dysentery,  and  although  sick  for  some  time  back,  he 
kept  going  his  rounds,  until  too  weak  to  ride,  when  he  was  com- 
pelled to  take  to  his  bed.  We  sincerely  trust  he  may  soon  re- 
cover, and  his  many  patients  enjoy,  as  before,  the  benefit  of  his 
skill  and  kind  attention. 


The  Texas  Pharmacy  Board. — The  Governor  has  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  W.  L.  Mann,  of  Georgetown,  R.  E.  Stromberg 
and  T.  M.  Andrews,  of  Austin,  to  constitute  the  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers provided  for  under  the  Pharmacy  act,  (which  act  was 
published  in  full  in  our  June  issue).  The  board  will  meet,  or- 
ganize, and  elect  a  Registrar,  and  will  hold  its  first  session  for 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


35 


the  examination  of  druggists  on  August  12th  proximo,  in 
Austin. 


Hare  Opportunity — To  buy  a  snug  and  beautiful  home 
and  good  practice,  with  a  forty  acre  farm  and  orchard,  with 
everything  ready  to  go  to  housekeeping  and  practice.  Situated 
in  a  valley  where  perpetual  spring  prevails,  sixty-five  miles  from 
San  Antonio,  and  is  just  the  place  for  an  invalid  physician,  as  a 
residence  there  has  cured  consumption.  Enquire  for  particulars 
of  the  editor  of  this  journal.    Terms  reasonable. 


Dr.  H.  Ii.  Grant,  lately  with  a  St.  Louis  firm,  is  now  travel- 
ing in  Texas  in  the  interest  of  that  stannch  and  reliable  manu- 
facturing house,  Reed  &  Carnrick,  of  147  Greenwich  street, 
New  York,  a  house  well  known  to,  and  appreciated  by  the  Texas 
profession.  We  congratulate  Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick  in  secur- 
ing the  services  of  such  a  pushing,  competent,  experienced  and 
reliable  man  as  Dr.  Grant,  and  we  commend  the  doctor  and  the 
house  he  represents,  to  our  readers; — they'll  "do  to  tie  to." 


From  the  Houston  Post  we  learn  that  Dr.  H.  T.  Cook,  a  well 
known  physician  of  Trinity,  has  removed  to  Houston,  and  is  the 
appointee  elect  to  the  position  of  Surgeon  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
and  San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Railroads,  with  headquarters 
at  Houston.  Dr.  Cook  is  not  only  an  efficient  and  successful 
physician  and  surgeon,  but  a  genial  and  good  citizen,  worthy  of 
a  universal  welcome  to  Houston. 


One  Subscriber,  in  renewing  this  month,  says:  "Like  wine 
and  a  meerschaum  pipe,  the  Journal  improves  with  age. ' '  All 
are  cordial  in  the  expression  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the 
Journal,  and  well  wishes  for  its  continued  success.  There  is 
no  doubt  of  its  continued  boom.  See  the  display  of  ads.  in  this 
issue,  as  an  indication  of  its  popularity,  and  appreciation  of  its 
value. 
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Clinical  Lectures  on  Albuminuria.  By  Thos.  Grainger 
Stewart,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  of 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.,  New  York,  1888. 

The  lectures  comprised  in  the  present  volume  give  a  clear  idea 
of  all  the  questions  involved  on  the  subject  under  discussion. 
The  book  contains  350  pages,  and  is  well  worth  a  close  study 
and  a  place  in  every  physician's  library.  B. 


A  Handbook  of  Therapeutics.  By  Sidney  Ringer,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Uni- 
versity College  Physician  to  the  University  College  Hospital. 
Twelfth  edition;  524  pages.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  N.  Y.,  1889. 
Ringer's  Therapeutics  is  justly  entitled  to  be  called  a  standard 
work.  This  is  really  enough  to  say  of  any  book.  This  is  the 
twelfth  edition,  and  it  is  still  in  active  demand.  B. 


Received  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
the  City  of  Minneapolis,  1889.  Harrison  &  Smith,  printers, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


The  Physician's  Leisure  Library:  The  Etiology,  Diag- 
nosis and  Therapy  of  Tuberculosis.  By  Prof.  Dr.  H.  Van 
Ziemssen.  Pages  118.  Price  25,  monthly,  by  Geo.  S.  Davis, 
Detroit,  publishers. 


Transactions  of  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Associa- 
tion; 38th  annual  session,  held  at  Columbia,  April,  1888.  Dr. 
C.  R.  Taber,  Orangeburg,  President;  Dr.  J.  L.  Dawson,  Jr., 
Charleston.  Correspoding  Secretary. 


Transactions  01  the  Ohio  Sate  Medical  Society,  held  at 
Columbia,  June,  1888;  President,  Dr.  P.  S.  Conner,  Cincinnati; 
Secretary,  Dr.  G.  A.  Collomore,  Toledo. 
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State  Board  of  Heath  of  Michigan;  Fifteenth  annual  re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  H.  B.  Baker,  of  Lansing,  1887. 


Questions  and  Answers  on  the  Essentials  of  Surgery, 
together  with  a  full  description  of  the  handkerchief  and  roller 
bandages.     By  Edward  Martin,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Instructor  of 
Operative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc. 
This  is  a  nice  little  blue  book,  containing  about  300  pages,  put 
up  in  the  form  of  questions  and  answers.    The  greatest  amount 
of  information  can  be  conveyed  by  this  plan,  and  since  the  book 
is  intended  to  cram  on,  it  certainly  meets  the  indication  about  as 
well  as  any  other  of  the  kind.  B. 


Exploration  of  the  Chest  in  Health  and  Disease.  By 
Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and 
Physical  Diagnosis  in  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  School 
and  Hospital.  N.  Y.,  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1889. 
This  little  book  of  200  pages  is  very  handy  and  practical.  It 
covers  the  ground  succinctly,  giving  the  busy  physician  a  clear 
conception  of  his  subject  without  loss  of  time.  It  is  a  good  book. 

B. 


The  Vest-Pocket  Anatomist  (founded  upon  "Gray").  By 
8C.  Henri  Leonard,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Medical 
\  I  and  Surgical  Diseases  of  Women  and  Clinical  Gynecology  in 
the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine,  etc.     193  illustrations.  14th 
\  revised  edition,  containing  dissection  hints  and  visceral  anat- 
omy.   Publishers:  The  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co.,  De- 
troit.   Pages,  297;  price,  $1. 

An  abbridged  work  on  anatomy,  such  as  this,  does  more  harm 
than  good.  The  student  depends  upon  it  to  the  neglect  of  the 
dissecting  room,  the  only  source  from  which  he  can  obtain  the 
proper  foundation.  This  work  has  reached  a  larger  sale,  how- 
ever, than  an}7  other  of  the  kind  known  to  the  writer. 


TTANSACTiONS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY   OF  NEW  YORK  for 

1885,  1886,  1S87  and  18SS;  President,  Dr.  S.  B.  Ward,  Albany; 
•Secretary,  Dr.  W.  M.  Smith,  Syracuse. 
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Transactions  of  the  Mississippi  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, 1888;  President,  Dr.  L,uther  Sexton,  Wesson;  Correipond- 
ing  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  A.  Galloway,  Jackson. 


A  New  Medical  Journal. — The  Kansas  Medical  Journal, 
edited  by  Drs.  W.  L.  Schenck,  Osage  City;  J.  B.  Minney,  Tope- 
pa,  and  S.  G.  Stewart,  Topeka.  Issued  from  Topeka,  monthly. 
It  is  a  fine  looking  journal, — printed  well  and  edited  well.  Suc- 
cess. 


Transactions  of  the  Medical  Association  of  the  State 
of  Missouri;  31st  annual  session,  held  at  Kansas  City,  April, 
1S88;  President,  Dr.  A.  W.  MciUester,  Columbia,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Dr.  L,.  J.  Mathews,  of  Carthage. 
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The  Infant  Food  Problem  Solved. — During  the  past 
twenty  3rears  Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick  have  frequently  invited 
the  medical  profession  of  this  country  to  visit  their  laboratory 
and  witness  the  production  of  their  various  preparations,  and,  in 
a  circular  issued  about  a  year  ago  they  offered  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  any  physician  from  New  York  to  Goshen  and  return. 

Since  that  time  they  have  had  the  pleasure  of  exhibiting  to  a 
very  large  number  of  practitioners  and  several  chemists  of  the 
highest  standing,  every  step  in  the  manufacture  of  their  Food 
Products. 

They  believe,  and  with  good  reason,  that  theirs  is  the  only 
house  in  the  country  that  has  thus  invited  the  profession  to  visit 
their  laboratories,  for  this  or  any  other  purpose.  A  physician 
should  never  be  asked  to  prescribe  or  recommend  a  food,  or  any 
pharmaceutical  product,  the  composition  or  process  of  manufac- 
ture of  which  is  kept  a  secret. 

Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick  are  confident  that  they  are  giving  the 
Infant  Food  P)oblem  more  careful  study,  and  are  spending  more 
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money  in  the  perfection  of  machinery  for  this  purpose,  than  any 
other  concern,  and  they  are  calling  to  their  aid  the  best  physio- 
logical chemists  and  practitioners  in  this  country  and  Europe. 
They  believe  that  their  '  'Soluble  Food' '  is  the  best  food  that  can 
ever  be  artificially  produced  for  a  child  from  eight  months  to  two 
years  of  age,  and  they  are  ulso  firm  in  their  belief  that  it  is  the 
best  food  now  in  the  market  made  for  yoitnger  children. 

They  have,  however,  recognized  the  fact  that  nature  intended 
that  infants,  from  birth  to  the  eighth  month,  should  have  wilk 
alone;  therefore,  they  have  studied  this  problem  incessantly  for 
the  past  year,  and  have  experimented  most  carefully  with  a  view- 
to  producing  a  food  for  infants  that  should  closely  resemble 
human  milk  in  composition  and  digestibility,  and  should  be  made 
wholly  from  cow's  milk.  They  have  been  largely  aided  in  per- 
fecting this  new  product  by  Prof.  Attfield  of  London  and  by  sev- 
eral eminent  physiological  chemists  in  this  country. 

This,  their  latest  preparation,  will  be  presented  in  the  form  of 
a  powder,  and  will,  in  composition,  be  almost  identical  with 
human  milk.  It  is  made  wholly  from  cow's  milk,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  a  portion  of  the  milk  fat  is  replaced  by  Cocoa  but- 
ter. This  substitute  was  made  by  the  advice  of  Prof.  Attfield, 
after  he  had  practically  tested  it  with  a  number  of  infants. 

Cocoa  butter  resembles  milk  far  more  closely  in  composition 
than  any  other  fat  and  will  keep  perfectly.  In  this  new  Infant 
Food  product  the  casein  of  the  milk  and  also  the  fat  are  partially 
digested,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  the  undigested  casein  is 
left  light  and  flocculent  like  the  casein  of  human  milk. 

They  are  confident,  and  claim  that  the  best  physiological 
chemists  agree  with  them,  that  this  preparation  is  the  nearest 

aPPROACH  TO  HUMAN  MILK  THAT  CAN  EVE  P.  BE  PRODUCED  AND 
REAMIN  PERMANENT. 

This  new  product  is  not  intended  to  supplant  Soluble  Food,  but 
is  more  especially  designed  for  use  during  the  first  six  months. 

This  product  was  placed  on  the  market  in  May,  and  is  called 
'%acto-Preparata."  Samples  will  be  sent  for  trial  to  any 
physician  upon  request. 
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Oup  Fletu  Ads: — We  want  our  many  readers  to  carefully  go 
over  the  advertising  department  of  this  issue,  and  read  every  one 
of  the  advertisements,  and  in  writing  to  advertisers,  mention  the 
Journal. 

Amongst  the  new  ones,  we  call  attention  to  the  announcement 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.  To  say  a  word  in  praise  of 
this  institution,  would  be  as  useless  as  the  attempt  to  paint  the 
lily. 

The  famous  Rush  Medical  College,  of  which  the  accomplished 
and  popular  Dr.  Ethridge  is  Dean.  This  institution  of  learning 
is  too  well  known  to  require  an}'  puffing.  We  only  desire  to  say 
the  faculty  are  wide  awake,  and  in  placing  before  the  Texas 
profession  their  curriculum,  corps  of  instructors,  facilities  for 
clinical  instructions,  etc.,  respectfully  solicit  a  part  of  the  Texas 
patronage.  Several  students,  from  this  section,  attended  the 
Rush,  at  recent  sessions,  and  are  now  in  full  practice.  We  com- 
mend this  college  to  the  careful  consideration  of  young  men  who 
contemplate  attending  lectures  this  fall. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  old  and  renowned  Tulane 
University,  of  which  the  courteous  Prof.  Chaille  is  Dean,  is  also 
announced  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.  Those  students  who 
know  the  influence  exerted  in  after  life  by  a  diploma  from  one  of 
the  famous  colleges,  as  well  as  those  who  desire  to  be  well 
grounded  in  the  elements  of  medicine,  must  consider  the  claims 
of  Tulane  well,  before  making  their  election.  The  great  Charity 
Hospital  is  in  a  stone's  throw  of  the  College. 

The  Alabama  Medical  College,  at  Mobile:  This  institution 
is  one  of  the  favorites  of  the  South.  Besides  the  able  corps  of 
instructors,  the  decided  clinical  advantages,  and  all  the  latest 
and  most  thorough  facilities  for  demonstration,  this  college  offers 
a  big  inducement  in  the  delightful  climate  and  lovely  scenery  in 
and  around  Mobile.  It  must  be  a  positive  luxury  to  spend  a 
winter  in  Mobile.  Wide  awake  and  discriminating  students  and 
preceptors,  will  carefully  consider  the  claims  of  this  college  be- 
fore deciding. 

St.  Mary's  Academy,  Austin,  Texas.  This  popular  boarding 
and  day  school,  for  the  education  of  girls  and  young  ladies,  is 
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one  of  the  prides  of  Austin.  As  an  institution  of  learning,  it  is 
well  known  as  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  whole  South.  The 
Sisters  of  Mercy  have  charge — personal  charge— of  every  pupil, 
and  to  our  own  knowledge,  for  our  own  daughters  were  there 
three  years,  every  attention  is  bestowed  upon  the  development  of 
mental,  physical  and  moral  life.  The  situation  and  surround- 
ings are  picturesque  in  the  extreme,  and  doubtless  contribute  to 
the  formation  of  a  young  girl's  character;  but  what  is  of  equal 
or  more  importance,  the  hygiene,  is  perfect,  and  sickness  is  of 
the  rarest  occurrence,  and  never  of  a  serious  character.  We 
cordially  recommend  St.  Mary's  to  our  professional  friends  who 
have  young  daughters  to  educate.    Write  for  catalogue. 

The  great  firm  of  W.  H.  Schiefflin  &  Co.  occupy  our  second 
cover  page,  with  an  attractive  advertisement.  For  many  years 
Schiefflin  &  Co.  have  been  amongst  the  foremost  manufactur- 
ing chemists  of  America,  and  are  to-day  the  leaders  in  many 
lines.  They  are  the  physicians'  great  ally,  and  often  anticipate 
his  wants,  and  supply  him  with  the  newest  remedies  in  attrac- 
tive form  for  administration.  Schiefflin  &  Co.  have  been  called 
the  "Merck"  of  America,  in  which  we  think  the  other  Mercks 
may  feel  complimented.  Write  for  pamphlet  containing  list  of 
their  standard  preparations,  and  mention  the  Journal. 

Messrs.  Sharp  &  Dohme,  the  leading  Baltimore  manufacturing 
chemists,  hold  the  fort  another  year  on  our  front  cover  page. 
Their  preparations  are  of  standard  value,  and  are  known  and 
used  by  even  the  tyros  of  medicine. 

Messrs.  Battle  &  Co.,  the  St.  Louis  "Chemists'  Corporation," 
favorably  known  to  the  entire  profession,  are  with  us  for  another 
year.  Read  their  ad.  "Bromidia"  and  "Battle"  are  household 
words,  even  in  Europe,  and  so  is 

Fellows'  Syrup  of  the  Hypophosphites. 

The  Medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  of 
which  Dr.  J.  M.  Bodine  is  Dean,  renews  its  advertisement  lor 
another  year.  Dr.  Bodine  is  an  old  Texas  physician,  and  is  per- 
sonally known  to  a  large  number  of  the  profession  of  the  State. 
This  school  has  long  been  one  of  the  great  favorites  of  Texans. 
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Read  their  new  announcement,  and  in  writing  mention  the 
Journal. 

The  old  and  reliable  Missouri  Medical  College  renews  its  ad- 
vertisement. Please  read  it  carefully,  and  write  to  Dr.  Robinson 
for  a  catalogue. 

Messrs.  John  Wyeth  &  Bro.'s  advertisement,  in  this  issue,  is 
worthy  the  careful  attention  of  our  patrons.  They  give  a  com- 
plete list  of  their  Compressed  Hypodermic  Tablets,  embracing  in 
all  some  seventy-one  different  agents  and  combinations,  the  most 
complete  wTe  have  yet  seen.  In  it  will  be  found  almost  every 
medicament  used  in  hypodermic  practice.  This  house  was  the 
first  to  devise  this  most  valuable  and  convenient  form  of  subcu- 
taneous treatment.  The  well  known  reputation  of  this  house  is 
sufficient  guarantee  for  all  the  claims  they  make  for  them,  as 
well  as  for  all  their  preparations  so  wTidely  and  favorably  known. 

The  advertisement  of  Park  Davis  &  Co.  is  particularly  inter- 
esting at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  infantile  intestinal  disor- 
ders are  most  prevalent,  and  the  good  doctor,  having  run  the 
gamut  of  Dover's  powder,  bismuth  and  hyd.  c.  creta — is  casting 
around  for  something  that  will  snatch  the  little  tooth-cutter  from 
the  jaws  of  death.  There  is  also  in  this  issue  an  interesting  ar- 
ticle on  the  subject,  to  which  reference  is  made. 

We  beg  to  call  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  new  advertise- 
ments of  the  Atlanta  Medical  College,  Nashville  Medical  College, 
and  the  Enswoj  th  Medical  College  and  Hospital  of  St.  Joseph.  These 
ads.  wTere  received  after  the  July  number  was  complete;  hence  we 
can  do  no  more  than  mention  them.    Write  for  a  catalogue. 

Messrs.  Chas.  H.  Phillip's  Chemical  Company,  of  New  York, 
have  removed  to  77  Pine  street.  The  preparations  of  this  house 
have  a  high  and  standard  value,  and  for  elegance  and  reliability 
are  not  surpassed.    See  their  new  advertisement. 

The  John  A.  Barrett  Battery  Company's  Dry  Chloride  of  Sil- 
ver Battery  is  rapidly  superceeding  the  old  style  batten-  in  the 
estimation  of  Texas  physicians.  They  are  neat,  clean  and  reli- 
able; easily  kept  in  order;  no  solutions,  no  dirt.  Write  for  cata- 
logue and  mention  this  Journal. 
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substance,  as  of  skin  and  cellular  membrane  and  muscle,  is  lost 
or  cut  out,  the  deficiency  is  repaired  and  the  cavity  filled  up  by 
granulations  from  the  bottom,  and  at  last  covered  in  by  new 
skin.  If  a  part  be  removed,  and  is  without  delay  repaired,  (for 
instance,  a  tooth,  the  tip  of  the  ear,  or  finger,  or  a  part  of  the 
nose,)  it  becomes  firmly  united  in  its  original  situation.  So 
anxious  (if  you  will  allow  the  expression)  is  nature  to  preserve 
the  life  she  has  given,  that  wounds  of  the  most  important  organs 
will  cicatrize,  wounds  of  the  lungs,  of  the  heart,  of  the  bladder, 
of  the  intestines,  of  the  uterus,  even  of  the  brain. 

As  among  the  salutary  processes  of  nature,  some  writers  have 
classed  shivering,  convulsions,  sighing,  gout,  fever  wasting  dis- 
eases, dispepsia,  vertigo,  and  loss  of  appetite.  The  propriety  of 
so  considering  some  of  these,  may  be  doubted;  but  illustrations 
of  the  salutary  effects  of  the  majority  of  them  will  so  readily  pre- 
sent themselves  to  those  familiar  with  pathological  phenomena 
as  to  require  no  further  observation.  Viewing  the  principle  in 
its  widest  extent,  it  may  be  said  to  be  first  exemplified  in  the 
convulsions  of  infancy,  and  it  is  exhibited  for  the  last  time,  and 
so  often  ineffectually,  in  the  convulsions  so  frequently  preceding 
death.  There  is  a  consolation,  not  unattended  with  a  hope  of 
the  final  extension  of  medicine  far  beyond  its  present  powers, 
to  be  derived  from  observing  that  even  diseases  of  a  most  fatal 
character  evince  a  conformity  (as  it  were)  to  the  same  great 
curative  and  preventive  law.  The  w?hole  series  of  the  changes 
in  the  tubercle  are  but  so  many  efforts  to  dislodge  and  eliminate 
it  from  the  lungs;  the  process  is  attended  with  irritation,  and  by 
long  continuance,  or  rather  by  constant  repetition,  generally 
ends  in  death.  A  similar  process  prevails  in  cancer,  and  is  some- 
times, although  rarely,  more  happily  effected.  Calculi  in  the 
bladder  become  enveloped  in  pouches  of  the  lining  membrane 
and  irritate  the  patient  no  more,  and  sometimes  escape  by  ulcera- 
tion into  the  rectum  or  vagina,  or  through  the  abdominal  integ- 
uments. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  admitting  these  indications  of  the 
"Vis  Medicatrix  Naturae,"  without  referring  them  to  anything 
more  than  an  internal  sense,  which  the  preservation  of  existence 
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did  not  require  to  be  of  the  same  nature  as  what  are  called  the 
external  senses.  It  would  hardly  be  necessary  to  the  more  ma- 
terial character  given  to  the  power,  if  the  physicians  who  were 
most  disposed  to  invest  it  with  personal  properties  and  dignity 
had  not,  as  a  natural  consequence,  become  too  scrupulous  about 
opposing  it,  even  to  the  extent  of  curing  all  diseases  by  what  the 
French  have  called  "Expectation."  The  proper  advantage  of 
admitting  such  a  power  is,  that  it  prevents  indiscriminate  and 
officious  meddling,  that  "Medicina  purturbatrix,"  which  inces- 
santly contradicts  even  the  best  efforts  towards  a  natural  cure. 
In  the  modern  practice  of  medicine  and  surger}-,  the  "vis  medi- 
catrix"  is  seldom  entirely  disregarded,  but  its  suggestions  are  not 
followed  without  discretion,  and  never  a  case  presents  itself  but 
what  the  question  forces  itself  upon  us,  "How  far  should  we 
trust  that  unquestionable  power?"  For  while  we  must  all  ac- 
knowledge the  intention  of  its  working,  we  often  see  it  work  in 
a  very  dangerous  manner,  and  too  much  by  a  general  rule; 
sometimes  too  abruptly,  sometimes  after  too  lingering  a  manner. 

The  prime  object  of  art  is  to  adapt  the  rule  to  particular  in- 
stances; and  the  greatest  wisdom  of  the  practitioner  is  shown  in 
deciding  when  to  wait  upon  nature,  when  to  rouse  her  to  action, 
when  to  moderate  those  exertions,  and  when  to  put  an  absolute 
stop  to  them. 

When  a  bone  is  broken  (the  body  being  in  full  health),  the 
vis  medicatrix  is  seen  in  full  activity — the  whole  restorative  force 
is  called  out.  The  vascularity,  the  heat,  the  vitality  of  the  sur- 
rounding parts  is  increased,  and  inflammation  ensues.  But  it  is 
often  necessary  to  moderate  this  zeal  and  haste  of  nature, — to 
lessen  the  superfluous  excitement,  leaving  only  that  degree  of  it 
without  which  the  repair  cannot  proceed.  The  savages  trust  to 
the  natural  power  of  healing  so  entirely,  that  it  is  said  the  most 
frightful  wounds  will  heal  without  surgical  aid.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  patient  of  infirm  constitution  or  disordered  health,  be- 
comes subject  to  some  local  congestion,  or  some  accidental  or 
trifling  injury  brings  a  part  of  the  integuments  into  a  state  of 
chronic  or  inactive  disease,  and  the  "Vis  Medicatrix  Naturae"  is 
not  exerted  until  the  obstacle  to  its  exertion,  the  disordered  state 
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(perhaps  of  the  digestive  organs)  is  removed  by  alterative  medi- 
cines. But  that  done,  and  a  wound  or  an  abrasion  which  had 
remained  stationery  for  weeks,  instantly  puts  on  a  new  character. 
Secretory  and  absorbant  processes  are  at  once  commenced,  and 
the  cure  is  soon  completed.  We  see,  too,  in  the  case  of  a  pa- 
tient alarmingly  lowered  by  an  attack  of  fever,  the  nervous  en- 
ergy sunk,  the  power  of  the  heart  diminished,  the  digestive  func- 
tion almost  annihilated,  the  respiration  laborious  and  feeble,  nat- 
ure, unassisted,  will  try  to  make  this  patient  rally;  but  if  suc- 
cessful, it  can  only  be  done  in  the  course  of  many  weeks,  per- 
haps months,  and  the  body  and  mind  will  long  continue  to  suf- 
fer, or  perhaps  never  wholly  recover.  But  we  know  that  by  the 
timely  use  of  stimulants  and  tonics  we  can  arouse  the  powers  of 
digestion,  and  reanimate  the  whole  frame  in  less  than  half  the 
time,  and  with  less  than  half  the  danger.  Whilst,  however,  we 
seriously  consider  the  design  of  nature  in  any  malady,  whether 
she  is  working  and  how  she  is  working,  and  how  the  machinery 
will  endure  the  process  she  has  set  up,  we  should  still  never 
trust  entirely  to  the  "Vis  Medicatrix  Naturae,"  except  in  cases 
of  the  most  trifling  injuries,  where  a  process  of  very  small  ex- 
tent is  all  that  is  required  for  the  cure. 

The  natural  powers  oi  healing  and  recovery  are  in  many  cases 
strongly  influenced  by  peculiar  mental  states.  The  same  emo- 
tions and  passions  which  redden  and  blanch  the  cheek,  which 
affect  the  cutaneous  or  renal  functions,  or  those  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  can  also  promote  or  retard  the  activity  of  the  '  'Vis 
Medicatrix  Naturae,"  and  for  that  reason  the  question  again  pres- 
ents itself,  "How  far  should  physicians  trust  to  that  power  of 
nature?" 

Confidence  of  recovery  often  conduces  to  recovery  and  extreme 
despondency  as  often  to  fatal  results.  This  is  very  conspicuous 
in  some  affections,  particularly  in  fevers,  and  has  been  asserted 
by  surgeons  to  prevail  in  malignant  disorders,  especially  in  can- 
cer, and  therefore,  some  practitioners  are  inclined  to  place  im- 
plicit reliance  on  the  prognostics,  in  which  their  patients  are  dis- 
posed to  indulge.  And  while  I  believe  that  is  rather  to  extremes, 
the  influence  of  mind  over  disease  should  never  be  overlooked 
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by  the  physician,  nor  should  he  forget  to  teach  the  fact,  that  this 
influence  of  the  mind,  like  all  the  mental  actions,  may  by  firm 
endeavor  be,  to  a  great  extent,  subjected  to  the  will. 

Of  this  influence  we  have  a  very  striking  example  in  the 
many  and  surprising  recoveries  resulting  from  the  so-called 
"Christian  Science"  and  "Mind  Cure."  And  is  not  the  relation 
of  the  "mind  cure"  movement  to  ordinary  medical  practice  very 
important,  in  that  it  emphasizes  what  the  most  philosophical 
physicians  of  all  schools  have  always  deemed  of  the  first  impor- 
tance: that  medicine  is  but  occasionally  necessary?  Of  that  fact 
we  have  abundant  proof  in  the  large  number  of  cases,  grave 
cases,  which  recover  without  medical  aid,  simply  trusting  to  the 
"vis  medicatrix  naturae."  Doctors,  are  we  not  too  vain  of  our 
knowledge  of  "materia  medica;"  and  does  not  that  vanity  often 
lead  us  to  prescribing  medicines,  when  they  might  often  be  dis- 
pensed with  entirely,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  patient? 
Who  does  not  know  that  the  day  of  massive  pills  and  bulky 
powders  has  long  since  past  and  gone?  And  what  physician  of 
any  intelligence  or  progress  in  the  science  of  medicine  will  not 
confess  that  the  tendency  of  the  time  is  toward  less  and  simpler 
medicine  and  a  greater  reliance  upon  the  "vis  medicatrix  naturae?" 
which  for  3'ears  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  leaders  of  the 
medical  profession,  as  the  final  element  in  every  cure.  Sir  John 
Forbes,  one  of  the  most  prominent  regular  practitioners  of  Eng- 
land, in  his  famous  article  on  homeopathy,  says:  "First,  that  in 
a  large  portion  of  the  cases  treated  by  allopathic  physicians,  the 
disease  is  cured  by  nature  and  not  by  them;  second,  that  in  a 
lesser,  but  still  not  a  small  proportion,  the  disease  is  cured  by 
nature  in  spite  of  them;  third,  that  consequently,  in  a  consider- 
able portion  of  diseases,  it  would  fare  as  well,  or  better,  with 
patients,  if  all  remedies,  at  least,  active  remedies,  especially 
drugs,  were  abandoned." 

Even  as  long  ago  as  Sydenham's  time,  that  great  scholar  and 
teacher  said:  "I  often  think  that  more  could  be  left  to  nature 
than  we  are  in  the  habit  of  leaving  to  her;  to  imagine  that  she 
always  wants  the  help  of  art,  is  an  error,  and  an  unlearned  error 
too." 
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Sir  John  Marshall,  of  the  London  University  school,  in  his 
opening  address  to  the  session  of  1865,  said:  "The  vis  medicatrix 
is  the  agent  to  employ  in  the  healing  of  an  ulcer  or  the  union  of 
a  broken  bone;  and  it  is  equally  true  that  the  physician  or  sur- 
geon never  cured  a  disease;  he  only  assists  the  natural  process  of 
cure,  performed  by  the  intrinsic,  conservative  energy  of  the 
frame,  and  this  is  but  the  extension  of  force  imparted  at  the  ori- 
gination of  the  individual  being." 

So  we  see,  that  in  the  days  long  since  gone  by,  when  the  me- 
dical science  was  obscured  by  the  darkness  of  the  middle  ages, 
even  down  to  the  present  day  of  wonderful  enlightenment  and 
progress,  physicians  advocated  a  greater  reliance  upon  the  "vis 
medicatrix  naturae."  But,  unfortunately,  they  did  not  have,  nor 
have  they  yet,  a  proper  faith  in  nature's  power  to  heal,  a  faith 
that  would  lead  them  to  let  her  severely  alone,  except  in  those 
instances  in  which  she  was  either  too  slow,  or  too  weak  to  ac- 
complish the  end  aimed  at.  With  the  knowledge  which  we  have 
of  her  ability  to  heal,  does  it  not  behoove  us,  her  coadjutors  in 
the  divine  art,  to  advocate  a  greater  reliance  upon  "vis  medica- 
trix naturae?"  I  believe  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  most 
sensible  persons  will  prefer  a  physician  who  understands  both 
mind  and  bod}%  who  can  be  a  "father  confessor"  to  the  sick 
man,  relieving  him  of  the  responsibility  of  treating  himself,  quiet- 
ing his  mind,  and  strengthening  him  by  hope,  and  stimulating 
him  by  his  persoual  presence;  one,  who,  understanding  the  min- 
eral, plant  and  animal  substances  included  in  the  materia  medica, 
can  assist  nature,  interfering  only  when  absolutely  necessary  and 
certainly  safe;  too  learned  and  honest  when  not  knowing  what 
to  do,  ever  to  do  he  knows  not  what. 

They  will  also  prefer  a  physician  who  can  relieve  their  pains, 
when  incurable;  smooth  their  pathway  to  the  inevitable  end;  or 
when  he  has  the  happiness  to  see  them  convalescent,  will  be 
able  to  give  him  such  hygienic  hints  as  may  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  malady,  or  save  them  from  something  worse.  So, 
let  us  in  these  meetings,  while  striving  to  learn  more  of  diseases 
and  "medicines  and  appliances  which  conduce  most  to  their  alle- 
viation and  cure,  give  more  thought  to  the  "vis  medicatrix  na- 
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turse?"  Can  it  be  trusted?  When,  and  how  far?  And  when  we 
have  solved  that  problem,  let  us  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  our 
way,  trusting  that  the  verdict  of  mankind  (excepting  minds  prone 
to  vagaries  on  the  borderland  of  insanity)  will  be  that  pronounced 
more  than  two  thousand  years  ago  by  Ecclesiastic: 

"The  Lord  hath  created  medicines  out  of  the  earth,  and  he 
that  is  wise  will  not  abhor  them.  My  son,  in  thy  sickness  be 
not  negligent,  but  pray  unto  the  Lord  and  he  will  make  thee 
whole.  Leave  off  from  sin  and  order  thy  hands  aright;  and 
cleanse  thy  heart  from  all  wickedness.  Then  give  place  to  the 
physician,  for  the  Lord  hath  created  him.  Let  him  not  go  from 
thee,  for  thou  hast  need  of  him.  There  is  a  time,  when  in  their 
hands  there  is  good  success.  For  they  shall  also  pray  unto  the 
Lord  that  he  would  prosper  that  which  they  give  for  ease  and  to 
prolong  life." 


TWO  CASES  OF  LilGflTIOfl  FO£  Iifll^GH  ANEUJRISJVIS. 


BY  W.  J.  PETTUS,  M.  D. , 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  Service,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of 
the  Skin,  Genito  Urinary  Organs,  and  Venereal  Diseases,  Texas 
Medical  College  and  Hospital,  Galveston,  Texas. 


CASE  I. — ANEURISM  OF  INNOMINATE  AND  RIGHT  CAROTID  AR- 
TERIES, LIGATION,  OF  COMMON  CAROTID  AND  SUB-CLAVIAN; 
IMPROVEMENT. 

1\  /TRS.  M.  C,  age  40  years,  Irish,  never  seriously  ill  before, 


-LV-L  but  addicted  to  drinking.  Four  years  ago,  she  noticed  a 
sensation  of  accelerated  beating  of  the  heart,  and  a  feeling  of 
oppression  extending  over  the  left  side,  palpitation  sometimes  in- 
terfered with  sleep;  voice  became  husky,  respiration  on  exertion 
became  rapid  and  difficult.  January,  1889,  a  pulsating  tumor, 
visible  from  a  distance,  filling  the  supra-sternal  groove  and  reach, 
ing  up  in  front  of  right  sterno-mastoid  muscle.  By  touch  a  pul- 
sating sac  was  felt,  corresponding  to  the  innominate  and  lower 
part  of  the  carotid,  and  probably  extending  down  into,  and  in- 
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volving  the  arch  of  the  aorta.  This  sac  possesses  all  the  char- 
acteristic signs  of  an  aneurism;  loud  bruit  heard,  with  a  distinct 
thrill;  apex  beat  of  heart,  between  6th  and  7th  ribs,  otherwise 
normal  condition  of  heart;  diagnosis,  aneurism,  involving  the 
innominate  and  common  carotid,  and  probably  the  arch  of  the 
aorta,  due  to  atheromatous  degeneration.  Operation  by  Drs. 
Pettus  and  Hadra.  Ligation  of  right  common  carotid,  above 
omo-hyoid  muscle,  and  of  right  sub-clavian  in  the  third  part.  Pul- 
sation at  wrist  at  once  disappeared.  Patient  rallied  well  from 
chloroform,  and  had  not  the  slightest  symptoms  of  cerebral  dis- 
turbance. Some  oversight  in  asepsis  must  have  been  the  cause 
of  the  tedious  healing  of  the  wound  at  the  site  of  the  ligation  of 
sub-clavian  artery.  Catgut  ligature  used  on  both  vessels.  The 
pulsation  of  the  supra-sternal  part  of  the  aneurism  was  but  little 
diminished  immediately  after  the  operation,  and  after  a  few  days 
seemed  to  be  as  strong,  or  even  a  little  stronger  than  before,  but 
patient  expressed  herself  as  feeling  much  better;  her  former  dis- 
agreeable and  painful  sensation  being  much  improved.  Patient 
re-examined  about  July  1st,  1889;  pulsation  and  size  of  sac  very 
much  diminished  in  the  supra-sternal  groove;  carotid  portion  of 
aneurism  also  much  smaller.  Patient  is  very  much  improved, 
rests  easily,  suffers  scarcely  at  all  from  palpitation  and  shortness 
of  breath,  and  is  rid  of  the  severe,  gnawing  pain  felt  between  the 
shoulders.  Before  the  operation,  she  was  unable  to  pursue  her 
occupation,  that  of  a  cook,  but  now  is  working  with  much  ease. 

CASE  2. — ANEURISM  OF  RIGHT  COMMON  CAROTID  ARTERY,  LIGA- 
TION OF  ARTERY,  RECOVERY. 

Chas.  Richardson,  age  51,  American,  sailor,  of  intemperate 
habits,  came  under  observation  on  March  29th,  1889,  complain- 
ing of  toothache,  or  rather  neuralgia  of  right  side  cf  **  face.  He 
stated  that  the  toothache  had  caused  the  swelling,  visile  on  the 
right  side  of  his  neck,  both  having  come  on  at  the  same  time, 
eight  days  before.  Examination  disclosed  a  rounded  swelling, 
extending  from  about  1  *4  inches  below  the  ear  to  the  same  dis- 
tance above  the  clavicle.  Palpation  showed  a  marked  pulsation 
and  thrill  over  the  sac,  and  upon  consultation  a  loud  and  distinct 


* 


S3 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


"bruit  could  be  heard.  He  complained  of  great  dryness  of  the 
throat,  with  a  harsh,  dry  cough,  could  not  speak  above  a  whisper, 
and  had  great  difficulty  in  swallowing.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
U.  S.  Marine  wards  on  March  30th,  and  on  April  1st,  the  carotid 
was  ligated  by  Dr.  Pettus  with  a  boiled  silk  ligature,  below  the 
omo-hyoid.  The  sac  at  once  became  much  smaller,  and  pulsa- 
tion disappeared  entirely.  On  April  6th,  the  dressing  was  re- 
moved, showing  union  by  first  intention,  except  where  drainage 
tube  was  introduced.  On  May  6th,  faint,  but  distinct  pulsation 
could  be  felt  in  the  sac,  but  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  he 
■was  discharged  recovered.  Examination  on  July  5th,  showed  a 
complete  recovery,  there  being  no  bruit  or  thrill  to  be  heard  or 
felt,  and  the  position  of  the  former  aneurism,  could  only  be  told 
'-by  a  small  hard  lump,  easily  felt. 
Galvkston,  Texas,  July  27,  1889. 


A  ^H^RHK^SliH  CASH  OF  ELEPHANTIASIS. 


BY  T.  J.  BENNETT,  M.  D.,   AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 


Read  before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  June  20,  1889. 
'  ATllyDK  S.,  age  50,  colored  female,  resident  of  Austin  for 


■i-VA.  thirty  years.  Family  history  good.  Patient  is  from  a 
family  several  members  of  which  weigh  considerably  over  200 
pounds  each,  and  patient  herself  has  weighed  over  400  pounds 
for  the  last  five  or  ten  years. 

Fifteen  years  ago  the  disease  with  which  the  patient  is  afflicted, 
began  to  develop  near  the  ankles.  It  appeared  first,  as  do  a  great 
many  cases  of  elephantiasis,  in  the  form  of  erysipelas — a  mere 
inflammation  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue.  This  attack 
was  treated  and  apparently  cured,  but  in  a  few  months  a  second 
attack  set  up  in  the  same  locality,  from  which  the  patient  did  not 
entirely  recover,  the  integument  remaining  somewhat  thickened 
and  indurated.  Repeated  attacks  of  this  inflammation  continued 
to  recur  every  few  months  for  a  number  of  years.  Each  invasion 
left  the  parts  more  and  more  indurated,  thickened  and  roughened, 
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until  the  whole  of  the  lower  extremity  became  enormously  en- 
larged. There  are  several  large  ulcers  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
leg,  both  on  the  posterior  and  anterior  surfaces.  The  hypertro- 
phic skin  and  enlarged  lymph  vessels  are  not  confined,  as  is 
usual  in  this  disease,  to  the  lower  limbs,  but  nearly  the  whole 
body  is  more  or  less  affected.  On  the  abdomen  and  anterior 
aspect  of  the  shoulders  and  chest  are  numerous  corrugations  and 
ridges  as  large  as  the  little  finger.  The  cut  does  not  bring  them 
out  in  full.  A  patient,  naturally  as  corpulent  as  this  one  is,  to 
be  thus  affected,  presents  a  figure  rarely  observed. 


The  dimensions  of  the  patient  are  as  follows:  Height,  5  feet  3 
inches;  weight,  440  pounds;  ankle,  26^  inches  in  circumference; 
knee,  31^  inches;  thigh,  46  inches;  abdomen,  6  feet;  largest  part 
6  feet  6J/2  inches. 

I  may  state  that  these  measurements  were  taken  after  the  pa- 
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tient  had  been  considerably  reduced  by  the  free  use  of  tincture 
of  digitalis  and  the  bitartrate  of  patassa,  which  remedy  the  pa- 
tient has  remained  upon  four  or  five  weeks,  and  has  been  greatly 
benefited  so  far  as  the  distension  is  concerned. 

At  oue  time  death  appeared  imminent  from  dyspucea,  due  to 
the  great  distension  of  the  skin,  lymph  vessels  and  subcutaneous 
connective  tissues.  The  patient  has  been  compelled  to  sleep  in 
a  half  erect  position  for  months. 

Albumen  has  been  present  in  the  urine  in  considerable  quan- 
tity since  I  first  saw  the  patient,  about  four  months  ago.  No 
tube  cysts,  however,  have  been  found  by  the  microscope,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  presence  of  albumen  is  due  to  increased  vas- 
cular pressure. 

One  of  the  etiological  factors  in  elephantiasis,  as  considered  by 
eminent  authority,  is  the Jilatia  sanguinis  hominis,  a  long  slender 
parasite  slightly  attenuated  from  its  head  towards  its  tail.  The 
female  is  said  to  measure  from  three  to  four  inches  in  length,  and 
is  about  the  nineteeth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  These  parasites 
live  in.  the  lymph  channels  and  are  supposed  to  be  first  deposited 
in  the  blood  by  mosquitoes.  They  are  a  cause  of  elephantiasis 
only  when  the  lymph  vessels  are  obstructed  by  them.  The  dis- 
ease may  be  caused  by  anything  that  partially  or  wholy  obstructs 
these  canals. 

Oue  of  the  best  definitions  of  elephantiasis  is  given  by  Diihr- 
ing:  "A  chronic  hypertrophic  disease  of  the  skin  and  subcuta- 
neous connective  tissue,  characterized  by  enlargement  and  de- 
formity of  the  parts  affected,  accompanied  by  lymphangitis, 
swelling,  oedema,  thickening,  induration,  pigmentation,  and  pa- 
pillary growth." 

It  may  appear  among  any  class  of  people,  or  in  any  climate, 
but  it  flourishes  most  among  the  poor  and  ill  fed,  and  in  a  warm 
climate.  It  is  claimed  by  a  recent  writer  that  the  natural  habita- 
tion of  elephantiasis  is  the  Samoan  islands. 

Its  treatment  is  very  unsatisfactory.  Amputation  of  affected 
limbs,  ligation  of  arteries,  etc. ,  have  been  practiced  with  only 
ameliorating  results  at  best.    Constitutional  treatment  has  been 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


55 


of  no  avail  further  than  mitigating  of  symptoms,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, prolonging  of  life. 

The  chief  interest  in  the  case  above  reported  lies  in  the  unu- 
sual extent  of  surface  involved  which  includes  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  the  entire  body.  The  case  is  reported  mainly  on  ac- 
count of  elephantiasis  being  a  rare  disease  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  This  is  the  only  case  recorded  in  the  State  so  far,  as  I 
am  aware. 

Notk. — Since  writing  the  above  the  patient  has  died,  appar- 
ently from  the  effects  of  over- distention  of  the  lymph  vessels  and 
•connective  tissues.    No  autopsy. 


A  TA^flfiTULifl  BITE. 


BY  J.   C.   BAIRD,   M.   D. ,   PIDCOCK'S  RANCH. 


(For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.) 
W.,  age  38,  stout  and  hearty.    About  3  o'clock,  a.  m.,  May 


J  •  9th,  felt  something  crawling  over  his  breast,  "grabbed" 
and  crushed  it.  Did  not  get  up  yet,  the  pain  was  such  that  he 
did  not  sleep  any  more.  Got  up  early  and  went  to  work;  thought 
that  he  had  been  bitten  by  a  wasp,  and  that  he  would  soon  be 
all  right.  By  noon  the  parts  were  swollen,  and  quite  painful ;  at 
which  time,  the  children  told  him  that  a  large  black  spider  was 
on  the  floor,  near  his  bed,  mashed  up.  Then  he  sent  to  me  for 
"something  to  put  on  a  spider  bite."  I  sent  him  a  solution  of 
permang.  pot.,  which  I  generally  use  for  such  cases,  thinking 
nothing  more  it  until  my  return  Saturday,  at  noon,  this  being 
Thursday,  when  I  was  summoned  to  see  Mr.  W.  in  haste. 

On  my  arrival,  found  patient  in  bed;  said  he  was  too  sick  to 
stand  up,  and  that  he  had  not  slept  or  rested  five  minutes  since 
lie  was  bitten,  the  pain  being  very  severe  all  the  time,  of  a 
burning,  lancinating  character  with  extreme  nausea.  Had  eaten 
nothing  ;  bowels  not  acted  since  the  bite  ;  kidneys  acted  but 
very  little  ;  pulse  fast  and  weak  ;  cold  clammy  sweat  ;  pupils 
dilated  ;  expression  that  of  extreme  anguish  and  pain.  The 
bite,  about  two  inches  above  right  nipple,  and  from  the  wound 
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extending  about  3  by  6  inches,  was  a  very  dark  place,  swollen  and 
very  painful ;  entire  body  swollen ;  right  arm  paralyzed  ;  body 
of  a  dark  mottled  appearance. 

The  treatment:  First  I  gave  morph.  ar.  spts.  ammonia  and 
alcohol.  Then  cast,  oil  and  turpentine  for  the  bowels;  in  half 
hour  began  tr.  iodine,  ten  drops  with  the  stimulant,  one  hour 
apart,  until  kidneys  act  well.  Then  three  hours  apart,  locally, 
laudanum  in  solution  carb.  amm.  warm,  this  to  be  kept  up  until 
my  return  at  5  p.  m.  Found  patient  sitting  up  in  bed,  feeling 
some  better,  kidneys  acted  freely,  but  not  the  bowels.  The  dark 
place  about  the  wound  was  now  of  a  yellowish  green  appearance, 
entire  chest  very  red  and  tender,  looking  very  much  like  erj^sip- 
elas,  temperature  104,  but  pulse  still  weak,  cold  sweating  had 
stopped,  skin  hot  and  dry.  Gave  antipyrin  10  grs.  every  two 
hours  until  fever  subsides.  Sulph.  magn.  for  the  bowels;  con- 
tinue tr.  iod.  with  stimulants,  three  hours  apart,  stimulant  oftener 
if  needed.  Locally,  poultices  wet  with  perm.  pot.  and  laudanum. 
Next  day  found  patient  clear  of  fever,  bowels  and  kidneys  acting 
well,  general  swelling  going  down.  Being  satisfied  that  the  dark 
place,  three  by  six  inches,  was  now  entirely  dead,  or  gangrenous, 
ordered  charcoal  with  the  poultices,  and  to  relieve  the  pain 
about  edges  of  dead  flesh,  used  hydro,  chl.  cocoaine  locally,  and 
if  need  to  secure  rest,  morph.  at  night.  On  Tuesday  I  removed 
the  slough,  and  it  left  an  ugly  wound,  fully  half  an  inch  deep; 
washed  with  carbolized  water,  then  dusted  with  iodoform  and 
boric  acid  finely  powdered,  edges  of  wound  to  be  kept  soft  with 
carbolized  oil,  over  which  borated  cotton  to  be  kept  all  the  time. 
This  treatment  has  been  kept  up,  lengthening  time  and  lessening 
quantity  as  needed.  Now,  June  20,  have  a  sore  about  1  by  3 
inches,  healthy  and  free  from  pain  more  than  would  be  from  any 
ordinary  sore;  patient  otherwise  in  usual  good  health.  Brother 
M.  D.'s,  could  the  treatment  have  been  improved,  or  would  na- 
tive have  been  sufficient  to  overcome  the  poison,  and  pre- 
vent death  without  medical  aid  ?  Any  criticism  or  suggestion 
will  be  appreciated.  I  have  reported  this  to  show  the  toxic  ef- 
fect short  of  death,  as  there  is  a  doubt,  seemingly,  with  writers, 
as  to  whether  the  tarantula  is  really  poisonous  or  not. 
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Note. — Deaf  Doctor:  Herewith  I  send  you  report  of  a  case  of 
tarantula  bite.  This  line  of  treatment  I  generally  use  in  snake  bites,, 
never  having  seen  any  one  bitten  by  a  tarantula  before. 

Last  week  I  was  called  in  some  20  minutes  after  the  occur- 
rence. A  man  at  night,  while  wading  the  creek  near  here,, 
stepped  on  a  moccasin,  which  bit  him  on  the  instep  under  the 
water.  I  first  injected  solution  of  pot.  permanganate  into  the 
wounds;  then  applied  carbolic  acid  pure  to  the  wounds  and 
ordered  cloths  wet  with  solution  of  pot.  perm,  to  be  kept  up  and 
10  drops  tr.  iodine  in  a  little  toddy  every  hour  for  four  doses.  In 
six  hours  all  swelling  was  gone  and  nothing  save  a  little  sore- 
ness and  stiffness  in  the  ankles.  Now  the  question  is,  did  be- 
ing bitten  under  the  watet  so  modify  the  poison  that  it  was  of 
little  consequence?  as  I  have  never  before  had  a  bite  get  well  so. 
speedily. 


jvnfio**  SURGERY. 


MOLUSCUM  FIBROSUM. 


BY  D.  L.   PEEPLES,  M.    D.,  NAVASOTA,  TEXAS. 


CASK  I. — Mr.  S.  L.,  of  this  place,  aet  30,  occupation,  com- 
mercially engaged,  health  good,  habits  comparatively  good,, 
aspect  medium  size,  and  becoming  to  sanatas,  [?]  but  the  vic- 
tim of  an  innocent  fibromatous  tumor,  situated  in  the  dextral  in- 
fra-axillary region  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs.  Mr.  L. 
consulted  me  in  regard  to  its  removal,  and  I  advised  him  accord- 
ingly. 

Clinical  history:    About  two  years  ago  he  discovered  a  kind  of 
pedunculated  nucleus,  or  cytoblast,  which  from  thence  gradu- 
ally enlarged  without  pain,  until  just  previous  to  its  exsection,. 
when  he  began  to  realize  some  uncomfortable  sensibility  from 
the  growing  tumor. 

OPERATION. 

A  solution  of  hydrochlor.  cocaine  (4  per  cent.)  was  applied  over 
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the  parts  with  absorbent  cotton  (instead  of  hypodermically),  and 
then  a  very  superficial  incision  sufficiently  long,  from  behind  for- 
ward, was  made.  Solution  of  cocaine  reapplied  in  same  manner, 
until  anesthesia  occurred,  and  the  incision  then  carried  down  to 
the  tumor;  at  this  time  I  grasped  it  with  forceps,  and  dissected 
the  parts  away  until  it  was  detached  from  the  subcutaneous  con- 
nective tissues. 

Treatment:  The  cavity  was  then  cleansed  thoroughly  with  a 
bichloride  solution  i  to  iooo,  the  parts  brought  together  and 
held  in  position  by  means  of  isinglass  plaster,  then  a  small  piece 
of  absorbent  cotton  laid  over  the  wound,  and  a  bandage  encircling 
the  trunk  to  hold  the  cotton  in  place.  The  wound  healed  by 
first  intention,  without  any  plastic  extravasation,  and  no  incon- 
venience to  patient,  with  exception  of  local  soreness,  when  the 
muscles  were  exerted  in  the  axillary  region.  A  little  mild  chlor. 
mer.,  wTas  administered  just  after  the  operation,  and  quinine  con- 
tinued for  two  or  three-  days.  Patient  did  not  take  his  bed, 
though  the  tumor  was  quite  insignificant,  as  it  was  only  one  inch 
long  and  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  after  having 
emptied  its  contents,  the  serosity. 

TREATMENT  OF  CIONIS.  [?] 

Case  II.  Mr.  J.  McC,  set  25,  of  this  place,  the  prey  of  a  con- 
tinual annoying  hacking  cough,  for  months,  with  paroxysmal  at- 
tacks of  dyspnoea.  He  complained  of  sore  throat  and  severe 
tickling  therein.  On  examination  I  discovered  a  marked  case  of 
staphylo-diolysis,  producing  epiglottic  titillati,  and  laryngo  irri- 
tatio.  At  times  the  wound  would  rest  upon  the  base  of  the 
tongue,  at  others  upon  the  epiglottis,  and  probably  upon  the  glot- 
tis. In  this  condition  I  determined  on  staphylotomy.  Every 
thing  being  ready,  the  uvula  was  permitted  to  fall  between  the 
blades  of  a  Tieman's  uvulatome,  the  spring  touched,  amputating 
the  lower  half  of  the  uvula,  and  giving  almost  instant  relief  to 
the  cough  (or  tussis  et  titillatio),  though  the  parts  remained  ir- 
ritated and  hypersemic  for  several  days.  I  would  here  advise  my 
cotemporaries  of  the  uselessness  in  hesitancy  concerning  the  am- 
putation of  a  troublesome  or  elongated  uvula.    The  operation  is 
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simple,  and  can  be  performed  with  scissors  and  forceps,  where 
you  haven't  an  uvulatome  at  hand.  This  little  organ  or  cellular 
process,  is  of  little,  if  any  importance,  "its  use  is  not  clear," 
hence  one  can  do  as  well  without,  as  with  it." 


^CORRESPONDENCE. 

YOU^G  PAJRHNTS. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  i,  1889. 
Ed.  DanieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

In  response  to  the  inquiry  of  Dr.  Samuel  Fox,  of  Plantersville, 
Texas,  I  will  say  I  do  not  know  of  a  younger  mother,  than  the 
case  reported  by  him,  but  I  recall  a  case,  that  came  under  my 
observation  before  I  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  in  which 
the  mother  was  hardly  thirteen  years  old,  and  the  father  was  a 
little  less  than  fifteen.  The  child  was  born  at  full  term  and  lived 
about  four  months.     Yours,  Truly, 

E.  McD.  Bridgeford,  Mo., 

1914  N.  nth  Street. 


R  METHOD  OF  fl^TIFICIflli  HESPlKRTIOri. 

Ed.  DanieV 's,  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

I  have  for  some  time  been  practicing  a  method  of  artificial  re- 
spiration, mention  of  which  I  have  never  seen  in  print,  and  which 
I  find  much  better  than  Sylvester's,  or  any  other  with  which  I  am 
acquainted.    It  is  as  follows  : 

Have  the  patient  in  position  as  for  Sylvester's  method,  with 
operator  at  patients  head,  and  with  each  hand  spread  out  on 
patients  chest;  hook  the  fingers  under  the  margin  of  the  ribs, 
and  make  firm  traction  upward  and  onward,  which  will  produce 
a  deep  inspiration  then  with  firm  pressure  downward  and  in- 
ward, expiration  is  produced.  This  may  not  be  "someting  new," 
but  if  it  is,  and  you  think  it  worth}',  you  may  ' 'shape  it  up,"  and 
publish  it  in  your  journal. 

Yours,  &c,  J.  E.  Thomas. 
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jSoCIETY  j^OTES. 


CEJMT^flLi  TEXAS  JVIEDICALt  SOCIETY. 


Waco,  Texas,  July  26,  1889.. 
Editor  DanieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  twelfth  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Central  Texas  Medical 
Association,  which  convened  in  this  city  Tuesday,  July  9,  was 
equal  to  any  of  the  preceding  meetings,  in  point  of  interest, 
and  as  well  attended  as  could  be  expected  at  this  season  of 
the  year. 

The  first  thing  on  the  programme,  after  the  preliminary 
business,  was  the  reading  of  a  paper  on 

PUERPERAL  ECLAMPSIA, 

by  Dr.  J.  C.  Shaw,  of  Stranger.  The  doctor's  paper  was  well 
prepared,  and  showed  a  depth  of  research  which  drew  forth  com- 
mendations from  every  one.  The  doctor's  great  sine  qua  71071  in 
the  treatment  is  phlebotomy. 

The  discussion  which  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  was 
mainly  confined  to  the  methods  of  treatment  used  by  the  mem- 
bers, and  prophylaxis.  Some  used  veratrum  and  morphia,  some 
chloral,  some  chloroform,  some  bromides,  and  some  all  of  these 
remedies;  but  the  majority  seemed  to  favor  blood-letting.  Some 
of  the  members  made  a  distinction  between  cases  due  to  albu- 
minuria and  those  due  to  pressure  of  blood  upon  the  nervous 
centers,  and  thought  they  should  be  treated  differently.  The 
discussion  was  general,  and  enjoyed  by  all. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Brown  next  presented  a  case  of  a  young  man  who 
was  kicked  on  the  forehead  by  a  horse  ten  years  ago.  Seemed 
to  be  a  slight  depression  at  the  point.  Fifteen  months  ago  pa- 
tient began  to  have  convulsions,  which  bromides  controlled  for 
only  a  short  time. 

Dr.  E.  D.  Taylor  presented  a  case  of  what  he  called  paralysis 
agitans,  which  was  also  discussed  by  the  Association. 
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Dr.  W.  R.  Blailock,  of  McGregor,  read  a  paper  on 

THE  USE  OF  THE  MICROSCOPE  IN  THK  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE- 

The  paper  was  well  received,  but  not  discussed  to  any  great 
extent.  The  doctor  said:  "The  day  is  soon  coming  when  the 
physician  who  does  not  use  the  microscope  will  fall  behind  in 
the  race."  He  laid  particular  stress  on  its  use  as  an  aid  to  diag- 
nosis. 

The  Secretary  next  read  a  paper  furnished  by  Dr.  C.  F.  Paine, 
of  Comanche,  on 

ANTIPYRETICS. 

The  paper  received  as  much  praise  as  any  that  has  ever  been 
read  in  this  Association.  The  discussion  was  very  long,  and 
one  of  the  most  interesting  it  has  ever  been  the  pleasure  of  the 
writer  to  listen  to.  The  members  were  about  equally  divided  as 
to  the  relative  value  of  antipyrin  and  antifebrin,  some  favoring 
the  one,  some  the  other,  while  other  antipyretics  sank  into  in- 
significance beside  these  two.  A  very  small  number,  about 
three  members,  did  not  favor  the  use  of  antipyretics  at  all;  and 
quite  a  number  opposed  their  use  in  pneumonia.  There  was 
at  least  one  advocate  of  the  theory  of  the  conservatism  of  fever. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  A.  P.  Brown,  of  Fort  Worth,  ask- 
king  the  co-operation  of  the  association  in  preparing  a  creditable 
display  of  the  medicinal  minerals  and  plants  of  Texas,  at  the  next 
karporama. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  T.  O.  Hynes,  of  Brenham,  describ- 
ing the  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitio,  which  came  under  his 
observation  during  the  recent  epidemics  in  his  city. 

THE  EFFECT  OF  TOBACCO  ON  THE  EYE-SIGHT 

a  paper  furnished  by  Prof:  |F.  B.  Tiffany  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. , 
wTas  read.  The  'paper  was  well  received  and  discussed  by  the 
members.  The  President  stated  that  the  paper  was  a  perfect 
description  of  his  condition  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  when  he 
was  almost  blind  from  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  he  was  very  glad 
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that  the  attention  of  the  profession  had  been  called  to  this  sub- 
ject by  the  very  able  paper  of  Prof.  Tiffany. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Snead,  of  Waco,  read  an  interesting  paper  on 

FRACTURES  OF  THE  FEMUR, 

and  exhibited  the  apparatus,  with  which  he  treats  fractures  of 
the  shaft  of  the  bone.  He  does  not  approve  of  immediately 
placing  the  limb  in  a  plaster  splint  in  the  majority  of  cases  of 
fractures  of  the  fennur.  The  doctor's  apparatus  is  a  slight 
modification  of  the  Hodgen  splint. 

The  paper  was  well  discussed,  the  majority  of  the  members 
favoring  the  placing  of  a  plaster  splint  immediately  upon  setting 
the  bone. 

After  an  hour  pleasantly  passed  in  the  air  discussion  of  interest- 
ing cases,  the  association  adjourned  to  meet  again  Tuesday, 
October  8th,  1889. 

The  programme  for  the  next  meeting  is  as  follows:  "Obesity," 
by  Dr.  M.  O.  Wright;  "Diphtheria,"  by  Dr.  O.  I.  Halbert; 
"Pyrexia,"  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes;  "Injuries  Incident  to  Parturi- 
tion," by  Dr.  P.  M.  Kuykendall;  4 'Medical Experts,"  by  Dr.  H.  L. 
Parsons.  W.  O.  Wilkes;  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Ed.  DanieC  s  Texas  Medical  Joiunal: 

Dear  Doctor: — The  Thirteent  Quarterly  Session  of  the 
Central  Texas  Medical  Association  will  convene  in  Waco,  Tues- 
day, October  8th,  1889.    Papers  will  be  read  as  follows: 

"Obesity,"  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Wright.  "Diptheria,"  by  Dr.  O.  I. 
Halbert.  '  'Injuries  Incident  to  Parturition — Their  Consequences 
and  Treatment, ' '  by  Dr.  P.  M.  Kuykenndall.  "Medical  Experts — 
Their  Rights  and  Obligatiods, ' '  by  Dr.  H.  L.  Parsons.  1  'Pyrexia, ' ' 
by  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes. 

This  notice  is  to  give  ample  time  for  reading  up  these  subjects, 
so  that  you  may  come  to  the  meeting  "Loaded  for  B'ar." 

Volunteer  papers  always  acceptable;  and  their  titles  should  J)e 
sent  to  the  Secretary  as  early  as  possible. 

H.  C.  Ghent,  Pres.  W.  O.  Wilkes,  Secy. 


EDITORIAL  DEPAKTffiEnT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D.,  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLLAEC5ATCBS :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Sweariiigen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tuner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  U.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine.  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Clehurne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Roger*,  M.D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


There  is  published  in  Chicago  a  so-called  Medical  Standard 
(a  very  low  "standard"  truly,)  an  anonymous  sheet  which,  in 
the  brief  space  of  its  existence  has,  by  a  persistent  course  of  mis- 
representation, and  distortion  of  the  utterances  of  its  contempo- 
raries, continually  snarling  and  snapping,  incurred  the  contempt 
of  the  entire  reputable  portion  of  the  medical  press.  It  is  a  kind 
•of  journalistic  Ishmael,  whose  hand  seems  against  everybody. 

This  sheet  sometime  back  assaulted  the  Journal  of  the  Ameticaii 
Medical  Association,  attacking  Prof.  Davis  under  an  incog.,  attri- 
buting words  to  him  which  he  never  uttered,  and  criticising  them 
in  a  shameful  manner; — doubtless  hoping  to  provoke  the  great 
man  to  notice, — even  to  kick  him; — but  Dr.  Davis  cannot  con- 
descend even  to  kick  everything  that  snaps  at  his  heels. 

The  latest  piece  of  impudence  and  downright  falsification  on 
the  part  of  this  no  name  editor  occurs  in  the  JJlIy~mimber  of  the 
Sta?idard. 

In  our  last  issue  we  pointed  out  the  fact  that  a  Chicago  Jour- 
nal, edited  by  representatives  of  the  Chicago  Post  Graduate 
Medical  College,  is  carrying  in  its  pages  the  advertisement  of  a 
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notorious  nostrum  and  "patent"  medicine.  The  Standard  copies 
this,  and  says, — referring  to  us, — "The  chief  editor  of  that  "or- 
gan," having  recently  been  the  servile  tool  of  local  politicians  in 
a  disreputable  plot  against  a  brother  physician,  we  hardly  ex- 
pected a  high  ethical  tone  in  a  journal  edited  by  him." 

(Hello,  have  we  unwittingly  stepped  on  the  "Unknown's"  toes? 
Well,  things  that  crawl  in  the  dark  and  sting  people,  must  ex- 
pect to  get  stepped  on.) 

The  above  is,  we  suppose,  an  allusion  to  the  trial  (and  convic- 
tion) of  Superintendent  Dorset,  of  the  Austin,  Texas,  Lunatic 
Asylum,  on  charges  brought  by  Dr.  Johnson,  an  ex-employe. 
With  this  we  had  no  more  to  do  than  the  man  in  the  moon;  nor 
had  any  "local  politicians"  any  hand  in  it,  so  far  as  we  are  aware. 

In  the  exercise  of  our  privilege  as  a  journalist  we  criticised  the 
appointment  as  superintendent,  of  one  whom  we  knew  to  be  inex. 
perienced,  (and  therefore  incompetent;)  and  as  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral interest  to  the  profession  we  published  the  charge,  the  trial 
and  the  verdict,  which  we  unquestionably  had  a  right  to  do. 
But  our  only  connection  with  the  affair,  one  way  or  another,  was, 
while  present  at  the  trial  on  a  written  invitation  from  Dr.  Dorset, 
we  were,  unexpectedly,  requested  to  testify  to  a  conversation  had 
with  Dr.  Dorset  relative  to  the  appointment  of  his  assistants. 
This  we  did. 

It  was  our  intention  to  say,  only,  in  reply  to  the  above  libel- 
ous charge,  that  being  anonymous,  it  is  as  cowardly  and  contempt- 
ible as  it  is  maliciously  false;  but  we  see  such  evidence  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  "Standard"  that  the  kettle  has  called  the  pot 
names,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  it.  The  "Stand- 
ard" has,  all  along,  been  on  the  side  of,  and  defended  the 
"boodle"  appointees  in  the  Cook  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  and 
now  that  the  superintendent  has  been  removed  (on  charges,  we 
believe)  and  a  successor  appointed,  this  conscienceless  and  con- 
cealed editor,  whoever  he  (she  or  it)  may  be, — instigated,  no 
doubt,  by  the  "boodle"  politicians, — attacks  him,  (under  cover, 
of  course,)  accusing  him  of  inexperience  and  incompetency,  and 
even  charges  that  he  has  killed  his  patients  to  make  room  for  new 
cases;  and  this  in  the  column  adjoining  the  one,  and  in  the  same 
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issue,  in  which  we  are  charged  with  being  in  a  plot  against  a 
professional  brother!  Kettle  and  pot.  The  "Standard"  has  thus 
shown'itself  to  be  the  "servile  tool  of  local  politicians,  in  a  dis- 
reputable plot  against  a  brother  physician;"  the  very  charge  it 
makes  so  maliciously  against  us  can,  with  truth,  be  brought  to 
its  own  door,  and  this  hidden  fellow  stands  convicted  by  his 
(her  or  its)  own  utterances. 

Doubtless  this  bushwhacker,  who  is  ashamed  of  his  (her  or 
its)  name,  if  he  (she  or  it)  have  one,  feels  secure  in  his  conceal- 
ment; but  those  who  hire  and  hide  him,  are  warned  to  muzzle 
him,  or  they  may  find  themselves  party  to  a  suit  for  libel;  while 
if  not  the  fate  of  Ananias  befall  him,  the  righteous  wrath  and 
indignation  of  some  outraged  gentleman  will  overtake  him  in  his 
hiding,  and  a  horsewhip  will  teach  him  to  keep  a  civil,  at  least  a 
truthful  tongue  in  his  head. 

So  long  as  this  journalistic  pirate  sails  under  no  colors,  the 
press  should  not  recognize  it  as  legitimate,  and  we  apologize  to 
our  readers  for  having  devoted  so  much  space  to  so  unworthy  an 
object. 


THE  LiRTEST  ELilXll*  VIT/E. 


The  belief  that  there  is,  somewhere  in  nature's  vast  storehouse, 
a  something,  capable  of  a  perpetual  regeneration  of  the  physical 
man,  has  obtained  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries,  and  this  some- 
thing has  been  the  object  of  deep  research  by  all  classes  of  in- 
vestigators. The  ancient  Alchemists  sought  to  distil  it  from  the 
precious  metals,  and  Bulwer,  in  "Strange  Story,"  tells  of  such 
an  elixir,  made  by  an  old  chap,  who  figures  in  the  early  chap- 
ters, and  gives,  in  young  Margrave,  who  is  supposed  to  have  got- 
ten hold  of  it,  an  illustration  of  its  rejuvinating  effects.  Mar- 
grave, once  old  and  decrepit,  is  made  a  blooming  youth — but — 
is  devoid  of  all  moral  sense;  he  is  simply  a  splendid  animal. — 
This  is  significant. 

Our  readers  are  doubtless  familiar  with  the  story  of  Ponce  de 
Leon's  search  for  the  Fountain,  which  was  to  restore  his  lost 
youth.    Dr.  Faustus,  doubtless  despairing  of  finding  any  "elixir" 
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which  would  make  him  "a  boy  again" — if  he  ever  looked  for  it, 
took  a  short  cut  to  attain  his  object.  He  sold  his  soul  and  body 
to  the  devil  for  twenty-five  years  of  youth  and  pleasure,  and  ac- 
cording to  Goethe,  he  was  duly  "signed,  sealed  and  delivered," 
after  a  period  spent  mostly  in  rioting  and  debauch. 

But  it  remained  for  the  distinguished  and  venerable  Brown-Se- 
quard  to  find  the  genuine  article.  The  alchemists  having  ex- 
hausted the  mineral,  and  the  botanists  the  vegetable,  he  finds  it 
at  last  in  the  animal  kingdom  !  And,  Eureka  !  the  world  re- 
joices, and  "Dr.  Whittier,"  whose  mission,  according  to  his  stand- 
ing declaration  in  certain  St.  Louis  papers,  is  to  "restore  lost 
manhood,"  has  lost  his  occupation  !  The  new  "elixir"  is  to 
supercede,  we  suppose,  all  previous  efforts  to  turn  back  time,  and 
make  old  men  "as  good  as  new;" — crutches  are  to  be  relegated 
to  the  attic,  and  all  modern  Lazaruses  are  to  be  made  to  "get  up 
and  walk." 

But  how  strange  that  the  philosopher  should  have  found  the 
philosopher's  stone,  in  the  "stone"  of  a  "young  animal,"  and  a 
canine  at  that  !  To  us  there  is  something  indescribably  ludi- 
crous ,in  the  idea,  or  the  association  of  ideas; — that  a  general 
tonic,  or  nerve  stimulant,  was  to  be  found  in  the  testicles  of  "a. 
young  animal."  Why  the  testicles?  Like  many  old  men,  who, 
as  Dr.  Faustus  is  supposed  to  have  done,  sigh  for  the  pleasures 
of  lost  }routh,  and  indulge  in  voluptuous  dreams, — we  rather  ap- 
prehend that  the  philosopher,  B.-S.  let  his  mind  go  out  in  search 
of  an  aphrodisiac; — tradition  says  he  has  been  experimenting  in' 
that  direction  for  twenty  years,  and  he,  in  reporting,  mentions  or 
alludes  to  the  effect  on  the  sexual  organs  only  incidentally, — but 
in  such  a  way  as  to  warrant  the  suspicion  that  that  is  what  he 
was  looking  for,  and  the  secret  of  his  great  joy.  He  says  that 
when  the  fluid  was  injected  into  an  <;old  dog"  it  made  him  "quite 
frisky;"  and  speaking  of  its  effects  on  himself,  says  significant- 
ly, after  enumerating  the  effect  on  the  bowels,  bladder,  muscles 
and  brain,  "it  manifested  its  power  in  other  unmistakable  ways." 

The  Press  and  Dr.  Brown-Sequard's  confreres,  have  treated 
him,  and  his  announcement  with  great  respect;  though  declining 
for  the  most  part,  to  accept  his  statements.    This  must  be  due 
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to  the  great  veneration  in  which  he  is  held,  for,  had  any  one  else 
seriously  promulgated  such  a  thing,  or  made  such  preposterous 
claims  as  to  personal  experience,  he  would  have  been  laughed  to 
scorn.  It  is,  in  our  judgemennt  not  a  scientific  achievement,  but 
a  manifestation  of  coming  dotage,  if  not  of  senile  insanity. 

It  is  claimed  that  Dr.  Shaw  in  St.  Louis,  has  detected  the 
tubercle  bacilli  in  a  fluid  prepared  after  Brown-Sequard's  formula. 
If  this  be  true,  it  should  raise  an  insuperable  barrier  against  the 
practice  ever  becoming  general;  but  the  danger  of  transmitting 
disease,  or  of  poisoning  your  patient  by  the  introduction  of 
ptomains,  or  of  producing  blood  poison,  or  thrombi,  or  what  not, 
are  not  the  only  dangers.  Suppose  B.-S.  should  be  right,  after 
all,  and,  suppose  the  "juice  of  a  young  dog's  testicle,"  should 
have  the  power  of  rejuvinating  the  old  men;  is  there  not  a  danger 
of  imparting,  at  the  same  time,  the  elements  of  the  brute  nature  ? 
of  converting  your  patient,  if  injected  with  "lamb  juice,"  into  a 
lamb,  goat  juice,  into  a  goat,  or  if  that  of  a  dog  be  used,  may  it 
not  change  your  old  man,  essentially,  into  an  old  dog?  although 
it  should  make  him  quite  frinky  ?  For  Bulwer,  just  quoted,  im- 
plies in  "Strange  Story,"  that  the  rejuvinating  process  brought 
about  by  an  elixir  vitcz  does  not  extend  to  the  moial,  or  in- 
tellectual life;  only  the  physical. 

Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of  this  sensation  scientificially, 
it  cannot  fail  to  have  a  pernicious  effect  upon  society.  We  look 
to  see  "Brown-Sequard's  Elixir"  advertised  for  the  restoration  of 
"lost  manhood,"  to  see  it  take  the  place  in  the  yellow  back 
literature,  of  "Mormon  Elder's  Pills"  and  "Damianua  Wafers;" 
offered  to  the  youth  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  aged,  under 
the  name  of  "Testicline,"  or  or  some  other  "ine"  as  a  sure  re- 
medy for  that  which  many  youths  imagine  exists  in  them — im- 
potence; and  there  is  no  estimating  the  amount  of  damage 
already  done,  especially  as  such  men  as  retired  Surgeon-Generals 
have  given  it  a  quasi  endorsement  by  seriously  experimenting 
with  the  "elixir." 

But,  what  of  the  demand  for  "young  animals," — biped  and 
quadruped,  in  the  possession  of  the  requisite  appendages?  Is  this 
thing  going  to  effect  the  price  of  mutton  ?  or  will  it  aid  the  sani- 


68 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


tary  officers  in  cities  in  abating  the  dog  nuisance  ?  Meanwhile 
every  "young  animal"  of  whatever  genus,  who  is  the  proud  pos- 
sessor of  "testamentary"  or  testicular  ornamentation,  should  be- 
ware. Dr.  Merryman  suggests  that  the  suspensory  bandage  may 
perhaps  become  an  article  of  prime  necessity  with  such,  and  that 
perhaps  a  use  has  here  been  found  for  certain  "young  animals" 
of  the  genus  homo,  who  part  their  hair  in  the  middle,  and  suck 
the  head  of  a  big  cane,  while  obstructing  the  sidewalks  in  front 
of  our  fashionable  churches  "mashers"  in  fact;  let  the  mashers 
become  the  mash^y. 


TftE  $ISE  RfiD  FAIili  OF  TflE  P.  m.  B.  R.  OF  TEXAS. 


Assessment  No.  i  netted  Mrs.  W.  H.  Park   $55  00 


No.    2  "      Mrs.  D.  Sayres   109  00 

No.   3  "      Mrs.  .Albert  Welch   120  00 

No.    4  "      Mrs.  A.  R.  Kilpatrick    143  70 

No.   5  "      Mrs.  S.  F.  Starley   135  50 

No.   6  "      Mrs.  Wm.  Glover   121  00 

No.    7  "      Mrs.  Y.  D.  Harrington            .  120  00 

No.    8  "      Mrs.  F.  A.  Thompkins   106  00 

No.   9  "     Miss  Minnie  Buckf   79  00 

No.  10  u      Dr.  W.  G.  Jamison*    73  00 

No.  11  "      Mrs.  F.  E.  Maddox*   73  00 

No.  12  "      Mrs.  J.  M.  Ross*   59  00 


Total  disbursed  $1,194  20 

Average  to  each  widow   $99  50 


The  following  is  the  list  of  members  who  paid  assessment  No. 
12,  benefit  of  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ross: 

Drs.  Daniel,  Burts.  Sholars,  Cupples,  Swearingen,  Day,  Du- 
chiene,  Dupree,  Towsey,  Matthews,  Styles,  Sterrett,  Myers,  Pow- 
ell, Hardy,  Weller,  Paulus,  Ball,  Tidwell,  Throckmorton,  Hons, 
Perkins,  Ford,  Litten,  Thorpe,  Fox,  Martin,  Gregg,  Field,  Wil- 

*Receipt  published  below, 
f  Receipt  in  June  number. 
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son,  Evans,  Wadgyman,  Fennell,  Shuford,  Burke,  Bowers,  Pat- 
ten, Patten,  Lancaster,  Watlington,  Fry,  Kaiser,  Bell,  McCreary, 
Witherspoon,  Jones,  Styles,  Barbee,  Nicholson,  Starnes,  Har- 
rner,  Burroughs,  Seymour;  Hewseu,  Atkinson,  Rape,  Hill,  Wai- 
les,  Crawford,  Getzwiller,  Wolff,  Music,  Brown,  Dupre — 64. 
Sixty-four  dollars,  less  expense  of  collecting,  as  follows: 

Postal  cards  and  printing  $2  75 

Second  notices  and  receipts  postage  .        .       .       2  00 

Exchange       ....:....  25 

$5  00 

Net      .  .       .       .       .       .       .      $59  00 

The  above  members  (except  three)  and  the  following,  paid 
Xos.  9,  10  and  11,  to-wit:  Drs.  Coffey,  Webb,  Reid,  Ross  (J.  M.), 
Osborn,  Q.  C.  Smith,  Richmond,  Taylor,  (M.  A.),  Talley,  Bass, 
Harrison,  sen.,  Harrison,  jr.,  Grace,  Sams — 78. 

Seventy-eight  dollars,  less  expense,  $5 — $73. 

[In  Miss  Buck's  case  there  was  one  dollar  more  (Dr.  Beck)  and 
no  deduction  was  made  for  expense  of  collecting.] 

S73.00.  Rusk,  Texas,  July  27,  1889. 

Received  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  President,  and  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel, 
Secretary,  seventy-three  dollars,  the  net  amount  collected  under 
assessment  No.  11  P.  M.  B.  A.,  for  benefit  of  certificate  held  by 
the  late  Dr.  J.  T.  Y.  Jamison.  W.  G.  Jamison. 

$73.00.  Corsicana,  Texas,  July  22,  1889. 

Received  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  President,  and  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel, 
Sec.  and  Treas.  P.  M.  B.  A.  of  Texas,  seventy-three  dollars,  the 
net  proceeds  of  assessment  No.  10  for  benefit  of  widow  of  Dr.  L. 
T.  Maddox,  of  Birdston. 

S.  G.  Mullens, 
for  Mrs.  Flora  E.  Maddox. 

$59.00.  Office  Phys.  Mut.  Ben.  Association,  ) 

Austin,  Texas,  July  1,  1889.  J 
Received  of  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  President,  and  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel, 
Sec.  and  Tr.,  P.  M.  B.  A.  of  Texas,  fifty  nine  dollars,  net  pro- 
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ceeds  of  assessment  No.  12,  for  benefit  ot  certificate  No.  68,  held 
by  the  late  Dr.  J.  M.  Ross,  of  Brenham. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Ross. 

Brenham,  Texas,  July  3,  1889. 

And  this  is  the  last  of  the  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 
tion of  Texas  that  will  ever  appear  in  the  Journal;  but  we  trust 
the  twelve  ladies  who  have  been  the  beneficiaries,  even  though 
the  amount  be  small,  will  ever  remember  it,  and  take  the  will 
for  the  deed.    We  did  our  best. 


yViEDicAL  News  and  Miscellany. 


Death  of  ^Lrs.  Gibson. — We  regret  to  chronicle  the  death 
of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gaillard's  mother,  Mrs.  Ellen  Gibson,  relict  of  the 
late  Prof.  Charles  Bell  Gibson,  of  Richmond,  Va.  Mrs.  Gibson 
died  on  the  Sth  July  ult.,  in  New  York,  at  the  residence  of  her 
daughter. 


Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn,  of  Cleburne,  was  recently,  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Knights  of  Honor,  held  at 
Tyler,  re-elected  State  Medical  Examiner.  This  is  the  third  or 
fourth  consecutive  re-election  of  Dr.  Osborn  to  this  honorable 
and  responsible  position,  and  is  a  most  flattering  testimonial  to 
his  worth  and  fidelity,  as  v^ell  as  to  his  ability  as  a  medical  man. 
We  congratulate  the  doctor,  and  also  congratulate  the  order 
upon  the  possession  of  so  faithful  a  Supreme  Examiner. 


Important  Announcement. — Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent  withdraws 
his  endorsement  of  1  'The  Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians 
of  Texas,"  on  personal  grounds. 

In  resuming  the  canvass  for  this  work,  we  published  the  en- 
dorsement of  some  of  our  early  subscribers — among  them,  the 
enthusiastic  one  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent.  Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent  notifies 
Dr.  Tobin,  the  President  of  the  Biographical  Publishing  com- 
pany, that  he  withdraws  it,  Dr.  Daniel  being  no  longer  a  friend 
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of  his,  he  says,  he  does  not  think,  as  he  did  in  '84,  that  "he  is 
very  man  to  write  it;"  and  fears  that  Dr.  Daniel  will  not  do  him 
justice.  We  make  this  announcement  in  justice  to  Dr.  H.  C. 
Ghent.  F.  E.  Daniel. 

Complete  your  I^eeord. — Time  and  again  the  Secretary 
has  called  on  members  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  to 
furnish  him  the  data  to  complete  their  record  on  the  roll  of  mem- 
bers. What  is  wanted  is  to  know  when  and  where  each  member 
graduated  and  when  joined  the  association,  as  well  as  age  at 
time  of  joining,  and  of  what  state  a  native.  Members  may  think 
this  is  of  little  importance;  it  is  very  important,  not  only  as 
a  part  of  the  medical  history  of  the  association,  but  the  secre- 
tary is  often  interrogated  by  the  Chief  Surgeon  or  Medical  Direc- 
tor of  large  Life  Insurance  Companies  on  these  points;  and  ones 
appointment,  at  any  time,  as  local,  district,  a  State  Medical  Ex- 
aminer for  some  large  Insurance  Company  with  a  fee  of  $5  to  $20 
for  each  examination  may  depend  on  their  ?eco?d,  or  the  absence 
of  it. 

A  word  to  the  wise  ought  to  be  sufficient. 


To  the  Physieians  of  Texas. — We  wish  to  say,  that  the 
Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas,  now  being  com- 
piled and  rapidly  prosecuted  by  the  editor  of  this  journal,  will 
not  consist  of  a  dissertation  on  the  life  and  character  of  those  who 
subscribe  to  it;  there  will  be  no  eulogies,  no  fulsome  praise,  no  dis- 
criminations and  comparisons,  no  comments,  no  expressions  of 
opinion  by  the  author;  but  will  consist  for  the  most  part,  of  a  brief 
chronological  record  of  the  more  important  events  in  the  life  of 
each;  of  facts,  briefly  (but  fully)  stated,  and  those  facts  are  to 
be  furnished  by  subscribers  themselves.  They  will  be  properly 
arranged,  and  where  necessary,  elaborated,  edited  by  the  edi- 
tor, and  put  in  good  shape  for  publication.  Of  course  some  will 
be  longer  than  others,  but  in  the  main,  all  will  be  as  short  as  is 
consistent,  with  a  clear  statement  of  fact.  Moreover,  in  order 
that  each  subscriber,  and  those  who  contemplate  subscribing 
may  "know  just  what  it  is  proposed  to  say"  about  each,  proof 
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sheets  will  be  submitted  to  each,  of  whatever  is  prepared  for 
publication,  from  the  data  furnished  by  subscribers,  for  their  ap- 
proval, alteration  or  correction.  Also  where  desired,  a  print 
from  the  engraving  made  from  photo,  will  be  submitted  before 
being  published.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  and  expected  to  avoid 
any  mistakes,  and  friend  or  foe,  the  editor  could  not  possibly  do 
any  thing  but  justice  to  each  subscriber. 

UJie  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  advertisement  of  the  Manhat- 
tan Life  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York.  This  is  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  popular  companies  extant;  and  as  life  insur- 
ance has  become  a  necessity,  our  readers  will  do  well  to  investi- 
gate the  claim  of  the  Manhattan  before  placing  their  application. 


ook  Notices. 


Cyclopedia  of  the  Diseases  of  Children. — Edited  by  J.  M. 
Keating,  M.  D.,  Vol.  i,  illustrated,  J.  B.  Iyippincott  &  Co., 
1889,  Philadelphia.    Pages  981;  price  $5  per  Vol. 

Here  is  something  new  and  good,  excellent.  It  is  a  departure 
from  the  fashion  of  culling  the  "best"  from  various  text-books, 
and  compiling  it  under  a  new  name,  and  it  is  going  to  have  a  big 
sale — become  popular,  and  take  its  place  as  a  standard  work,  as 
did  Ziemssen's  General  Cyclopcedia,  which  it  resembles  in  the 
fact  that  it  consists  of  a  series  of  monographs,  written  by  men 
selected  with  especial  reference  to  their  respective  ability,  obser- 
vation and  experience  in  the  department  assigned  them.  As  the 
authors  says,  "the  articles  were  written  especially  for  this  work, 
by  American,  British  and  Canadian  Authors."  The  names  of 
Keating,  Parvin,  J.  C.  Warren,  Jacobi,  S.  S.  Adams,  Bartholow, 
Shakespeare  and  Matas,  will  strike  the  reader  as  very  familiar  in 
connection  with  researches  in  Pediatrics,  and  in  fevers  generally. 

The  "preface"  says,  and  we  do  not  believe  we  could  express  it 
better;  the  work  is  "arranged  in  the  form  of  a  systematic  treatise, 
and  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the'  anatomy,  physiology, 
medicine,  surgery  and  hygiene  of  infancy,  childhood  puberty  and 
adolescence;"  the  object  being  to  "include  not  only  the  medi- 
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cine  and  surgery  of  Pediatrics,  but  also  all  the  specialties  tribu- 
tary to  it,  as  well  as  all  collateral  subjects  of  interest  and  impor- 
tance, many  of  which  can  not  be  found  treated  in  any  other  work 
of  this  character."  It  also  includes  "articles  upon  prominent 
symptoms,  such  as  cough,  convulsions  etc.,  the  proper  signi- 
ficance of  which  could  be  estimated  only  after  laborious  research, 
unless  the  matter  were  considered  in  special  chapters." 

A  pretty  wide  scope,  one  will  say;  almost  as  stupendous  in  its 
grasp  as  the  movement  now  being  made  to  "combine"  under  one 
management  the  sugar  interest  of  the  world,  or  the  "trust"  to 
control  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  in  America.  But  judg- 
ing from  the  beginning  made — the  plan  will  be  carried  out  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner. 

Dr.  Keating  has  here  presented  to  the  profession  in  an  attrac- 
tive form,  the  very  cream,  not  of  the  literature  of  the  subject — but 
of  the  subject.  The  article^  are  all  new  and  original,  and,  as 
said,  are  written  by  men  who  have  thought,  studied  and  ob- 
served children's  diseases  at  the  bedside.  All  that  is  known 
about  sick  children,  is  here  presented,  together  with  the  treat- 
ment which  has  been  found  most  successful  by  masters  in  the  art. 

But  the  work,  notwithstanding  its  name,  is  not  confined  to  dis- 
eases of  children.  Some  of  the  writers  embrace  their  subject — 
typhus  fever  and  dengue  for  instance,  in  its  entirety,  and  thus 
additional  value  is  given  the  work;  it  is  textbook  on  fevers. 

Where  all  is  good,  it  would  appear  unfair  to  select  any  one 
chapter  for  commendation;  but  our  own  colleague  and  fellow 
citizen,  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  having  been  the  first  to  demon- 
strate and  cultivate  the  micrococus  of  dengue — thereby  throwing 
new  light  on  the  etiology  and  pathology  of  that  little  understood 
disease,  the  chapter  on  Dengue,  by  Dr.  Rudolph  Matas  of  the 
Charity  Hospital  staff,  New  Orleans,  naturally  attracted  our  atten- 
tion, especially  as  he  not  only  refers  to  Dr.  McLaughlin's  original 
work,  but  quotes  largely  from  the  doctor's  writing  on  the  subject, 
submitting  also,  the  micro-photographs  of  the  cocci,  taken  from 
drawings,  made  by  Dr.  McLaughlin.  He  also  pays  the  Doctor 
the  following  handsome  tribute: 

"As  to  the  vet  a  caiisa,  the  essential  ferment  or  contagium, 
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which  is  the  sine  qua  non  in  the  etiology  of  the  disease,  our  knowl- 
edge was  still  more  deplorably  scanty,  until  the  advance  of 
modern  bacteriological  research  gave  strength  to  the  numerous 
suggestions  that  had  been  offered  by  almost  every  writer  on  the 
disease  since  the  earlier  glimmering  of  the  panspermist  doctrine. 
All  ideas  in  this  direction  were  entirely  conjectural  and  hypo- 
thetical until  1885,  when  the  unusually  fertile  and  rich  field 
offered  through  the  great  epidemic,  which  prevailed  in  the  State  of 
Texas,  was  utilized  by  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  of  Austin,  and 
the  first  steps  taken  to  examine  the  etiological  problem  with  all 
the  lights  that  modern  science  could  lend  to  the  inquiry." 

"The  facts  obtained  by  him  were  sufficiently  striking  and  valu- 
able, if  confirmed  by  further  investigation,  to  support  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  that  may  be  entertained  as  to  the  early 
and  positive  discovery  of  the  essential  etiological  factor."  (Here 
Dr.  Matas  incorporates  in  his  excellent  treatise  Dr.  McLaughlin's 
original  account  of  his  discovery — and  the  technique  of  his  oper- 
tions  as  published  in  the  Journal  oj  the  Avietica?i  Med.  Associa- 
tioji.    ("Researches  into  the  Etiology  of  Dengue.") 

Dr.  Matas1  "differentiation  between  Yellow  fever  and  Dengue," 
shows  deep  research,  and  familiarity  with  both  diseases — so  much 
alike  in  their  main  features  as  to  cause  much  confusion  and 
alarm.  He  makes  it  very  clear  on  paper,  but  it  is  most  difficult 
in  practice,  especially  when  yellow  fever  is  threatening,  and  the 
first  "suspicious  case"  occurs. 

The  volume  closes  with  a  fine  chapter  on  the  General  Thera- 
peutics of  Children's  Diseases,  by  Prof.  Bartholow,  which  is  a 
book  within  itself,  worth  the  price  of  the  volume.  Previous  to 
that  is  a  Chapter  on  Embryology,  by  Horace  Jayne,  M.  D.,  and 
before  that,  one  on  Joined  Twins,  by  Wm.  Wright  Jaggard,  M.  D. 
This  chapter  contains  a  complete  resume,  with  illustrations,  of  all 
the  "double  monsters,"  heretofore  reported,  which  is  most  inter- 
esting. 

Messrs.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  realizing  the  extraordinary  value  of 
the  work,  have  done  their  share — the  mechanical — in  most  credit- 
able style.  The  book  is  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  book-makers 
art.  D. 
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ICE,  NATURAL  OR  ARTIFICIAL. 


W.  M.  YANDELL,  M.  D. ,  HEALTH  OFFICER,  EL  PASO,  TEXAS. 


TTAVING  been  called  upon  lately  for  an  official  opinion  as  to 
the  relative  purity  of  artificial  and  natural  ice,  I  had  occa- 
sion to  study  the  question,  and  I  submit  to  your  readers  the  re- 
sults of  my  investigations  as  my  contribution  towards  correcting 
some  popular,  erroneous  ideas. 

In  Pepper's  System  of  Medicine,  Vol.  i,  page  185,  article 
"Hygiene,"  by  Dr.  Jno.  S.  Billings,  I  find  the  following:  "Ice 
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is  purer  than  the  water  from  which  it  forms,  but  if  cut  ou  a 
foul  pond,  it  will  itself  be  foul,  and  the  vitality  of  some  micro- 
scopic organisms  is  not  destroyed  by  their  being  frozen,  as  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  samples  from  the  center  of  blocks  of  ice 
will  inoculate  sterilized  infusions  with  the  germs  of  putrefaction, 
precisely  as  the  water  of  which  the  ice  is  composed,  would  have 
done  before  it  was  frozen.  Disease  has  been  traced  to  impure  ice, 
and  it  may  be  that  it  is  more  frequently  due  to  this  cause  than 
has  heretofore  been  supposed;  at  all  events  it  is  well  to  bear  the 
possibility  in  mind." 

The  following  is  from  Parkes'  Manual  of  Practical  Hygiene, 
Vol.  i ,  page  2 1 : 

"Ice  and  snow  often  contain  a  good  deal  of  suspended  organic 
matter.  Dr.  Baker  Edwards,  of  Montreal,  found  two  grains  per 
gallon  in  the  shore  ice  and  one  grain  per  gallon  in  the  river  ice. 
Ice  and  snow  may  also  be  the  means  of  conveying  malarious 
poison  to  places  at  a  distance." 

In  Vol.  2,  same  work,  American  Appendix,  page  434,  article 
on  "Water"  by  Elwyn  Waller,  Ph.  D.,  chemist  to  the  health  de- 
partment of  New  York  city,  it  is  said:  "The  commonly  re- 
ceived impression  that  water  in  freezing  not  only  rejects  all  im- 
purities, but  that  any  germs,  if  frozen  into  it  are  necessarily  killed, 
requires  some  correction.  Water  in  freezing  will  enclose  particles 
of  organic  or  other  matter  which  may  be  suspended  in  it,  and 
almost  any  chemist  can  testify  to  the  persistent  vitality  of  many 
of  the  lower  forms  of  organisms  even  after  being  imprisoned  for  a 
long  time  in  blocks  of  ice,  perhaps  benumbed  and  dormant  until 
released,  but  living.  The  general  rule  that  a  pond  or  river  that 
is  unfit  as  a  water  supply  should  not  be  used  as  a  source  of  ice 
supply  is  a  good  one,  but  often  disregarded." 

H.  E.  Beebe,  of  Sidney.  Ohio,  in  an  article  on  "Influence  o^ 
Ice  and  its  Impurities  in  Disease",  in  the  Annals  of  Hygiene, 
[Philadelphia]  November,  1888,  says: 

"With  their  usual  tenacious  adherence  to  error  and  supersti- 
tion, a  majority  of  people  hold  to  a  firm  belief  in  the  theory  that 
water  in  freezing  mechanically  rids  itself  of  all  impurities  and 
that  ice  must  therefore,  no  matter  from  what  source,  be  free  from 
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the  dangers  attributed  to  polluted  water.  But  the  fallacy  of  this 
has  been  proved  by  numerous  experiments." 

Speaking  of  bacteria,  the  same  article  says:  "Freezing  does 
not  kill  them,  for  Dr.  Prudden  has  found  twenty  thousand  living 
bacteria  in  a  single  cubic  centimeter  [about  one-third  of  a  tea- 
spoonful]  of  ice.  It  is  settled  beyond  dispute  that  the  germs  of 
typhoid  and  other  fevers  are  carried  to  a  large  extent,  if  not  al- 
most wholly,  in  water,  and  these  germs  were  the  most  abundant 
in  the  ice  examined  by  Dr.  Prudden.  Nor  does  the  danger  lie 
only  in  small  or  stagnant  bodies  of  water;  the  use  of  ice  from 
Onondaga  Lake  was  forbidden  in  Syracuse  by  the  city  board  of 
health;  the  ice  from  the  Hudson  river  below  Albany  has  been 
proven  dangerous  from  a  similar  cause.  Localities  not  favored 
by  the  near  presence  of  pure] water,  whence  their  supplies  may 
be  drawn  at  moderate  expense,  must  depend  upon  ice  made  ar- 
tificially from  distilled  water.  This  has  other  advantages  be- 
sides safety  over  natural  ice  that  must  be  hauled  a  considerable 
distance.  It  goes  without  saying,  that  in  surgery  no  ice  is  to  be 
brought  in  contact  with  the  wounded  flesh  unless  its  absolute 
purity  is  beyond  all  question." 

In  the  Sanitary  Era,  [New  York  and  Chicago]  May  15,  1887, 
report  of  James  T.  Gardiner,  I  find  the  following: 

"There  is  a  popular  impression  that  water  in  freezing  purines 
itself;  and  for  this  reason  many  streams  and  ponds  throughout 
the  country  are  used  for  [cutting  ice  for  domestic  supply  that 
would  be  considered  unfit  for  furnishing  wholesome  drinking 
water.  The  European  records  from  which  so  much  sanitary 
knowledge  is  drawn,  are  silent  on  this  point,  because  ice  has 
there  been  so  little  used,  and  because  the  ice  supply  of  that  re- 
gion is  largely  brought  from  America  and  the  far  north.  In  the 
United  States  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  seems  not 
to  have  been  directed  to  impure  ice  as  a  possible  source  of  disease 
till)  1 S79,  when  a  mild  but  well  marked  epidemic  occurred  at  Rye 
Beach,  N.  H.,  which  was  very  thoroughly  investigated  by  Dr.  A. 
H.  Nichols,  of  Boston,  and  the  results  fully  reported  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts.  The  proof  was  unusually 
conclusive  that  thejepidemic  disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs 
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was  due  to  ice  cut  from  a  shallow  pond  'containing  a  large 
amount  of  decomposing  organic  matter." 

In  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  January, 
1878,  Dr.  C.  Smart,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  published  the 
results  of  a  most  interesting  investigation  on  "Mountain  Fever 
and  Malarious  Water, ' '  in  which  he  traced  the  origin  of  Moun- 
tain fever  to  the  melting  snow  water  in  the  Rocky  mountain 
streams,  and  inferred  that  the  germs  of  this  typo-malarial  fever 
were  brought  down  from  the  atmosphere  by  the  snow,  and  re- 
maining frozen  during  the  winter,  passed  into  the  streams  with 
the  melting  snow  in  May,  June  and  early  July. 

"In  1879,  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  occurred  in  the  village  of 
Washington,  Connecticut,  which  was  investigated  by  Dr.  Or- 
lando Brown,  of  Litchfield,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Raymond,  of  Brook- 
lyn. The  ice  used  by  the  persons  attacked  was  from  a  small 
and  much  polluted  stream.  The  analysis  of  the  ice  itself  showed 
it  to  be  grossly  contaminated.  No  other  origin  being  found  for 
the  epidemic,  which  was  limited  to  those  who  used  the  impure 
ice,  the  ice  wTas  pronounced  to  be  the  cause  of  the  dysentery. 
The  case  was  reported  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

"In  the  report  of  the  Connecticut  Board  for  1882,  an  isolated 
case  is  reported,  where  a  private  ice  supply  was  cut  from  a  pond 
which  had  received  through  a  drain  the  dejecta  of  a  typhoid 
patient.  The  report  of  the  Connecticut  State  Board  of  Health 
for  1880,  stated  that  several  isolated  cases  of  enteric  trouble,  and 
one  death,  were  reported  during  that  year,  as  due  to  free  use  of 
sewage-polluted  ice." 

In  an  editorial  June  1,  1887,  same  journal,  page  287,  it  is  said: 

"artificial  ice  works 

Are  highly  successful  in  the  South,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
pensive transportation  and  waste  of  Northern  ice,  and  the  perfect 
solidity  and  superiority  in  other  ways,  of  the  manufactured  arti- 
cle. The  choice  of  water  for  artificial  ice  secures  greater  purity, 
and  when  the  ice  manufacturers  begin  to  realize  that  by  a  small 
expense  for  "plant"  they  can  secure  absolute  purity,  such  as 
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natural  ice  cannot  have,  without  any  practical  addition  to  the 
cost  of  their  product,  they  will  be  near  the  day  when  their  ice 
will  be  the  only  kind  thought  fit  for  the  table,  and  will  be  in 
universal  demand.  As  people  become  educated  to  the  impor- 
tance of  purity  in  water  and  the  impossibility  of  being  sure  of  it 
in  natural  ice,  it  will  be  more  and  more  easy  to  obtain  a  fair 
market  everywhere  for  the  perfected  article.  There  is  far  better 
reason  to  look  for  a  general  substitution  of  refined  ice  for  crude, 
than  there  was  a  few  years  ago  to  suppose  that  brown  sugar 
would  disappear  from  the  bins  of  grocers  and  the  tables  of  the 
common  people,  and  be  replaced  by  the  snow-white  "loai"  that 
used  to  be  a  luxury  of  the  rich.  Not  only  is  refined  sugar  now 
practically  cheaper  than  brown,  it  has  actually  gone  below  the 
old  price  of  brown  sugar.  There  is  far  less  reason  why  the  like 
should  not  happen  with  refined  ice.  In  both  cases,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  enlarged  operations,  improved  systems,  and  stimulated 
competition." 

From  the  ''Bullion,"  a  mining  paper  of  this  city,  edited  by 
Prof.  Chas.  Longuemare,  an  expert  chemist,  July  23,  1889,  I 
select  the  following  description  of  the  process  employed  in  this 
city: 

"artificial  ice. 

"The  manufacture  of  ice  is  an  interesting  process  but  little 
understood  by  the  masses  of  the  readers  of  newspapers,  and  in 
fact  it  is  an  operation  that  to  fully  understand  requires  some 
knowledge  of  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry.  The  ice  made 
by  our  modern  refrigerators  is  due  to  the  condensation,  compres- 
sion and  expansion  of  ammonia.  The  process  briefly  consists  of 
submitting  ammonia,  in  the  form  of  gas,  to  heavy  pressure; 
this  condensation  developes  heat.  This  heat  is  subsequently 
withdrawn  from  it  by  forcing  it  through  a  system  of  pipes  that 
traverse  water.  The  latter  becomes  charged  with  the  heat;  this 
operation  condenses  the  gas  into  a  liquid.  The  ammonia  con- 
tinues its  course  through  pipes  of  larger  dimensions.  At  this 
point,  surrounded  by  a  saturated  solution  of  common  salt,  where 
it  once  more  becomes  possessed  of  its  heat  and  thus  restored  to  a 
gaseous  state,  and  the  water  contained  in  the  cans  that  are 
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immerged  in  the  salt  brine  parts  with  its  heat,  and  becomes  ice. 

"The  water  used  by  this  plant  is  secured  from  the  El  Paso 
water  works.  This  water,  as  was  previously  stated  in  the  Bul- 
lion, is  more  free  of  organic  matter  than  that  of  the  Mississippi 
or  Ohio,  taken  respectively  at  St.  Louis  and  Louisville.  The 
water  from  the  mains  is  run  into  a  boiler  of  sufficient  capacity, 
where  it  is  evaporated,  and  in  the  form  of  steam  continues  its 
course  to  the  condensers  upon  the  third  floor,  in  pipes.  Here 
the  distilled  water  is  permitted  to  descend  to  the  first  floor,  where 
it  enters  filters,  where  it  is  deodorized  and  purified  as  far  as  can 
be  accomplished.  The  absolutely  pure  liquid  is  now  forced  into 
an  hermetically  closed  reservoir,  from  whence  it  is  drawn  as  re- 
quired to  fill  the  cans,  that  are,  in  fact,  the  moulds  from  which 
the  absolutely  pure  ice  is  furnished  to  customers  in  the  city,  and 
elsewhere  in  the  Southwest.  We  use  the  word  absolutely  pure, 
because,  as  has  been  observed  by  the  reader,  the  water  has  been 
converted  into  vapor,  leaving  in  the  boiler  its  solid  associations, 
and  its  conversion  into  steam  has  rendered  it  free  from  any 
organic  matter  or  germs  of  life. 

"The  impression  that  ammonia  at  times  enters  into  the  manu- 
factured ice  is  an  error,  for  as  can  be  seen  in  a  previous  portion  of 
this  article,  the  ammonia  is  in  the  form  of  vapor  when  near  the 
congealing  cans  of  water,  contained  in  close  fitting  pipes,  and  if,, 
perchance,  a  leak  were  to  occur,  the  gas  would  be  absorbed  by 
the  solution  of  salt  and  water,  and  could,  under  no  circumstances, 
enter  the  receptacles  containing  the  water  intended  for  the  manu- 
factured ice,  owing  to  the  want  of  specific  gravity  in  the  escap- 
ing gas.  In  fact,  the  entrance  of  ammonia  into  the  cans  filled 
with  water  is  absolutely  impossible." 

From  a  medical  standpoint,  doctors  are  not  interested  in  the 
cost  of  ice,  except  that  many  patients  might  be  debarred  from  its 
use  by  too  great  cost;  but  as  citizens  we  are  interested,  in 
common  with  our  fellow-citizens,  in  promoting  manufactories  in 
our  town.  Many  small  towns  in  Texas  now  have  their  ice  plants, 
furnishing  a  luxury  to  those  in  health,  and  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  all  curative  agents  in  disease.  With  a  greater  de- 
mand, we  may  look  for  a  cheapening  in  cost. 
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DIPHTHERIA,  WITH  REPORT  OF  A  CASE  FOLLOWED  BY  PAR 

ALYSIS. 


BY  P.  C.  COLEMAN,  M.  D.,    COLORADO,  TEXAS. 


THERE  is  not  a  subject  of  medical  literature  of  the  present 
day  of  more  importance  than  the  one  of  diphtheria. 
When  we  consider  the  fact  that  previous  to  i860  diphtheria  was 
comparatively  a  rare  disease  in  this  country,  so  rare  that  in  the 
report  of  the  board  of  health  of  Philadelphia  in  1859  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  were  reported,  and  in  New  York  in  1883  there  were 
2090  deaths  out  of  3500  cases,  over  59  per  cent.;  and  when  we 
see  the  literature  of  the  day  from  all  parts  of  the  country  treat- 
ing of  the  ravages  of  this  disease  with  its  fearful  rate  of  mor- 
tality, may  it  not  be  denominated  the  modern  scourge? 

Does  it  seek  its  victims  alone  in  the  hut,  where  comfort  and 
luxury  never  enter,  or  among  the  destitute,  surrounded  by  the 
filth  of  the  crowded  city? 

Ask  the  physicians  who  live  in  the  rural  districts,  or  the  one 
in  the  city, — and  they  will  tell  you  they  see  diphtheria  where  there 
is  all  in  the  way  of  modern  hygienic  surroundings  to  prevent 
disease  of  any  kind,  and  still  they  have  this  disease  in  its  most 
malignant  form,  where  it  would  least  be  expected. 

It  is  not,  however,  the  intention  of  this  paper  to  enter  into 
any  lengthy  discussion  of  the  pathology,  symptoms,  diagnosis, 
sequelae,  etc. ,  of  the  disease,  but  to  treat  specially  of  the  follow- 
ing case: 

I  saw  S.  S.,  aged  four  years,  on  December  23,  at  11  p.m.  The 
parents  of  the  child  gave  the  following  history  of  the  case:  For 
several  days  previous  they  noticed  slight  cough,  fever,  at  times 
very  high,  loss  of  appetite,  and  child  complained  of  her  throat 
hurting  her  on  swallowing;  on  several  occasions  nausea  and  vom- 
iting; bowels  somewhat  constipated.  I  found  the  following  con- 
dition: Pulse  130,  very  weak;  respiration  rapid  and  irregular; 
the  child  every  few  minutes  gasping  for  breath.    Upon  examin- 
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ation  of  throat  the  tonsils  and  posterior  part  of  the  pharynx  were 
covered  with  a  membraneous  deposit  almost  as  white  as  cotton, 
with  abrupt,  well  defined  margin.  Submaxilary  glands  enlarged 
and  tender.  Child  had  refused  nourishment  for  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  when  forced  to  swallow,  did  so  with  great  diffi- 
culty. 

This  child  had  lived  for  the  past  year  in  this  rare  atmosphere, 
2000  feet  above  sea  level,  sparsely  settled  community,  nearest 
neighbor  several  miles  away,  and  rarely  ever  seing  other  child- 
ren. It  was  hard  to  realize  diphtheria,  but  there  could  be  no 
doubt  about  the  diagnosis. 

I  at  once  began  the  administration  of  tinct.  ferri  chloride, 
quinine  and  chlorate  potassa.  Also  tried  local  applications, 
which  were,  however,  abandoned,  after  the  second  attempt,  as 
the  child  seemed  so  frightened  and  struggled  so  hard,  I  was  con- 
vinced the  exhaustion  following  their  use  would  more  than  coun- 
terbalance the  good. 

December  24,  8  a.  m.— Child  has  less  fever;  pulse  155,  weaker; 
respiration  rapid  and  difficult;  pseudo  membrane  has  extended, 
covering  the  surfase  of  the  pharynx,  tonsils,  and  uvula,  except  a 
small  strip  in  the  centre.  Have  given  regularly  every  two  hours 
tinct.  ferri  chloride,  gtt.  5;  quinine,  gr.  1;  chlorate  potassa  gr.  5, 
and  forced  the  child  to  take  nourishment  with  stimulants  every 
two  hours.  A  strip  of  the  membrane  was  separated  by  coughing 
and  was  found  to  be  very  firm  and  tenacious.  Bowels  have  not 
acted  for  twenty  hours;  gave  calomel. 

8  p.  m. — Condition  remains  about  the  same,  except  more  force 
in  circulation  as  result  of  nourishment  and  stimulants.  Thor- 
ough evacuation  of  bowels  from  calomel. 

December  25,  8  a.  m. — No  decided  change  in  condition.  8  p. 
m.  less  fever;  takes  nourishment  with  less  difficulty,  but  no  im- 
provement in  throat. 

December  26,  8  a.  m. — Free  from  fever,  pulse  stronger,  pseudo 
membrane  has  to  some  extent  separated,  and  spots  of  mucous 
membrane  can  be  seen  on  tonsils  and  pharynx.  Discontinued 
tinct.  ferri  chloride  and  chlorate  potassa,  but  kept  up  quinine. 
My  object  from  the  first  was  to  saturate  the  child's  system  with 
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the  iron  and  potaesa,  which  I  think  I  have  succeeded  in  doing. 

The  child  steadily  improved,  and  I  did  not  see  the  case  again, 
as  parents  lived  thirty  miles  in  the  country. 

Six  weeks  later  the  child  was  brought  to  me,  the  parents  stating 
that  for  the  past  ten  days  they  noticed  she  had  difficulty  in  swal- 
lowing, and  after  lying  in  one  position  for  some  time  she  was 
unable  to  get  up  and  turn  over. 

There  was  partial  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  deglutition,  neck, 
and  lower  extremities.  Child  walked  with  great  difficulty,  and 
her  head  fell  forward,  and  chin  rested  upon  her  breast.  There 
was  also  marked  strabismus  of  both  eyes. 

I  placed  her  upon  iron,  strychnine  and  quinine,  and  her  recov- 
ery was  steady.  Three  months  later  no  trace  of  the  paralysis 
was  left,  and  at  this  writing,  three  months  later,  she  has  regained 
her  usual  flesh  and  is  as  robust  as  previous  to  attack  of  diphtheria. 

It  is  an  interesting  question,  how  diphtheria  causes  paralysis, 
which  does  not  come  on  in  man}-  cases  for  weeks  after  the  attack. 
It  must  be  from  the  direct  effect  of  the  diphtheric  poison  upon  the 
nerves,  as  the  paralysis  is  first  manifested  in  the  parts  which 
were  the  seat  of  the  exudation. 


SUMMER  DIARRH(Ea  OF  CHILDREN'. 


BY  H.  H.  THORPE,  M.  D. ,  LIBERTY  HILL,  TEXAS. 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  and  voted  Published  in  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal. 

TT  BECOMES  my  duty  to  bring  before  you  for  discussion  the 
disease  known  as  the  summer  diarrhoea  of  children,  more 
commonly  called  summer  complaint,  a  disease  which,  in  our 
larger  cities,  has  been  the  annually  recurring  scourge  of  infancy, 
but  which,  thanks  to  sanitary  regulations  following  the  forma- 
tion of  boards  of  health,  etc.,  is  becoming  less  prevalent  and  less 
severe. 

Situated  as  I  am,  in  a  country  where  the  disease  is  usually  of 
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a  mild  type,  and  caused  mainly  by  error  ot  diet,  I  shall  ask  per- 
mission to  cull  from  such  literature  as  I  have  at  command,  in 
order  to  present  the  subject. 

Two  factors  are  recognized  in  this  disease:  atmospheric  and 
dietetic. 

The  prevalence  and  severity  corresponds  with  atmospheric 
heat,  it  being  more  severe  in  the  hotter  months.  While  more 
deaths  occur  in  the  fall  than  in  the  spring  months,  as,  for  in- 
stance, in  October  than  in  May,  they  are  of  cases  that  sicken  in 
the  hotter  months,  and  only  succumb  after  the  cooler  weather 
comes  on. 

As  to  the  actual  causative  influence  in  vitiated  atmosphere, 
we  are  at  present  unable  to  determine,  although  bacteria  have 
been  found  in  the  dejections,  and  also  penetrating  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  a  smart  attack  of  diarrhoea  has  been  produced  by 
the  administration  of  the  artificial  cultivations,  which  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  they  at  least  play  a  part  in  the  causation. 
We  might  mention  here  that  Henock,  of  Berlin,  calls  attention 
to  intestinal  mycosis.  He  claims  that  a  fungus  of  diseased  meat, 
some  portion  of  which  not  being  digested,  settles  upon  intestinal 
surface  and  produces  its  effects,  prominent  among  which  is  a 
severe  diarrhoea. 

The  mode  of  feeding  is  a  very  important  factor  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  diarrhoea,  and  doubtless  a  large  proportion  ot  those 
who  fall  victims  to  the  disease  would  escape  its  consequences  if 
feeding  were  properly  adapted  to  the  wants  and  digestive  power 
of  the  infant.  The  plan  of  bottle  feeding,  and  the  too  early  re- 
sort to  food  prepared  for  older  persons,  alike  produce  an  obsti- 
nate diarrhoea,  wmich  can  only  be  controlled  by  conforming 
more  closely  to  the  demands  of  nature;  also  ill  health  or  veneral 
excesses  of  the  mother,  or  wet  nurse,  are  undoubted  causes.  It 
is  important  that  the  nursing  woman  should  lead  a  quiet  and 
regular  life  as  regards  habit  and  diet. 

Beginning  usually  with  feverish  fretfulness,  the  diarrhoea  sets 
in,  at  first  mild,  with  possibly  greenish,  acrid  stools,  containing 
undigested  casein,  sometimes  accompanied  by  vomiting;  in  other 
cases  the  vomiting  sets  in  later;  the  pulse  accelerated  according 
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to  the  severity  of  the  attack;  the  surface  heat  usually  increased, 
though  slightly  in  the  milder  cases;  when  from  the  continued 
diarrhoea  the  vital  powers  begin  to  fail,  the  surface  temperature  is 
lowered,  the  skin  usually  dry,  the  urinary  secretions  diminished, 
in  some  cases  a  dry  cough  is  developed;  in  the  latter  stages  the 
pupils  become  less  sensitive  to  light,  and  are  usually  contracted. 

As  to  treatment,  we  have  the  usual  arrangement  into  pre- 
ventive and  curative  measures. 

As  preventive  measures,  we  have  careful  hygienic  surround- 
ings, with  proper  feeding  as  to  kind  of  food,  amount  of  food  and 
regularity  of  feeding,  all  of  which  are  important. 

The  infant  should  not  be  weaned  during  the  hot  weather. 

The  indications  for  treatment  are,  to  provide  proper  food  and 
pure  air,  to  aid  the  digestive  functions,  to  check  the  diarrhoea, 
and  cure  the  intestinal  catarrh. 

The  first  and  only  satisfactory  food  is  the  secretion  from  the 
healthy  breast.  That  unattainable,  a  selection  must  be  made 
that  conforms  more  nearly  to  the  mother's  milk,  and  possibly  the 
plan  proposed  by  Pfeiffer,  of  Weisbaden,  is  best,  namely,  pep- 
tonizing cow's  milk,  which,  however,  quickly  spoils,  and  should 
be  prepared  in  small  quantities,  and  frequently. 

The  second  indication,  that  of  pure  air,  would  include  cleanli- 
ness of  the  infant,  the  clothes,  the  bedding,  and  all  surroundings, 
and,  if  possible,  the  removal  of  the  infant  from  city  to  country, 
in  which  case  it  should  not  be  returned  while  the  hot  weather 
lasts. 

To  aid  the  digestive  functions,  some  of  the  preparations  of 
pepsin  would  be  indicated,  while  to  control  the  diarrhoea  and  cure 
the  intestinal  catarrh,  after,  where  necessary,  clearing  out  the 
alimentary  passages  with  some  mild  purgative,  as  castor  oil, 
opiates  would  be  called  for,  combined  with  bismuth  subnitrate, 
the  opiate  to  be  used  with  care  where  cerebral  symptoms  present 
themselves;  or  sometimes  benefit  would  be  had  from  the  use  of 
mercuric  submuriate  in  small  doses,  combined  with  sugar  of 
milk,  chalk  or  bismuth. 

Or,  if  the  theory  of  micro-organism  be  accepted,  an  anti- 
septic treatment  would  be  indicated,  and  possibly  among  the 
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best  remedies  benzoate,  or  salicylate  of  sodium,  or  naphthalin, 
or  resorcin,  might  be  used. 

Of  course  some  cases  would  require  moderate  stimulation  with 
an  appropriate  form  of  alcohol.  Dr.  Richard  Pott  and  Dr. 
Diderich,  of  Halle,  have  reported  favorably  the  use  of  a  tincture 
of  coca  in  infantile  cholera,  even  when  collapse  was  imminent. 
After  an  energetic  use  of  the  tincture  for  twelve  to  twenty-four 
hours,  improvement  set  in. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

AH  ANOMALOUS  CASE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 


BY  D.   B.   M'GEK,   M.   D.,   MAY,  TEXAS. 


TF  YOU  WIL,!,  kindly  lend  me  space  in  your  valuable  journal, 
^  will  be  pleased  to  report  a  unique  case  of  obstetrics  that  oc- 
curred to  me  very  recently,  with  the  hope  of  gaining  some  infor- 
mation, more  than  anything  else. 

Case. — Mrs.  D  ,  aet  18  years,  primipara,  brunette,  large, 

physique,  previous  health  and  family  history  good.  Was  called 
to  attend  her  in  her  first  confinement,  July  5,  current  year,  liquor 
amnii  having  escaped  before  I  arrived.  Immediately  made  ex- 
amination which  revealed  vertex  presentation  all  right,  but  on 
palpation  of  uterine  tumor  found  same  exceedingly  large  (not- 
withstanding previous  escape  of  liquor  amnii)  and  very  tympan- 
itic; uterine  contractions  rather  feeble;  gave  quiniae  sulphat.  grs, 
xv,  which  increased  force  and  frequency.  I  again  made  vaginal 
examination  during  acme  of  a  pain,  and  instructed  my  patient  to 
"bear  down,"  when,  to  my  great  surprise  and  wonder,  a  consider- 
able amount  of  gas  escaped  per  vagina.  This  set  me  to  think- 
ing !  But  I  could  in  no  way  account  for  it  unless  there  be  a  fist- 
ulous tract  communicating  with  the  uterus  and  '  'some  cavity. ' ' 
All  efforts  to  find  such  a  fistulous  tract  proved  futile.  Will  add 
that  after  completion  of  second  stage,  another  gaseous  .expulsion 
ensued,  eliciting  a  sound  not  unlike  that  of  flatus  escaping  from 
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the  rectum.  When  placenta  came  away,  there  was  also  gas  im- 
prisoned between  it  and  membranes. 

The  labor,  was,  with  this  strange  exception,  a  perfectly  nat- 
ural one,  the  lady  being  in  due  time  delivered  of  a  perfectly 
healthy,  well  developed  male  child,  without  an  untoward  symp- 
tom, and  both  are  doing  well. 

I  hope  that  some  learned  brother  may  enlighten  me,  through 
the  Journal,  as  to  how  gas  cocild  enter  a  gravid  uterus  without 
being  hurtful  to  foetus,  and  indeed  without  a  thoroughfare. 


j^ORRES FOND  EN  CE. 


INHALATION  IN  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  Aug.,  19,  18S9. 
Ed.  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Some  years  ago  I  called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the 
treatment  of  whooping-cough  by  inhalation.  The  mode  sug- 
gested was  easy  in  its  technique,  and  well  adapted  to  the  com- 
prehension of  almost  any  one.  The  plan  consisted^of  securing 
(with  safety-pins)  upon  the  breast,  just  below  the  chin  and  out- 
side o>i  the  child's  clothing,  a  pad  of  flannel,  three  or  four  ply, 
size,  three  and  one-half  by  four  inches.  As  a  protection  to  the 
clothing  of  the  child,  the  flannel  pad  should  have  a;piece  of  oil 
cloth  interposed  between  it  and  the  clothing.  That  the  sufferer 
be  subjected  to  the  constant  influence  of  inspired  air  continu- 
ously medicated,  the  pad  was  occasionally  moistened  with  the 
following  mixture: 

R    Olei  Sassafras, 

Olei  Terebinthinaae,  aa  3 1  i j . 
Ext.  Belladonnae,  Fluidi,  £ss. 
Phenol-sodique,  ad^jj. 

M. 

With  the  above  treatment  I  had  good  results  in  securing  well 
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marked  amelioration  of  the  paroxysms,  if  not  shortening  the  du- 
ration of  the  disease. 

During  an  epidemic  of  that  malady  through  which  the  unpro- 
tected children  of  my  clientelle  passed,  in  the  early  part  of  this 
year,  I  had  a  corroboration  of  the  good  results  of  past  years;  and 
as  I  changed  the  medication  somewhat,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
again  direct  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  treatment,  and 
the  modification  further  experience  has  induced  me  to  make  in 
the  therapy  employed.    I  now  use: 

R    Thymol,  9j. 
Acidi  carbolici,  3ss. 
Olei  sassafras,  ^ 
Olei  eucalypti,  Laaftii 
Olei  piscis  liquidse,  f      3  J* 

Olei  terebinthinae,  J 

Etheris,  f3iv. 
Alcoholis,  tof^iij. 

M. 

Sig.  Moisten  pad  every  two  or  three  hours  with  one-half  tea- 
spoonful,  more  or  less.    Keep  vial  well  stopped. 

In  very  aggravated  cases  of  the  disease  I  have  sometimes  sup- 
plemented the  inhalation  treatment  by  the  occasional  adminis- 
tration of  the  following  combination: 

R    Acidi  carbolici,  grs.  iij. 

Sodii  bromidi,  Bijss. 
Tr.  belladonae,  gtts.  xx. 

Glycerini,  t^iij. 
Aquse,  tofjij. 

M. 

Sig.    Teaspoonful  for  child  three  or  four  years  of  age. 

So  frequently  have  I  received  expressions  of  satisfaction  with 
this  treatment;  so  frequently  have  I  known  the  bottle  "passed 
around  among  the  neighbors;"  and  as  the  treatment  is  predicated 
upon  the  hypothesis  maintained  by  some  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  I  again  ask  you  to  enclose  the  article  in  your  red  bound 
jewel,  and  send  it  out  for  the  good  I  think  it  may  carry  to  the 
little  ones,  physically,  and  to  the  doctors,  mentally.  Yours  truly, 

Elias  J.  Bealx,  M.  D. 
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THE  BANQUET  QUESTION— ALSO  SOME  REMARKS  ON  A  TENDER 

SUBJECT. 


Flatonia,  August  6,  1889. 
Editor  Daniel*  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

When,  on  opening  the  last  number  of  your  always  welcome 
journal,  the  words,  "Requiescat  in  pace,"  caught  my  eye,  I  was 
led  to  believe  that  another  good  and  true  professional  brother 
had  crossed  the  river,  and  that  his  brethren  would  be  called  upon 
to  contribute  the  pitiful  mite  of  one  dollar  for  the  benefit  of  his 
widow,  and  perhaps  children,  who  had  depended  on  his  daily 
labors  for  their  support.  I  was  much  shocked,  on  reading 
further,  to  find  that  it  was  not  the  obituary  of  a  member  of  the 
Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  but  of  the  Association 
itself.  Is  it  possible?  Let  me,  dear  doctor,  offer  you  my  con- 
dolence, that  after  a  continued  struggle  through  five  long  years, 
and  in  spite  of  many  appeals  to  your  brethren,  made  so  earnestly, 
you  have  to  surrender  your  cherished  association.  What  is  the 
matter  with  the  medical  profession  in  Texas,  or  at  least  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Medical  Association?  Have  they  become  so 
impoverished  as  not  to  be  able  to  contribute  so  small  a  sum,  and 
so  seldom,  too,  for  the  benefit  of  a  brother's  widow  or  orphans? 
What  has  become  of  the  so  much  vaunted  charity  of  the  medical 
profession?  Shame,  shame,  that  even  some,  who  have  been 
highly  honored  by  their  brothers,  should,  after  paying  one  or 
two  assessments,  default  and  suffer  themselves  to  be  stricken 
from  the  roll.  Please,  dear  doctor,  publish  in  one  of  the  num- 
bers of  your  valuable  journal  the  name  of  each  member,  and  the 
number  of  assessments  paid,  and  then  the  defunct  association 
"requiescat  in  pace,"  even  without  the  hope  of  resurrection, 
though  by  a  fine  cigar  and  a  long  toddy  less  a  day  her  demise 
might  have  been  averted. 

You  ask  for  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  State  Medical 
Association  as  to  the  advisability  of  in  future  doing  away  with 
the  banquet  at  the  annual  meeting.  This  has  been  done  before; 
we  have  met  without  having  the  banquet,  but  the  old  custom  has 
always  been  returned  to;  we  have  had  banquets  without  wine  and 
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with  wine.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  time-honored  custom  with  all  as- 
sociations. Since  the  question  has  been  mooted,  I  have  talked 
with  a  number  of  members  in  these  parts  about  it.  Our  opinion 
is,  that  it  is  not  our  province  to  prescribe  to  the  members  of  the 
profession  where  we  are  to  meet,  how  they  shall  entertain  us,  but 
we  may,  when  called  upon,  express  our  preferences  as  well  as 
Drs.  Eastland  and  Ghent,  and  that  preference  is  the  "banquet!" 
Though  we  never  felt  too  poor  to  pay  our  assessment,  most  of  us 
are  not  rich  enough  to  lose  the  time  necessary  to  attend  the  an- 
nual meeting,  and  then  take  a  long  jaunt  to  Denver  or  Pike's 
Peak.  Though  our  long  absence  might  benefit  our  patients,  it 
would  not  benefit  us.  We  do  not  expect,  being  plain  folks,  to 
be  fed  on  Frenchified  delicacies,  a  plain  supper  is  to  us  much 
more  palatable,  and  by  that  we  incur  no  risk  of  deranging  our 
stomach,  for  whose  sake  a  little  generous  wine  (it  need  not  have 
a  manufactured  sparkle)  is  very  good.  Whoever  dees  not  want 
it,  need  not  take  it,  as  there  is  no  compulsion  in  that  matter,  and 
whoever  cannot  partake  of  it  without  incurring  the  risk  of  get- 
ting too  much,  can  let  it  severely  alone.  We  have  no  objection 
to  Dr.  Ghent's  going  to  Denver,  nor  Dr.  Eastland's  sitting  on  a 
point  of  Pike's  Peak  and  viewing  the  banquet,  as  Baron  Von 
Humbolt  sat  on  a  point  of  the  Cordilleras  viewing  nature. 

With  sincere  well  wishing  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Journal, 
I  am,  Doctor,  Yours  very  truly,  A.  D.  Paulus. 

[In  October  prox.,  Dr.  Paulus  will  celebrate  his  fiftieth  anni- 
versary as  a  practitioner  of  medicine.  On  the  18th  of  July  he 
passed  his  "three-score  and  ten"  and  third  birthday. — Ed.] 


BLOOD-LETTING  FOR  TARANTULA  BITE. 


Galveston,  Sept.  5,  1889. 
Editot  Daniel 's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

In  the  August  number  of  your  Journal,  page  55,  Dr.  J.  C. 
Baird  reports  a  case  of  tarantula  bite.  This  brings  to  my  mind 
some  of  my  own  experience.  In  1843,  m  tne  month  of  Septem- 
ber, about  2  a.  m.,  I  was  called  to  Dandridge  Bibb  in  great  haste. 
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He  was  abont  twenty-five  years  of  age,  rather  stout.  I  found 
him  suffering  the  greatest  torture  and  in  a  state  of  almost  per- 
fect collapse.  About  midnight  he  had  been  stung  by  a  tarantula 
on  his  chest,  and  from  thence  the  pain  irradiated  toward!  his 
spine,  on  reaching  which  point  the  pains  became  general  and  of 
the  most  agonizing  character,  He  had  scarcely  any  pulse  at  the 
wrist,  and  his  breathing  was  very  difficulty  I  plied  him  liberally 
with  ammonia,  camphor,  morphine  and  sulphuric  ether,  without 
any  effect,  and  I  saw  he  was  bound  to  die  very  soon,  unless  re- 
lieved. I  reasoned  thus:  His  blood  is  out  of  proportion  to  his- 
powers  of  vital  resistance,  hence  I  will  bleed  him.  With  diffi- 
culty I  raised  a  vein,  made  a  good,  free  orifice,  but  the  blood  would 
not  flow,  only  as  I  kneaded  it  away  (that  is  for  some  time.)  So 
soon  as  the  blood  flowed  in  a  stream  the  poor  fellow  exclaimed: 
"Thank  God!  I  feel  it  is  going  out  with  the  blood."  In  twenty 
minutes  he  was  entirely  easy  and  went  to  sleep.  The  above, 
with  Cook's  pills  given  the  next  da}^,  simply  as  a  purgative,  con- 
stitued  all  the  treatment.    He  at  once  recovered. 

T.  J.  Heard,  M.  D. 


IN  FAVOR  OF  A  BANQUET. 

Flatoxia,  Tex.,  July  19,  1889. 
Editor  DanieV s  Texas  Medical  Joii7  7ial: 

I  see  that  some  of  our  friends  are  expressing  themselves  ear- 
nestly, and,  as  I  think,  a  little  too  "previously"  upon  the  subject 
of  banquet  or  no  banquet  at  our  next  meeting  at  Fort  Worth. 
From  any  standpoint  this  seems  to  me  in  very  bad  form; — we  go 
to  Fort  Worth  in  the  interest  of  the  medical  profession;  and  for 
what  we  receive,  let  us  be  truly  thankful.  That  is  outside  of 
the  medical  features;  but  let  us  not  say  to  our  brethren  in  the 
Fort,  what  they  shall  do  for  our  entertainment.  As  for  myself  I 
am  frank  to  acknowledge  that,  like  Prince  Hal,  "I  do,  by  my 
troth,  often  remember  the  poor  creature,  small  beer" — much 
more  "a  good  sherris  sack," — and  if  the  Fort  Worth  doctors  and 
the  good  people  there  should  determine  to  give  us  such  a  spread 
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as  we  had  at  San  Antonio,  why,  I  natter  myself  that  in  the  mat- 
ter of  eating  and  drinking,  I  shall  do  no  mean  part,  and  if  there 
be  those  who  do  not  enjoy  banquets — well,  attendance  is  not 
compulsory, — and  as  to  the,  to  me,  rather  cheap  morality,  pre- 
sented by  some  of  our  friends,  let  them  remember  that  "notwith- 
standing they  are  virtuous,  there  shall  still  be  cakes  and  ale." 
Wishing  the  Journal  and  yourself  personally  every  success, 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

Benj.  W.,Bristow,  M.  D. 


jSoCIETY  JSTOTES. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  FIRST  QUARTERLY  MEETING  OF  THE  WEST 
TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  Scholz's  hall  July  31,  at  10  a.  m.  The 
President,  Dr.  P.  W.  Johns  being  absent,  Vice  President  Cross 
was  called  to  the  chair.  Dr.  D.  Berrey  secretary.  Present  Drs. 
Cupples,  Chew,  Cross,  Crisp,  of  Batesville,  Texas;  Tutwaler,  of 
Flatonia;  Spring,  Trollinger,  HowTard,  of  Cotulla;  Hertzberg, 
Fennell,  oi  Seguin;  Kingsley,  King,  Oldham,  Field,  Hardee,  of 
Pleasanton;  McGirk,  Williams,  of  Devine;  Watts  and  Berrey. 
Dr.  Cross  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was  to  organize 
quarterly  meetings  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association,  and 
asked  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  profession  of  the  city  and 
surroundingjcountry  in  our  efforts. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Association 
were  read  and  adopted. 

Dr.  Kingsley  moved  that  on  account  of  the  central  location  of 
San  Antonio,  the'quarterly  sessions  of  the  society  be  held  regu- 
larly in  this  city. 

Dr.  Cupples  amended  Kingsley' s  [motion  to  read  that  the  first 
two  quarterly  sessions  be  held  in  San  Antonio,  and  the  location 
of  the  other  two  places  of  meeting  be  left  optional  with  the  asso- 
ciation.   Amendment  accepted  and  carried. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


93 


Dr.  Berrey  moved  that  the  next  quarterly  meeting  of  the  asso- 
ciation be  held  conjointly  with  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the 
West  Texas  Medical  Association  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  Octo- 
ber. Carried.  (This  motion  was  made  with  the  view  of  having 
members  from  the  country  present  at  the  annual  election  of  offi- 
cers). 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership:  N. 
E.  Field,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio;  N.  H.  McGirk,  M.  D.,  San  An- 
tonio; S.  Burg,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio;  and  Richard  Dart,  M.  D., 
Brackettville. 

Drs.  Howard,  of  Devine,  Williams,  of  Cotulla,  Tutwaler,  of  Fla- 
tonio,  and  Crisp,  of  Zavalla  county,  filed  applications  for  mem- 
bership with  the  board  of  censors.  After  diicussing  some 
routine  business  the  association  adjourned  till  5  p.  m. 

Evening  session;  meeting  called  to  order  at  5  p.  m.,  at  Scholz's 
hall.  The  President  Dr.  P.  W.  Johns  in  the  chair.  Dr.  D.  Berrey 
secretary.  The  president  called  for  written  articles,  and  Dr.  J. 
M.  Hays  presented  a  paper  on  antiseptic  surgery,  which  was 
fully  discussed.  Dr.  Berrey  moved  that  Dr.  Hays  be  tendered  the 
thanks  of  the  Association  for  his  paper,  and  that  it  be  forwarded 
to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  publication.  Dr. 
Spring  presented  a  most  interesting  paper  on  "abscess  of  the  liver. 
Dr.  Cupples  opened  the  discussion  and  gave  the  Association  a 
resume  of  his  vast  experience.  Almost  every  one  present  took 
part  in  the  discussion,  and  many  valuable  hints  in  the  diagnosis, 
prognosis,  and  treatment  of  abscess  of  the  liver  were  elicited.  Dr. 
Spring  received  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Association  for  his  valu- 
able paper,  and  it  was  ordered  published. 

D.  Berrey,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


I>  MEMORIAL. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  held  at  the 
office  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Monday,  September  3,  1889,  the  following 
resolutions  were  passed: 

Whereas,  Death  has  removed  from  among  us  our  friend  and 
colleague,  Jas.  T.  Webb,  M.  D., 


94 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Terrell  [Medical  Society,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  was  associated  with  it  from  its 
very  beginning,  wish  to  express  our  deep  sorrow  for  his  provi- 
dential removal  by  death. 

Resolved,  That  in  life  and  character  of  our  departed  associate 
in  medicine,  we  recognize  with  pleasure  his  purity  of  character, 
and  that  his  death  will  leave  a  void  in  our  ranks  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  J.  T.  Webb,  M.  D.,  we  lament 
the  loss  of  one  distinguished  for  his  amiability  to  his  family  and 
fidelity  for  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  was  an  indefatigable 
worker. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties  he 
was  conscientious,  which  endeared  him  to  his  fellow-men;  he 
wTill  long  be  remembered  with  deep  affection,  by  rich  and  poor 
alike. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  published  in 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  and  in  the  Terrell  Times. 

F.  S.  White,  President, 
W.  P.  Dumar,  Vice-President. 
E.  E.  Smiley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


>0TE:   TO  THE  DOCTORS  IX  THE  DISTRICT. 


The  first  quarterly  meeting  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Asso- 
ciation was  decidedly  a  success.  A  number  of  gentlemen  from 
surrounding  counties  were  present,  made  application  for  mem- 
bership, and  promised  their  hearty  co-operation.  Many  more 
would  have  been  present  but  for  a  strike  on  the  S.  A.  &  A.  P.  R.  R. 
by  which  passenger  traffic  on  that  road  was  entirely  suspended 
for  over  a  week. 

Let  as  many  gentlemen  from  West  Texas  as  possible  meet  with 
us  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  October.  Bring  papers  and  reports 
of  cases  with  you,  and  we  will  promise  a  rousing  meeting. 

Secretary. 
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KEEP  THE  BALL  IN  MOTION. 


Dr.  P.  K.  Wortham,  of  Meridian,  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Journal,  and  a  co-operator  in  our  endeavor  to  organize  the  whole 
profession  of  Texas,  writes  us: 

"The  Bosque  County  Medical  Society  had  been  dormant  for 
several  months,  until  a  short  while  ago,  when  we  succeeded  in 
getting  together  a  goodly  number  of  M.  D.'s,  and  effected  a  re- 
organization, and  we  are  determined  now  to  'hold  the  fort.'  It 
is  thought  in  a  few  more  meetings  we  will  enroll  in  our  organiza- 
tion the  majority  of  the  physicians  of  Bosque  county. 

"In  a  short  time,  however,  we  will  lose  one  of  our  best  and 
most  talented  members,  Dr.  J.  H.  Wysong,  who,  being  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  Texas  Medical  College,  will  remove  to  Gal- 
veston." 


NEW  TRI-STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


It  is  proposed  to  organize  a  new  Tri-State  Medical  Association, 
(Georgia,  Tennessee  and  Alabama),  and  a  call  has  been  issued 
for  a  meeting  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  the  third  Tuesday  in 
October.    Address  Dr.  F.  T.  Smith,  secretary. 


The  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association  will 
hold  its  next  annual  session  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  November 
12,  13  and  14.  Hunter  McGuire,  M.  D.,  IX.  D.,  is  president, 
and  W.  K.  B.  Davis,  M.  D.,  secretary.  A  cordial  invitation  to 
attend  is  extended  to  the  profession.  A  long  list  of  papers  is 
announced  to  be  read  on  the  occasion. 


A  Savage. — A  man,  on  entering  an  omnibus,  came  near  fall- 
ing, and  to  steady  himself  caught  at  the  nearest  object,  which 
was  a  lady's  lap. 

"You  are  a  regular  savage,  Sir!"  she  said. 

"Yes'm;  of  the  paw-knee  tribe,"  he  meekly  admitted. 
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j^ULLINGS   FROM  J^ONTEMPORARIES . 


From  the  Western  Druggist.] 

PHARMACY  IN  MEXICO. 


The  requirements  for  practicing  pharmacy  in  Mexico  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  practically  exclude  foreigners,  but  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  readers  of  the  Western  Druggist,  I  will  tell 
you  what  they  are.  The  applicant  must  be  a  graduate,  and  his 
diploma  will  have  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the 
college  stating  that  it  is  genuine;  then  there  must  be  another 
certificate  from  the  governor  of  the  State  in  which  the  college  is 
located,  stating  that  the  college  is  a  reputable  institution.  This 
certificate  has  to  be  countersigned  by  the  nearest  Mexican  min- 
ister, and  should  there  be  none  in  the  State,  it  must  be  sent  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  there  signed  by  the  Mexican  minister, 
and  from  there  it  must  be  sent  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  at 
the  city  of  Mexico  for  its  final  signature,  and  it  is  then  recorded 
at  the  last  named  city. 

After  all  of  this  "red  tape"  formality  has  been  complied  with 
the  applicant  is  entitled  to  examination,  which  is  all  in  Spanish. 
Having  passed  the  examination  satisfactorily  he  is  paid  a  con- 
siderably smaller  salary  than  similar  talent  would  command  in 
the  United  States. 

As  I  am  located  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  I  have  had  no 
good  opportunity  to  notice  the  Mexican  way  of  "running  a  drug 
store,"  and  not  being  able  to  speak  sufficient  Spanish  for  conver- 
sational purposes  I  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  but  one  drug- 
gist here,  Mr.  L.  E.  Lafon,  who  has  the  largest  and  nicest  store 
in  Chihuahua.  He  speaks  good  English,  and  I  am  indebted  to 
him  for  a  good  deal  of  information  in  regard  to  the  Mexican 
drug  business.  I  am 'also  under  obligations  to  Dr.  F.  Paschal, 
chief  surgeon  of  the  Mexican  Central  railroad,  for  information 
regarding  examination  and  registration  of  diploma.  The  same 
law  is  in  force  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  medicine. 

Nearly  all  of  the  houses  are  built  on  the  plan  of  a  hollow  square 
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with  a  courtyard  in  the  centre,  a  patio  it  is  called,  so  the  house 
is  all  around  the  yard,  instead  of  vice  versa.  This  makes  the 
length  of  all  houses  parallel  to  the  street,  and  only  one  counter 
is  needed,  which  extends  through  the  store  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  Excepting  this  the  general  arrangement  of  the  stores  is 
similar  to  those  in  the  United  States.  Ointment  jars  are  more 
numerous  and  make  a  very  fine  display,  but  I  am  told  that  most  of 
them  are  empty  and  serve  only  as  an  ornament.  Show  globes 
are  very  popular,  but  the  sign  of  the  traditional  mortar  and  pestle 
is  absent  from  all  of  the  stores  except  Mr.  Lafon's.  He  is  enter- 
prising enough  to  keep  quite  a  stock  of  American  goods  for  his 
friends  from  the  United  States.  The  most  common  patent  medi- 
cines are  to  be  had  here  but  at  prices  that  seem  surprising,  but 
owing  to  the  difference  in  value  of  Mexican  and  U.  S.  money, 
import  duty,  which  is  very  high,  and  freight,  too,  is  no  small 
item  of  expense,  so  that  $2.50  for  Ayer's  Sarsaparilla  or  75  cents 
for  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup,  is  not  as  high  as  it  seems,  but  at 
any  rate  it  puts  such  luxuries  (?)  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  poor 
people. 

French  and  German  chemicals  and  preparations  are  mostly 
used,  as  I  am  told  that  they  are  preferred  on  account  of  their 
greater  purity.  Prices  and  duty  make  all  cost  about  the  same, 
and  if  that  is  the  only  thing  against  American  products  it  would 
seem  that  this  is  a  fine  field  for  the  drug  drummer  to  get  in  and 
do  a  little  missionary  work  in  persuading  these  people  that  we 
can  make  just  as  pure  chemicals  as  the  French  or  Germans. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  issued  every  ten  years,  nor  at  any 
regular  interval.  It  is  compiled  by  the  various  colleges  of  medi- 
cine in  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  is  said  to  be  largely,  if  not 
wholly,  compiled  from  the  French  Codex. 

The  Mexicans  have  found  out  who  owns  the  prescription,  for 
it  is  the  custom  here  to  return  it  with  the  medicine.  Such  vague 
directions  as  "cucharadas"  or  "cucharapitas"  are  quite  common. 
It  means  merely  spoonfuls  or  teaspoonfuls;  the  old  hackneyed 
<(use  as  directed"  is  sometimes  used,  but  "spoonful"  seems  to  be 
the  favorite.  Of  the  six  stores  here  only  three  have  prescription 
cases,  the  others  seem  to  get  along  without  that  necessary  fix- 


9S 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


ture.  Three  of  the  stores  dispense  soda  water,  but  as  they  do  not 
use  enough  ice  and  but  very  little  foam  it  is  not  very  good. 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  city  is  the  absence  of 
awnings  over  the  sidewalks,  which  are  very  narrow.  The  houses 
join  each  other  and  thus  wall  in  the  streets  on  both  sides.  There 
are  but  few  show  windows  and  none  of  them  in  the  drug  stores; 
and  as  all  of  the  other  windows  have  iron  bars  over  them  and 
closed  with  heavy  shutters  from  within,  every  house  looks  like  a 
prison.  Show  cases  are  not  numerous  enough  to  take  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  counter  space,  which  may  be  according  to  the 
fancy  of  the  proprietor,  but  is  most  likely  because  duty  and 
freight  are  extremely  high  on  that  class  of  goods. 

It  is  quite  common  for  all  stores  to  have  names,  and  no  drug 
store  is  complete  without  one.  The  following  are  specimens: 
"Botica  Universal,"  "Botica  Francesca,"  "Botica  del  Aguila," 
(The  Eagle  Drugstore)  and  in  the  City  of  Mexico  there  is  one 
called  "Almacen  Central  Beneficencia  Publica,"  or  the  "central 
storehouse  of  public  kindness. ' '  A  drygoods  store  here  goes  by 
the  name  of  "Grand  Surprise." 

The  metric  system  is  in  most  common  use  for  prescriptions, 
though  grains  and  drachms  are  still  used  by  some,  but  only  a 
few.  The  Spanish  drachm  has  73  grains,  but  as  they  are  lighter 
than  our  grains  it  takes  about  72  of  them  to  equal  60  English 
grains.  The  pound  (libra)  is  the  standard  of  weight  in  commer- 
cial use  for  small  quantities.  The  aroba  (25pds.)is  used  for  larger 
quantities,  and  carga  is  used  for  still  larger  quantities.  It  is  300 
pounds,  and  is  considered  a  load  for  a  "burro"  (jackass.)  The 
Spanish  yard  of  33  inches,  called  a  vara,  is  used  much  oftener 
than  the  meter.  The  government  has  adopted  the  metric  system 
and  all  duties  are  paid  by  the  kilo,  and  railroad  subsidies  are 
granted  at  so  much  per  kilometer.  I  will  close  this  letter  in  the 
Mexican  way  by  signing  myself  "S.  S.  S.,"  which  has  no  refer- 
ence to  a  popular  patent  medicine  but  means  "your  faithful  ser- 
vant," su  suguro  servidor. 

Chihuahua,  Mex.  R.  P.  Daniel. 


Dr.  M.  L.  Haggard  has  removed  from  Mountain  Peak  to 
Midlothian. 


EDITOR  DEPARTOEnT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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TM  SCIENTIFIC  ASPECT  OF  BROWX-SEQL  ARD'S  DISCOVERY  (?) 

/  A  GRAY  HORSK  OF  ANOTHER  COLOR. 

In  our  last  issue  we  said,  "To  us,  there  is  something  indescrib- 
ably ludicrous  in  the  idea,  or  association  of  ideas,  that  a  general 
tonic  or  nerve  stimulant  was  to  be  found  in  the  testicles  of  a 
young  animal." 

Now  we  wish  we  hadn't  said  it.  There  are  more  strange 
things  in  chemistry  than  ever  were  dreamed  of  in  our  philosophy, 
Horatio, — and  we  have  "put  our  foot  in  it."  Well,  there  is  con- 
solation in  the  reflection  that  wiser  men  than  we,  to-wit,  the 
eurdite  editor  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  and  others, 
who  have  ridiculed  the  idea,  are  in  the  same  boat,  and  if  we  are 
laughed  at,  they  will  be. 

It  transpires  that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have,  with  that  intelli- 
gent zeal  in  the  cause  of  new  remedies,  which  for  years  has  char- 
acterized them,  sought,  found  and  isolated  the  active  principle  of 
the  "juice"  prepared  according  to  Brown-Sequard's  formula,  and 
they  recognize  it  as  "spermine" — an  alkaloid*  first  described  by 


*"This  substance  is  a  leucomaine,  or  physiological  alkaloid,  one  of  the  natural 
products  of  living  bodies/' — P.,  D.  &  Co.l 
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Schreiner  in  '78,  and  also  known  as  "Charcot-Neumann  crystals,  "f 
This  alkaloid  is  found  in  the  animal  economy,  elsewhere  than  in  the 
testicles,  and  in  the  various  excretions,  especially  in  the  sputa  of 
consumption;  in  all  wasting  diseases  it  is  excreted  in  abundance, 
and  hence  there  is  philosophy  and  good  sense  in  the  suggestion 
to  replace  it.  Tests  made  with  this  alkaloid  have  proven  it  to 
possess  decided  stimulating  effects  upon  the  cerebro-spinal  centres, 
and  there  is  a  possibility  after  all,  that  it  may  be  utilized  as  a 
remedy  in  exhaustion,  etc.  Moreover,  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have 
prepared  a  salt  of  the  alkaloid,  the  1  'hydrochlorate  ot  spermine" 
for  hypodermic  use,  and  we  would  not  be  surprised  shortly  to 
see  it  on  the  market,  and  in  more  or  less  general  use. 

But  as  Jeuner,  who  became  immortal  by  the  discovery  that 
lymph  from  vessicles  of  kine-pox,  introduced  into  the  human  sys- 
tem would  forever  protect  from  small-pox,  had  not  the  faintest 
conception  of  its  rationale,  but  announced  it  is  a  clinical  fact,  and 
we  all  practiced  it  empirically  for  years,  so  Brown-Sequard  in 
all  probability  never  dreamed  of  the  presence  of  an  alkaloid  in 
his  "juice,"  which,  when  isolated,  is  capable  of  producing  the 
symptoms  claimed  to  have  been  observed  by  him;  and  as  it  re- 
mained for  Klebbs,  Kock  and  Pasteur,  by  their  discoveries  of  mi- 
cro-organism, to  make  clear  the  modus  operandi  of  vaccination, 
so  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  to  show  up  the 
true  inwardness  of  the  so-called  1  'elixir  vitae, ' '  and  to  invest  it  with 
deep  scientific  interest.  The  Age,  a  medical  periodical  of  De- 
troit, contains  a  long  article  on  the  subject,  being  a  report  of  the 
isolation  and  preparation  above  referred  to,  by  the  chemist  in  the 
scientific  department  of  this  great  establishment. 

Hence  our  prediction  (?)  in  last  issue  may  yet  be  verified,  i.  e., 
that  the  "Brown-Sequard  Elixir"  (its  active  principle)  may  yet 
be  offered  to  the  public  as  a  "sure  cure,"  etc.,  and  physicians 
will  be  carrying  around  in  their  hypodermic  cases  little  pellets  or 
tablets  of  the  "hydrochlorate  of  spermine,"  and  injecting  it  into 
the  arms  of  divers  and  sundry  old  men  and  young  men  with  as 
much  confidence  as  they  now  inject  the  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine, 
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for  instance;  why  not?  One  of  the  enterprising  and  intelligent 
young  physicians  of  Austin  has  already  written  to  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.,  for  a  small  supply  of  the  salt,  and  will  experiment  with  it, 
and  report  results  to  the  Journal. 

It  is  right  funny;  the  Age  in  arguing  for  the  Brown-Sequard 
Elixir,  says:  "Historical  record  shows  that  the  tests  have  been 
venerated  for  many  centuries  as  the  seat  of  the  life-giving  prin- 
ciple." Dr.  Merriman  asks  us  to  suggest  that  their  "juice" 
wasn't  used  hypodermically  nor  injected  into  the  arm. 


IMPORTANT  TO  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


We  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  secretaries  of  County  and  Dis- 
trict Medical  Societies  in  Texas  to  the  following  ordinance,  passed 
by  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  at  its  eighth  annual  ses- 
sion,— an  important  matter,  which  has,  as  a  general  thing,  here- 
tofore been  entirely  neglected.  Were  the  requirements  of  the 
ordinance  complied  with,  it  would  aid  largely  in  the  organization 
of  the  profession,  by  enabling  the  Secretary  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  every  physician  the  literature  of  the  Association,  invitations  to 
attend  meetings,  etc.,  and  to  preserve  valuable  statistics: 

"Resolved,  That  County  Medical  Societies  be  requested  to 
furnish  [to  the  Secretary  of  the  T.  S.  Med.  Ass'n]  a  list  of  phy- 
sicians in  the  county,  as  well  as  of  members;  to  give  population 
of  county,  number  of  births,  deaths,  cause  of  death,  age  at  death, 
sex  and  race;  diseases  that  have  prevailed;  localities,  with  a  de- 
scription of  the  latter,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  causes 
of  disease;  also  an  abstract  of  contents  of  papers  read,  and  of  dis- 
cussions, surgical  operations  and  results." 

We  call  upon  the  secretaries  of  the  several  societies  in  affilia- 
tion with  the  State  Association  to  furnish  us,  at  once,  with  (i) 
an  account  of  the  organization  of  their  respective  societies;  (2) 
officers  for  the  present  year,  and  list  of  members;  (3)  a  list  of 
physicians  in  their  respective  counties,  with  post-office  addresses. 

Societies  which  comply  at  once  with  the  above  request  will  re- 
ceive due  credit,  and  a  copy  of  the  Transactions  for  '89  for  the 
society  library. 
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In  this  connection,  we  beg  to  point  out  for  the  information  of 
those  members  of  county  societies  and  others  who  may  hereafter 
represent  their  respective  societies  and  counties  on  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee,  that  for  some  years  past  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee have  not  fully  complied  with  the  by-laws  in  the  election 
of  officers.  The  secretary,  as  well  as  the  chairman,  of  every 
section,  must  be  elected  by  the  Nominating  Committee,  and  at 
the  same  time,  instead  of  being  appointed  by  the  chairman; 
which  is  seldom  done  in  time  to  have  the  names  of  secretaries 
appear  in  the  Transactions.  This  is  very  important.  [See  by- 
laws under  head  of  "Sections,"  page  276-7,  Transactions  1889.] 
And,  with  regard  to  the  Sections  of  State  Medicine  and  Public 
Hygiene,  the  by-laws  say  this  Section  "shall  be  composed  of 
one  member  /torn  each  county,  representing,  as  far  fas  p) adicable, 
the  county  Board  of  Health,  the  officers  of  this  section  to  be  also 
designated  by  the  Nominating  Committee." 

Under  the  head  of  "Standing  Committees,"  the  by-laws  also 
provide  for  a  "Committee  on  Texas  State  Medical  Necrology." 
"This  committee  to  consist  also  of  one  member  from  each  county 
represented  in  the  Association."  The  duties  of  said  committee 
are  denned  in  same  paragraph. 

Recently  the  Nominating  Committee  have  entirely  neglected 
this  important  appointment.  At  last  meeting  (San  Antonio) 
the  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  omission  from  report  of 
Nominating  Committee,  whereupon  the  President  appointed 
two  members,  Drs.  A.  W.  Pope  and  B.  \V.  Bristow.  Some 
record  of  our  departed  brethren  should  be  made  and  preserved 
in  the  archives  of  the  Association. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


As  illustrative  of  the  deep  importance  attached  to  a  study  of 
the  etiolcgy,  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  diphtheria,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  King's  County,  N.  Y.,  Medical  Association  dis- 
cussed the  subject  "with  interest  and  profit,"  says  Dr.  Squibbs,  the 
President,  "at  six  consecutive  monthly  meetings, " — and  perhaps, 
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then,  did  not  fully  exhaust  it.  It  is  one  in  which  Texas  physi- 
cians— as  well  as  those  of  New  York  and  elsewhere,  are  interested 
for  the  disease,  in  a  malignant  form,  is  unquestionably  met  with 
in  this  State;  and  we  believe  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  submit 
for  their  information  a  resume  of  the  discussion,  as  relates  to  treat- 
ment, above  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Squibb,  in  an  editorial  in  the  July 
number  of  his  publication,  the  "Ephemeris." 

Dr.  Squibb  says:  "The  importance  of  this  discussion  will  be 
recognized  from  the  fact  that  during  the  time  occupied  by  it,  no 
less  than  594  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria  in  an  estimated 
population  of  about  800,000;  and  from  the  circumstance  that 
many  of  the  best  and  busiest  physicians  of  this  population  took 
part  in  the  discussion.  The  monthly  accounts  of  this  discussion 
will  be  found  in  Gaillard's  Medical  Journal  from  November,  1888, 
to  June,  1889,  inclusive.  All  that  is  aimed  at  here  is  to  give  a  brief 
abstract  of  the  materia  medica  element  of  the  discussion,  so  far  as 
the  principal  agents  used  are  concerned,  and  these  agents  will  be 
taken  up  in  the  order  of  the  frequency  with  which  they  are  used 
in  this  locality.  This,  however,  may  not  be  the  order  of  the  real 
importance  in  treatment,  because  some  have  a  popularity  from 
long  established  use,  which  may  be  yielding  to  more  recent 
agents.  In  almost  all  cases  more  than  one  of  the  agents  were 
used. 

"Alcohol  was  almost  universally  used,  and  generally  as  brandy 
or  whisky,  but  with  two  distinct  objects  in  view.  The  greater 
number  of  physicians  used  it  in  moderate  quantities  as  a  stimu- 
lant and  a  food  to  support  the  failing  powers  of  the  patients,  and 
in  the  more  exhausting  stages  of  the  disease,  and  always  as  an 
adjunct  to  other  treatment.  But  there  were  many  who  used  it  in 
large  quantities  from  the  very  onset  of  the  disease,  as  a  special, 
powerful  antidote  to  the  malignant  poison  of  the  disease  very 
much  in  the  way  that  is  used  in  snake-bite.  This  treatment  was 
pursued  and  strongly  advocated  by  the  late  Dr.  E.  N.  Chapman, 
of  this  city,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Long  before  his  death, 
however,  he  published  a  monogram  on  {'The  Antagonism  of  Al- 
cohol and  Diphtheria,"  Brooklyn,  1878,  at  which  time  he  had 
treated  125  cases,  with  but  one  death.    Many  have  followed  this 
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use  of  alcohol,  as  the  principal  element  in  treatment,  with  en- 
couraging success,  but  not  generally  with  the  success  of  Dr. 
Chapman.  One  busy  and  successful  physician,  who  had  long 
used  this  treatment,  during  an  epidemic  in  his  practice,  awoke 
one  night  at  3.  a.  m.  with  easily  recognized  symptoms  of  diphthe- 
ria, including  a  membrane  in  the  pharynx.  He  at  once  took  half 
a  bottle  of  brandy, — probably  about  12  fluidounces.  This,  under 
ordinary  circumstance,  would  represent  about  5.4  fluidounces  of 
absolute  alcohol,  or  about  the  fatal  dose.  By  8  o'clock, — or  in 
five  hours, — he  had  finished  the  bottle  of,  say,  over  10  fluidounces 
of  absolute  alcohol.  After  such  a  use  of  alcohol  he  was  "at 
work  again  in  a  week,"  and  he  believes  that  it  saved  his  life. 
And  yet  when  in  health,  half  an  ounce  of  brandy  makes  him  feel 
"heady."  Most  of  those  who  used  alcohol  in  this  way,  testified 
to  the  absence  of  any  signs  of  intoxication  when  the  disease  was 
at  all  pronounced  in  degree;  and  any  signs  of  intoxication,  or 
odor  ot  alcohol  on  the  breath  were  regarded  as  the  limit  of  dosage. 
From  6  to  12  fluidounces  of  brandy  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
were  not  infrequently  used  on  children  from  6  months  to  3  years 
old,  though  in  the  larger  part  of  a  general  experience  much 
smaller  quantities  were  required; — but  alcohol  from  the  first  in 
liberal  and  frequent  doses. 

"Tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron  was  perhaps  the  agent  next 
most  commonly  used  as  a  principal  element  in  treatment,  by  the 
greatest  number  of  practitioners,  and  this  was  always  used  freely 
as  both  a  local  and  systemic  agent.  Though  rarely  used  alone, 
there  was  much  testimony  in  its  favor,  and  none  against  it.  It 
was  simply  losing  ground  to  agents  that  were  gaining  in  popu- 
larity. 

"Corrosive  sublimate,  or  mercuric  chloride,  was  very  largely 
used  as  a  local  application  by  spray  or  gargle, — about  1  to  500 
for  spraying,  and  1  to  4,000  for  gargling.  A  large  number  of 
physicians  used  this  agent  locally,  and  a  smaller  number  used  it 
systemically.  In  no  case  had  there  been  toxic  effects,  and  in  one 
case,  only,  there  was  mild  salivation,  and  the  experience  from 
its  use  was  generally  favorable.  When  used  internally,  the  doses 
were  generally  small  and  frequently  repeated,  and  the  adminis- 
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tration  was  carried  to  the  production  of  characteristic  diarrhoea 
with  green  stools.  Attention  was  called  to  a  recent  paper  on 
'Mercuric  Bi-Chloride  in  Diphtheria,'  by  Dr.  John  S.  Coleman, 
of  Augusta,  Ga.,  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  for  February  23,  1889,  page  254.  Dr.  Coleman 
claims  for  mercuric  chloride  what  has  been,  by  others,  claimed  for 
alcohol, — that  diphtheria  establishes  a  tolerance  of  the  agent,  and 
certainly  his  experience  tends  to  sustain  such  a  claim.  Among 
other  cases  he  relates  one  of  a  child  16  months  old  who  took  cor- 
rosive sublimate  in  doses  of  one-eight  of  a  grain  hourly  for  seven- 
ty-two consecutive  hours, — 9  grains  in  three  days, — with  the  result 
of  complete  recovery  after  expelling  a  large  tube  of  laryngeal 
membrane.  This  was  his  largest  dosage,  and  his  worst  case, 
but  other  children  took  very  large  quantities  with  similar  results. 
A  child  of  three  years  took  six-eighths  of  a  grain  in  six  hours, 
and  a  total  of  10.5  grains  in  nine  days.  Any  such  quantities  in 
healthy  children  would  probably  prove  fatal. 

"Dr.  Coleman  does  not  always  use  such  doses,  but  begins  with 
one  thirty-second  of  a  grain,  and  increases  until  the  disease  is 
counteracted,  or  is  in  abeyance.  It  was  stated  by  a  member  who 
knew  him,  that  Dr.  Coleman  was  not  an  enthusiast,  but  an  old, 
long-established  physician  not  likely  to  be  carried  away  by  hav- 
ing a  theory  to  support. 

"Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  or  hydrogen  dioxide,  was  presented 
during  the  discussion,  as  having  been  used  both  locally  and  in- 
ternally in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  as  being  one  of  the  most 
active  and  energetic  antiseptics  known,  and  some  account  of  it  is 
given  in  this  pamphlet  at  page  1146.  It  was  subsequently  used 
by  several  of  the  members,  and  the  reports  of  its  use  then  and 
since  have  been  very  favorable.  Without  being  new  at  all,  it  is 
being  treated  as  a  novelty,  and  many  very  extravagant  state- 
ments are  being  published  by  the  makers  of  it,  so  that  it  is  feared 
that  this  may  prejudice  the  use  of  what  should,  on  principle,  be 
a  very  valuable  agent,  not  only  in  diphtheria,  but  in  many  other 
septic  conditions. 

"As  an  ultimate  result  of  the  whole  discussion  it  may  be  fairly 
stated  that  with  the  use  of  these  agents,  judiciously  applied,  the 
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fatal  cases  of  diphtheria,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  discussed  it 
here,  were  very  far  below  its  general  mortality,  and  as  this  came 
to  be  apparent  from  the  discussion  it  was  questioned  whether 
this  was  the  result  of  treatment,  or  whether  it  might  not  be  the 
result  of  a  milder  form  of  the  disease  in  the  classes  of  the  com- 
munity among  which  these  physicians  practiced.  There  was, 
however,  no  doubt  left  in  the  minds  of  any  as  to  the  value  of 
treatment  in  contrast  with  expectant  nursing  of  the  sick, — and  in 
this  connection  the  writer  offers  no  apology  for  quoting  the 
weighty  words  of  one  who  has  observed  diphtheria  as  closely, 
seen  as  much  of  it,  and  written  upon  it  as  intelligently  as  any 
living  authority. 

"Dr.  A.Jacobi,  of  New  York,  in  addressing  the  British  Medical 
Association, — The  British  Medical  Jou? ?ial for  September  22,  1888, 
page  653,  says: 

'  "In  urging  upon  you  these  remedial  measures  in  the  dangers 
of  diphtheria,  I  beg  of  you  not  to  take  me  for  a  meddler  and  in- 
terferer.  Like  yourself,  I  see  many  a  case  of  sickness,  and  treat 
many  without  medicines.  But  there  must  be  a  reason  for  both 
non-medication  and  medication;  and  there  must  be  medication 
when  there  is  an  indication  for  it.  When  there  is,  there  is  also 
an  indication  for  a  sufficient  dose.  I  believe  in  Nature,  and  in 
spontaneous  cures,  but  I  know  also  that  Nature  destroys  with  the 
same  equanimity  and  indifference  with  which  it  allows  the  get- 
ting well.  I  believe  in  the  action  of  medicines,  and  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  physician;  I  know  that  when  a  political  Nihilist 
commits  a  single  murder  the  newspapers  of  the  world  talk  loudly 
of  it.  When  a  therapeutical  Nihilist  commits  a  hundred  homi- 
cides, a  quiet  certificate  and  the  silent  sod  cover  the  sins  of  omis- 
sion.'" 

It  is  notorious  that  sufficient  care  is  not  excercised  in  making 
the  diagnosis;  nearly  every  form  of  tonsilitis,  especially  the  fol- 
licular form,  in  which  there  is  an  exudation  and  deposit,  is  called 
diphtheria,  and  treated  heroically.  Fortunately,  although  diph- 
theria does  occur  here  as  elsewhere,  it  is  comparatively  rare, — but 
very  fatal.  We  have  had  but  limited  experience  in  the  treatment 
of  this  disease,  but  that  experience  led  us  long  since  to  discard 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


107 


local  cauterization,  especially  with  nitrate  of  silver.  More  at- 
tention should  be  paid  to  nutrition  and  less  to  local  treatment,  in 
our  judgment. 

In  the  administration  of  alcohol  the  dosage  should  be  regu- 
lated by  the  effects  on  the  system,  and  not  so  much  given  in  a 
given  case,  because  there  is  authority  for  very  large  doses;  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  over-doing  it,  and  the  patient  may  be  killed  by 
alcohol  as  well  as  by  septic  poison.  We  distinctly  remember  a 
case  of  pneumonia  in  the  person  of  an  eminent  physician,  him- 
self a  believer  in  large  doses  of  alcohol  in  all  fevers.  He  was 
over-stimulated,  and  died  of  acute  alcoholic  poisoning! — In  the 
above  article  we  see  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  warn  our  readers 
that  twelve  ounces  of  brandy  in  twenty-tour  hours  to  a  three 
year  old  will  not  do  as  a  standard;  there  are  sins  of  commission, 
as  well  as  sins  of  omission,  which  a  '  'certificate  and  the  quiet 
sod' '  may  cover  up. 


A  NEW  AND  VALUABLE  SURGIC  AL  INSTRUMENT  OF  TEXAS  IN- 
TENTION. 


Dr.  R.  T.  Knox,  of  Gonzales,  has  invented  an  instrument  for 
dilating  the  os-uteri,  which  seems  to  possess  many  points  of  ad- 
vantage over  similar  instruments  on  the  market.  Tieman  &  Co. 
are  manufacturing  it,  and,  we  understand,  will  soon  offer  it  to 
the  profession.    They  speak  very  highly  of  the  invention. 

"Necesssity"  may  be  said,  truly,  to  have  been  the  "mother  of" 
this  invention.  Dr.  Knox  practices  at  a  point  remote  from 
"medical  centers,"  and  where  he  cannot,  like  "city  physicians," 
have  access  to  an  armamentarium  ckitutgicum,  or  call  in  some 
specialist  when  an  unusual  difficulty  is  presented.  On  one  oc- 
casion, he  was  called  to  a  case  of  convulsions,  "occurring  at  reg- 
ular periods,  with  increased  suffering.  It  was  a  case  of  retained 
menses,  and  for  which  much  medicine  had  been  given,  with  only 
partial  and  temporary  relief,  until  it  was  feared  occlusion  had 
taken  place.  The  agony  was  very  great,  and  relief  in  some  shape 
was  imperative.    Beyond  the  reach  of  assistance  or  counsel,  I 
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proposed  mechanical  relief,"  says  the  doctor,' in  a  letter  ac- 
companying the  model  sent  us.  "It  was  accepted,  and  dilation 
was  made  by  improvising  a  dilator,  using  a  pair  of  long  bullet 
forceps,  (reversing  the  motion).  The  stricture  was  broken,  or 
rigidity  (as  the  case  may  be)  was  overcome;  smiles  took  the 
place  of  tears,  and  all  was  lovely,  as  the  flow  came  on  copiously, 
— very  dark."  This  suggested  to  Dr.  Knox  the  instrument 
under  consideration. 

It  is  a  dilator  and  drainage  tube  combined.  It  consists  of  two 
blades  with  double  curve,  so  that  when  the  handles  are  approxi- 
mated the  points  diverge;  when  the  thumb  and  finger  rings  are 
in  apposition,  the  points  are  at  their  widest  angle,  on  the  princi- 
le  of  a  glove-stretcher.  The  point  consists  of  two  hollow  half- 
cylinders,  about  four  inches  in  length,  and  which,  when  put 
with  their  flat  surfaces  together,  form  a  hollow  cylinder  tapering 
to  a  point  from  the  butt,  where  they  screw  on  to  the  blades,  or 
handles,  this  butt  being  about  3-5  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  This 
tube  admits  of  the  escape  of  pent  up  fluid,  as  in  the  case  cited, 
acting  as  a  drainage  tube,  or  of  the  introduction  of  washes  or 
other  medication  by  means  of  syringe.  The  tube  is  graduated, 
and  the  operator  knows,  by  a  corresponding  scale  on  the  blades, 
just  the  extent  of  the  dilation  at  any  stage  of  the  operation,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  instrument  has  penetrated.  The 
instrument  is  made  with  two  sets  of  tubes,  or  parts,  one  straight, 
the  other  slightltly  curved,  and  as  they  are  detachable,  either 
can  be  used  at  pleasure.    This  also  renders  them  easily  cleansed. 

The  instrument  undoubtedly  has  merit,  and  will  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  surgeon's  and  gynecologist's  outfit. 


Infantile  Convulsions — A  Fact  worth  Knowing. — Dr. 
T.  J.  Heard  says:  "In  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  infantile 
spasms  or  convulsions  may  be  arrested  in  one  minute  by  the  ap- 
plication of  one  or  two  dry  cups  on  the  back,  from  the  seventh 
cervical  to  the  first  dorsal  vertebra.  This  will  secure  a  remission, 
during  which  emetics,  purgatives,  or  anything  else  that  the  indi- 
cations may  require,  may  be  used. 
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^/Viedical  News  and  ^Miscellany. 


Dr.  Justus  Duffau  has  removed  from  Austin  to  Houston. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Copoer  has  removed  from  Lilac,  Texas,  to  Boone, 
Iowa. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten  and  family  spent  the  summer  at  Virginia 
Springs.    Lucky  doctor. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner  and  wife  are  making  a  northern  tour  through 
New  York  and  Canada — to  return  in  October. 


Dr.  M.  L.  Haggard  has  removed  from  Mountain  Peak  to  Mid- 
lothian.   Dr.  H.  B.  Talliafero  has  removed  to  Bruceville. 


Dr.  Frank  Rainey,  Superintendent  State  Blind  Institute, 
Austin,  has  recently  been  very  sick,  but  we  are  pleased  to  say  is 
all  right  again. 


Removals. — Dr.  B.  H.  Harris,  late  of  Morris,  Dallas  count}-, 
has  removed  to  Okla-Union,  Wilbarger  county;  Dr.  L.  W. 
Cocke,  from  San  Marcos  to  Boerne. 


Married — In  Eminence,  Ky.,  September  11  inst.,  Dr.  C.  M. 
Rosser,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  to  Miss  Alma  Curtice,  of  Louisville. 
We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  a  card. 


"Can  you  support  a  family,  young  man?"  asked  Pater  Fa?ni- 
Has  of  young  Canesucker,  a  suitor  of  his  daughter. 
ilI  o?ily  wayited  Sarah ,"  he  said  dejectedly. 


Dr.  Merry-man  asserts  that  Dr.  Wile,  of  the  New  England 
Medical  Monthly,  never  was  a  single  man,  and  never  can  be,  be- 
cause he's  always  been  double  you  see    (W.  C.) 
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Dr.  W.  M.  Yandell  has  been  appointed  "Health  Physician" 
of  El  Paso,  as  successor  to  himself  as  Health  Officer,  and  to  Dr. 
 as  City  Physician — a  consolidation.    A  good  appointment. 


Dr.  W.  P.  Fleming,  lately  of  Georgetown,  Texas,  and  re- 
cently appointed  chief  surgeon  of  the  Columbia  &  Puget  Sound 
railway,  has  left  Franklin,  W.  T.,  and  settled  in  San  Diego,  Cal. 


We  regret  to  learn  that  Dr.  B.  Creath,  of  Kinneyville, 
has  scarlet  fever  of  a  malignant  type  among  his  children.  The 
doctor  has  our  sympathy  and  sincere  wishes  for  the  recovery  of 
his  dear  little  ones. 


For  Sale. — Several  trios  of  fine  young  genuine  Ply  moth 
Rock  fowls,  spring  chickens,  of  the  famous  Heyflebower  prize 
strain.  Five  Dollars  per  trio,  on  board  cars.  Single  cockerels 
$2.50.    Address  editor  this  journal. 


Died— In  Terrell,  Texas,  September  — ,  Dr.  Jas.  H.  Webb, 
one  of  the  oldest  practicing  physicians  in  the  State.  Dr.  Webb 
was  at  one  time,  '67-' 8,  connected  with  the  Texas  Medical  Col- 
lege, as  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 


Subscribers  to  the  Journal,  whose  time  has  expired,  are 
earnestly  requested  to  promptly  renew  their  subscriptions;  and 
those  in  arrears  are  earnestly  requested  to  pay  up.  It  takes 
money,  and  much  of  it,  to  run  a  journal  like  this. 


Died — August  29,  ult.,  William  Werner,  young  son  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Creath,  of  Kinneyville,  Texas.  This  bright  and 
promising  little  fellow  died  of  scarlet  fever,  after  days  of  suffering. 
We   tender  to  the  stricken  parents  our  sincerest  sympathy. 


Dr.  R.  T.  Knox,  of  whose  illness  we  made  mention  in  our  last 
number,  has  been  compelled  to  give  up  work  altogether,  and  has 
retired  to  Kerrville — a  cool  mountain  resort  on  the  Guadalupe 
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— to  recuperate — and  catch  bass.  Later. — The  doctor  has  re- 
turned to  Gonzales  much  improved. 

The  C.  O.  P.  Co.,  of  60  Broad  street,  New  York,  manufacture 
a  "vegetable  lard,"  from  the  oil  of  cotton  seed,  which  is  pure 
and  sweet.    See  ad. 

The  Journal  is  officially  informed  of  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  H. 
W.  Brown  and  his  son,  Dr.  R.  K.  Brown,  from  the  Waco  Medical 
Society,  for  gross  violation  of  the  code  of  ethics,  in  aligning 
themselves  with  a  lot  of  advertising  quacks,  an  act  which  the 
Journal  highly  approves. 

The  Austin  District  Medical  Association  is  in  quarterly 
session  in  this  city,  with  a  large  attendance,  as  we  go  to  press. 
A  full  report  will  be  secured  for  the  Journal. 

Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas. — This 
work  is  meeting  with  much  encouragement,  and  already  the 
subscription  list  is  distinctly  representative  of  the  Texas  profes- 
sion. The  portraits  of  a  large  number  of  leading  men  have  been 
secured,  and  many  more  promised.  Subscribe  now,  ere  it  is  too 
late. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Heard,  of  Galveston,  the  first  President  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  perhaps  the  oldest  living 
practitioner  in  Texas,  he  having  begun  practice  in  Washington 
county  in  '37,  has  written  the  opening  chapter  for  "Biography 
of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas,"  it  being  an  account  of 
the  practice  and  of  his  colleagues  away  back  in  the  forties,  and 
long  before  the  advent  of  railroads,  etc.  It  leads  up  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  State  Association,  and  is  most  interesting 
reading. 

Dr.  Wm.  Caston,  late  of  Corsicana,  Texas,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, removed  recently  to  Spokane  Falls,  W.  T.  He  did  so  just 
in  time  to  catch  the  fire,  or  be  caught  by  the  fire,  which  de- 
stroyed the  city.  The  doctor  writes  us  that  he  lost  every  vestige 
of  outfit,  consisting  of  a  valuable  library  and  medical  and  surgi- 
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cal  armamentarium,  and  had  no  insurance.  We  extend  to  him 
our  hearty  sympathy,  and  his  many  friends  in  Texas  and  Mis- 
sissippi will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  his  bad  luck.  But  the  doctor  is 
young  and  full  of  energy,  and  Spokane  offers  a  splendid  field,  so 
he  says,  and  no  doubt  he  will  soon  be  "on  deck"  and  all  right 
again.    We  hope  so. 


Wasted  Thunder. — And  now  comes  the  Medical  Standard, 
of  Chicago,  and  says  the  criticism  at  which  we  took  umbrage — 
and  which  elicited  the  article  "Bush-whacking,"  in  our  last 
issue,  was  not  intended  for  us  at  all,  but  for  a  "local  contempo- 
rary," to- wit,  the  North  American  Ppactioner,  the  "organ"  of 
the  Chicago  Post- Graduate  School.  It  seems  that  we  and  the 
Standard  were  shooting  at  the  same  target,  and  we  thought  we 
had  gotten  the  charge  instead  of  the  Practitioner.  This  is  just 
one  of  those  situations  which  have  to  be  made  the  most  of.  We 
don't  know  what  to  say,  and  suppose  that  the  less  said  the  bet- 
ter; but  we  have  wasted  some  very  choice  thunder — all  the 
same.  We  beg  pardon  of  the  Standard,  and  its  1  'concealed  fel- 
low," "whoever  he,  she  or  it  may  be." 


Editors  Off  Duty. — The  wittiest  thing  said  at  the  banquet 
and  "clam-bake"  tendered  the  Association  of  American  Medical 
Editors  by  the  1  'Squantam  Club' '  at  Danbury  lately,  was  by  a 
gentleman,  who,  in  responding  to  a  toast,  and  referring  to  the 
fact  that  all  the  speakers  had  eulogized  the  clam,  said:  "But  we 
came  to  bury  Caesar,  not  to  praise  him." 

Comparing  the  swallowing  of  a  clam  to  the  interment  of  the 
great  Roman,  and  paraphrasing  Marc  Anthony's  oration  k  high- 
ly complimentary  to  the  clam,  but  Dr.  Merryman  says,  it  is  the 
most  un-Caesar-nable  joke  he  ever  heard. 

The  New  England  Medical  Monthly  gives  in  extenso  the  toasts 
and  responses  upon  that  occasion.  We  think  we  never  saw  such 
and  so  many  attempts  at  wit;  they  ranged  all  the  way  from  "good" 
to  "bad, ' '  including '  'indifferent' '  and  1  'chestnut' ' ;  puns  on  "Love, ' ' 
"Wile"  and  "clam"  largely  predominating.  "Brother  (ly)  Love" 
certainly  was  a  conspicuous  feature  on  that  occasion — amidst 
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"the  flow  of  soul";  it  was  a  regular  "Love"  feast — all  I.  N.  Love 
with  themselves  and  others.  Dr.  Merryman  is  opposed  to  ban- 
quets and  says  they  are  all  "stuff" 


Transactions  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  '89. — 
This  work  is  now  in  the  bindery,  and  being  rapidly  finished. 
It  is  being  bound  in  purple  cloth  and  gilt,  uniform  with  the  edi- 
tions of  '85~'6,  and  will  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  the  members. 
It  is  a  neat  job,  and  in  our  next  we  will  "review  it." 

By  the  bye,  it  would  be  time  well  spent  if  every  member  (offi- 
cers especially)  would  read  the  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  ordi- 
nances, and  a  better  thing,  if  the  officers  would  enforce  them. 
There  are  requirements  there  of  the  existence  of  which  even 
Presidents  have  seemed  to  be  ignorant:  for  instance,  Article  X. 
of  the  by-laws  prohibits  a  member  or  delegate  from  absenting 
himself  from  a  meeting  during  a  session,  without  special  permis- 
sion of  the  President,  or  from  the  session  without  the  consent  of 
the  Association,  the  sense  to  be  taken  by  vote.  Members  should 
remember  this. 


On  the  Waugh-Path! — The  editor  of  the  consolidated  mo- 
loch  of  medical  journals,  i.  e.  the  little  Philadelphia  fish  which 
swallowed  several  larger  fishes,  and  is  now  full  to  bursting,  let 
his  foot  slip  and  said  something  about  "clap  trap"  being  "justi- 
fiable"; whereupon  the  Dnig  Chadar  goes  for  him  red  hot  and 
says  some  pretty  hard  things  about  him.  The  editor  of  the  C. 
M.  of  M.  J.  replies  in  invectives  equally  as  choice,  and  lays  the 
blame  on  some  one  else,  saying  the  objectionable  article  "slipped 
in,"  and  that  it  was  intended  for  "irony," — a  "huge  joke,"  etc., 
and  winds  up  by  asking  his  fellow-citizens  to  excuse  him  from 
replying  any  more  to  anything  which  the  Drug  Chculat  may 
say:  he's  tired;  (ought  to  be, — very  tired!) 

Moral — Don't  keep  anybody  or  anything  slippery  about  the 
office,  and  such  jokes  (?)  will  not  slip  in; — oughtn't  even  to  wear 
slippers  in  the  sanctum  while  the  ironical  (?)  chap  is  about. 

P.  S. — Tell  the  i.  c.  hereafter  to  label  his  jokes. 
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A  new  discovery  of  vast  importance  has  been  made  in 
London.  A  Mr.  Wollhelm  claims  to  have  discovered  a  process 
by  which  sewer  gas  is  instantaneously  and  thoroughly  disinfect- 
ed and  deodorized.  According  to  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  he  utilizes  certain  organic  bases  belonging 
to  the  group  of  ammonia  compounds,  in  combination  with  lime. 
As  the  result  of  chemical  reactions,  a  gaseous  re-agent  is  evolved, 
to  which  he  gives  the  name  of  "Amminol."  It  is  a  powerful 
disinfectant,  and,  according  to  the  London  Times,  when  intro- 
duced into  sewage,  rapidly  extirpates  all  micro-organisms  capa- 
ble of  causing  putrefaction  or  disease.  *  *  *  In 
thirty  minutes  the  liquid  portion  of  the  sewage  can  be  discharged, 
deodorized  and  sterilized,  with  perfect  safety. 

The  Journal  adds:  "According  to  reports  made  by  Dr.  Klein, 
F.  R.  S.,  the  disinfection,  as  well  as  the  deodorizing,  is  com- 
plete." "Dr.  Klein  suggests  that  the  effects  of  the  treatment  on 
specific  micro-organisms,  such  as  bacillus  anthracis,  comma- 
bacillus  of  cholera,  typhoid  bacillus,  etc.,  should  be  ascertained. 
We  shall  watch  with  interest  for  verification  of  Dr.  Klein's  ex- 
periments. If  this  new  discovery  can  be  utilized  successfully,  it 
may  .prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  achievements  of  the 
present  age;  and  if  its  germicidal  power  can  be  used  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  microbes  producing  specific  diseases,  its  value 
may  be  beyond  any  possible  estimate.  Its  claims  to  our  confi- 
dence will  be  absolute  when  this  is  fully  verified." 

It  is  now  in  order  for  Radam  to  rise  up  and  get  out  an  injunc- 
tion for  an  infringement  on  the  great  original  "Microbe  Killer^ 
Radam." 


The  West  Texas  District  Medical.  Association. — It  will 
be  remembered  that  this  association  was  organized  in  1876  and 
chartered.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  organizations  in  the 
State,  and  has  done  much  and  good  scientific  work;  it  has  done 
much  also  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  profession  of  Texas. 
Until  now  it  has  held  the  meetings  monthly, — but  seeing  the 
good  work  done  by  the  Austin  District,  and  the  Central  Texas, 
and  the  North  Texas  Medical  Societies,  "District"  organizations, 
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and  being  desirous  of  "keeping  up  their  corner,"  this  associa- 
tion recently  resolved  itself  into  a  District  Society,  and  in  future 
will  hold  quarterly  meetings, — the  next  to  be  at  San  Antonio  on 
30th  October,  prox. 

We  urge  upon  our  readers  resident  in  the  region  contiguous  to 
San  Antonio  to  attend  this  meeting,  and  to  lend  their  aid  in  the 
laudable  work  undertaken.  Only  those  who  go  to  such  meetings 
can  realize  the  benefits  derived;  one  learns  something  he  did  not 
know;  gets  an  idea,  perhaps,  which  may  be  of  value  to  him  and 
help  him  out  of  a  tight  place;  makes  the  acquaintance  of  his 
confreres;  forms  new,  and  often  lasting  friendships;  and  returns 
to  his  labors  after  a  day  or  so  spent  in  social  and  scientific  inter- 
course with  the  brethren,  refreshed  in  mind  and  body;  with  a 
better  opinion  of  himself  and  of  mankind  generally;  with  hope 
revived,  and  a  determination  to  strive  for  higher  and  better 
things.  It  makes  a  new  man  of  one,  and — what  is  to  be  con- 
sidered— it  brings  him  into  prominence  in  the  profession.  § 

Who  are  the  best  known  physicians  in  Texas?  Those  who 
attend,  reglarly,  the  meetings  of  the  several  associations,  and 
contribute  to  their  work.  And,  mark  you,  gentlemen, — we  have 
made  this  prediction  before — the  time  will  come  when  net  to  be  a 
member  of  some  medical  organization  will  be  construed  to  mean 
that  one  cannot  be;  he  will  be  an  alien.  The  public  are  beginning 
to  understand  this  thing,  and  to  judge  a  physician  by  his  stand- 
ing with  the  profession.  We  know,  for  we  are  often  interrogated 
by  officers  of  insurance  companies,  for  instance,  as  to  the  status 
of  physicians  in  this  State,  with  a  view  to  appointing  them  as 
directors  or  examiners;  and  high  estimate  is  put  upon  the  fact 
that  one  is  a  member  of  the  State  or  District  Medical  Society;  it 
is  equivalent  to  an  endorsement  in  every  respect, — whether  justly 
in  all  cases,  or  not,  it  is  a  prima  facie  evidence  of  professional 
and  moral  standing. 

We  hope  to  chronicle  the  coming  event,  (October  30,  meeting 
of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association,)  with  an  account  of  a 
full  meeting,  and  active  and  interesting  work.  God  willing,  we 
hope  to  be  present.  Dr.  D.  Berrey  is  Secretary.  Write  to  him 
that  you  are  coming. 
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The  Texas  State  Medical  Association's  Transactions 
for  1889,  San  Antonio  meeting,  are  now  ready,  and  are  being 
mailed  to  members  as  rapidly  as  bound.  The  book  is  a  credit- 
able piece  of  work;  indeed,  it  is  very  handsome,  and  could  not 
be  excelled  by  any  establishment  North,  East,  South  or  West. 
Of  its  contents,  we  hope  to  speak  in  our  next.  Just  here,  and 
now,  we  want  to  say  that  it  was  gotten  out  by  our  printer,  the 
Journal's  printer,  Mr.  Eugene  Von  Boeckmann.  For  four 
consecutive  3'ears  he  has  secured  the  contract  for  the  work,  by 
the  lowest  and  best  bid,  and  has  done  the  work  in  a  manner  not 
only  satisfactory,  but  wrhich  has  elicited  praise  from  the  mem- 
bers, and  from  the  medical  press  of  the  country.  No  establish- 
ment in  the  country  can  compete  with  him  in  prices  or  quality 
of  work. 

Mr.  Von  Boeckmann  has  recently  newly  equipped  his  estab- 
lishment, adding  a  book-bindery  complete  in  detail,  and  with  a 
corps  of  experienced  workmen,  is  prepared  to  turn  out  anything, 
from  a  four  page  pamphlet  to  a  thousand  page  Royal  octavo 
volume.  As  an  illustration  of  the  capacity  of  the  establishment, 
Von  Boeckamnn,  under  contract  with  the  State  of  Texas,  turned 
out,  complete,  in  four  weeks,  one  and  a  half  millions  copies  of 
the  "State  Inventories"  for  assessors.    See  advertisement. 


The  annual  announcement  of  the  New  York  Polyclinic,  a 
clinical  school  for  graduates  in  medicine  and  surgery,  shows  an 
attendance  for  the  session  of  1888-9  of  383  physicians,  making 
since  the  opening  of  the  pioneer  postgraduate  school  in  1882,  a 
total  of  1883.  These  figures  demonstrate  beyond  all  doubt  the 
popularity  of  the  polyclinic  system  of  instruction.  The  most  im- 
portant feature  of  the  year's  catalogue  is  the  Polyclinic  Hospital. 
By  the  enlargement  of  their  property  the  faculty  have  established 
an  extensive  hospital,  which  will  afford  at  all  times  ample  material 
for  all  clinical  purposes.  The  Polyclinic  and  Hospital  buildings 
ha^e  been  completely  fitted  out  with  all  the  modern  appliances 
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conducive  to  the  healthfulness  and  comfort  of  the  patients  and 
physicians  in  attendance.  The  session  of  1889-90  will  open 
Monday,  September  16. 


"There  is  no  other  exhibit  of  the  class  in  the  United  States 
section  to  rival  that  of  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  From  the  globe- 
advertising  Philadelphia  merchant  comes  an  exhibit  which  the  na- 
tive pharmaciens  can  look  at  with  both  admiration  and  wonder- 
ment. The  display  is  enough  to  make  any  Frenchman  curious, 
and  their  arrangement  such  as  to  be  above  deprecatory  criticism; 
and  those  Frenchmen  there  could  not  be  a  people  with  better 
taste  for  the  proper  and  harmonious  exhibition  of  products.  A 
glance  through  their  own  magnificent  section  of  pharmacy  will 
verify  this.  Readers  would  find  superfluous  a  description  in  de- 
tail of  the  Messrs.  Warner's  essentially  fine  installation  covering 
all  their  soluble  sugar-coated  pills,  salts,  etc.  Suffice  it  is  to  re- 
mark that  at  the  Paris  Universelle  their  exhibit  is  thoroughly 
representative,  comprises  all  the  makers'  fabrications,  and  is  de- 
cidedly an  honor  to  the  concern." — Pharmaceutical  Record. 


Offensive  odor  of  the  breath,  due  to  bad  teeth  or  other 
causes,  may  be  overcome,  or  at  least  greatly  abated,  by  the  hab- 
itual use  of  Listerine.  Add  a  teaspoonful  to  a  tumblerful  of 
water  for  a  mouth- wash  and  gargle,  and  if  a  little  is  swallowed, 
so  much  the  better.  Indeed,  a  bad  breath  is  not  unfrequently 
caused  by  the  gaseous  eructations  of  indigestion,  and  for  this 
also  Listerine  is  an  excellent  remedy,  in  doses  of  twenty  to 
thirty  drops  in  a  little  water. — Sanitarian. 


Dallas,  Tex.,  June  5,  1888. 

Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick: 

Gentlemen:    It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  I  regard  your 
Food  Preparation  far  superior  to  all  others.    I  can  point  to  many 
little  ones  whose  lives,  I  feel  confident,  were  saved  by  them, 
have  been  practicing  medicine  in  Texas  for  twenty-two  years, 
have  tried  many  other  preparations,  but  after  all  I  hold  to  yours 
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as  the  old  reliable;  they  have  never  disappointed  me.  My  mo- 
tive in  making  this  statement  is  that  others  may  be  induced  to 
give  them  a  fair  trial. 

Yours  truly,  J.  L.  Cunningham,  M.  D. 


Irregular  Menstruation. — T.  J.  R.  Clarkson,  L.  R.  C.  P., 
L.  R.  C.  S.,  Pately  Bridge,  Leeds,  England,  says:  "My  expei- 
ience  with  Aletris  Cordial  is  limited  to  one  case.  The  patient, 
a  young  lady  of  21  years  of  age,  had  never  in  her  life  been  regu- 
lar, the  flow  being  very  scanty.  One  dose  brought  on  the  dis- 
charge, which  was  more  profuse  than  any  she  had  experienced. 
She  has  been  regular  since.  Of  course  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  one  dose  could  bring  about  this  result,  but  nevertheless  the 
fact  remains  that  she  has  been  regular  since  taking  it,  a  thing 
she  was  never  in  her  life  before.  I  shall  be  glad  to  write  you 
after  a  more  extended  trial." 


The  writings  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  Milner  Fothergill  contain 
many  passages  which  are  true  aphorisms.  No  truth  could  be 
more  tersely  and  forcibly  said  than  that  in  the  passage  from  his 
"Manual  on  Dietetics":  "A  suspicion  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  merely  getting  the  food  down  in  the  stomach  and  its 
digestion,  is  abroad;  and  that  a  tablespoonful  of  milk  and  Mel- 
lin's  Food  which  is  digested,  is  really  better  for  the  patient  than 
a  beaf-steak  which  simply  passes  through  the  alimentary  canal. 
To  supply  to  the  much  tried  organism  that  which  it  really  re- 
quires is  to  give  the  most  efficient  help  to  it." 


Attention  is  called  to  the  advertisement  of  the  Chicago  Pol- 
yclinic. Dr.  M.  R.  Brown,  the  Secretary,  is  a  native  Texan, 
and  practiced  at  Galveston  until  two  }^ears  ago.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  Write  for  cat- 
alogue. Dr.  Brown's  old  friends  should  remember  him  in  his 
new  departure. 


We  recently  enjoyed  a  visit  to  Bedford,  Mass.,  a  delightful 
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SOME  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  POSSIBILITIES  OF  PREVENTIVE 

SURGERY. 


BY  E.  J.  WARD,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  WAXAHACHIK,  TEXAS. 


[Read  at  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convention  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, at  San  Antonio,  April,  1889.] 

TN  AL,L  civilized  nations  the  preservation  of  human  life  is  justly 
regarded  as  the  first  and  highest  duty  of  the  State,  and 
though  imperfect  and  inadequate  as  are  the  means  employed  to 
this  end,  indeed  must  necessarily  be,  in  the  present  chaotic  state 
of  our  knowledge,  not  only  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  dis- 
ease, but  of  the  subtle  and  intricate  machinery  of  our  being  still 
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with  each  decade  there  is  an  appreciable  advance  in  the  develop- 
ment of  means  for  the  conservation  of  life,  the  preservation  of 
health,  and  the  prevention  of  disease. 

In  one  way  or  other  almost  every  department  of  knowledge 
has  been  made  tributary  to  the  maintenance  of  health  and  the 
prolongation  of  life;  and  hence,  notwithstanding  the  many  addi- 
tional dangers,  which  menace  life  through  the  constantly  increas- 
ing artificial  habits  of  the  people;  the  multiplication  of  accidents 
which  inevitably  attend  the  growing  facilities  for  rapid  locomo- 
tion; the  sacrifice  of  human  life  by  the  improved  engines  of  war, 
and  the  lengthening  of  the  death-roll  by  the  compounding  of  in- 
herited disease,  the  vital  statistician  is  enabled  to  give  to  the  man 
of  to-day  the  cheering  intelligence  that  "the  days  of  his  years" 
are  noticeably  lengthening. 

When  Henry  and  Morse  were  engaged  in  their  toilsome  ex- 
periments in  telegraphy,  they  little  dreamed  that  they  were 
opening  up  an  avenue  through  which  the  important  science  of 
meteorology  was  to  be  developed,  a  science  which  to-day  com- 
pels the  storms,  so  destructive  to  human  life  upon  land  and  sea, 
to  yield  up  the  secrets  of  their  genesis  and  in  some  measure,  at 
least,  rob  them  of  their  life-destroying  power. 

The  early  opticians  could  have  had  no  conception,  no  matter 
how  prophetic  may  have  been  their  pre-vision,  of  the  revelations 
their  optical  devices  were  destined  to  make,  of  the  stupendous 
influence  the  microscope  would  some  day  exert  upon  therapeu- 
tics and  preventive  medicine. 

Nor  could  the  men  who  in  days  past,  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  now  magnificent  pile  to  which  we  give  the  name  biology, 
have  had  the  faintest  glimpse  of  the  splendid  discoveries  of  Pas- 
teur and  Koch.  Doubtless  they  were  as  far  from  foreseeing  these 
important  achievements,  as  we  of  to-day  are  from  estimating  the 
practical  results  that  may  flow  from  them  in  the  future,  results  it 
may  be,  that  will  open  the  way  for  the  complete  suppression  of 
many  or  most  of  the  diseases  which  now  swell  our  mortuary  re- 
ports. Already  preventive  medicine  has  done  much  to  retard 
the  march  of  disease,  and  to  diminish  the  fatality  of  many  of 
those  which  it  fails  to  prevent. 
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All  sciences  must  pass  through  certain  stages  before  any  use- 
ful application  of  them  can  be  made.  First,  a  great  many  facts 
must  be  collected,  and  these  must  be  arranged  before  the  stage  of 
induction  is  reached,  while  the  highest  attainable  stage,  the  deduc- 
tive, is  a  still  later  achievement.  In  preventive  medicine  the 
collection  and  arrangement  of  facts  necessary  to  serve  as  a  basis 
for  induction,  is  attended  with  the  rarest  difficulties,  requiring  a 
vast  amount  of  technical  knowledge,  covering  almost  the  whole 
field  of  scientific  research.    Hence,  progress  is  necessarily  slow. 

In  preventive  surgery,  of  which  it  is  my  purpose  to  speak  to 
you  to-day,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  even  in  the  prelimi- 
nary stage.  Is  there  nothing  to  do  in  this  field?  It  seems  to  me 
that  "the  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few." 

That  the  various  forms  of  cancer  are  alarmingly  increasing; 
that  uterine  displacements  now  more  than  ever  before  menace 
the  health  and  happiness  of  our  women;  that  there  is  a  larger 
percentage  of  sufferers  from  hernia  now  than  in  any  preceding- 
age  of  the  world,  and  that  many  other  surgical  diseases  are  steadily 
gaining  upon  our  race,  cannot  be  doubted.  The  reasons  for  the 
increase  of  these  affections  are  not  far  to  seek. 

In  order  to  confine  this  paper  to  the  limits  which  this  Associa- 
tion in  its  wisdom  has  set,  I  must  needs  eliminate  from  the  dis- 
cussion several  surgical  diseases  which  it  would  be  desirable  to 
consider,  and  the  few  I  shall  be  able  to  bring  under  your  notice 
in  the  time  allotted  to  me,  must  be  treated  with  a  brevity  not 
•consistent  with  that  clearness  which  should  characterize  a  paper 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  so  learned  a  body  as  the  one  I 
have  the  honor  of  addressing  to-day. 

It  is  essential  to  this  discussion  that  I  should  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  some  of  the  general  facts  of  Organic  Evolution,  and  later 
it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  very  briefly,  but  with  more  par- 
ticularity, one  of  the  factors  by  which  evolution  of  the  organic 
world  has  been  brought  about,  viz:  the  inheritance  of  function- 
ally-produced modifications. 

We  find  a  large  number  of  women,  a  vast  number  it  must  be 
regretfully  admitted,  who  are  suffering  from  some  of  the  forms  of 
uterine  displacement.    Why  is  this  ?    Manifestly  it  is  because 
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the  uterine  ligaments  and  vagina  are  inadequate  to  sustain  the  or- 
gan in  its  proper  pelvic  position.  But  why  this  insufficiency  of 
uterine  support?  To  this  question  a  majority  of  gynecologists 
will  answer:  1  'Artificial  modes  of  life  have  impaired  the  strength 
of  the  ligamentous  supports,  which  in  women  of  normal  health 
and  whose  functions  are  performed  naturally,  are  ample  to  main- 
tain the  uterus  in  place." 

We  think  the  answer  contains  a  two-fold  fallacy.  It  is  no 
doubt  true  that  the  artificial  habits  of  women,  especially  those 
which  tend  to  impairment  of  muscular  tone,  predispose  to  dis- 
placements, but  the  answer  is  only  true  to  this  extent.  We  shall 
maintain  that  the  uterine  supports  of  woman  are  naturally  in- 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  womb,  under  all  conditions,  in  its 
proper  pelvic  plane  since  the  woman  has  attained  the  upright 
position.  Hence,  that  the  uterus  of  woman  is  naturally  prone 
to  displacement,  and  that  the  most  perfect  woman  (I  do  not 
say  the  ideal  woman)  physically  considered,  is  liable,  under  un- 
due exertion  or  other  slight  cause,  to  malposition  of  the  womb, 
and  that  the  modifications  resulting  from  the  aberrations  of  function 
which  accompany  and  are  inseparable  from  these  displacements, 
are  transmitted  to  offspring.  This  we  believe,  affords  the  true 
explanation  of  the  prevalence  of  uterine  disorders  in  women,  and 
at  the  same  time  suggests  the  means  by  which  they  may  in  the 
future  be  overcome.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  inherited 
tendency  to  falling  of  the  womb  is  in  some  degree  offset  by  that 
other  important  factor  of  organic  evolution,  natural  selection,  or 
the  survival  of  the  fittest.  But  we  have  no  means  of  estimating 
to  what  extent  the  latter  factor  may  modify  the  inherited  predis- 
position to  uterine  displacements.  Among  savages,  especially 
those  of  nomadic  habits,  and  those  among  whom  woman  is  the 
bread  winner,  it  no  doubt  plays  a  somewhat  important  role;  but 
among  civilized  women,  whose  modes  of  life  are  such  as  to  en" 
able^themlto  endure  these  ailments,  aided  by  the  skill  of  the  gyne~ 
cologist,  its  influence  must  be  very  inconsiderable  indeed.  The 
latter  are  often  enabled  to  struggle  through  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  child-bearing  period,  and  thus  transmit  to  their  offspring 
their  own  unfortunate  weaknesses. 
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Cervical  lacerations,  especially  those  which  retard  or  prevent 
involution,  favor,  among  other  evil  consequences,  uterine  dis- 
placement. This  will,  of  course,  be  admitted  by  all  gynecolo- 
gists; but  we  shall  go  a  step  further,  and  say  that  the  alterations 
of  function,  born  of  these  displacements,  result  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  modifications,  which  are  inheritable.  The  evidence  re- 
lied upon  to  support  this  conclusion,  will  be  briefly  discussed 
further  on. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  for  a  few  moments  to  hernia, 
and  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  we  will  limit  our  inquiries  to  in- 
guinal hernia.  Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  uterus  in  woman,  we 
shall  maintain  that  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that,  in  respect  of  his 
inguinal  canal,  man  is  ill  fitted  for  the  vertical  position.  There 
is  certainly  no  proper  adjustment  of  this  part  of  his  anatoiny  to 
the  position  he  has  assumed  as  the  "lord  of  creation."  The 
most  perfect  man,  who  to-day  walks  the  earth,  is  not  secure  from 
rupture.  An  imperfectly  closed  abdominal  ring  constantly  in- 
vites a  knuckle  of  intestine  to  enter — a  sort  of  ' 'will  you  walk 
into  my  parlor,  said  the  spider  to  the  fly, ' '  invitation — which  is, 
alas,  too  often  accepted — how  often,  the  heaps  of  trusses,  which 
greet  the  eye  in  every  drug  store  and  surgical  instrument  shop, 
bear  melancholy  witness. 

Whence  all  these  hernias?  Here  again  the  surgeon  answers, 
"Artificial  life,  predisposing  to  hernia,"  and  again  we  reply,  this 
is  only  true  in  part. 

But  the  objector  will  say  that  the  savage  is  but  rarely  a  suf- 
ferer from  hernia.  This  is  true,  and  for  substantially  the  same 
reasons  that  savage  women  infrequently  have  uterine  prolapse. 

If  a  hernia  develop  in  the  savage,  he  has  no  adequate  means 
of  keeping  the  gut  in  place,  hence  strangulation  and  death  are 
almost  inevitable,  while  the  more  favored  survive  to  beget  off- 
spring in  whom  there  is  no  hereditary  predisposition  to  hernia, 
beyond  the  natural  susceptibility  already  pointed  out  as  common 
to  all  men,  as  at  present  constituted. 

What  surgeon  has  failed  to  recognize  the  traces  of  heredity  in 
studying  the  etiology  of  varicocele?  What  anatomist  has  not 
been  impressed  with  the  anatomical  incongruity  of  the  vascular 
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apparatus  concerned  in  varicocele,  with  the  erect  posture  of  man? 

The  vast  majority  of  sufferers  from  this  affection  who  apply  to- 
the  surgeon  for  relief,  are  persons  whose  vocations  render  neces- 
sary the  upright  posture,  a  fact  which  would  seem  to  negative 
the  theory  of  Gould,  that  varicocele  is  due  to  venous  hypertro- 
phy, resulting  from  the  transference,  at  puberty,  of  stimuli  from 
the  testicle  to  the  veins.  If  this  were  true,  varicocele  would  be 
as  likely  to  occur  in  persons  of  one  vocation  as  another,  and 
would  show  no  preference  for  one  side  more  than  another;  where- 
as the  fact  is,  that  in  immensely  the  larger  number  of  instances 
it  occurs  upon  the  left  side. 

For  want  of  space  I  must  resist  the  allurements  to  discuss  the 
bearings  of  these  facts  upon  the  phylogeny  of  man,  and  content 
myself  with  merely  calling  your  attention  to  the  significance  of 
the  anatomical  peculiarities  of  the  left  spermatic  vein.  When 
we  take  into  consideration  the  length  of  this  vessel,  the  angle  it 
makes  to  empty  its  contents  into  the  renal  vein,  the  obstruction 
it  meets  with  from  the  sigmoid  flexure  and  the  inadequacy  of  its 
valvular  safeguards,  it  is  certainly  not  difficult  to  see  why  dila- 
tation of  the  spermatic  plexus  should  occur  even  in  the  most 
perfect  man.  Xor  is  it  a  matter  for  surprise  that  varicocele,  thus 
produced,  should  give  rise  to  such  modifications  of  function  as 
would  beget  in  offspring  a  tendency  to  varicocele. 

Xow,  before  discussing  the  question  of  preventive  surgery,  as 
applied  to  the  surgical  affections  I  have  designated,  it  will  be 
convenient,  if  not  necessary,  to  consider,  in  the  briefest  manner 
possible,  some  of  the  facts  upon  which  biologists  rely  as  evidence 
that  functionally-acquired  modifications  are  inheritable. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  one  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  bio- 
logical literature,  that  Lamarck  and  Erasmus  Darwin  regarded 
this  factor  as  perhaps  the  sole  agency  in  the  evolution  of  the 
organic  world,  but  it  remained  for  Charles  Darwin  to  make  clear 
the  stupendous  importance  of  natural  selection  as  an  evolutional 
factor.  Since  then,  the  overshadowing  importance  of  this  factor 
has  so  obscured  the  one  proposed  by  the  elder  Darwin,  that  the 
latter  was,  for  a  time,  almost  ignored;  not,  nowever,  by  Charles 
Darwin  himself.    It  is  probable,  however,  that  every  biologist  of 
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the  present  day  admits  the  importance  and  necessity  of  this  factor 
in  organic  evolution. 

It  would  seem  quite  impossible  to  account  for  the  small  size  of 
the  jaws  of  civilized  man,  as  compared  with  those  of  his  remote 
ancestors,  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  hypothesis  of  the  hered- 
itary acquirement  of  modifications  which  were  wrought  through 
the  partial  disuse  of  the  jaws  in  the  eating  of  food  so  prepared  as 
to  reduce  the  effort  of  mastication  to  the  minimum.  Certainly 
the  attenuation  of  the  jaws  in  no  way  specially  fits  man  to  strug- 
gle against  his  environment;  hence,  we  may  eliminate  what  Mr. 
Herbert  Spenser  calls  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  as  a  factor  in 
bringing  about  such  attenuation,  and  sexual  selection  may,  for 
reasons  that  are  sufficiently  obvious,  be  left  out  of  consideration. 

In  dogs  which  have  been  bred  as  household  pets,  as  the  pug, 
the  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  jaws  and  the  attenuation  of  the 
muscles  of  mastication  are  so  pronounced  and  significant  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  that  dainty  feeding  and  consequent  functual  inac- 
tivity of  the  jaws  afford  the  only  reasonable  explanation  of  the 
phenomenon.  And  if  the  changes  thus  wrought  accumulate, 
generation  after  generation,  as  it  is  perfectly  evident  they  do,  it 
is  certainly  inferable  that  the  inheritance  of  functionally-acquired 
modifications  is  the  channel  through  which  they  are  brought 
about. 

The  disappearance  of  the  sesamoid  bones  in  the  hands  and 
feet  of  the  white  man,  which  still  exist  in  the  negro,  would  ap- 
parently be  inexplicable  upon  the  hypothesis  of  natural  or  sexual 
selection.  The  disappearance  of  these  bones,  which  are  but 
vestiges  of  man's  arboreal  life  in  the  remote  past,  from  the  hands 
and  feet,  cannot  in  any  way  enhance  the  chances  of  the  white 
man  for  survival,  and  no  reasonable  explanation  of  their  absence 
seems  possible  other  than  that  functional  inactivity  of  these 
bones,  consequent  upon  the  abandonment  of  arboreal  habits,  has 
resulted  in  their  modification,  and  that  the  accumulation  of  these 
modifications  through  heredity  has  eventuated  in  their  oblitera- 
tion. The  sesamoid  bones  here  alluded  to  are  exceptionally 
found  in  the  white  man,  while  they  are  uniformly  present  in  the 
negro.    In  my  own  dissections  I  have  never  found  them  in  the 
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white  man,  except  upon  the  thumbs  and  great  toes,  where  they 
are  always  present,  nor  have  they  ever  been  absent  from  any  of 
the  fingers  and  toes  of  the  negro. 

The  evolution  of  the  race  horse  affords  striking  and  seemingly 
irrefutable  evidence  of  the  transmission  of  functionally  acquired 
modifications.  The  careful  and  persistent  training  of  the  racer 
tends  to  develop  every  organ  and  muscle  necessary  to  rapid  loco- 
motion, and  the  structural  modification  which  this  functional 
discipline  begets,  is  transmitted  from  sire  and  dam  to  offspring. 

The  history  of  the  running  and  trotting  horse  bears  ample 
witness  of  the  truth  of  this  conclusion. 

The  pointer  pup  is  without  difficulty  taught  to  point  the  game, 
and  the  young  setter  needs  little  or  no  training  to  teach  him  to 
set.  The  bull  dog  could  not  in  a  life  time  be  trained  to  do  either. 
The  conclusion  seems  to  be  inevitable  that  the  structural  and 
other  changes  resulting  from  training,  have,  from  generation  to 
generation,  been  transmitted  in  constantly  increasing  increments, 
until  the  evolution  of  these  various  types  was  effected. 

The  hereditary  acquirement  of  insanity  admits  of  no  reason- 
able doubt.  Examination  of  the  brains  of  certain  insane  per- 
sons shows  a  marked  derangement  of  the  cerebral  blood  vessels. 
In  some  instances  it  has  been  found  that  the  posterior  lacerated 
foramen  was  so  contracted  as  to  impede  the  exit  of  blood  from 
the  brain  by  way  of  the  jugular  vein,  and  also  that  pronounced 
pathalogical  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  choroid  plexus. 
These  facts  are  full  of  suggestions  to  the  biologist  and  clinician. 

Moxon  some  3rears  ago  called  attention  to  the  probable  influence 
of  the  choroid  plexus  in  maintaining  intra-cranial  blood  vascular 
equilibrium.  These  finger-like  processes  lying  in  contact  with 
the  tensely  stretched  pneumogastrics,  become  filled  with  blood 
when  we  lie  down  or  stoop,  and  thus  exert  sufficient  pressure 
upon  the  vagi  to  slow  the  cardiac  revolutions,  and  in  this  way 
lessen  the  arterial  blood  supply  to  the  brain.  And  as  I  pointed 
out  a  few  years  ago  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Ellis  County  Med- 
ical Society,  a  similar  influence  would  be  exerted  upon  the  pneu- 
mogastrics in  their  passage  through  their  foramen  lacerum  pos- 
terius,  by  the  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  gulph  of  the  jugular 
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vein.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  a  paralogical  condition  of  these 
parts  would  affect  a  blood  supply  to  the  brain  and  bring  about 
disturbance  of  cerebral  function. 

One  has  only  to  consider  the  many  means  devised  by  nature, 
to  maintain  equability  of  pressure  within  the  cranium  to  appre- 
ciate the  dangers  of  fluctuation  in  the  cerebral  blood  streams, 
for  in  addition  to  the  admirably  adapted  automatic  apparatus 
just  mentioned,  every  anatomist  has  been  struck  with  admiration 
by  the  tortuous  course  of  the  internal  carotid  and  vertebral  arte- 
ries, which  protect  the  brain  from  the  shock  of  the  ventricular 
impulses;  the  unique  arrangement  of  the  cerebral  veins  and 
sinuses,  which  form  a  quasi  overflow;  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
cerebro-spinal  fluid,  and  the  intricate  and  ever  alert  vaso-neuro- 
mechanism,  all  working  in  harmony  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  great  nerve  centre,  and  which,  though  admittedly  inadequate 
to  maintain  under  all  circumstances  that  nicety  of  adjustment 
which  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  brain  demands  for  the  per- 
formance of  its  highest  functions,  yet  serve  to  meet  the  ordinary 
requirements  of  the  brain  in  health.  When  we  contemplate 
these  varied  and  complex  safeguards  to  the  cerebral,  circulation, 
in  ceaseless  operation,  to  protect  the  brain  from  injury  and  en- 
able it  to  perform  its  marvelous  functions,  it  becomes  apparent 
that  anything  which  throws  this  intricate  machinery  out  of  gear, 
must  result  in  circulatory  disturbances  and  consequent  aberra- 
tions of  cerebral  function.  That  functional  perturbations  of  the 
cerebrum  arising  from  this  cause,  eventuate  in  insanity,  will 
probably  not  be  questioned.  And  that  insanity,  thus  acquired, 
is  inheritable,  rests  upon  as  high  a  degree  of  probability  as  does 
the  inheritability  of  any  other  form  of  insanity,  and  indeed, 
while  perhaps  not  so  clearly  demonstrated,  is  no  less  certain  than 
the  hereditary  transmission  of  syphilis. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  "Evolution,"  but 
merely  to  bring  under  your  notice  one  of  the  factors  of  the  won- 
derful process  by  which  has  been  evolved  the  varied  and  ever- 
varying  Flora  and  Fauna,  which  to-day  excite  our  wonder  and 
challenge  our  admiration.  This  one  factor  has  been  discussed 
only  in  so  far  as  seemed  necessary  to  the  elucidation  of  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration. 
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It  will  suffice,  for  the  purposes  of  this  paper,  if  we  have  shown 
that  use  tends  to  strengthen  and  develop  certain  parts,  as  the 
parts  concerned  in  the  locomotion  of  the  race  horse,  and  that  dis- 
use diminishes  or  obliterates  them,  as  in  the  case  of  the  blind 
crabs  in  the  Mammoth  Cave,  in  which  the  eye  stalks  still  remain, 
or  that  of  the  sesamoid  bones  in  the  Caucasian,  already  alluded 
to,  and  that  modifications  thus  acquired  are  transmitted  to  off- 
spring. For  if  such  modifications  do  occur,  and  are  inherit- 
able, it  is  justly  inferable  that  modifications  produced  by  other, 
and  perhaps  less  obvious  functional  perturbations,  are  also  inher- 
itable. 

Now  let  us  take  the  case  of  a  female  who  is  suffering  from 
those  distressing  nervous  affections  consequent  upon  perverted 
ovarian  function,  such  as  called  into  play  the  genius  and  skill  of 
Battey. 

Now,  if  the  modifications  arising  from  such  functional  excita- 
tion are  inherited,  and  that  they  are,  rests  upon  evidence  that 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt,  is  not  the  importance  and  value  of 
Battey's  operation  to  the  individual  upon  whom  it  is  performed 
overshadowed  by  its  importance  to  the  State?  In  other  words, 
is  not  the  operation  of  Battey,  while  eminently  justifiable  in 
wThat  it  accomplishes  for  the  individual  operated  upon,  to  be 
measured  rather  by  what  it  prevents,  than  by  what  it  cures?  It 
It  would  seem  that  ever}-  student  of  State  medicine  must  an- 
swer, yes. 

What  sadder  spectacle  can  the  student  of  sociology  contem- 
plate than  the  multiplication  of  offspring  in  whom  are  being 
compounded  the  miseries  of  an  ancestry  who  wTere  the  victims  of 
ovarian  disease?  Are  there  not,  then,  better  grounds  for  the  per- 
formance of  Battey's  operation  than  those  for  wrhich  its  illustri- 
ous founder  instituted  it?  This  is  admittedly  debatable  ground, 
and  through  due  deference  for  the  opinion  of  those  whose 
reasons  for  dissenting  are  sacred,  I  do  not  press  the  question. 

But  let  us  take  another  illustration,  for  example,  that  of  a 
uterus  in  which  there  is  a  cervical  laceration  and  sub-involution, 
followed  by  displacement,  and  giving  rise  to  the  distressing  train 
of  s3rmptoras  familiar  to  every  gynecologist. 
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Is  it  any  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  that  the  modifications  flow- 
ing from  these  altered  functions  are  transmitted  to  offspring? 
Aside  from  the  theoretical  considerations  already  alluded  to,  and 
which,  of  themselves,  would  seem  to  settle  the  question,  clinical 
observations  leave  no  room  for  doubting  the  iuheritability  of 
such  modifications.  Tnis  much,  then,  being  taken  for  granted, 
who  can  estimate  the  benefits  to  posterity  of  the  operations  of 
Emmet  and  Alexander,  and  all  other  surgical  procedures  which 
result  in  the  restoration  of  normal  functions,  or  an  approxima- 
tion thereto?  An  interesting  and  striking  example  of  functional 
and  structurral  modifications  that  may  be  brought  about  by  sur- 
gery, is  afforded  by  some  of  the  major  operations;  especially  is 
this  the  case  in  amputations  of  the  lower  extremities.  These 
amputations,  when  near  the  trunk,  are  frequently  followed  by 
decided  improvement  in  the  health  and  strength  and  bodily 
weight  of  the  person  operated  upon.  A  number  of  cases  have 
come  under  my  personal  observation,  in  which  persons  who  had 
sustained  amputations  at  or  near  the  hip  joint,  during  the  late 
war,  had  become  robust  and  plethoric,  who  prior  to  such  ampu- 
tations were  frail  and  anaemic.  So  many  cases  of  this  kind  have 
been  observed  as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  improve- 
ment may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  amputations. 

In  these  cases  the  nutritive  functions,  prior  to  the  amputa- 
tions, were  so  impaired  as  to  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  organism  in  its  entirety,  but  with  the  lopping  off  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  body,  (about  one-third  of  the  body  weight 
in  amputations  at  the  hip  joint,)  the  area  of  distribution  of  nutri- 
ent matter  would  be  greatly  reduced.  Hence,  if  the  nutrient 
functions  remained  the  same  as  before  the  operation,  improve- 
ment in  nutrition  must  certainly  follow;  but  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  with  the  increase  ot  the  blood  supply  to  the  various  parts, 
improvement  in  the  functions  of  these  parts  would  ensue.  In- 
deed, the  functional  changes  induced  in  the  entire  organism 
would  be  very  great.  The  viscera,  which  before  the  amputation 
received  a  supply  of  blood  inadequate  for  the  proper  performance 
of  their  functions,  would  now  be  amply  supplied,  and  improved 
digestion,  absorption,  assimilation  and  dissimilation  would  be 
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the  result.  It  seems  perfectly  obvious  that  the  physical  and 
psychical  modifications  occurring  in  these  cases  are  the  outcome 
of  functions  which  the  surgical  measures  adopted  have  restored 
to  the  normal,  or  approximately  normal,  standard,  and  which 
prior  to  the  operation  were  far  below  normal. 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  inadequacy,  in  the  present  state  of 
surgical  science,  of  the  means  necessary  to  the  restoration  of 
normal  function  in  many  surgical  cases  in  which  there  is  pervert- 
ed function.  But  this  in  no  way  affects  the  argument,  which  is 
that  surgical  skill  should  be  applied  as  well  to  the  prevention  as 
to  the  cure  of  surgical  diseases,  and  that  it  is  the  province  and 
duty  of  the  surgeon,  a  duty  he  owes  to  posterity,  to  exhaust  sur- 
gical science  in  the  endeavor  to  bring  back  to  the  normal  per- 
formance of  function  an}'  part  or  organ  which  ma}'  be  function- 
ating abnormally,  to  the  end  that  the  terrible  consequences  of 
perverted  functions  may  not  be  visited  upon  offspring. 

"Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,"  says  an  old  adage, 
and  to  urge  the  necessity  of  preventive  surgery,  a  surgery  that 
contemplates  extending  its  benefits  to  unborn  generations,  is  the 
main  object  of  this  paper.  With  this  necessity  felt  and  properly 
appreciated,  the  means  will,  to  a  large  extent,  be  developed  as 
surely  as  that  water  will  find  its  level,  or  air  a  vacuum. 

Even  now  the  means  at  our  command,  if  employed  with  a  view 
to  preventing  the  transmission  of  undesirable  modifications, 
would,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  result  in  much  good  to  coming 
generations;  and  while  greatly  enlarging  the  field  of  legitimate 
surgery,  would  lead  to  the  improvement  of  surgical  art  and  the 
expansion  of  surgical  science. 

The  operation  for  the  radical  cure  of  hernia,  in  respect  of 
freedom  from  danger  and  perfection  of  results,  certainly  leaves 
much  to  be  desired;  but  the  brains  and  hands  of  men  will  not 
rest  until  this  operation  is  shorn  of  danger,  and  its  results  are 
such  as  to  stamp  out  this  prevalent  and  growing  scourge. 

I  shall  not  venture  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  be  wise 
in  the  present  state  of  surgical  science  to  perform  the  operation 
for  the  radical  cure  of  hernia  in  all  cases  in  which  the  application 
of  a  suitable  truss  has  resulted  in  failure  to  cure;  but  if  it  is  true, 
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as  I  feel  sure  it  is,  that  the  tendency  to  hernia  is  accumulating 
through  heredity,  under  the  temporizing  methods  now  practiced, 
and  that  this  tendency  would  be  diminished  or  abolished  by  the 
radical  operation,  when  successful,  there  would  be  much  better 
and  broader  grounds  for  instituting  radical  measures  than  where 
no  other  incentive  to  such  operation  existed  than  the  prospect  of 
benefiting  alone  the  patient  operated  upon. 

But  these  glimpsing  details  and  brief  comments  may  become 
wearisome,  and  I  must  be  content  with  this  hasty  and  imperfect 
sketch.  I  hope  it  will  be  sufficient  to  indicate  the  grounds 
which,  to  my  vision,  appear  large  and  inviting,  a  broad  and 
fruitful  field,  as  yet  unexplored,  for  preventive  surgery.  I  trust 
there  is  a  good  day  coming,  in  which  lovely  woman  will  be  able 
to  lay  aside  the  abominable  devices  which  inherited  infirmities 
now  doom  her  to  wear,  and  in  which  man  may  put  away  forever 
the  torturing  truss,  which  is  now  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
live  and  "bring  forth  seed  after  his  kind."  . 

I  trust  you  will  agree  that  the  reasons  fcr  the  grounds  taken 
in  this  paper,  no  matter  how  insufficient  they  ma}r  appear  to  you, 
have  been  fairly  stated,  and  not  with  immodesty.  The  man 
whose  mind  has  been  trained  to  scientific  habits  of  thought 
needs  no  admonition  to  make  him  distrustful  of  the  generaliza- 
tions of  others,  or  to  remind  him  of  the  fallibility  of  his  own. 
The  conclusions  arrived  at  seem  to  my  mind  to  be  fully  in  accord 
with  the  established  facts  and  logical  inferences  of  natural  sci- 
ence, and  if  I  am  right  in  this,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the 
claims  of  preventive  surgery  are  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
medical  profession. 

Some  years  ago  Professor  Huxley  said:  "On  the  evidence  of 
paleontology,  the  evolution  of  many  existing  forms  of  animal  life 
from  their  predecessors  is  no  longer  an  hypothesis,  but  an  histor- 
ical fact;  it  is  only  the  nature  of  the  physiological  factors  to 
which  that  evolution  is  due  which  is  still  open  to  discussion." 
If  this  statement  of  this  able,  cautious  and  conscientious  observer 
was  justifiable  when  uttered,  what  shall  we  say  of  it  to-day, 
when  the  accumulated  revelations  of  paleontology  have  added 
their  whole  weight  of  testimony  in  its  favor?    Certainly  it  is  not 
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too  much  to  say  that  the  men  whose  special  scientific  training- 
best  fit  them  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  subject,  unanimously 
agree  with  Huxley. 

Assuming,  from  this  high  authority,  that  "the  evolution  of 
many  existing  forms  of  animal  life  from  their  predecessors  is  no 
longer  an  hypothesis,  but  an  historical  fact,"  the  question  arises: 
Is  the  physiological  factor,  upon  which  we  have  laid  so  much 
stress,  viz.:  the  hereditary  acquirement  of  functionally  produced 
modifications,  a  true  cause  in  bringing  about  certain  evolutional 
changes?  For  upon  this  factor  hinges  the  argument  we  have  at- 
tempted to  make.  If  this  be  true,  the  conclusion  would  seem  to 
be  inevitable  that  changes  of  functions  resulting  from  patholog- 
ical or  abnormal  conditions  must  also  produce  inheritable  modi- 
fications; and  the  further  conclusion  would  also  seem  to  be  justi- 
fiable that,  where  surgery  can  intervene  and  restore  affected 
parts  or  organs  to  that  condition  in  which  they  will  physiologi- 
cally perform  their  functions,  the  transmission  of  pathological 
modifications  must  sooner  or  later  cease. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

MULTIPLE  COLLOID-CYSTOMA  OF  THE  LEFT  OVARY  SUCCESS- 
FULLY REMOVED. 


BY  RUDOLPH  MENGER,  M.  D. ,  SAN  ANTONIO. 


Read  before  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association. 

T  TAKE  pleasure  in  reporting  a  case  of  successful  removal  of  a 
large  multiple  colloid-cystoma  of  the  left  ovary,  the  patient 
rocovering. 

Before  going  into  details  concerning  the  operation,  I  will  brief- 
ly relate  the  history  of  the  case,  as  it  is,  in  some  respects,  quite 
an  interesting  one. 

The  person  operated  upon  is  a  single  lady,  aged  49  years,  of 
German  parentage,  living  fourteen  miles  from  here.  Her  early 
history  reveals  no  particular  illness,  and  she  has  had  no  lung, 
heart  or  any  other  serious  sickness.    Eight  months  ago  she  was 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal 


i33 


treated,  I  am  told,  by  a  physician  formerly  of  Comal  county,  for 
a  tumor  and  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  and  who,  after  three  months 
of  fruitless  treatment  at  San  Antonio,  and  under  promise  that  he 
could  cure  her  entirely  with  medicines,  wanted  to  operate  upon 
her — without  any  assistant  (!),  except  that  he  needed  a  nurse  to 
take  care  of  her;  but  he  could  not  get  the  consent  of  the  patient 
and  her  relatives,  unless  they  had  at  least  also  consulted  some 
reputable  physician,  at  San  Antonio,  about  the  advisabilty  of  an 
operation,  and  procuring  assistance.  The  latter  proposition  was 
not  granted  by  the  attendant  physician,  and  so  he  discharged  the 
case  at  once,  and  the  lady  was  then  treated  at  Kerrville,  by  a 
respectable  physician,  end  of  April  last.  There  the  doctor  tapped 
ten  quarts  of  fluid  off,  and  in  June,  when  the  patient  was  again 
removed  to  San  Antonio,  I  was  cordially  invited  to  be  present  at 
the  paracentesis,  when  the  doctor  removed,  with  an  ordinary 
trohcar,  eight  quarts  of  serous  fluid.  Before  the  tapping,  the  ab- 
domen w7as  very  extensively  distended  with  fluid  all  over  the  ab- 
domen, including  the  left  side,  where  a  large  tumor  could  be  felt  > 
which  reached  from  the  lower  left  margin  of  the  ribs  downwards 
to  the  iliac  region,  and  about  four  inches  toward  the  linea  alba. 
From  the  immense  loss  and  re-accumulation  of  abdominal  liquid 
the  lady  was  naturally  a  great  deal  emaciated.  Besides  this,  and 
a  sequence  of  mechanical  pressure  and  obstruction  of  the  main 
lower  abdominal  vessels,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  oedema  of  the 
lower  extremities  and  the  back.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  to 
differentiate  the  tumor  on  the  left  side  during  the  drumlike  filling 
of  the  abdomen,  and  my  collegue  believed  the  tumor  to  be  the 
left  carcinomatous  enlarged  kidney,  judging  from  the  nodulated 
appearance  of  the  tumor,  the  greatly  emaciated  condition  of  the 
patient,  the  appearance  of  blood  at  different  times  in  the  urine, 
and  the  oedema  of  back  and  lower  extremities.  The  doctor  told 
me  the  tumor  had  grown  very  rapidly  under  his  observation,  and, 
believing  it  to  be  carcinoma  of  the  kidney,  the  case,  of  course, 
was  pronounced  as  an  utterly  hopeless  one. 

After  the  doctor  left  for  Kerrville,  the  case  came  into  my  hands- 
The  abdomen  refilled  with  fluid  again  very  rapidly,  and,  on  dif- 
ferent subsequent  examinations,  also  in  the  presence  of  some  of 
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our  fraternity,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  case  could  not  be  kid- 
ney carcinoma,  and  free  ascites  and  a  carefully  micro-urinalysis 
disproved  any  kidney  disease.  The  urine,  somewhat  turbid,  con- 
tained no  albumen,  not  a  trace  of  corpuscles  and  no  casts  or  cyl- 
inder epithelium  of  the  kidneys.  I  thought  at  first  more  of  a 
tumor  of  the  spleen,  but  there  was  no  malaria  or  other  history  in 
the  case  to  confirm  such  suspicion,  and  it  was  now  settled  in  my 
mind  that  it  must  be  an  ovarian  tumor,  or  rather  multiple  cyst, 
perhaps  attached  to  a  large  monocyst,  of  which  we  had  lately 
tapped  the  fluid;  and  others,  who  at  this  time  examined  the  pa- 
tient carefully,  also  affirmed  this  diagnosis.  It  may  be  allowed 
to  mention  here  that  the  above  details  are  given  in  order  to  show 
how  embarrassing  some  cases  are,  and  that  one  can't  be  careful 
enough  in  giving  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  diagnosis  and  prog- 
nosis in  abdominal  diseases,  and  the  very  best  authorities  have 
erred  in  this  respect,  and  some  very  gravely.  I  may  recall  but  a 
few  published  cases.  Gaillard  Thomas,  for  instance,  in  his  ad- 
mirable wTork  on  "Diseases  of  Women"  says:  (I  quote  here  from 
the  German  edition,  from  which  I  translate  the  following:)  "It  is 
indeed  not  alone  very  difficult,  but  often  utterly  impossible,  even 
to  the  most  competent  and  experienced  diagnostician,  to  come  to 
a  positive  conclusion.  There  are  already  a  large  number  of  cases, 
in  which  experienced  surgeons  had  not  only  performed  laparoto- 
my on  account  of  their  doubt  concerning  the  nature  of  the  tumor* 
but  had  also  removed  the  neoplasm  and  the  entire  uterus  from 
which  it  started,  before  they  recognized  the  true  nature  of  the 
disease.  But  fortunately,"  he  says,  "such  things  occur  but  rare- 
ly." "In  two  instances,"  he  continues,  "myself  and  several 
other  consulting  physicians  were  gravely  disappointed.  Just  as 
I  was  in  the  act  of  extirpating  a  large  multiple-cyst,  and  while 
the  patient  was  already  lying  on  the  operating  table,  I  discov- 
ered that  the  lady  was  five  months  advanced  in  pregnancy." 
In  the  other  case  where  Thomas  siLspcded  a  vety  lajge  ovarian 
tumot ,  there  escaped,  on  cutting  through  the  abdominal  walls,  an 
enormous  quantity  of  fluid,  and  there  remained  only  an  areola 
ovarian  tumor,  the  size  of  a  full  grown  head,  to  be  extirpated. 
Now,  to  come  again  to  our  case.    The  patient  and  her  relatives 
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were  informed  cautiously  of  the  fact  that  there  was  but  one  way 
to  perhaps  save  her  from  an  untimely  death,  and  that  was  to 
make  an  exploratory  incision  in  order,  if  possible,  to  confirm  the 
diagnosis,  and,  ifadvisible,  to  remove  the  entire  tumor  or  tumors. 
After  some  difficulty  she  submitted  to  have  the  operation  done, 
and  that  thoroughly  if  possible.  So,  this  month,  September 
nth,  I  performed  the  operation  under  kind  and  most  able  assist- 
ance of  Drs.  A.  Herff,  Graham  Watts,  Hertzberg  and  Burg. 
As  narcosis  I  used  ether  with  chloroform,  three  parts  to  one. 
The  sponges  and  instruments  were  very  thoroughly  cleansed  and 
disinfected  before  using,  and  the  usual  incision,  at  an  inch  be- 
low the  navel  down  to  the  pubic  region  was  made.  In  opening 
the  peritoneum  about  a  quart  of  perfectly  clear  serous  fluid  es- 
caped and  with  it,  gradually  the  glittering  bluish  sack  of  an 
enormous  polycyst  came  into  view.  The  cyst,  at  sight,  seemed 
biacysto-sa?coma,  composed  of  a  large  number  of  small  and 
larger  conglomerated  cystomas  of  gelatinous  contents.  The 
immense  tumor  occupied  nearly  the  entire  abdomen,  being  held 
down  to  the  pelvic  cavity  by  strong  adhesion.  In  order  to  ad- 
mit the  hand  freely,  the  abdominal  incision  was  enlarged,  and 
after  it  I  had  to  introduce  my  entire  arm,  in  order  to  reach  and 
break  up  the  adhesions  which  were  very  numerous,  especially 
along  the  entire  small  intestines  and  peritoneum  parietale.  At 
the  floor  of  the  pelvis  the  adhesions  were  very  difficult  to  break 
up,  but  gradually  they  were  severed  by  the  fingers  and  sweeping 
motion  of  the  hand  without  instrumental  aid.  It  was  now  after 
extending  the  abdominal  incision  about  four  inches  upward,  with 
much  embarrassment  to  pull  and  expel  the  tumor  out  of  the 
abdomen,  even  after  having  evacuated  the  sack  and  break- 
ing several  cysts.  But  gradually  I  succeeded,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  tumor  was  adherent  to  a  narrow  and  quite  broad  pedicle 
which  was,  after  some  trouble,  tied  by  the  assistants  with  silk 
thread,  and  the' tumor  cut  off  rapidly,  with  a  small  part  of  its 
sack.  The  thermocauter  was  then  used  freely  whenever  deemed 
necessary.  At  this  point  of  the  operation  there  was  quite  severe 
hemorrhage  at  different  points,  and  especially  in  Douglas'  pouch, 
from  an  overlooked  and  bleeding  vessel  of  the  stump,  but  it  was 
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soon  controlled  by  ligature,  and  subsequent  cauterization  with 
the  thermocauter.  There  were  still  some  other,  but  mostly  par- 
enchymatous bleeding  points,  and  they  were  also  soon  checked 
by  washing  the  abdominal  cavity  out  with  very  warm  water. 
The  entire  small  intestines  and  different  regions  of  the  perito- 
neum abdominale  showed  remnants  of  chronic  peritonitis  with 
old  and  new  adhesions  and  a  coil  of  small  intestines  which  was 
glued  together  with  the  tumor,  as  also  a  large  and  elongated 
pseudocyst  with  long  pedicle  adherent  to  the  cyst,  were  both  re- 
moved with  the  thermocauter.  The  uterus,  bladder  and  liga- 
mentum  latum  was  free  of  any  adhesions  or  degeneration  and, 
from  all  we  could  see,  every  particle  of  the  neoplasm  was  enu. 
cleated,  and  so  we  proceeded  to  clean  peritoneal  cavity.  After 
checking  all  hemorrhage  points,  and  cleaning  the  abdominal 
cavity  with  large  quantities  of  pure  warm  water,  which  was 
done  three  times,  the  wound  was  closed,  after  also  adjusting  a 
rubber  drainage  tube  in  the  excavatio  recto-vesicalis  or  Douglas' 
pouch.  Shortly  before  and  after  the  operation  was  over  several 
hypodermic  injections  of  equal  parts  of  ether  and  best  brandy 
were  made,  and  which  had  a  wonderful  reviving  effect  on  her 
failing  system.  After  being  thoroughly  cleaned  and  clothed  and 
the  abdominal  wound  dressed  with  iodoform  cotton  and  sali- 
cylated  cotton,  a  flannel  bandage  was  applied,  covering  all  the 
cotton  packing  well.  She  was  then  removed  to  a  clean  bed,  cov- 
ered with  woolen  blankets,  and  four  hot  water  bottles  were  put 
to  her  body.  Reaction  followed  very  slowly,  and  at  several  times 
during  the  first  day  she  was  in  a  collapsed  state,  but  by  the  use 
of  hypodermic  injection  of  ether,  etc.,  and  drinking  of  cham- 
pagne, she  slowly  and  radically  survived  the  shock.  About 
three  hours  after  completing  the  operation,  there  was  some  hem- 
orrhage oozing  through  the  drain  tube,  but  only  very  little,  and 
it  never  gave  any  further  alarm  afterward.  The  temperature  re- 
mained until  the  ninth  day  quite  permanent  until  up  to  10 1.5 
degrees,  and  only  on  the  third  day  it  rose  up  to  102.5  degrees, 
and  this  was  mainly  atributed  to  an  unavoidable  occurrence  by  a 
faithful  nurse  and  friend  who  wanted  to  leave  her  alone  with 
the  other  waiters  for  a  short  time  on  urgent  business.  There 
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were  no  other  persons,  except  those  appointed,  allowed  to  enter 
the  house  during  her  entire  after-treatment.  A  decided  improve- 
ment of  her  general  health  was  noticed,  even  a  short  time  after 
the  removal  of  the  enormous  abdominal  obstruction.  There  was 
but  very  little  nausea  and  vomiting  after  the  operation,  and 
none  during  the  convalescing  time.  On  the  sixth  day,  as  there 
was  no  particular  indication,  I  removed  the  drain  tube,  which 
was  but  very  slightly  and  partially  clotted  at  its  end  with  hem- 
orrhagic and  lymphatic  effusion.  The  entire  length  of  the  abdo- 
minal incision  was  nine  inches.  The  stitches  were  removed  on 
the  tenth  day,  the  drain  tube  on  the  sixth  day,  and  the  wound 
had  cicatrized  by  first  intention. 

The  tumor,  a  multiple  colloid- cystoma  of  the  entire  left  ovary, 
must  have  weighed  at  least  30  pounds,  as  near  as  we  could  judge 
from  the  actual  weight  of  the  lacerated  tumor  itself,  which  was 
15  pounds,  and  the  loss  of  fluid  from  the  sack,  and  gelatinous 
contents  of  some  of  the  broken  up  cysts,  which  was  also  at  least 
15  pounds.  A  great  deal  of  the  gelatinous  fluid,  together  with  a 
number  of  broken  up  cystomas  had  been  evacuated  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  during  the  extirpation  of  the  tumor.  On  examin- 
ing the  tumor  at  leisure  I  found  one  of  the  large  cysts  to 
contain  an  abscess  cavity,  about  as  large  as  an  orange,  situated 
near  the  middle  of  the  tumor,  and  surrounded  by  necrosed  cyst- 
tissue.  On  the  outside  of  the  tumor  the  enlarged  left  Fallopian 
tube  was  seen  running  in  a  curved  line  up  to  the  margin  of  the 
cystoma.  For  the  ligatures  and  closing  of  the  abdomen  only 
silk  was  used  which  had  been  put  for  three  days  in  a  5  per  cent, 
solution  of  carbolic  acid.  In  regard  to  the  narcosis,  I  am  in  gen- 
eral, for  all  other  purposes,  in  favor  of  chloroform,  but  in  a  case 
where  the  system  is  already  emaciated  from  chronic  disease,  I  be- 
lieve that  ether,  combined  with  chloroform,  is  to  be  preferred;  in 
this  form  it  acts  well  as  an  anaesthetic,  and  ether,  by  its  therapeutic 
action  as  an  excitant,  is  more  apt  to  stimulate  and  maintain  the 
nerve  and  heart  power  than  chloroform  alone.  I  am  also  much 
in  favor  of,  and  attribute  a  great  deal  of  the  success  witnessed  in 
some  cases  of  other  gentlemen  in  this  city,  to  the  free  use  of  pure 
warm  water  for  washing  out  the  abdominal  cavity,  bowels,  etc., 
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before  closing  the  abdomen.  The  water  should  have  boiled  be 
fore;  and  used  as  warm  as  it  can  safely  be  applied,  and  that  in 
large  quantities.  Besides  being  able  to  remove  any  deleterious 
material,  hot  water  stimulates  the  circulation  and  has  also  the 
tendency  to  control  any  parenchymatous  or  capillary  hemor- 
rhage. With  it,  I  think,  the  complicated  spray  apparatus  is 
avoidable,  especially  in  private  practice.  Who  the  author  of  this 
method  is,  I  cannot  tell  positively,  but  am  quite  sure  it  originated 
here  in  San  Antonio,  and,  in  the  above  case  for  instance,  after 
the  tumor  was  removed,  the  assistants  held  both  abdominal  walls 
high  up,  and  then  the  abdomen  was  partially  filled  with  warm 
water,  the  intestines  gently  washed,  and  then  the  patient  was 
laid  on  one  side  and  the  water  drained  off  again.  After  this  the 
same  procedure  was  done  over,  when  the  water  became  clear,  and 
now  the  abdomen  was  sponged  dry  and  closed,  adjusting,  at  the 
same  time,  a  drain  tube.  Care,  of  course,  must  be  taken,  in  sup- 
porting the  often  protruding  intestines  and  omentum  while  the 
water  is  evacuated.  Now,  gentlemen,  before  closing  this  rather 
extensive  report,  I  cannot  but  again  cordially  thank  all  those 
who  so  ably  assisted  me, — the  gentlemen  were  all  hand  and  soul 
at  the  operation. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

A  PORTABLE  GYNECOLOGICAL  TABLE. 


BY  L.  H.  LUCK,  M.  D. ,  MEMBER  MASS.  STATE  SOC, 
Formerly  physician  and  consulting  physician  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 


HE  importance  of  a  suitable  table  for  gynecological  exami- 


'nations  is  universally  recognized  by  the  profession.  Many 
admirable  stationary  tables  have  been  in  use  for  sometime,  such 
as  the  Wadsworth,  Chadwick,  Bennett  and  the  University.  These 
tables,  however,  are  only  available  in  the  office  of  the  physician, 
being  too  large  of  course  for  use  at  the  bedside. 

Having  in  twenty  years'  practice  seen  the  necessity  of  a  table 
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that  could  be  used  equally  well  in  the  office  of  the  physician  or 
at  the  bedside,  I  have  invented  a  portable  table  which  can  be  car- 
ried in  the  hand  or  buggy  as  easily  as  a  satchel. 

From  quite  an  extensive  use  now,  it  has  proved  so  thoroughly 
useful  even  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations,  that  I  desire 
to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  my  professional  brethren. 


It  is  composed  of  four  sections  securely  united  by  hinges,  so 
as  to  allow  of  folding  from  before  backward.  The  two  upper  sec- 
tions are  united  by  two  hinges  so  as  to  permit  folding  laterally. 
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To  the  two  lower  sections  are  fastened  the  foot  rests  or  stirrups, 
made  of  metal  eight  inches  in  length  and  provided  with  prop- 
joints  to  admit  of  adjustment  at  any  angle,  and  also  to  fold  back 
when  not  in  use  When  open  for  use  it  is  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions as  the  stationary  tables,  being  five  feet  long,  including  the 
foot  rests,  and  two  feet  wide.  Figure  1  gives  a  good  illustration 
of  it  in  this  position. 


When  folded,  it  is  twenty-two  inches  long,  twelve  inches  wide 
and  about  three  inches  thick.  It  is  well  shown  in  this  position 
by  figure  2,  while  figure  3  shows  it  with  the  back  raised  at  an 
acute  angle.  It  is  strongly  made,  compact  and  handsome,  being 
made  of  the  best  material  finely  finished. 

In  placing  pessaries,  making  applications  to  the  cervix,  in 
curetting  the  womb  or  for  purposes  of  diagnosis,  especially  when 
used  at  the  home  of  the  patient,  it  is  simply  invaluable,  and  not 
inferior  to  the  high-priced  stationary  tables. 

When  used  at  the  office,  it  is  unfolded  and  placed  across  the 
office  table,  when  it  becomes,  for  all  practical  purposes,  a  sta- 
tionary table.  A  footstool,  or  small  box,  may  be  placed  at  the 
foot  of  the  table,  to  aid  the  patient  in  mounting,  which  is  done 
in  precisely  the  came  manner  as  when  a  stationary  table  is  used. 

When  used  at  the  home  of  the  patient,  as  is  so  often  necessary, 
especially  in  country  practice,  it  may  be  placed  across  the  bed, 
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dining-room  table,  stand,  or  even  on  chairs.  If  used  on  the  bed, 
it  is  best  to  place  the  table  on  a  firm  mattress,  stretched  across 
the  bed,  and  cover  it  with  a  blanket.  This  insures  the  neces- 
sary firmness  and  comfort. 


In  these  days,  when  every  practitioner  has  to  be  a  gynecolo- 
gist, such  a  table  is  as  much  a  necessity  for  a  thorough  exami- 
nation and  treatment  of  the  female  pelvic  organs,  as  a  stetho- 
scope is  in  diseases  of  the  chest. 

It  is  also  useful  in  examinations  and  operations  on  the  rectum 
and  genito-urinary  organs. 

It  is  simple,  efficient,  portable,  and  so  cheap  as  to  be  within 
the  reach  of  every  one.  This  table  is  admirably  made,  by  the 
well-known  firm  of  Leach  &  Greene,  Boston,  Mass. 


Society 


THE  AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  eighth  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in 
Austin  on  the  20th  of  September  ultimo,  with  an  attendance  of 
thirty  physicians. 
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Dr.  Eugene  Clark,  of  Lockhart,  and  Dr.  C.  O.  Weller,  oi 
Austin,  were  admitted  to  membership. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Harrison  read  an  interesting  paper  on 

ANAL  FISSURES, 

which  was  generally  discussed. 

Dr.  A.  >7.  Denton  next  read  a  paper  on  the  much  mooted 
question  of 

MATERNAL  IMPRESSIONS, 

offering,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best  argunents  in  favor  of  this  pop- 
ular belief  that  has  come  out  lately.  The  paper  provoked  quite 
a  discussion.  Drs.  Denton,  Daniel  and  Maxwell  favored  the 
doctrine,  while  Drs.  Bennett,  Swearingen  and  Tyner  offered  ar- 
guments against  it.  Suffice  it  to  say  other  societies  ma}'  now 
have  the  question;  the  Austin  District  has  not  settled  it. 
The  next  paper  was  a 

REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  PELVIC  HEMATOCELE, 

by  Dr.  E.  Clark,  read  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Clark. 

The  subject  that  elicited  the  most  discussion,  and  yielded  the 
the  greatest  practical  benefits,  was 

MALARIAL  FEVERS  AND  TREATMENT, 

opened  b}-  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooteu.  and  participated  in  by  nearly  all 
present,  particularly  by  Drs.  Taylor,  Swearingen,  Daniel,  Davis, 
Weller  and  F.  Litten. 

Dr.  T.  O.  Maxwell  made  the  following  report  of  a  case  of 

A  WOMAN  GORED  BY  A  BULL. 

The  woman,  when  attacked  by  the  bull,  had  a  babe  in  her 
arms,  and  was  carrying  a  pail  of  milk.  The  horns  entered  just 
above  the  pubis,  and  passed  upward  and  to  the  left,  coming  out 
on  the  side  a  little  above  the  superior  spinous  process  of  the 
ilium,  making  an  ugh'  wound  thirteen  inches  long.  The  ab- 
dominal cavity  was  opened,  the  wound  through  the  peritoneum 
being  three  and  a  half  inches  in  length.    The  bowels  protruded. 
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The  wound  was  semicircular  in  shape.  The  cavity  was  pene- 
trated at  the  upper  and  convex  border.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
wound  hung  down  as  a  flap. 

The  protruding  bowels  were  thoroughly  cleansed  and  placed 
back  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  wound  was  then  cleaned  off 
as  well  as  possible,  and  stitched  up  with  silk. 

There  was  some  suppuration  at  the  outer  angles  of  the  main 
wound,  but  otherwise  the  patient  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

The  doctor  stated  that  since  fine  stock  had  been  introduced 
into  his  section  of  Travis  county,  four  years  ago,  three  women 
had  been  gored.  One  was  killed  outright,  the  animal's  horn 
having  penetrated  the  abdominal  cavity  and  ranged  upward, 
puncturing  the  diaphragm  and  wounding  the  heart. 

Dr.  Maxwell  stated  that  it  was  generally  held  by  stockmen 
that  when  a  bull  once  gores  a  human  being  the  animal  would 
never  do  to  trust  afterwards,  and  should  be  killed. 

The  woman  first  mentioned  was  thrown  entirely  over  the  ani- 
mal's back.    The  babe  she  held  in  her  arms  was  not  injured. 

The  Secretary's  report  for  the  two  years  of  the  Society's  ex- 
istence was  read,  and  ordered  spread  upon  the  minutes.  The 
report  stated  that  the  Society  was  organized  with  twenty-two 
members,  and  exactly  doubled  this  number  the  first  year,  and 
the  second  year  admitted  seventeen,  which  now  makes  a  total 
membership  of  sixty-one  active,  go-ahead  physicians. 

The  report  also  stated  that  there  were,  within  easy  access  of 
Austin,  over  two  hundred  regular  physicians,  besides  some 
thirty  odd  irregulars  of  all  grades. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  of  Kyle,  President;  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  of 
Austin,  First  Vice-President;  Dr.  T.  O.  Maxwell,  of  Fiskville, 
Second  Vice-President;  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  of  Austin,  re-elected 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  two  years;  Drs.  S.  K.  Hudson,  of 
Round  Rock,  and  F.  E.  Daniel,  of  Austin,  Censors,  for  one  and 
two  years  respectively. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Morris  will  deliver  his  address  as  retiring  President 
at  the  opening  of  the  December  meeting. 

T.  J.  Bennett,  Secretary. 
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The  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association 
will  meet  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  November  12th,  13th  and  14th 
prox.  The  programme  for  the  occasion  embraces  thirty-eight 
papers  to  be  read,  (so  far  as  reported;  doubtless  many  more  will 
be  presented,)  and  the  list  of  authors  contains  many  distin- 
guished names, — such  as  Prof.  Wathen,  of  Louisville,  one  of  the 
hardest  workers  and  most  sagacious  observers  in  the  ranks. 
Prof.  Hadra,  of  Galveston;  Prof.  Hunter  McGuire,  the  distin- 
guished president;  Prof.  Yandell;  Prof.  Wm.  Perrin  Nicholson, 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Prof.  Jos.  Taber  Johnson,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
etc.  This  association,  like  "tall  oaks,"  has,  from  "a  little  acorn" 
grown  in  a  remarkably  short  while.  Its  transactions  are  among 
the  most  interesting  and  important  contributions  to  modern 
medical  literature. 

The  Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas, 
now  being  compiled  by  the  editor  of  this  Journal,  will  contain: 
The  opening  chapter,  "Reminiscenses  of  Practice  and  Prac- 
titioners of  Texas  in  Early  Days,"  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Heard, — per- 
haps the  oldest  living  practitioner  in  Texas.  He  begun  in  Wash- 
ington county  in  1837!  — "A  Complete  History  of  the  Organiza- 
tion and  Development  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association," 
by  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  now  of  Saltillo,  Mex.— "The  Life  and 
Character  of  Ashbel  Smith,  Statesman,  Soldier,  Surgeon,"  (with 
portrait),  by  James  D.  Lynch,  Esq.,  of  Miss. — The  biography  of 
a  large  number  of  leading  physicians  of  the  Lone  Star  State,  in- 
cluding all  but  four  of  the  presidents  of  the  State  Association, 
together  with  the  portraits  of  thirt}'  of  the  best  known  physicians 
in  Texas.  It  will  also  contain  a  roster  of  a  large  number  of 
practicing  physicians  whose  biography  in  full  does  not  appear  in 
the  work.  Altogether  this  will  make  a  most  valuable  work,  and 
those  who  have  not  subscribed,  should  lose  no  time  in  doing  so. 
It  will  be  sold  only  by  subscription.  Agents  are  now  in  the 
field,  and  it  is  hoped  to  bring  the  work  to  a  speedy  completion. 

Elmendorf,  Texas,  Aug,  9,  1880. 
Dios  Chemical  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo: 

Gentlemen: — In  regard  to  my  experience  with  "Diovibur- 
nia,"  I  must  say  it  is  a  splendid  medicine  and  is  just  the  thing 
recommended.   No  physician  should  be  without  it.    Yours  truly, 

Dr.  Lyman  L.  Whitaker. 


EDITOR  DEP&RTmEnV. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  OOIil<ABOBA.TOBe :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swcaringen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Harlra.  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tuner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine.  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T,  C.  Osborn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerino,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton . 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


DR.  F.  T.  PAINE'S  DISCOVERIES  IN  ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS. 


Notwithstanding  what  was  said  in  reviewing  the  Transactions, 
about  discriminating  in  criticising  the  papers  contained  therein,  we 
cannot  resist  the  inclination  to  call  attention  to  the  paper  by  Dr. 
F.  T.  Paine,  on  account  of  certain  most  remarkable  statements 
therein  made.  The  importance  of  the  subject  prompts  us  to  do 
so;  and  Dr.  Paine's  age  and  position  in  the  profession  will,  we 
hope,  justify  us  in  making  an  exception  of  his  paper.  We  trust 
we  may  be  permitted  to  do  so  without  exciting  the  jealousy  or 
animosity  of  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  equally  as  good 
papers  in  the  volume.  If  further  experiment  and  observation 
shall  confirm  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Paine's  deductions;  if  others 
find  their  experience  with  electricity  tally  with  that  of  this  pa- 
tient investigator,  it  will  mark  a  wonderful  advance  in  therapeu- 
tics; chloroform  in  labor  will  be  superceded  by  an  agent  less  dan- 
gerous and  more  certain.    Dr.  Paine  says: 

''When  we  commenced  the  use  of  electricity  [in  obstetrics],  we 
were  ignorant  of  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  it;  whether  it 
was  to  act  as  an  oxytoccic,  an  accelerator  or  as  an  anaesthetic. 
However,  we  applied  it  the  first  opportunity  we  had,  and  were 
soon  rewarded  by  finding  the  painful  writhings  of  the  patient 
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much  ameliorated,  though  the  contractions  were  as  frequent  and 
as  vigorous  as  previously,  The  unnecessary  painfulness  of  la- 
bor pains  had  been  subdued,  the  morbid  irritability,  the  hyperes- 
thesia had  been  removed,  while  the  contractions  were  regular, 
and  the  os  dilating  regularly.  When  a  stoppage  in  the  current 
occurred  through  battery  accidents,  the  suffering  returned  at 
each  contraction." 

In  another  case  says  Dr.  Paine:  "I  found  the  uterus  very 
inert,  and  totally  insensible  to  ergot;  and  after  waiting,  by  the 
force  of  circumstance  [habit?]  twenty-four  hours,  without  a  sin- 
gle pain,  and  having  sent  for  my  forceps,  I  procurred  a  battery 
and  applied  the  current  to  the  widely  dilated  os,  when,  to  my 
surprise,  and  as  quick  as  thought,  I  found  the  foetus  at  the  foot 
of  the  bed,  clear  of  the  mother;  the  placenta  lying  loosely  in  the 
vagina.  The  cord  being  tied  and  cut,  the  mother  was  put  to 
bed;  *  *  *  but  the  surprise  was  that  not  one  drop 
of  blood  stained  the  bedding  or  her  garments;  whereas,  if  she 
had  been  delivered  otherwise  than  by  electricity,  post  partem 
hemorrhage  would  have  complicated  the  case." 

"My  experience,  upon  the  whole  is,  that  electricity  is  the 
safest  and  most  natural  anaesthetic,  and  acts  without  retarding 
labor  in  the  least;  and  in  many  cases,  hastening  it  very  much." 

With  regard  to  electricity  in  diseases  of  children,  the  Doctor 
says: 

"One  of  my  patients,  three  months  old,  had  scarcely  ceased 
crying  from  its  birth  long  enough  to  nurse.  I  applied  electricity 
during  a  terrible  spell  of  crying,  and  I  hardly  touched  the  epi- 
gastrium till  it  was  laughing  inordinately,  for  a  child.  It  had 
only  gained  two  pounds  weight  in  the  three  months,  but  in  the 
next  eighteen  days  it  gained  three  pounds,  and  now,  at  six 
months  old,  is  uncommonly  healthy,  and  growing  rapidly,  and 
still  laughs." 

This,  certainly,  is  an  exemplification  of  the  force  of  the  adage, 
"laugh  and  grow  fat;"  but  we  presume  the  doctor  does  not 
mean  to  tell  us  that  this  wonderful  effect  upon  the  nutrition  and 
assimilation  of  the  child  was  produced  by  that  one  touch  upon 
the  epigastrium?  Though  he  does  not  say  so,  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  the  child  was  treated  by  electricity,  subsequent  to  that  one 
touch.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  electricity  excites 
the  propensity  to  laugh;  we  can  understand  its  stimulation  of 
the  nutritive  process,  etc. ,  but — does  it  tickle?  or  amuse?  or  how 
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make  a  baby  laugh?  But  to  resume  quotations  from  Dr.  Paine' s 
paper.    He  says: 

"In  another  paper  I  have  said  that  all  females  who  menstruate 
abnormally  are  the  subjects  of  anaesthesia  of  the  lower  half  of 
the  person,  and  also  of  the  mammary  glands.  Those  women 
procreate  crildren  as  well  as  healthy  women,  but  do  not  always 
have  milk;  and  this  anaesthesia  of  the  breasts  simply  amounts  to 
partial  paralysis  of  function  of  the  gland,  and  the  milk  secretion 
is  either  imperfect  in  quantity  or  quality;  for  no  secreting  organ 
can  perform  its  function  healthily  that  has  not  a  proper  nerve 
support,  or  is  not  properly  vitalized.  The  fountain  is  imperfect, 
and  the  product  is  imperfect  and  impure,  and  hence,  unfit  to 
nourish  the  infant  dependent  on  it  for  sustenance,  and  the  child 
has  to  have  artificial  food,  or  starve.  Full  half  the  babies  that 
are  raised  by  hand  and  always  sick  are  starvelings  in  presence  of 
a  breast  that  nobody  knows  is  diseased,  because  it  looks  well. 

"Instead  of  prescribing  nursery  bottles  and  artificial  foods  and 
medicine,  I  now  apply  electricity  to  the  mother's  breas:  until 
sensation  is  restored,  and  then  it  never  fails  to  fill  up  to  running 
over,  and  the  child  gets  fat  and  hearty." 

We  trust  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  will  test  the 
doctor's  methods,  and  give  the  results  of  their  observations. 
Should  Dr.  Paine  be  spared,  he  is  in  a  fair  way  to  overthrow 
some  of  the  dogmas  of  the  day  with  reference  to  neuropathology, 
and  to  institute  a  rational  mode  of  treatment  for  certain  hereto- 
fore intractable  maladies. 


TEXAS  AS  A  HEALTH  RESORT. 


It  is  a  shame,  and  a  reproach  on  the  greatness  of  Texar  in  all 
else,  that  despite  the  oft  declared  necessity  of  preservation  of  her 
vital  statistics  urged  upon  our  lawmakers  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion, she  has  no  State  Board  of  Health, — no  adequate  provision 
for  getting  and  preserving  the  vast  amount  of  material  in  the  way 
of  statistics,  which,  if  properly  utilized,  could  induce  a  rapid  set- 
tlement and  development  of  her  millions  of  acres  of  unoccupied 
lands.  The  only  provision,  or  attempt  at  it,  made  by  the  legis- 
lature to  do  this  thing,  is  a  feature  in  the  office  of  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  get  a  partial  record. 
In  as  much  as  W2  are  often  interrogated  by  letter  on  the  subject 
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of  the  healthfulness  of  Texas,  we  append  below  a  summary  from 
the  last  report  of  Commissioner  Foster,  which,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
is  a  most  satisfactory  showing.  We  venture  there  is  no  country 
on  the  face  of  the  globe  with  so  low  a  iate  of  mortality  as  is  here 
shown: 

DEATHS  IN  TEXAS  IN  1 887. 


W.  M. 

W.  F. 

C.  M. 

C.  F. 

Total 

Consumption    .  . 

454 

527 

114 

206 

1301 

374 

249 

94 

56 

773 

208 

184 

48 

59 

499 

Pnpnmnni3 

626 

467 

O  T  T 

T  OC\ 
1  £\J 

T  A  O  A 
1424 

Typhoid  Fever  .... 

623 

594 

96 

I02 

1,415 

Congestive  Chill   .  .  . 

407 

295 

63 

62 

827 

79 

53 

10 

13 

155 

Bright' s  Disease    .  .  . 

85 

46 

1 1 

7 

149 

Chill  and  Fever    .  .  . 

IOI 

JOI 

58 

37 

297 

80 

81 

7 

7 

175 

234 

238 

5i 

46 

569 

205 

180 

60 

62 

507 

13 

21 

2 

2 

38 

All  other  diseases    .  . 

5,i35 

4,884 

1,236 

i,43i 

12,687 

8,625 

7,920 

2,061 

2,210 

20,8l6 

Estimated  population, 

2,500,000  in  188 

7- 

Ratio  per  1000  inhabitants,  of  deaths  from  all  causes  except  ac- 
cident, murder  and  suicide,  8.33. 


In  the  12,687  cases  reported  as  "unclassified,"  doubtless  are 
included  still  births,  accidents,  etc.,  which  is  illegitimate;  hence 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  population  for 
twelve  months  does  not  exceed  about  7. 

Under  the  head  of  consumption,  are  reported  1301  deaths,  as 
follows;  White  males,  454;  white  females,  527;  colored  males, 
114;  colored  females,  206.  Doubtless  many  of  these  cases  were 
chronic  bronchitis,  or  diseases  of  the  liver,  or  other  diseases 
simulating  consumption,  reported  as  consumption  frequently,  no 
doubt  by  the  relatives,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  physician,  for  it 
must  be  remembered  that  in  the  sparsely  settled  districts  there 
are  few  physicians;  and  again,  there  is  abundant  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  most  of  the  deaths  from  real  consumption  occurred  in 
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persons  who  had  come  into  Texas  with  the  disease,  attracted 
here  by  the  mild  climate  and  the  well-known  curative  properties 
of  the  Texas  atmosphere  for  many  pulmonary  diseases,  hence  a 
big  allowance  must  be  made  on  that  score;  while  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  usually  attended  with 
the  greatest  mortality  elsewhere  is  remarkably  small,  and  not  a 
death  is  reported  from  diphtheria,  yellow  fever,  small-pox, 
cholera,  etc.,  etc. 

WHERE'S  THE  MELANCHOLY  ? 

(machine-made,  for  the  "red  back  jewel.") 

"The  melancholy  days  are  come,"  (says  Bryant, 
But  he  lived  in  Connecticut,)  "the  saddest 

Of  the  year;"  but  just  where  the  sad  comes  in 
To  yours  truly  is,  just  now,  not  perceptible, — 
Can't  see  it. 

With  its  balmy  air  and  zephyr-breezes, — 
("Wailing  winds  and  naked  trees"  nothing) 

The  sense  of  hush, — the  gorgeous  trees-es — 
The  purple  mist  that  dims  the  distance — 

October  is  just  splendid  ! 

Why,  it's  harvest  time!    See  the  pumpkins! 

And  the  peas-es!  and  the  pinders!  and  perhaps — 
Potatoes,  (or  po-turnips),  how  they  tumble  in  to  market! 

And  the  Granger?    Is  he  happy?  Rather! 

Where's  the  melancholy? 

Purple  are  the  grapes-es  now,  and  juicy 

Are  the  apples;  nuts  are  brown;  in  the  forest 

Sings  the  mocker,  (thinks  it's  spring;) 
Red  the  roses  in  the  garden;  and  subscriptions 

Are  just  pouring  in; — where" s  the  sad? 

See  yon  ripple  on  the  water!  (imagine  the  water;) 

Why's  its  solemn  stillness  thusly  broken? 
I  guess  a  big  old  trout  has  taken 

In  a  fly; — I'll  take  him  in  ! 

(Look!  beauty,  aint  he?) 
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And  now  the  doctor  hies  him  outward;  now's  the  time 

He's  got  to  rustle;  (not  to  see  a  patient 
But  to  get  his  money;)  and  with  christian  charity 

Forthwith  he  remembers  the  poor  

Editor;  (where's  the  spondulicks,  doctor?) 

Heaped  in  the  hollow  of  his  desk  the  doctor's  bills  are  laid, 
He'll  rustle  'mongst  his  patrons  till  the  last  darned  one  is 
paid. 

The  farmer  and  his  men  are  flush,  and  in  their  eyes  he  sees — 
Speculation?    No!  but  cash — to  pay — in  lieu  of — *peas! 

Oh,  where's  the  melancholy? 
[*For  fear  that  this  beautiful  point  may  not  be  clearly  seen  by 
the  city  physician,  it  is  necessary  to  explain  that  too  often  the 
poor  tired  country  doctor  has  to  take  his  "pay  in  kind" — in 
"chips  and  whetstones" — farm  products,  or  anything  he  can  get. 
During  the  war,  it  is  said,  that  in  North  Carolina  herrings  were 
the  circulating  medium,  and  not  infrequently  the  store-keeper 
was  requested  to  put  up  a  herring's  worth  of  sugar.  One  rust- 
ling doctor — a  friend  of  ours,  wrote  us  that  he  "collected  on  ac- 
count' '  (in  one  day)  a  parrot,  two  canary  birds,  four  bushels  of 
black-eye  peas,  and  a  calf  .worth  four  dollars!  Lucky  Doctor; — 
"and,"  he  added,  "the  farmer  'throwed  in'  a  cat!"  Fact!] 


ook  Notices. 


TRANSACTIONS  /TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION,  1SS9. 

This  volume  has  been  issued  from  the  press  of  Eugene  Von 
Boeckmann,  Austin.  The  mechanical  execution  is  up  to  the 
high  standard  of  excellence  which  characterizes  all  book  work 
done  by  this  establishment;  no  better  could  have  been  done  in 
Chicago.  The  book  contains  340  pages,  neatly  printed  with 
new  Ronaldson  type,  on  heavy  S.  &  S.  C.  book  paper.  Five  hun- 
dred copies  were  bound  in  purple  cloth,  gilt  lettered,  uniform 
with  the  editions  of  1885-6,  while  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies 
were  put  up  in  heavy  pamphlet  covers. 

The  secretary  has  received  acknowledgements  from  a  number 
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of  Health  Boards,  etc.,  thanking  him  for  a  copy,  and  all  compli- 
ment the  work.  Dr.  Jno.  H.  Rauch,  the  famous  Illinois  sanita- 
rian, says,  "The  work  is  a  credit  to  the  State  of  Texas." 

The  "minutes"  or  proceedings  occupy  the  first  sixty-five  pages. 
This  is  followed  by  the  classical  address  of  the  retiring  President 
— Paine — a  mine  of  interesting  matter,  testifying  alike  to  deep 
and  patient  research,  and  a  high  order  of  intellectual  cultivation 
and  ability  on  the  part  of  the  author. 

The  section  work  is  highly  creditable  to  the  Association. 
While  there  were  not  so  many  papers  contributed  this  year  as 
formerly — and  part  of  those  were  withdrawn  by  the  authors — those 
which  go  to  make  up  the  body  of  the  book,  are  creditable  to  the 
Association,  generally  speaking,  and  are  well  worth  perusal  and 
preservation.  Hence  the  volume  is  smaller  than  some  of  its  pre- 
decessors. Only  four  papers  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  publish- 
ing committee  were  omitted, — three  for  causes  satisfactory  to  the 
committee,  and  one,  which  had  been  read  by  caption  and  referred, 
after  which  it  appeared  in  print,  thus  barring  its  admission  to  the 
transactions  under  resolution.    (See  page  304.) 

Under  the  Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy  there  are  twelve 
papers,  all  good,  some  excellent;  Section  on  Practice,  etc.,  five; 
Gynecology,  three;  Obstetrics,  four;  State  Medicine  and  Public 
Hygiene,  two;  Ophthalmology,  one;  Electro-Therapentics,  one; 
total,  twenty-eight. 

[As  a  mere  enumeration  of  the  papers  would  be  without  in- 
terest, the  list  by  title  is  omitted.] 

The  appendix,  which  makes  seventy-six  pages,  is  made  up  of 
the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  into  which  have  been  incorporated 
the  amendments  adopted  at  San  Antonio;  the  Code  of  Ethics; 
the  several  ordinances  and  resolutions  that  have  been  adopted 
from  time  to  time;  the  Charter  of  the  Association,  giving  articles 
of  incorporation,  names  of  trustees,  etc.,  and  the  roll  of  members, 
including  a  table  of  the  officers  since  its  organization  in  1869. 
Active  members  (504)  and  honorary  members,  together  with  a 
list  of  the  twenty-four  auxilliary  societies  in  affiliation  with  the 
State  Association;  and  an  errata  and  an  [index  or  table  of  con- 
tents. 
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The  first  paper  in  Section  on  Surgery — "Some  Observations  on 
the  Possibilities  of  Preventive  Surgery,"  by  Dr.  E.  J.  Ward,  is 
reproduced  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal;  it  will  be  found  very 
interesting. 

In  reviewing  this  volume  the  editor  of  the  Journal  is  handi- 
capped to  a  great  extent.  Being  the  secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  chairman  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  it  ill  becomes 
him  to  discriminate;  and,  indeed,  where  so  much  is  excellent,  it 
would  hardly  be  fair  to  point  out  some  papers  for  their  excellence 
and  fail  to  mention  others,  while  to  quote  and  criticise  all  would 
take  more  room  and  time  than  we  have  at  our  disposal; — hence 
we  conclude  to  let  the  papers  speak  for  themselves. 

Nor  can  we  very  well  praise  our  own  work, — the  getting  up  of 
the  volume.  We  let  others  do  so,  and  we  are  gratified  to  say 
that  we  already  have  received  most  flattering  commendations 
from  distinguished  members.  The  book  will  be  a  valuable  ad- 
dition to  the  library  of  any  practitioner;  it  contains  much  that 
is  eminently  practical  and  useful. 


Cyclopoedia  of  Diseases  of  Children,  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical. Keating.  Vol.  11,  Illustrated.  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 
Constitutional  Diseases  and  Diseases  ot  Nutrition;  of  the 
Respiratory,  Circulatory,  Haemato  Poietic  and  Glandular  Sys- 
tems and  of  the  Mouth,  Tongue  and  Jaw.  1066  pages,  cloth 
boards,  Philadelphia,  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1889. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  each  chapter  in  this  masterly 
work  was  written  by  a  specialist  eminent  in  his  line  of  study,  and 
the  vast  scope  set  forth  above  is  considered,  some  idea  may  be 
had  of  the  value  and  importance  of  the  work.  Even  were  this 
one  volume  alone  sent  out,  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  practi- 
tioner, for  it  contains  an  enormous  amount  of  well  digested  mat- 
ter set  out  in  attractive  style.  Having  written  an  elaborate  de- 
scription of  the  antecedent  volume — on  the  footsteps  of  which 
this  has  followed  so  rapidly,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  do  more 
than  announce  its  advent,  with  an  outline  as  above,  of  the 
treat  prepared  for  its  lucky  subscribers.  The  price  we  believe  is 
$5  per  volume,  in  cloth.    The  full  set  will  be  a  treasurer. 
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American  Armamentarium  Chirurgicum.    Geo.  Tieman  & 
Co.,  New  York. 

A  handsome  quarto  volume  of  846  pages,  [in  cloth  and  morocco, 
gilt,  and  illustrated  with  a  cut  of  every  instrument  and  surgical 
appliance,  (and  their  names  is  legion),  and  part  of  instrument, 
known  to  modern  surgery,  together  with  cuts  of  the  numerous 
medals  which  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  bestowed  on  Tie- 
man's  instruments  for  excellence  over  all  others,  in  various  parts 
of  the  word.    Tieman  is  the  manufacturer  par  excellence. 

Most  persons  regard  such  publications  as  this,  as  mere  cata- 
logues of  the  manufacturers'  wares,  sent  out  solety  for  advertising 
purposes.  While  it  is  a  splendid  advertisement,  and  in  this  in- 
stance, an  expensive  one,  yet  such  a  work  as  the  one  before  us 
fills  a  larger  measure  of  usefulness  than  a  mere  catalogue,  and  is  a 
real  help  to  the  surgeon,  physician  and  student,  and  therefore,  is 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  library;  for,  as  the  publisher  says  in  the 
preface: 

"In  surgical  works  many  of  the  instruments  for  performing 
operations  are  not  illustrated.  In  illustrated  catalogues,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  description  ot  the  modus  operandi  is  wanting.' 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  this  work  is  useful  as  an  adjuvant  or  supple- 
ment to  the  surgical  text  books;  the  catalogue  gives  a  clearer 
idea  of  the  instrument  required  and  appliances  for  deformity  and 
injury  than  any  words  can  convey.  And  in  this  work  not  only 
are  the  instrument  and  appliances  figured  and  described,  but  their 
application  is  illustrated  also;  and  even  more,  many  useful  hints 
and  suggestions  are  given — when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  what 
operation  to  perform;  with  an  outline  of  the  views  of  eminent 
modern  authority  on  surgical  diseases  and  inj  uries  of  nearly  every 
kind.  It  is  a  most  convenient  and  useful  book  of  ready  refer- 
ence, and  an  ornament  besides. 


Favorite  Prescriptions  of  Distinguished  Practitioners, 
with  note  on  Treatment,  compiled  from  the  writings  and  un- 
published records  of  Drs.  Fordyce  Barker,  R.  Bartholow,  S. 
D.  Gross,  Austin  Flint,  A.  Clark,  A.  I,.  Loomis,  F.  J.  Bum- 
stead,  T.  G.  Thomas,  H.  C.  Wood,  Wm.  Goodell,  J.  M.  Foth- 
ergill,  N.  S.  Davis,  J.  M.  DaCosta,  J.  Solis  Cohen,  J.  I,. 
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Smith,  Browo-Sequard,  etc.    By  B.  W.  Palmer,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Published  by  E.  B.  Treat,  New  York,  1888. 

This  book  is  well  bound,  and  contains  250  pages.  To  the  phy- 
sician who  does  not  possess  the  tact  of  extemporising  a  prescrip- 
tion, this  compilation  ought  to  be  valuable.  It  contains  a  great 
many  very  choice  prescriptions  and  suggestions.  B. 


A  Text-book  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology. 
By  John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence 
and  Toxicology  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.  Sec- 
ond edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co., 
Philadelphia,  1889.    638  pp.    Price,  $3. 

The  subjects  of  legal  medicine  and  toxicology  have  been  con- 
veniently condensed  by  Prof  Reese,  so  a  person  can  obtain  the 
desired  information  on  these  subjects  without  wading  through 
several  volumes  in  a  more  extensive  treaties. 

This  work  has  been  adopted  as  a  text-book  in  a  great  man}*  of 
the  best  medical  schools  in  the  country.  It  is  a  standard,  and 
being  condensed,  it  is  to  be  preferred,  as  a  ready  reference  to 
more  extensive  works.    Every  physician  should  own  a  copy. 

B. 


yVlEDICAL  J^EWS  AND  ^VlISCELLANY. 


Married. — At  Taylor,  Texas,  October  10,  inst.,  Dr.  Lunsford 
P.  Black  to  Miss  Mollie  Tucker,  both  of  that  city.  We  extend 
our  congratulations  to  the  doctor,  and  say  to  all  our  young 
friends,  "Go  thou  and  do  like  "Black." 


Wanted— The  present  address  of  Mr.  J.  S.  O.  Brooks,  travel- 
ing in  Texas  for  D.  Appleton  &  Co.'s  publications;  last  heard 
from  at  Marshall,  Texas.  Any  friend  knowing  where  a  letter 
will  reach  Mr.  Brooks,  will  confer  a  favor  by  dropping  us  a  postal 
card  giving  the  information. 


The  Austin  District  Medical  Society  and  the  Travis 
County  Medical  Society  are  considering  the  propriety  of  fitting 
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up  handsome  quarters  for  a  permanent  home  in  the  capital  city. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  two  societies  to  collect  pathological 
specimens  and  properly  take  care  of  them.  Also,  to  establish  a 
library,  the  nucleus  of  which  is  now  on  hand.  The  exchanges 
of  this  Journal,  consisting  of  near  a  hundred  periodicals  month- 
ly, have  been  donated. 

Pay-day  has  arrived  for  "all  hands  and  the  cook,"  and  yours 
truly  certainly  expects  his  subscribers  to  pay  up  arrears.  There 
is  no  excuse  for  not  doing  so,  and  a  man  of  any  sensibility  should 
be  ashamed  to  take  a  journal  year  after  year  and  not  pay  for  it. 
Our  subscribers  who  have  been  prompt  have  our  grateful  acknowl- 
edgements, and  we  hope,  they  will  promptly  pay  for  the  current 
volume — (5) — beginning  July,  1889.  Small  favors  thankfully 
received,  and  we  will  remember  in  our  prayers  all  who  remit  on 
receipt  of  this  splendid  issue  of  the  Journal. 


Removals. — Gr.  G.  B.  Turner  has  removed  from  Richmond 
to  Temple. 

Dr.  Iy.  Merri wether  from  Waxahachie  to  Grapeland. 
Dr.  R.  A.  Taylor  from  Millwood  to  Nevada,  same  county, 
Collin. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Watkins,  from  San  Angelo  to  Stony  Point,  Van 
Zandt  county. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Salado,  is  at  the  N.  Y.  Polyclinic,  at- 
tending a  special  course. 


Dr.  I.  N.  Love,  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  New  England  Medical 
Monthly,  gives  a  glowing  account  of  his  trip,  in  company  with 
a  number  of  other  distinguished  gentlemen,  to  the  celebrated 
manufacturing  establishment  of  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  and 
Lacta  Preparata.  He  says,  Goshen  is  veritably  a  land  flowing 
with  milk — if  not  with  honey,  and  he  describes,  in  detail,  the 
process  by  which  these  infant  foods  are  prepared — testifying  at 
the  same  time  to  their  absolute  purity  and  fitness  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  are  recommended,  and  so  largely  used.  See 
Reed  &  Carnrick's  advertisement. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


FALSE  SWEARING. 


FICTITIOUS  COURT  DECISIONS   BACKED  UP  BY  LYING  AFFIDAVITS 
FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  SELLING  A  SUBSTITUTE  EXTRACT. 


To  the  Medical  Profession: 

Physicians  who  have  been  induced  to  prescribe  the  substitute 
Hoft's  Malt  Extract,  which  is  put  up  in  a.sho?ty  squatty  bottle, 
bearing  the  name  of  "Johann  Hoff,"  and  "Moritz  Eisner"  on  the 
neck,  and  sold  as  the  genuine  or  the  imported  Hoffs  Malt  Ex- 
tract, will  no  doubt,  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  proprietors  of 
that  article  have  just  been  convicted  in  a  Berlin  court,  of  circulat- 
ing a  fictitious  and  maliciously  false  court  decision  and  of  swear- 
ing to  a  false  affidavit. 

The  genuine  Hoff's  Malt  Extract  was  introduced  into  this 
country  in  1S66  by  the  manufacturer,  Mr.  Hoff,  of  Hamburg,  and 
was  sold  in  a  shot  t,  squatty  bottle.  In  1869  a  new  slender  and 
handsome  green  bottle  was  adopted  for  the  sales  in  this  market, 
and  the  agency  for  the  United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  of 
North  America  was  transferred  to  us. 

In  1880  a  newfom,  styling  itself  "Johann  Hoff,"  started  up  in 
Berlin,  and  began  mixing  and  putting  on  the  market  a  substitute 
Hoff 's  Malt  Extract.  Moritz  Eisner,  then  of  Philadelphia,  now 
of  the  Eisner  &  Mendelson  Company,  No.  6.  Barclay  street,  New 
York,  became  the  American  agent. 

The  manufacturers  of  this  substitute  adopted  the  bottle  which 
had  been  abandoned  for  this  market,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  this  led  to  some  confusion. 

Lawsuits  followed,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Germany,  and 
in  every  instance  the  cases  wete  dismissed  at  the  cost  of  this  new  fit  m. 
They  then  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  German  Em- 
pire. On  a  technicality  the  case  was  sent  back  to  the  lower 
court  for  a  retrial.  In  Ma}*,  1887,  there  appeared  in  various 
trade  and  medical  journals  (and  notably  in  the  Oil,  Paint  and 
Drug  Repoyter,  of  New  York)  an  article  headed  "Another  De- 
cision on  HofTs  Malt  Extract."  It  reflected  severely  upon  our 
firm  and  upon  Mr.  Leopold  Hoff.  It  purported  to  be  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  German  Empire,  and  was 
signed  "Reuling,  Judge."  We  promptly  denied  the  authenti- 
city of  this  document,  as  did  Mr.  Leopold  Hoff,  whereupon  the 
Eisner  &  Mendelson  Company,  in  a  letter  printed  in  the  Oil, 
Paint  and  Drug  Repoitet ,  of  June  22,  1887,  without  attempting 
to  answer  our  allegations  concerning  the  spurious  character  of 
the  article  whose  insertion  was  caused  by  them,  stated  that  they 
had  in  their  possession  an  exact  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  Ger- 
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man  Supreme  Court  for  any  one's  perusal,  and  printed  in  the 
letter  the  names  in  full  of  the  judges  who  signed  the  genuine  de- 
cision. If  the}-  had,  they  must  have  known  the  document  which 
had  already  appeared,  and  which  was  freely  circulated  through 
the  mails  over  a  year  afterwards,  was  fraudulent.  An  investi- 
gation proved  the  document  to  be  a  garbled  copy  of  the  plea  of  a 
lawyer,  named  Reuling,  who  argued  the  case  of  the  firm  styling 
itself  Johann  Hoff  before  the  German  Supreme  Court. 

In  January,  1888,  Max  Martin  Hoff,  one  of  the  partners  of  the 
so-called  firm  '  'Johann  Hoff, ' '  for  whom  the  Eisner  &  Mendel- 
son  Company  are  agents,  made  an  affidavit  before  a  Philadelphia 
notary  public  that  their  lawyer's  plea,  which  had  been  published 
as  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  German  Empire, 
was  a  tme  and  coirect  copy  of  that  decision,  and  this  lying  affida- 
vat  with  the  false  court  decision  were  printed  side  by  side  and 
circulated  extensively  among  the  medical  men  and  drug  trade  of 
this  country.  At  the  time  he  made  this  affidavit  he  was  then  in 
Philadelphia,  superintending  the  mixing  of  the  substitute  article 
on  the  premises  of  the  G.  Manz  Brewing  Company,  Sixth  and 
Clearfield  streets. 

Copies  of  these  publications  being  sent  to  Mr.  Leopold  Hoff, 
he  promptly  sued  the  Berlin  firm  for  damages  and  to  enjoin  them 
from  their  further  circulation,  and  on  June  13,  1889,  the  following 
decision  was  rendered,  which  we  reproduce  as  cabled  to  us  Mr. 
Lang,  the  then  U.  S.  Consul  at  Hamburg,  per  our  request: 

"Hamburg,  June  28,  1889. 

"Tarrant  &  Co.,  New  York:  As  requested,  I  send  extract 
translated  from  certified  decision  of  the  Berlin  Court  Prussian 
Royal  Landsgericht,  rendered  June  13,  1889,  in  the  case  of  Leo- 
pold Hoff  vs.  'Johann  HofT: 

"Defendants  admit  that  they  have  sent  to  Eisner  &  Mendelson 
the  paper  filed  by  their  lawyer,  Reuling,  in  the  Hamburg  Re- 
vision case.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  defendants  have  done  it 
in  order  that  the  paper  should  be  used  by  their  agents  for  adver- 
tising their  preparation  against  plaintiff  or  Tarrant  &  Co. 

"The  defendants  say  the  publication  was  only  an  error  of  their 
agents  (Eisner  &  Mendelson  Co.),  but  it  is  clear  that  the  defend- 
ants have  directly  ordered  their  agents  to  publish  their  own  pa- 
per as  the  decision  of  the  Reichsgericht.  According  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Court  this  intention  existed  from  the  beginning.  Max 
Martin  Hoff  admits  having  confirmed  the  statement  that  the  pub- 
lished decision  is  that  of  Reichsgericht,  but  it  is  proved  that  he 
has  sworn  to  it.  By  signing  the  affidavit  he  has  acted  carelessly 
in  the  highest  degree  if  he  has  sworn  without  taking  notice  of 
the  contents  of  the  paper,  and  it  must  be  taken  that  Max  Martin 
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Hofif  swore  to  the  paper  with  the  intention  of  maintaining  the 
publication  that  the  same  is  the  decision  of  the  Reichsgericht. 

"Decision  as  to  the  amount  of  damages  is  reserved. 

"(Signed)  Lang,  U.  S.  Consul." 

What  a  terrible  rebuke  this  is  to  both  the  proprietors  and  the 
agents  of  this  substitute  extract! 

What  confidence  can  be  placed  in  the  virtue  of  a  preparation 
or  upon  the  claim  of  a  firm  convicted  of  circulating  false  court 
decisions  and  of  swearing  to  lying  affidavits? 

Will  the  medical  profession  jeopardize  the  health  of  their  pa- 
tients by  allowing  them  to  take  the  mixtiues  of  such  unprinci- 
pled parties. 

Whether  they  mix  their  preparation  in  Berlin  or  in  Philadel- 
phia, any  physician  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  it  will 
find  it  to  be  a  light,  sour  and  nauseous  liquid,  bearing  evidence 
in  odor,  taste  and  appearance  of  a  doctoyed  beer,  having  the  effect 
of  a  stimulant,  while  the  genuine  and  original  HofFs  Malt, 
"  TarranV 5,"  is  a  nutrient.  In  this  connection  we  desire  to  say 
that  complaints  frequently  reach  us  to  the  effect  that  "patients 
are  nauseated  and  unable  to  retain  the  Malt,  but  upon  investiga- 
tion we  have  found  in  every  instance  that  it  was  the  substitute 
Hoff  s  Malt  that  was  complained  of.  We  have  also  learned  that, 
failing  to  get  results  from  using  the  squatty  bottle,  many  physi- 
cians (supposing  that  to  be  the  genuine  article)  have  abandoned 
the  use  of  Hoffs  Malt. 

In  order  to  protect  physicians  and  their  patients,  and  draw  an 
unmistakable  line  between  the  original  and  the  substitute,  the 
original  and  genuine  imported  preparation  is  now  labeled 

Hoffs  Malt  Extract,  1  at 7 ant's, 
and  if,  when  prescribing,  physicians  will  specify  "Tarrant"  no 
mistakes  can  occur.  The  genuine  article,  as  stated  above,  is  put 
up  in  a  slender  green  bottle.  It  is  of  agreeable  taste  and  besides 
being  the  original  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  liquid  malt  on  the 
market. 

It  is  recognized  by  many  of  our  leading  physicians  as  a  stand- 
ard nutritive  tonic  for  convalescents,  nursing  mothers,  sick  chil- 
dren and  in  all  wasting  diseases.  It  is  a  safe,  pleasant  appetizer 
and  invigorant,  and  was  recommended  by  no  less  an  authority 
than  the  late  J.  Milner  Fothergill,  M.  D.,  as  a  food  in  typhoid  fever. 

HofFs  Malt,  TarranV  s,  has  been  imported  continuously  by  us 
from  Hamburg  since  1869,  and  all  that  we  have  ever  received  or 
sold  has  been  manufactured  in  the  factory  of  Mr.  L,eopld  Hoff, 
who  originally  introduced  this  preparation  into  the  United  States 
in  1866.  L  Tarrant  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Established  1854. 
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"Publisher's  J^otes. 

Attention  is  called  to  two  new  advertisements  in  this  issue: 
Burn  Brae  and  Hammond's  Sanitarium;  read  them. 

It  Pays  us  Well. — We  continue  our  advertisement  in  your 
journal  for  the  reason  that  we  are  confident  that  it  has  paid  us 
well.  Reed  &  Carnrick,  New  York. 

One  of  the  Very  Best. — We  consider  Daniel's  Texas 
Medical  Journal  one  of  the  best  advertising  mediums  in  the 
country.    You  may  count  on  us  as  permanent  patrons. 

Sharp  &  Dohme,  Baltimore. 

L.  C.  Carr,  M.  D.,  professor  of  obstetrics,  Cincinnati  College 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  says:  I  have  given 
Papine  (Battle)  a  fair  trial  and  am  well  pleased  with  its  action, 
especially  so  in  the  case  of  an  intant  suffering  with  an  attack  of 
convulsions.    Its  action  was  speedy  and  safe. 

The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  renews  its  yearly  advertise- 
ment; read  it.  Prof.  Wathen  informs  us  that  the  class  contains 
a  larger  proportion  of  Texans  than  ever  heretofore.  By  the  by, 
wrrite  to  Dr.  Wathen  for  reprints  of  his  several  excellent  recent 
contributions  to  the  literature  or  gynecology;  they  are  highly  in- 
teresting and  important. 

Barry's  New  Twin-bulb  Thermometer  is  a  great  improve- 
ment; a  large  surface  is  exposed,  and  hence  the  mercury  runs  up 
more  rapidly.  "With  temperature  at  6o°  if  immersed  in  water 
at  1050"  Barry  says:  "It  will  'get  there'  in  less  than  twenty 
seconds."  "The  welding  of  both  bulls  into  one  makes  it  the 
most  sensative  thermometer  in  use."    See  advertisement. 

We  print  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  our  Journal  some  remark- 
able statements  from  the  well  know  manufacturing  and  import- 
ing druggists,  Messrs.  Tarrant  &  Co.,  New  York,  which  are 
based  upon  a  recent  court  decision  in  Berlin.  Every  physician 
who  is  interested  in  preventing  substitutions,  or  in  obtaining 
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genuine  preparations,  should  give  the  communication  a  careful 
persual.  The  time  has  gone  by  when  business  can  long  thrive 
through  false  swearing. 

Better  than  a  Picnic. — The  manager  of  a  large  Northern 
firm,  in  sending  us  a  batch  of  ads.,  takes  occasion  to  say: 

"The  Red-back  Star  of  the  Great  Southwest"  is  the  most 
original  and  raciest  thing  in  the  way  of  a  journal  that  comes  to 
this  office.  Each  month,  as  soon  as  it  arrives,  we  suspend  oper- 
ations, and  the  head  of  the  house  reads  its  editorials  to  the  en- 
tire force.  It  costs  money  (in  wages)  to  enjoy  it,  but  we  are 
always  glad  to  see  it.  1  congratulate  you  on  your  Elixir  of  Life 
editorial,  in  August  number. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Messts.  Reed  &  Cat?iick: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  milk  question  as  it  affects  infants  who  are  deprived  of  their 
mother's  breast,  and  have  discussed  it  editorially  and  otherwise. 
This  summer  I  have  had  the  question  forced  upon  me  practi- 
cally, as  the  result  of  the  illness  of  my  wife,  necessitating  the 
weaning  of  our  baby  and  supplying  her  with  some  artificial  sub- 
stitute. I  have  thus  given  a  practical  test  of  Cararick's  Soluble 
Food  and  have  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result,  as  our  lit- 
tle one  has  thriven  on  that  food,  I  think  as  perfectly  as  if  the 
mother  had  been  able  to  nurse  her.  Though  this  has  been  her 
"second  summer,"  she  has  not  had  any  disturbance  of  digestion 
or  tendency  to  diarrhoea  at  all.  Dr.  E.  M.  Wilson. 

In  Fermentative  Disorders  of  the  Stomach,  and  in  cor- 
responding forms  of  diarrhoea,  we  consider  Listerine  certainly  a 
safe,  and  also  a  valuable  preparation.  It  is  not  at  all  unpleasant 
to  take  when  properly  diluted;  especially,  then,  as  an  internal 
antiseptic  do  we  recommend  its  use.  It  is,  however,  largely 
used  as  an  external  antiseptic,  and  its  oily  constituents  give  it  a 
more  healing  and  penetrating  power  than  is  possessed  by  a  purely 
mineral  solution.  As  a  toilet  antiseptic  to  use  after  a  post- 
mortem, or  similar  work,  Listerine,  with  its  pleasant  odor,  needs 
only  to  be  tried  to  find  a  permanent  place  there.  Listerine  is  a 
very  attractive  looking  preparation,  the  liquid  being  crystal  clear,. 
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with  no  sediment  or  undissolved  oils  whatever.  The  Lambert 
Ph.  Co.  have  introduced  their  product  strictly  through  the  pro- 
fession, which  attests  their  faith  in  its  efficiency. — Maritime  Med- 
ical News,  Halifax,  N.  S. 


Menorrhagia,  Leucorrhea. — Macadam  Grigor,  L.  R.  C. 
P.,  Alexandra  Avenue,  Battersea  Park,  London,  says:  F.  O., 
widow,  32  years  of  age,  one  child,  suffered  for  years,  and  was 
frequently  under  medical  treatment,  getting  little  or  no  relief. 
When  she  came  under  my  care,  about  three  months  ago,  I  found 
her  very  weak  and  anaemic,  complained  of  pain  in  her  left  hypo- 
gastric region,  and  sympathetic  vomiting.  She  told  me  that  at 
the  menstrual  period  she  nearly  flooded,  and  between  the  times, 
only  fourteen  days,  she  suffered  very  much  with  the  whites.  I 
ovary,  thoroughly  examined  her,  and  diagnosed:  Irritation  of  left 
mennorrhea,  leucorrhea,  prolapsus  with  anteversion  of  uterus, 
inflamed  meatus  urinaris,  the  effect  of  this  being  anaemia.  Under 
treatment  she  improved  in  general  health,  but  still  the  menor- 
rhagia  and  leucorrhea  continued,  though  I  had  exhausted  the 
remedies  used  in  such  cases.  When  the  Aletris  Cordial  came 
under  my  notice  about  six  months  ago,  I  put  my  patient  under 
its  treatment,  with  the  result  that  the  menorrhea  and  leucorrhea 
have  ceased,  and  the  slight  prolapsus  uteri  gives  no  discomfort. 
I  may  state  that  I  still  keep  her  under  the  tonic. 

THERAPEUTIC  NOTES  OF  SOME  OF  THE  NEWER  MEDICAMENTS. 

CONDURANGO  WINE. 

Although  condurango  has  not  entirely  justified  the  claims 
made  for  it  in  the  treatnent  of  cancer,  the  experiments  made  with 
it  have  demonstrated  its  utility  as  a  stomachic,  and  in  the  form 
of  condurango  wine  it  has  grown  to  be  very  much  in  demand, 
especially  in  Europe.  One  fluidounce  of  the  wine  represents  60 
grains  of  condurango  bark.  Dose,  one-half  to  one  fluidounce. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  supply  the  wine  and  also  a  fluid  and  solid 
extract  of  this  drug,  and  will  also  mail,  on  request,  a  working 
bulletin  on  condurango  to  physicians  who  wish  more  detailed  in- 
formation concerning  it. 

arsenite  of  copper  tablets,  i-ioo  grain. 

An  article  by  Dr.  J.  Aulde  on  the  application  of  arsenite  of 
copper  in  bowel  affections,  and  especially  in  the  diarrhoea  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  was  published  in  the  July,  1889,  Therapeutic  Ga- 
zette. The  results  obtained  by  this  investigation  were  so  favor- 
able to  this  remedy  that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  added  to  their  list 
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of  tablets  a  i-ioo  grain  arsenite  of  copper  tablet,  which  makes  a 
convenient  method  of  preparing  the  solution  commended  by  Dr. 
Aulde.  One  tablet  should  be  dissolved  in  three,  four  to  six 
ounces  of  water,  of  which  the  dose  is  a  teaspoonful.  [Reprints 
of  Dr.  Aulde' s  article  furnished  physicians  by  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.  on  request. 

PIX.  SALINE  CHALYBEATE  TONIC  (FLINT'S). 

In  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  May  18,  1889,  Prof.  Austin 
Flint,  M.  D.,  speaks  very  highly  of  the  following  formula  as  a 
tonic  in  Bright' s  disease,  and  also  in  simple  anaemia,  stating  that 
he  has  given  it  in  nearly  every  case  in  private  practice  in  which 
a  chalybeate  tonic  was  indicated  for  some  time  past,  and  in  only 
one  case  out  of  35  did  it  fail  to  cause  marked  improvement.  Prof. 
Flint  states  also  that  in  five  cases  of  Bright' s  disease,  of  which 
he  has  notes,  this  formula  was  the  only  medicinal  remedy  em- 
ployed. In  all  cases  the  tonic  seemed  to  exert  an  influence  on 
the  quantity  of  albumen  in  the  urine.  Dr.  Flint's  formula  is  as 
follows: 


Magnes.  carb.  gr.  iij. 
Calc.  phos.  praecip.  3  ss. 
Calc.  carb.  s;r.  iij. 
Ferri  redacti  gr.  xxvij. 
Ferri  carb.  gr.  iij. 


R  Sodii  chloridii  (CP.)  Z  iij. 

Potassi  chloridi  (C.  P.)  gr,  ix. 

Potassi  sulph.  (C.  P.)  gr,  vi. 

Potassi  carb.  gr.  iij. 

Sodi  carb.  (C.  P.)  gr.  xxxvj. 
M. — In  capsules,  No.  60. 
Sig. — Two  capsules  three  times  a  day,  after  eating. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  anaemia,  etc.,  in  which  iron 
was  strongly  indicated,  the  tonic  seemed  to  act  much  more 
promptly  and  favorably  than  the  chalybeates  usually  employed. 
In  a  certain  number  of  cases  in  which  patients  stated  that  "they 
conld  not  take  iron  in  any  form,"  the  tonic  produced  no  unpleas- 
ant effects. 

This  tormula  is  now  furnished  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  in  pill 
form,  and  reprints  of  Dr.  Flint's  article  from  the  New  York  Med- 
ical Journal  will  be  sent  to  doctors  indicating  their  wish  for 
them. 

SALIX  NIGRA. 

This  remedy  has  been  used  with  much  success  as  a  sexual 
sedative  in  the  treatment  of  masturbation,  excessive  venery, 
spermatorrhoea  and  ovarian  disease.  As  a  sexual  sedative  the 
fluid  extract  of  the  buds  is  considered  the  most  efficient.  Dose, 
^  to  1  fluiddrachm,  not  miscible  with  water.  As  a  general  tonic 
and  antiperiodic  the  fluid  extract  of  the  bark  is  employed  with 
advantage.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  make  both  these  extracts  and 
will  mail  to  the  medical  profession  on  demand  working  bulletin 
giving  botanical  description,  medical  activity,  use  and  notes  of 
cases. 
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that  we  are  not  resp  >mihle  for,  ntir  do  we  indorse  the,  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
by  so  doing. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

COMPOUND  PRESENTATION. 


BY.   R.   H.  L.  BIBB,   M.  D.,  SALTILXO,  MEXICO. 


Ayf  RS.  P.,  a  small,  healthy  multipara,  thirty  years  of  age,  ex- 
pected  her  fifth  confinement  about  the  first  of  Ootober,  and 
engaged  my  services  for  the  occasion. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  September,  I  was  summoned,  very  hur- 
riedly, to  visit  Mrs.  P.  I  found  her  in  bed,  very  greatly  agitated, 
and  learned  from  her  that  a  half  hour  previous  to  my  arrival, 
while  standing,  bending  over  a  table,  she  felt  something  give  way 
and  that  the  sensation  was  accompanied  by  the  discharge  of  an 
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enormous  quantity  of  water — that  she  was  deluged.  She  said  she 
felt  but  little  pain  at  the  time,  and  but  little  since,  and  that,  aside 
from  the  exceptional — with  her — distension  of  the  abdomen — 
which  she  claimed  to  have  been  twice  as  large  as  with  her  former 
pregnancies — and  its  attending  inconveniences,  nothing  unusual 
had  attracted  her  attention  during  the  present  gestation.  Her 
prevenient  accouchements  had  been  normal  in  every  respect. 

On  making  a  digital  examination — I  presumed  there  had  been 
rupture  of  the  amnion  and  escape  of  its  fluid — I  found  one  hand, 
left,  and  a  portion  of  the  funis,  in  the  vagina;  the  head, — in  the 
fifth,  Leisman's  fourth,  cranial  position, — the  right  hand  and  the 
left  foot,  presenting  at  the  partially,  about  one  third,  dilated  os. 

My  old  friend  and  confrere,  Dr.  Smith,  being  close  at  hand, 
and  wishing  to  avail  myself  of  his  experience  and  assistance  in 
the  management  of  the  case,  his  presence  wras  requested.  The 
doctor  agreed  with  me,  that  the  parts  were  presenting  as  detailed 
above;  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  turning,  and 
kindly  consented  to  administer  chloroform,  while  I  should  make 
version.  With  this  end  in  view,  the  patient  chloroformed,  placed 
in  the  dorsal  position,  and  observing  as  closely  as  possible,  the 
principles  of  antiseptic  midwifery  so  strenuously  insisted  on  by 
Garrigues*  I  introduced  my  right  hand,  pushed  the  head  up 
towards  the  mother's  left  side,  siezed  the  presenting  foot  and  at- 
tempted to  turn  by  making  traction  upon  it,  aided  by  external 
manipulation.  Failing  in  this,  and  fearing  to  make  greater  trac- 
tion force  than  that  already  applied,  I  passed  a  running  noose  of 
tape  around  the  ankle  of  the  presenting  foot,  in  order  not  to  dis- 
place it,  and  sought  for,  and  caught  hold  of  the  other  foot.  With 
this  in  hand,  during  complete  uterine  relaxation,  version  was 
easily  accomplished  by  bringing  the  right  foot  down  by  the  side 
of,  and  out  at,  the  vulva  with  its  fellow,  thus  converting  a  com- 
plicated fifth  cranial  position  into  something  like  a  second  breech 
position. 

I  now  requested  my  assistant  to  discontinue  the  anesthetic — it 
had  not  been  pushed  much  beyond  so-called  obstetric  anesthesia 
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— and  to  make  firm  pressure  over  the  uterine  fundus,  and  to  fol- 
low the  head  down  closely,  as  I  extracted  the  foetus.  This  the 
doctor  did  so  intelligently  and  so  successfully,  that  I  had  no 
trouble  in  delivering  the  hips,  body,  shoulders,  and  arms  in 
rapid  succession.  The  child  was  now  gasping,  and  the  cord 
pulseless — it  had  been  drawn  down  and  protected  as  far  as  possi- 
ble— so  I  quickly  passed  the  palmar  aspect  of  the  index  and  mid- 
dle fingers  of  my  left  hand,  along  the  front  of  the  child's  neck, 
up  over  the  chin,  into  its  mouth,  and  made  traction  downwards, 
by  gently  pulling  wTith  the  fingers  in  the  mouth,  while  with  my 
right  hand,  I  expressed  the  head  out  of  the  pelvis,  as  it  were,  by 
grasping  hold  of  the  occiput  through  the  abdominal — as  in  the 
Wigand-Martin  method — in  the  direction  of  axis  of  the  superior 
strait,*  thus  bringing  to  a  happy  termination,  for  both  mother 
and  child,  a  unique,  and  a  highly  interesting  case  of  midwifery. 
JJj  As  there  was  neither  cupping  of  the  fundus,  uterine  tetanus, 
cervical  obstruction,  nor  impaction  of  the  shoulder, — the  chief 
impediments  to  version, — and  as  my  efforts  to  turn  were  made 
with  considerable  force,  during  uterine  relaxation  and  under 
chloroform,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  failure  of  my  first 
attempt.  The  placenta,  a  large  one,  was  attached  to  the  right 
antero-lateral  half  of  the  uterus,  but  in  my  humble  opinion  pre- 
sented no  obstacle  to  version. 

It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  had  the  temerity  to  designate 
as  unique  the  case  herein  recorded.  This  was  not  done  in  the 
belief  that  no  such  case  had  been  observed  by  others;  but  for  the 
reason  that  with  me  the  case  was  unique,  and  for  the  further 
reason  that  I  have  never  seen  a  case  reported  presenting  the  com- 
plications of  the  one  to  which  I  here  call  attention.  Leishman 
(t)  reports  having  met  with  a  case  where  "the  head,  hand,  foot 
and  cord,"  presented,  and  La  Motte  (t)  relates  one  wThere  "the 

*I  have  used  this  method  on  various  occasions,  with  like  happy  results, 
and  I  commend  it,  most  heartily,  to  those  having  to  deal  with  'head  last' 
cases. 

(t)    Sys.  of  Midwifery,  p.  354. 

(+)    Quoted  by  Parwin,  Amer.  Sys.  Obstet.,  vol.  1,  p  758. 
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head,  the  hands  and  one  of  the  feet  presented."  This  case  dif- 
fers from  Irishman's  in  that  both  hands  presented,  and  from  L,a 
Motte's  in  the  prolapse  of  the  cord. 

Parvin  (§)  says,  "all  authors  who  have  written  upon  this  sub- 
ject *  *  have  admitted  as  predisposing  or  occassional  causes" 
of  compound  presentations,  the  small  size  of  the  foetus,  the 
abundance  of  the  amniotic  liquor,  its  rapid  discharge,  oblique 
presentation  of  the  foetus,  and,  finally,  vices  of  conformation  of 
the  pelvis:"  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  "Charpentier  adds  to 
these  causes  rupture  of  the  membranes,  while  the  woman  is 
standing,  and  unskilful  or  untimely  efforts  to  perform  version." 

In  this  case  the  child  weighed  seven  pounds;  there  was  no 
vice  of  conformation  of  the  pelvis;  there  was  no  unskilful  or  un- 
timely efforts  to  perform  version;  but  there  was  an  abundance  of 
amniotic  liquor,  and  its  rapid  discharge,  while  the  patient  was 
standing,  benidng  over  a  table,  hence,  I  conclude  that  the  latter 
had  more  to  do  than  the  oblique  presentation  of  the  foetus  did, 
with  producing  the  compound  presentation  described  above. 

Note. — Since  the  above  was  written,  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  Paine,  of  Galveston,  (Trans.  T. 
S.  M.  A.,  1885,  p.  361),  where  "the  face,  both  hands,  one  foot, 
and  cord"  presented. 


(?)    Amer.  Sys.Obstet,  vol.  I,  p.  758. 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  ECLAMPSIA,  WITH  NOTES* 


BY  B.  F.  KINGSLKY,  M.  D. ,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEX. 


Read  at  annual  meeting  West  Texas  Medical  Society,  and  referred  to  this, 
the  official  organ,  for  publication. 

I REGRET  that  my  limited  time  has  prevented  me  from  pre- 
senting the  case  in  a  more  acceptable  form;  but  I  cannot 
forego  the  opportunity  to  offer  a  sketch  of  the  case,  imperfect 
and  hasty  as  it  is,  for  a  twofold  reason:  first,  for  its  intrinsic 
history;  and,  second,  to  illustrate  and  emphasize  the  value  of 
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treatment  of  this  disease  by  veratruru  viridi, — a  remedy  I  believe 
to  be  more  efficacious  than  any  other,  perhaps  all  others,  in  a 
vast  majority  of  cases. 

I  say  majority,  for  I  recognize  the  probable  fact  that  all  cases 
of  puerperal  convulsions  are  not  due  to  one  and  the  same  cause; 
therefore  the  same  treatment  would  not  be  applicable.  Bach 
case  must  be  studied  independently,  and  the  varying  conditions 
of  temperament,  pulse,  respiration,  temperature,  skin,  bowels, 
bladder  and  urine  noted,  and  treatment  governed  accordingly. 

Yet  in  spite  of  this  diversity  in  symptomatology  and  etiology, 
I  believe  that  certain  pretty  regular,  well  dinned  symptoms 
characterize  a  large  majority  of  cases,  these,  of  course,  differing 
in  character  and  severity.  I  am  led  to  this  conclusion  from  the 
fact  that  albuminuria  is  more  largely  discussed  by  authors  in 
treating  of  this  disease  than  any  other  cause.  This  is  caused  by 
reasons  which  will  appear  later  on,  and  in  turn  produce  ulti- 
mately the  convulsions  and  other  phenomena.  And  also  for  the 
reason  that  in  all  the  cases  I  have  ever  seen,  six  in  number,  this 
was  a  conspicuous  symptom  among  others,  which  inevitably 
follow  sooner  or  later;  and  I  uphold  and  laud  the  virtues  of 
veratrum  because  I  have  used  it  in  four  cases  and  saved  my  pa- 
tients, whereas  in  the  other  two,  treated  with  chloral  hydrate, 
and  both  post  partum,  where  the  mortality  is  least,  I  lost  both. 

Was  called  at  12:30  p.  nr.,  September  28,  1888,  by  my  sister, 
Dr.  Josephine  Kingsley,  to  assist  in  a  case  of  labor  complicated 
with  convulsions.  After  some  delay  I  arrived  an  hour  later,  to 
find  the  woman,  a  small,  well  nourished  Mexican,  delivered,  but 
in  a  convulsion.  She  had  been  given  chloroform  during  the 
hour  or  hour  and  a  half  necessary  to  deliver.  I  at  once  gave 
twenty  grains  of  antipyrine  hypodermically  that  happened  to  be 
in  the  house,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  ten  grains  more,  and  ordered 
some  Norwood's  tr.  veratrum  viridi.  In  the  mean  time  I  ob- 
tained the  following  history:  Labor  pains  and  convulsions  came 
on  simultaneously  at  4  a.  m.,  September  28,  1888,  and  an  irreg- 
ular physician  was  called,  who,  without  making  any  examina- 
tion, informed  the  patient's  friends  she  would  be  confined  in 
about  five  days,  and  proceeded  to  put  into  practice  the  masterly 
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plan  of  expectancy,  by  giving  chloroform  through  seven  weary 
hours,  with  the  woman  at  term,  and  every  moment  the  convul- 
sions increasing  in  force  and  frequency.  At  n  a.  m.  a  change 
of  physicians  was  decided  upon,  and  my  sister,  Dr.  Josephine 
Kingsley,  was  sent  for,  who  responded  to  the  call  promptly. 
She  at  once  instituted  an  examination,  and  found  the  os  only 
sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  index  finger,  and  rather  rigid. 
The  patient  had  had,  they  said,  nearly  one  hundred  convulsions, 
which  number  was  doubtless  considerably  overestimated.  My 
estimate  was  eight}'.  At  this  crisis  there  seemed  to  be  only  one 
thing  to  do,  and  that  promptly:  dilate  and  empty  the  womb  as 
speedily  as  possible.  This  she  succeeded  in  accomplishing  after 
the  laborious  effort  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  After  dilating  suffi- 
ciently, the  head  was  found  to  present  in  the  R.  O.  A.  position, 
the  forceps  were  applied,  and  a  large,  living  male  child  delivered, 
with  a  median  perineal  laceration.  The  convulsions  continued. 
Shortly  after  this  I  arrived,  and  simultaneously  Dr.  J.  Kingsley 
was  called  to  attend  another  labor  case,  and  I  took  charge  of  the 
patient. 

After  giving  her  the  antipyrine  before  mentioned,  and  the  ver- 
atrum  having  arrived,  I  gave  five  m.  hypodermically.  In  pur- 
suing my  inquiries,  I  found  she  had  suffered  in  no  unusual  way 
during  gestation,  save  from  moderate  swelling  of  feet,  which  did 
not  inconvenience  her;  that  she  was  a  primipara,  married  sixteen 
months;  miscarried  three  months  after  marriage;  pulse  144,  and 
bounding;  respiration  30;  temperature  102;  tongue  heavily 
coated;  skin  dry,  patient  profoundly  comatose.  In  about  fifteen 
minutes,  I  gave  her  a  second  dose  of  five  m.,  and  a  third  dose  of 
five  m.  in  fifteen  minutes  more.  By  this  time  the  pulse  became 
perceptibly  affected,  but  I  gave  three  m.  more,  and  proceeded  to 
examine  the  urine,  a  sample  of  which  I  obtained  with  the  cathe- 
ter. A  small  quantity  placed  in  a  clean  bottle  and  heated  over  a 
lamp,  solidified  completely.  • 

I  now  returned  to  my  patient,  who  had  had  no  convulsion 
after  the  first  dose  of  veratrum  had  been  given,  to  find  her  pulse 
barely  perceptible.  I  was  much  alarmed,  lest  she  would  die 
promptly  from  the  effects  of  my  favorite  remedy.   I  hurriedly  in- 
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jected  into  her  arm  half  a  drachm  of  whiskey,  which  I  repeated 
three  times  within  half  an  hour.  With  this  her  pulse  regained 
its  regularity,  and  considerable  volume.  I  remained  an  hour 
longer,  and  when  I  left  her  pulse  was  sixty,  and  not  quite  so  full 
and  strong  as  normal.  I  returned  two  hours  later,  with  Dr.  J. 
Kingsley,  and  repaired  the  laceration  with  three  stitches,  and 
sprinkled  it  with  iodoform.  Found  the  pulse  nearly  normal,  and 
left  directions  that  the  veratrum  should  be  given,  five  drops 
every  three  or  four  hours,  should  the  pulse  get  more  frequent. 
I  left  directions  for  a  warm  carbolized  vaginal  injection  to  be 
given  night  and  morning. 

Upon  my  return  the  next  morning,  I  found  the  pulse  100. 
She  was  comatose,  but  had  rested  quietly  during  the  night. 
Continued  veratrum,  and  prescribed  acetate  of  potash,  F.  E. 
buchu,  and  tincture  hyoscyamus  three  times  a  day.  By  night 
of  second  day  there  were  evidences  of  returning  consciousness. 
She  was  pretty  restless  during  the  day.  The  second  night  I 
gave  her  bromides.  The  third  day  she  was  semi-conscious. 
The  same  treatment  was  continued,  in  diminishing  quantities, 
for  about  two  weeks,  during  which  she  continued  to  improve, 
and  was  nearly  ready  to  get  up,  though  not  without  a  trace  of 
mental  inco-ordination,  when  she  was  siezed  with  mania,  under 
which  she  talked  incessantly,  and  was  very  restless.  Her  tem- 
perature, that  had  been  normal  for  some  time,  went  up  to  a 
hundred  and  three;  her  tongue  became  coated,  the  perineal  rent 
had  healed,  and  there  was  no  way  to  account  for  this  attack,  un- 
less by  charging  it  to  a  bilious  attack.  In  a  few  days,  from  the 
effect  of  a  mercurial  purge  and  quinine,  she  became  better.  Her 
fever  left,  and  pulse  improved.  This  mental  aberation  continued, 
in  a  mild  form,  for  two  weeks,  when  she  became  rational,  and  in 
two  weeks  more  was  up  and  out,  and  to-day  is  well  and  hearty. 

The  child  died  four  months  after  birth  from  inanition. 

Now,  the  point  I  wish  to  emphasize  and  uphold  is,  that  cer- 
tain symptoms  or  succession  of  phenomena  characterize  eclamp- 
sia with  as  much  regularity,  as  any  set  of  symptoms  character- 
ize any  other  given  disease;  1st,  That  owing  to  undue  pressure 
upon  the  ureters,  or  one  %or  both  kidneys,  or  upon  the  pelvic 
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nerves  or  vessels,  whereby  the  nervous  or  vascular  supply  is  de- 
ranged, there  sooner  or  later  appears  albumen  in  the  urine.  That 
albumen  is  found  in  the  urine  in  other  condition,  as  in  Bright' s 
disease,  for  instance,  without  convulsions,  I  can  not  deny,  nor 
have  I  time  to  discuss,  but  suffice  it  to  sa}^,  that  owing  to  the 
renal  derangement  due  to  pressure,  in  itself  a  constant  irritant, 
and  of  great  significance,  there  finally  appears  renal  hj^persernia, 
then  inflammation  and  albuminurea  and  probable  absorption  of 
other  urinary  products  into  the  blood,  possibly  the  formation  of 
ptomaines,  nntil  finally  the  convulsion  occurs.  That  the  pres- 
sure alone  on  some  pelvic  tissue  is  sufficient  to  cause  convulsions 
regardless  of  the  condition  of  the  kidney,  is  maintained  by  Prof. 
A.  F.  A.  King,  of  Washington,  who  claims  that  postural  treat- 
ment alone  will  cure  many  cases;  that  the  head  should  be  raised 
out  of  the  pelvis  on  to  one  of  the  illiac  fossae  where  it  normally 
belongs,  and  there  maintained  by  the  knee-elbow  position.  The 
postural  treatment  as  a  prophylactic  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended; in  fact,  I  feel  certain  that  this  alone  would  prevent  the 
development  of  man}'  cases. 

But  given  the  symptoms,  present  in  this  case,  what  should  be 
done?  In  this  case  we  have  a  strong  bounding  pulse  of  144. 
This  is  the  true  guide  and  indication  for  the  use  of  veratrum;  it 
indicates  great  vascular  and  nerve  tension.  When  this  is  present 
in  any  epileptiform  attack,  it  will  be  found  prompt  and  effectual. 
Dr.  King  was  perhaps  first  to  suggest  its  use  theoretically,  but 
has  never  used  it  practically.  To  Dr.  Fern,  of  Brooklyn,  belongs 
the  credit  of  having  brought  its  virtues  to  notice  in  1871;  and  to 
have  shown  no  convulsion  can  occur,  if  the  pulse  is  kept  below 
60,  and  this  is  an  easy  matter;  and  further,  its  apparently  dan- 
gerous effects  may  be  promptly  and  safely  combatted  with  stim- 
ulants. Its  therapeutic  effects  are  visible  in  half  an  hour.  It 
reduces  the  pulse,  relieves  the  terrible  vascular  and  nervous  ten- 
sion more  promptly  and  perfectly  than  anything  else,  upon  which 
many  deaths  from  apoplexy  and  asphyxia  depend.  This  is  ac- 
complished, probably,  on  the  theory  of  Wood,  that  a  person  is 
bled  copiously  into  his  own  veins  by  its  action.  On  this  theory 
it  should  displace  blood  letting.    Of  course,  it  is  not  intended 
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that  the  condition  of  the  patient  in  other  respects  should  be  ig- 
nored. 

What  policy  should  govern  our  action  in  anti-partum  cases? 
We  have  seen  how  the  expectant  plan  worked  by  the  aid  of  chlo- 
roform in  this  case.  As  convulsions  prior  to  the  six  and  one 
half  month,  or  in  other  words,  before  the  viability  of  the  child, 
rarely  occurs,  we  can,  as  I  believe  we  should,  in  most  cases 
empty  the  womb  as  soon  as  possible,  and  still  have  the  highest 
regard  for  mother  and  child. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  touch  upon  numerous  exceptions,  nor 
to  discuss  different  methods  of  treatment,  all  of  which  have  their 
proper  places  and  advocates;  but  there  is  one  more  point  I  have 
not  made  sufficiently  plain  to  suit  myself,  and  that  is,  that  the 
normal  sensibility,  or  irritability,  or  that  resident  faculty,  by 
which  an  organism  becomes  conscious,  or  by  virtue  of  which  it 
takes  notice  of  pain,  or  of  mental  or  physical  impressions,  act- 
ing through  the  senses,  which  enables  them  to  endure  pain  and 
resist  the  influence  of  wounds  of  poisons,  and  the  evil  and  unto- 
ward consequences  of  things  injurious,  and  which  differs  widely 
in  the  individual  and  in  the  race.  It  is  this  force,  or  the  lack  of 
it,  which  will  account  for  the  ease  with  which  some  are  seized, 
without  much  provocation,  and  why  others  withstand  the  assaults 
of  pressure  of  albuminurea,  of  nephritis,  etc.,  with  apparent  im- 
punity. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


BY  P.   K.  WORTHAM,  M.    D. ,   MERIDIAN,  TEXAS. 


N  accident  of  so  serious  a  nature  as  placenta  prsevia,  or  the 


implantation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  placenta  over  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  although  occuring  but  seldom,  must  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  accoucheurs  from  the  earliest  periods, 
when  midwifery  began  to  be  practiced  as  an  art,  and  its  phe- 
nomena investigated  with  the  least  approach  to  scientific  interest. 
Accordingly  we  find  tis  condition  noticed  by  writers  of  the 
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seventeenth  century  as  Guillemeau,  Maursceau,  Astrue,  Pugh 
and  others;  but  these  writers  supposed  that,  when  the  placenta 
was  found  in  this  position,  it  had  been  separated  from  its  normal 
site,  and  had  fallen  to  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterus. 

Portal,  who  wrote  in  1743,  clearly  describes  this  condition  in 
minor  cases.  He  was  aware  and  taught  that  the  placenta  was 
originally  attached  to  this  site,  and  had  not  fallen  there. 

Leveret  and  Smellie,  in  1752  gave  minute  descriptions  of  cases, 
with  their  pathology.  But  the  great  English  accoucheur,  Rigby, 
first  in  1775,  gave  a  full  and  clear  view  of  this  condition  with 
distinct  rules  of  practice. 

He  it  was  who  gave  the  term,  '  'unavoidable  hemorrhage,"  to 
placenta  praevia,  a  term  that  has  been  used  by  most  writers  as 
synonymous  with  placenta  praevia,  and  enforced  rules  of  practice 
even  to  our  day. 

The  cause  of  this  anomalous  impantation  of  the  placenta, 
though  the  source  of  much  controversy  and  prolific  of  theories, 
can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  obscure  or  doubtful,  and  is  given  in  the 
well  known  fact  that  it  almost  always  occurs  in  the  multiparas. 

At  the  time  of  ovulation,  which  is  the  menstrual  act,  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  which  is  the  uterus,  stimulated  by  the  changes 
going  on  in  the  ovaries,  becomes  succulent,  swollen,  corrugated, 
closing  the  uterine  cavity. 

After  conception,  this  condition  is  greatlv  extended  and  inten- 
sified by  the  stimulus  of  the  impregnated  ovum — so  much  so, 
that,  upon  its  arrival  at  the  uterine  extremity  of  the  fallopian 
tube,  it  finds  it  obstructed  by  the  swollen  condition  of  the  uterine 
mucous  membrane;  its  further  advance  is  arrested  at  this  point, 
and  its  implantation  at  or  near  the  fundus  secured  in  all  ordinary 
pregnancies. 

After  frequent  child-bearing,  the  uterus  loses  its  symmetry,  and 
perfect  coordination,  remains  larger — often  more  inactive,  its 
cavity  less  perfectly  filled  by  the  corrugated  mucous  membrane, 
and  the  impregnated  ovum,  upon  its  arrival  at  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  falls  to  the  lower  segment,  where  it  becomes  fixed,  just  as 
it  would  have  done  in  its  normal  site,  or  had  it  dropped  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  as  iu  extra  uterine  pregnancy. 
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In  very  rare  cases  of  primipara,  this  condition  may  exist  for 
want  of  correspondence  of  uterine  with  ovarian  activity,  or  from 
some  anomalous  size  or  shape  of  the  cavity.  The  ovum  falling 
to,  and  becoming  fixed  upon  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterus, 
necessarily  develops  placenta  at  this  site,  which,  rapidly  develop- 
ing in  every  direction,  spreads  over  the  internal  os  and  the  en- 
tire lower  segment,  forming  placenta  centralis;  or,  the  ovum  may 
be  caught  in  a  corrugation  or  fold  of  uterine  mucous  membrane 
some  distance  above  the  os,  in  which  case  only  its  lower  margin 
may  reach  to,  or  over  the  os,  giving  placenta  lateralis,  or  partial 
placenta  prsevia. 

The  causes,  then  of  placenta  prsevia  are  not  obscure  or  doubt- 
ful, for  which  fact  we  are  not  indebted  to  the  many  theories  upon 
the  subject,  but  to  our  advanced  knowledge  of  the  changes  in 
the  uterine  mucous  membrane  during,  and  associated  with,  and 
caused  by  ovulation. 

Symptoms:  Most  generally  the  first  indication  of  placenta  prsevia 
is  a  gush  of  blood,  without  warning — and  this  without  regard  to 
the  position,  or  mental  state,  or  the  duties  the  patient  may  be 
engaged  in.  Frequently  this  discharge  corresponds  with  what 
would  have  been  the  menstrual  period,  had  the  woman  not  been 
pregnant,  and  is  immediately  dependent  upon  the  periodical 
hypersemia,  continued,  perhaps,  in  most  women  during  preg- 
nancy. 

The  first  discharge — if  the  woman  is  not  advanced  more  than 

five  or  six  months,  previous  to  which  hemorrhage  is  rare  may 

be,  and  often  is  moderate  in  the  quantity,  ceases  spontaneously, 
almost  by  the  time  the  woman's  attention  is  called  to  it;  or  if  she 
is  erect  and  engaged  in  her  household  duties,  it  ceases  upon  her 
assuming  the  supine  position,  and  is  readily  controlled  by  simple 
remedies.  But  this  is  a  respite  only,  as  the  hemorrhage  is  al- 
most certain  to  return  with  increased  violence  within  a  few  days; 
at  farthest,  at  the  menstrual  period.  Most  generally  it  is  not  un- 
til near  the  close  of  gestation,  or  at  the  commencement  of  labor, 
that  the  hemorrhage  first  makes  its  appearance — often  at  this 
time  with  a  frightful  discharge  of  blood,  that  may  in  a  few  mo- 
ments place  the  patient  in  iminent  peril,  or  even  destroy  her, 
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without  prompt  and  scientific  treatment.  As  a  rule  the  nearer 
the  women  is  to  her  full  time,  the  greater  the  hemorrhage,  which 
is  greatest  at  the  commencement  of  labor.  Called  to  a  case  of 
hemorrhage  during  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  a  vaginal  ex- 
amination is  absolutely  necessary;  and  no  feeling  of  delicacy  upon 
the  part  of  patient  or  accoucheur,  nor  fear  of  increasing  the  dis- 
charge by  removing  or  breaking  up  clots,  would  justifiy  us  in 
neglecting  it.  Upon  a  vaginal  examination,  the  diagnosis  is  sel- 
dom difficult  or  doubtful.  If  the  os  be  sufficiently  dilated  to  ad- 
mit the  finger,  we  will  feel  the  placenta,  either  centrally  or  its 
margin^ inserted  over  the  os,  instead  of  the  smooth  membranes, 
If  the  finger  cannot  be  inserted,  the  soft,  boggy  feel  of  the  lower 
segment  of  the  uterus,  with  the  absence  of  the  presenting  part  of 
the  child,  will  readily  determine  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Source  of  hemorrhage. 

In  one  of  the  latest,  as  also  one  of  the  best  works  on  mid- 
wifery, (Play fair),  it  is  stated  that  it  is  pretty  generally  admit- 
ted by  authorities  that  the  immediate  source  of  the  hemorrhage 
is  the  lacerated  utero-placental  vessels.  The  blood  in  the  pla. 
centa,  as  is  well  known,  belongs  to  the  child,  was  manufactured 
by  the  child,  never  was,  and  never  becomes,  a  part  of  the  moth- 
ers' blood.  We  have  hemorrhages  from  the  placenta,  but,  as  is 
well  known,  it  is  then  the  child  that  perishes;  whereas,  in  the 
hemorrhages  of  placenta  praevia  it  is  the  mother  that  bleeds  to 
death.  Barnes'  theory  of  placenta  praevia,  which  has  been 
pretty  generally  adopted,  explains  satisfactorily  both  these  classes 
of  cases.  He  describes  the  uterine  cavity  as  divisible  into  three 
zones  or  regions;  when  the  placenta  is  situated  in  the  upper  or 
middle  of  these  zones,  no  separation  or  hemorrhage  need  occur 
during  labor.  When,  however,  it  is  situated  partially  or  entirely 
in  the  lower  or  cervical  zone,  the  expansion  of  the  cervix  during 
labor  must  produce  more  or  less  separation,  and  consequent  loss 
of  blood.  As  soon  as  the  previous  portion  of  the  placenta  is  suffi- 
ciently separated,  provided  contraction  of  the  uterine  tissue  be 
present  to  seal  up  the  mouths  of  the  vessels,  hemorrhage  no 
longer  takes  place.    The  placenta  may  not  be  entirely  detached, 
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but  no  further  hemorrhage  occurs  in  consequence  of  the  remain- 
ing portion  being  ingrafted  on  the  uterus  beyond  the  region  of 
unsafe  attachment. 

Dr.  Duncan  estimates  the  limit  of  the  spontaneous  detaching 
area  to  be  a  circle  of  4^  inches  in  diameter,  and  that  after  the 
cervix  has  expanded  to  that  extent  no  further  separation  or  hem- 
orrhage takes  place.  Barnes  has  sometimes  observed  that  the 
hemorrhage  has  completely  stopped  when  the  os  uteri  opened  to 
the  size  of  the  rim  of  a  wine-glass  or  even  less. 

It  will  be  seen,  then  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other  form  of 
puerperal  hemorrhage  the  tendency  of  uterine  contraction  is  to 
check  the  hemorrhage  and  that,  provided  the  pains  are  suffi- 
ciently energetic,  nature  may  be  capable  of  stopping  the  flooding 
without  artificial  aid .  It  is  but  rarely,  however,  that  she  can  be 
trusted  for  the  purpose;  and  we  shall  presently  see  that  these 
theoretical  views  have  an  important  practical  bearing  on  the  sub- 
ject of  treatment. 

Prognosis  to  both  the  mother  and  child  is  certainly  grave  in 
all  cases  of  placenta  praevia.  Read  in  his  treatise  on  placenta  prae- 
via  estimates  the  maternal  mortality,  from  the  statistics  of  a 
large  number  of  cases,  as  one  in  four  and  one-half  cases  and 
Churchill  as  one  in  three. 

The  mortality  will  of  course,  greatly  depend  on  the  treatment 
adopted.  Out  of  sixty-four  cases  recorded  by  Barnes  the  deaths 
were  six,  or  one  in  ten  and  two- thirds;  under  any  circumstances 
the  risks  to  the  mother  are  very  great. 

Treatment:  It  is  a  practice  established  by  high  and  multiplied 
authority,  and  sanctioned  by  success,  to  deliver  women  by  art  in 
all  cases  of  dangerous  hemorrhage  without  confiding  in  the  re- 
sources of  the  constitution.  Subsequent  ages  have  but  confirmed 
the  practice  stated  by  Denman,  and  the  improvements  have  been, 
not  evade  it,  but  in  the  manner  of  its  performance  as  the  only 
safety  to  the  woman  as  it  was  then  is  now  to  empty  the  uterus. 

In  all  cases,  then  of  hemorrhage,  when  the  cause  is  ascertained 
to  be  placenta  praevia,  whether  in  the  sixth  or  ninth  mouth,  or 
at  term,  the  uterus  must  be  emptied,  as  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
in  position  on  a  hard  mattress,  cold,  acidulated  drinks,  opium, 
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sugar  of  lead,  cold  applied  to  the  vulva,  plugging  the  vagina, 
etc. ,  further  than  they  may  be  used  as  immediate  expediments, 
looking  to  the  speedy  delivery  of  the  woman,  or  promotive  of  this 
end;  and  the  physician  who  would  trust  his  patient  to  these,  with 
the  view  of  prolonging  gestation,  is  but  trifling  in  the  presence 
of  a  fearful  danger. 

Oberman:  A  contribution  to  the  treatment  of  placenta  prae- 
via.    (Archiv,  of  Gyn.,  XXX.  I.) 

The  statistics  utilized  are  from  Crede's  Clinic  at  Leipzig,  there 
occurring  sixty-four  cases  of  placenta  prsevia,  from  the  beginning 
of  1883  to  the  end  of  1887;  the  maternal  mortality  being  11  per 
cent,  and  55  per  cent,  for  the  children. 

In  forty-nine  instances,  the  treatment  consisted  in  combined 
version  and  slow  extraction,  and  excluding  one  maternal  death,, 
owing  to  the  hopelessness  of  the  case  when  first  seen,  the  mater- 
nal mortality  by  this  method  was  21  per  cent.,  which  is  even  bet- 
ter than  that  recorded  by  Hofmier  from  the  same  method — 27 
per  cent. 

The  maternal  mortality  in  fifteen  cases  treated  by  other  meth- 
ods was  33^  per  cent.  These  data  are  offered  as  additional  tes- 
timony in  favor  of  the  treatment  of  placenta  praevia  by  means  of 
version  after  Braxton  Hicks'  method,  followed  by  slow  extrac- 
tion. 

Nardman:  Statistics  and  treatment  of  placenta  Praevia,  (Arch 
of  Gyn,  XXXII.  I.) 

The  aim  of  this  paper  is  to  solve  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  preferable  method  of  treatment  is  by  combined  version  and 
slow  extraction.  Forty-five  cases  occurring  at  the  Dresden  Clinic 
in  a  total  of  5,779  labors,  are  utilized. 

Twelve  cases  were  treated  by  tampon  or  colpeurynter,  with  or 
without  rupture  of  the  membranes,  delivery  being  allowed  to 
take  place  spontaneously,  with  a  maternal  mortality  of  o  per 
cent,  and  an  infantile  of  16.16  percent,  excluding  the  cases  where 
the  ftceus  was  dead  when  first  seen.  In  twenty-three  cases,  ver- 
sion was  performed  followed  by  immediate  extraction,  the  mater- 
nal mortality  being  17.3  percent,  and  the  infantile  5.8  per  cent., 
excluding  cases  where  the  foetal  heart  was  never  heard. 
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In  six  cases,  version  and  slow  extraction  was  the  method  of 
treatment,  one  mother  dying  of  sepsis,  and  all  the  children  being 
delivered  dead.  Although  these  data  decidedly  speak  in  favor 
of  the  first  method  of  treatment,  it  should  be  noted  that,  in  all 
the  cases  so  treated,  there  was  marginal  insertion  of  the  placenta, 
an  insertion  which  does  not  expose  the  mother  to  the  same  risk 
as  the  total  insertion.  By  the  second  method  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  children  were  saved.  N.  concludes  that  this  method  is 
preferable  in  hospital  practice,  whilst  in  private  practice  version 
and  slow  extraction  should  be  the  rule,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cessive infantile  mortality. 

In  case  of  placenta  praevia  marginalis,  the  tampon  will  answer 
both  from  the  stand  point  of  the  mother  and  of  the  child. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ON  THE  PREVENTIVE  TREATMENT  OF  URINARY  CALCULI. 


BY  B.  F.  CHURCH,  M.  D. ,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

Read  before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  June  20,  1889. 
rHIL,E  the  origin  of  renal  calculi  is  not  as  yet  perfectly  un- 


^  ^  derstood,  the  study  of  the  subject  by  eminent  observers 
has  by  no  means  been  neglected.  Facts  deducted  from  these  in- 
vestigations are  constantly  broadening  the  avenue  to  rational 
preventive  treatment.  We  are  not  in  a  position,  though,  to  foretell 
a  stone  formation,  for  all  of  the  conditions  may  seem  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  none  occur;  on  the  other  hand,  a  stone  is  sometimes 
found  when  least  expected. 

Preventive  treatment  is  generally  first  thought  of  after  a  pa- 
tient has  passed  a  renal  concretion.  There  is  doubtless  a  better 
course  to  pursue,  than  subject  them  to  constitutional  treatment, 
unless  it  is  otherwise  indicated,  for  the  various  so-called  diathesis 
in  anticipation  of  the  disease,  it  being  very  important  that  we 
differentially  diagnose  a  conglomeration  of  crystals,  single  crys- 
tals— properly  termed  gravel,  within  itself  harmless, — and  a  true 
conoetion.    The  latter  may  be  smaller  than  the  crystals,  or  a 
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cluster  of  crystals,  but  under  the  microscope  show  a  laminated 
structure,  which  is  one  of  its  characteristics.  If  the  careful  and 
scientific  researches  of  Rainey,  Ord,  and  Carter  are  properly  re- 
garded, this  distinction  has  a  very  important  bearing  upon  the 
prognosis  and  treatment  of  culculus  disease. 

Crystals,  under  ordinary  condition  in  the  urine,  do  not  unite 
to  form  a  stone;  something  else  is  necessary  and  that  entity  is  a 
colloid,  which  Rainey  and  Ord  have  demonstrated  acts  as  a  ce- 
ment which  binds  the  mass  together.  Ord  says,  "To  make  cal- 
culi of  uric  acid  without  colloids  would  be  as  hopeless  a  task  as 
making  ropes  of  sea  sand. ' '  Thompson  has  called  special  atten- 
tion to  the  long  known  fact  that  in  a  case  of  so-called  phosphatic 
diathetic,  an  individual's  urine  may  be  white  with  precipitated 
phosphates,  and  a  stone  will  not  form  as  long  as  the  man's  mem- 
brane of  the  urinary  tract  is  free  from  inflammation;  the  albumi- 
noid or  colloid  to  act  as  the  cement,  is  lacking,  which  the  muco- 
pus — a  result  of  an  inflammation — would  furnish.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  may  not  be  an  abnormal  quantity  of  crystals  or 
amorphous  phosphates  present,  wThen,  persumably  some  solid 
body,  as  a  coagula  of  blood,  shreds  of  mucus,  epithelium,  or 
perhaps  bacteria, — with  the  proper  co-operation  of  the  colloids 
normally  present — becomes  the  neucleus,  and  a  primary  (acid) 
stone  starts  into  existence,  or  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  or 
other  agent  capable  of  exciting  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  any  part  of  the  urinary  passage — with  an  alkaline 
condition  of  the  urine — may  speedily  give  rise  to  a  secondary 
(alkaline  phosphatic)  stone. 

Ziemsen,  in  general  terms,  denies  the  causative  influences  of 
certain  diatheses;  at  the  same  time  does  not  seem  to  credit  the 
local  condition  with  the  important  role  it  deserves.  He  gives  as 
causes  for  calculi:  increased  acidity  of  the  urine,  a  diminished 
temperature,  the  presence  of  solid  bodies,  etc. 

He  says:  "It  would  be  quite  incorrect  to  assert  that  uric  acid 
concretions  are  always  developed  from  constitutional  causes." 

It  is  a  singular  fact  to  note  that  all  of  the  popular  remedies 
used  from  time  immemorial  against  urinary  lithiasis  have  been 
some  of  the  various  forms  of  alkalies,  whether  they  were  ob- 
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tained  from  calcined  snail  shells,  as  recommended  by  Pliny,  the 
ashes  of  egg  shells,  various  plants,  insects,  and  reptiles  of  later 
times,  or  many  of  the  Spas  and  patent  nostrums  so  popular  to 
this  day.  Believing  that  this  line  of  treatment,  first  used  empir- 
ically, like  many  of  the  old  traditions,  has  a  value,  it  is  never- 
theless true  too  much  reliance  is  often  placed  on  this  class  of  re- 
medies for  the  treatment  of  the  disease  in  question.  A  plea  shall 
also  be  entered  against  the  use  of  stimulating  diuretics. 

Calculi  are  usually  made  up  of  several  ingredients,  one  of 
which  is  always  animal  matter,  a  sort  of  stroma,  that  pervades 
the  mass  in  which  the  other  materials,  crystalline  and  amorphoDs, 
are  deposited;  it  is  probably  always  of  a  uniform  character,  and 
contains  mucus,  fibrin,  and  albumin;  but  its  exact  composition 
is  not  known. 

The  other  ingredients  or  ground  work  of  a  stone,  as  a  rule,  is 
composed  of  several  materials,  urates,  uric  acid,  and  oxalates 
occurring  together  in  the  same  stone,  and  sometimes  phosphates 
are  added  to  the  outside.  It  is  evident  that  a  calculus  owes  its 
existence  to  its  nucleus,  and  for  our  purpose — that  of  preventive 
treatment — the  name  of  a  stone  should  be  according  to  the  com- 
position of  its  nucleus,  and  only  by  determining  its  character  can 
the  special  tendency  of  the  patient  toward  calculus  be  decided, 
and  possibly  a  more  intelligent  preventive  treatment  be  instituted. 

The  classification  of  stone  into  two  great  classes,  as  recom- 
mended by  Keys,*  is  probably  the  best: 

"I.  Primary  sto?ie, — the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urinary  tract 
being  sound  when  the  stone  forms, — uric  acid  (urate  of  sodium 
patassium  and  lime,)  oxalate  of  lime,  crystalline  phosphate  of 
lime  and  indigo." 

"II.  Secondary  ot  symptomatic  sto ne, — the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  urinary  passage  being  in  a  catarrhal  state  at  the  point  where 
the  stone  forms, — urate  of  ammonium,  amorphous  phosphate  of 
lime,  mixed  phosphate,  or  fusible  calculus,  and  urastiath." 

Different  authorities  estimate  that  from  80  to  90  per  cent,  of 
urinary  calculi  are  of  uric  acid  or  urates.  The  next  in  frequency 
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is  oxalate  of  lime.  Both  are  closely  allied  chemically,  products 
of  acid  urine,  and  usually  found  in  the  kidneys.  Practically 
there  is  no  distiction  between  the  uric  acid  and  oxalic  acid  dia- 
thesis, for  chemists  of  reputation  now  agree  that  oxalic  acid  is 
one  of  the  products  of  the  oxidation  of  uric  acid;  therefore,  ox- 
alate of  lime  in  large  quantities  in  the  urine  signifies  nothing 
else  than  the  uric  acid  diathesis — or  a  state  of  the  organism 
which  Dr.  Murchison  describes,  and  properly  designates  lithaemia. 

The  other  forms  of  primary  stone,  cystine,  zanthine,  etc.,  are 
so  rare  as  to  almost  be  looked  upon  as  curiosities;  practically 
then,  the  problem  before  us  is:  How  may  we  best  prevent  the 
formation  of  uric  acid  calculi? 

The  identity  of  gout  and  uric  acid  gravel  is  unquestionable. 
Both  are  constitutional  diseases  and  spring  from  the  same  root, 
though  they  constitute  two  different  series  of  phenomena.  It 
will  be  impossible  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  lithaeniia 
until  we  learn  more  cf  the  origin  of  uric  acid  in  the  body  and  of 
its  metamorphosis.  Many  of  the  theories  advanced  seem  very 
plausible,  but  from  the  lack  of  demonstration,  none  can  be  un- 
quilifiedly  accepted.  Heredity  seems  to  be  the  most  important 
foctor  in  the  etiology  of  the  gouty  diathesis;  next  comes  the  use 
of  wines  and  malt  liquors  and  a  diet  rich  in  the  hydro-carbonace- 
ous substances. 

Garrod  believes  that  the  uric  acid  excreting  function  of  the 
kidneys  may  be  suspended,  or  completely  lost,  without  the 
loss  of  power  to  eliminate  other  waste  products.  Heidenhein 
and  his  pupils  have  shown  that  the  kidney  is  not  a  mere  me- 
chanical filter,  but  an  organ  endowed  in  its  different  parts  with 
various  selective  actions,  thus:  while  the  epithelium  which  lines 
one  part  of  the  uriniferous  tubules  are  separating  one  waste  pro- 
duct from  the  blood,  that  of  another  part  eliminates  some  other. 
This  epithelium,  as  a  whole  or  in  part,  has  times  of  inactivity  and 
excitation,  and  as  its  period  of  activity  is  increased  or  diminished, 
we  find  more  or  less  marked  disturbances  supervening  in  the 
economy.  This  disturbance  of  the  excreting  functions  of  the 
kidneys  is  well  marked  in  gout,  and  the  excess  of  uric  acid  re- 
maining in  the  blood  is  vicariously  deposited  in  the  tissues. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


181 


Not  raising  the  question  whether  there  is  an  abnormal  quantity 
of  uric  acid  produced  in  the  system  during  an  attack  of  lithiasis, 
the  fact  remains  that  there  is  an  excess  in  the  urine,  showing 
that  the  kidneys  are  performing  their  functions,  in  this  direction 
at  least,  and  do  not  need  stimulating  by  diuretics. 

In  suitable  cases,  the  action  of  alkalies  may  be  described  as 
reducing  the  irritability  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urinary 
tract  by  their  power  to  correct  the  acidity  of  the  urine,  thereby 
preventing  a  catarrh,  with  its  concomitant  muco-pus  formation, 
which  may  furnish  the  colloid  for  a  primary  stone,  or  the  ammo- 
niacal  changes  essential  for  phosphatic  accretions;  and,  if  carried 
further,  until  the  urine  is  decidedly  alkaline,  would  dissolve 
uric  gravel,  and  possibly  small  concretions,  (if  they  were  not  ox- 
alic acid  or  the  oxalates,)  clearing  up  the  patient's  urine,  and 
giving  immediate  relief.  The  question  may  be  asked:  What 
more  can  be  desired  ?  A  great  deal;  the  source  of  the  evil  has 
not  been  reached.  The  enemy  has  only  been  made  to  disappear 
from  view,  but  is  not  driven  from  the  field,  and  is  sure  to  appear 
again  when  the  treatment  is  discontinued. 

Dujardin  Beaumetz,  and  other  authorities,  claim  that  the  al- 
kalies do  not  act  altogether  by  the  power  of  neutralizing  the 
uric  acid  in  the  body,  but  they  "Energize  the  phenomena  of  ox- 
idation of  the  economy,  and  thereby  aid  the  transformation  of 
uric  acid  into  urea."  Granting  they  do  augment  oxidation,  it 
does  not  prove  they  aid  the  transformation  of  uric  acid  into  urea. 
The  theory  which  has  long  been  held — and  supported  on  physi- 
ological grounds — that  the  proteids  of  the  body  were  first  oxi- 
dized to  uric  acid  and  subsequently  to  urea,  and  that  the  former 
was  but  imperfectly  oxidized  urea,  is  not  tenable.  Birds  have  a 
higher  temperature  than  mammals,  and  their  blood  is  highly  ox. 
idized,  yet  they  excrete  little  or  no  urea,  but  uric  acid  instead. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  the  long  continued  use  of  alkalies 
will  cause  anaemia,  and  that  the  "alkaline  cachexia"  described 
by  Trousseau — which  he  believed  to  be  the  result  of  the  deglob. 
ulizing  action  of  alkalies — is  not  altogether  a  myth.  If  soda 
should  be  the  one  used,  and  from  the  fact  that  its  salts  abound 
in  the  blood  serum,  and  the  salts  of  potash  predominate  in  the 
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corpuscles,  Gulber  shows  that  to  greatly  augment  the  quantity 
of  soda  in  the  serum,  the  blood  globules  lose  their  potassa,  and 
in  consequence  their  haematic  properties. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  uric  acid  diathesis,  two  distinct  prob- 
lems are  to  be  considered:  first,  will  a  temporary  removal  of  the 
symptoms  suffice— bridging  over  a  time  of  danger  ?  second,  has 
the  patient  strong  hereditary  influences,  passed  a  renal  concre- 
tion, or  does  his  environments  constantly  act  as  a  predisposing 
cause? 

The  alkaline  treatment  is  obviously  indicated  for  the  first  con- 
dition, and  should  be  exhibited  during  the  third  hour  after  eating, 
at  the  time  when  the  acid  in  the  chyme  is  neutralized,  or  has 
been  absorbed.  Benzoic  acid  may  be  given  best  in  the  form  of 
benzoate  of  soda,  as  a  part  of  this  substance  is  transformed — if 
the  liver  is  not  seriously  affected — into  hippuric  acid,  and  elim- 
inated by  the  kidneys,  which  destroys  the  uric  acid  present  in 
the  urine,  and  converts  the  insoluble  urates  into  soluble  hippu- 
rates. 

If  the  second,  all  means  should  be  employed  to  encourage  the 
physiological  action  of  those  organs  that  minister  to  perfect  as- 
simulation.  A  superabundance  of  uric  acid  in  the  body  is  doubt- 
less due  to  some  defective  action  of  the  liver,  aided  by  the  skin 
and  other  emunctories,  except  the  kidneys,  inefficiently  perform- 
ing their  functions.  Remedies  should  be  directed  to  the  primae 
viae.  For  their  stimulation  by  medicinal  agents,  in  plethoric 
patients,  the  judicious  use  of  mercury  with  the  natural  mineral 
waters;  those  which  contain  principally  sulphate  of  soda  and 
magnesia,  as  Friedrichshall,  Hunyandi,  Janos,  etc.,  deserve  the 
first  rank.  These  saline  aperients,  among  other  beneficial  ef- 
fects, promote  the  removal  of  mucus  from  the  alimentary  canal, 
and  thus  check  the  development  of  lactic  and  butyric  acids. 

The  value  of  sulphate  of  soda  requires  special  mention.  It  is 
not  only  a  good  cholagogue,  but  a  part  of  its  sulphuric  acid  is 
eliminated  by  the  urine  in  a  free  state,  and  may  combine  with 
some  of  the  bases  there  and  form  a  sulphate  which  is  soluble. 
Theoretically,  sulphur,  sulphates,  or  sulphurettes,  are  indicated 
whin  the  urine  is  atnmoniacal.    Glauber's  salt,  with  a  slight  ad- 
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dition  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  is  a  good  substitute  for  the  more 
expensive  mineral  waters. 

Sir  Henry  Thompson  claims  that  an  undue  uric  acid  deposit 
can  be  made  to  disappear  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  by  a 
proper  dietetic  regulation. 

Since  uric  acid,  like  urea,  contains  a  large  proportion  of  nitro- 
gen, and  "is  found  within  the  body  by  the  metamorphosis  of 
nitrogenous  organic  substances,"  (Halton,)  it  was  the  popular 
belief  that  this  element  (nitrogen)  should  be  eliminated  as  far  as 
possible  from  the  dietry.  As  already  mentioned,  this  view  of  the 
matter  will  not  furnish  the  secret  of  successful  treatment.  It  is 
the  fats,  sugars  and  starches  that  should  be  proscribed.  Prob- 
ably no  harm  would  come  from  a  moderate  use  of  the  recently 
discovered  product,  saccharin,  for  sweetening  purposes,  if  the 
loss  of  sugar  is  greatly  felt.  Fresh  green  vegetables  are  es- 
pecially to  beJrecommended.  By  their  free  use  the  urine  can  be 
made  to  resemble  that  of  the  herbivora  in  that  it  contains  a  large 
proportion  of  hippuric  acid  in  place  of  uric.  Of  the  fruits,  apples 
are  perhaps  the  most  wholesome;  in  fact,  it  is  claimed  that  cider 
is  a  good  remedy  for  stone.  The  sweet  fruits,  and  nearly  all  va- 
rieties of  berries,  should  absolutely  be  forbidden.  Milk,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fat  and  sugar  it  contains — besides  its  casein  is  diffi- 
cult of  digestion  by  many — should  only  be  permitted  in  modera- 
tion. In  short,  generally  speaking,  the  dietetic  regimen  best 
suited  to  these  patients  is  a  liberal  allowance  of  albuminous 
matter,  a  diminution  of  the  starches  and  fats,  and  a  total  absti- 
nence from  cane  sugar. 

Prohibit  all  forms  of  alcohol;  it  lessens  molecular  changes,  and 
the  elimination  of  excrementitious  material  favoring  its  accumu- 
lation in  the  blood.  It  also  opposes  the  solution  of  uric  acid  in 
the  blood,  which  favors  its  precipitation  in  the  urine. 

Pure  water,  which  should  be  taken  freely  between  meals,  is 
the  only  diuretic  permissible. 

The  treatment  of  secondary,  or  symptomatic  stone,  comes 
under  the  head  of  solvent  remedies,  which  this  paper  will  not 
permit  of  a  consideration. 
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jDoRRESFONDENCE. 


TRACHOMA. 


Ed.  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  following  treatment  has  yielded  me  much  better  results  in 
granular  lids,  or  trachoma,  than  the  usual  treatment  with  blue 
stone,  nitrate  silver,  chlor.,  amm.,  etc. 

R  Hg.  Bichlor.       gr.  j. 

Aq.  Destil  I  i. 

M.  S.  Five  or  six  drops  in  the  eyes  three  times  a  day.  This 
solution  is  to  be  used  at  home  by  the  patient.  Twice  a  week,  at 
my  office,  I  apply  to  the  everted  lids,  with  a  glass  rod,  because 
it  is  easily  kept  clean,  and  a  brush  is  not, 

R  Hg.  Bichlor.       grs.  v. 

Aq.  Destil  3  i. 

M.  It  is  necessary  to  use  cocaine  pretty  thoroughly  before 
using  the  last  solution,  as  it  is  quite  painful.  The  first  and  sec- 
ond stages  of  granular  lids  are  usually  cured  with  this  treatment 
in  two  to  four  months,  and  there  does  not  result  from  the  treat- 
ment the  usual  cicatricial  tissue  in  the  conjunctive,  as  from  the 
treatment  generally  adopted,  besides  the  time  required  to  accom- 
plish a  cure  is  very  much  shortened.  The  pannus  rapidly 
clears  up  under  this  medication,  when  it  is  dependent  upon 
trachoma,  and  the  treatment  is  not  more  painful  than  the  usual 
one. 

As  granular  lids  is  a  very  common  ailment,  I  would  be  glad 
if  the  profession  would  try  this  treatment,  and  report  their  suc- 
cess with  it;  for,  as  I  said  in  the  beginning,  it  has  3delded  me 
better  results  than  any  other  which  I  have  tried,  or  seen  tried. 

One  other  thing:  granular  lids  will  be  found  quite  often  in 
even  small  children,  oftener,  in  fact,  than  one  would  be  led  to 
suppose  from  some  of  the  books,  in  proof  of  which  it  is  only 
necessary  to  look  for  it,  or  watch  the  outdoor  department  of  any 
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ophthalmic  hospital,  and  see  the  number  of  children  who  come 
with  granular  lids. 

No  treatment  is  curative  in  those  cases  in  which  the  conjunc- 
tiva has  already  become  cicatricial.  Paliation  is  all  there  is  for 
them.  B.  P.  Bdwards,  M.  D. 


JSOCIETY  j^OTES. 


WEST    TEXAS  DISTRICT     MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION.  SECOND 
QUARTERLY  MEETING. 

The  regular  annual,  and  second  quarterly  session  of  the  West 
Texas  Medical  Association  was  held  in  the  court  room  of  the 
forty-fifth  judicial  district,  Wednesday,  October  30,  at  12  o'clock. 
The  President,  Dr.  P.  W.  Johns,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  D.  Berry,  Sec- 
retary. Present,  Drs.  Cupples,  F.  Herff,  Chew,  King,  McGirk, 
Kerr,  of  Waelder,  Fennell,  of  Seguin,  Kingsley,  Leonard,  of 
New  Braunfels,  Menger,  Bennett,  Watts,  Tyner,  of  Austin,  Dan- 
iel, of  Austin,  Flemming,  Spring,  Burg,  Clark,  of  Schulenberg, 
Hertzberg,  Cross,  Hays. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  quarterly  meeting  were  read  by  the  sec- 
retary, and  on  motion  were  adopted.  The  board  of  censors  re- 
porting favorably  on  their  applications,  Drs.  J.  M.  Williams,  of 
Cotulla,  H.  Leonard,  of  New  Braunfels,  and  Wm.  P.  Flem- 
ming, of  San  Antonio,  were  elected  to  membership.  Dr.  Kings- 
ley  moved  that  San  Antonio  be  declared  the  next  place  of  meet- 
ing. Carried. 

After  a  discussion  on  routine  business,  the  association  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  3:30  o'clock  to  be  entertained  by  papers  from 
Dn  B.  F.  Kingsley,  B.  Hertzberg,  R.  Menger  and  B.  Cross. 

Afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  at  3:30  p.  m. 
Dr.  P.  W.  Johns  in  the  chair.  Dr.  B.  F.  Kingley 
read  a  report  of  a  case  of  puerperal  eclampsia  with 
remarks  on  the  histoiy  and  treatment  of  the  disease.  Dr.  B. 
Hertzberg  presented  a  paper  on  whether  or  not  tuberculosis  is 
transmissible  by  vaccination.    Dr.  R.  Menger  in  a  most  admira- 
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ble  and  amusing  article  compared  the  regular  physician  with 
the  advertising  charlatan.  A  number  of  cases  which  have  hap- 
pened in  San  Antonio,  showing  how  the  "wily  quack  doctor" 
gets  in  his  work,  were  recounted  by  the  reader. 

Dr.  E.  Cross  closed  the  afternoon  session  with  an  elaborate  paper 
on  extra  uterine  pregnancy.  The  papers  were  fully  discussed 
and  referred  to  the  publishing  committee.  The  Association  then 
adourned. 

The  night  session  of  the  Association  for  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  Dr.  P. 
W.  Johns  at  8:30  o'clock.  A  large  number  of  gentlemen  from  San 
Antonio  and  surrounding  towns  being  present.  The  annual  re- 
report  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  was  read  as  follows  and 
adopted: 

secretary's  report. 

To  the  Piesident  and  Members  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Asso- 
ciation: 

Gentlemen: — I  herewith  present  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Association.  The  cor- 
respondence during  the  past  year  has  been  decidedly  in  advance 
of  what  it  was  the  year  previous,  and  my  relations  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  both  personal  and  official  have  been  of 
the  most  pleasant  character.  Our  society  now  in  its  fourteenth 
year  is  the  exponent  of  true  medicine,  and  it  should  be  an  honor  to 
any  physician  to  have  his  name  registered  upon  our  rolls.  There 
have  been  ten  additions  to  our  active  membership  during  the 
past  year,  three  resignations,  and  three  removals  from  the  city. 
The  names  of  forty-one  active  members  are  at  present  on  our 
rolls.  Seventeen  regular  and  scientific,  and  a  large  number 
of  called  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year.  The 
average  attendance  has  been  eleven,  and  a  number  of  highly  in- 
teresting and  instructive  papers  have  been  presented.  (Finan- 
cial report  omitted.) 

The  secretary  received  the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  his 
services  during  the  past  year.  Dr.  J.  V.  Spring  moved  that  Dr. 
F.  E.  Daniel,  of  Austin,  be  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Association.    Carried.    Dr.  Berry  moved  that 
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be  declared  the  official  organ  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Carried. 

In  a  brief  speech  D.  Daniel  acknowledged  the  distinguished 
honor  conferred  upon  him  and  upon  the  Journal. 

Dr.  Geo.  Cuppers  moved  that  the  publishing  committee  for  the 
ensuing  year  consist  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation and  Dr.  F.  B.  Daniel,  of  Austin.  Carried.  Dr.  Spring 
moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
make  arrangements  for  securing  a  permanent  place  of  meeting 
for  the  Association,  and  a  nucleus  of  a  library.  Dr.  Berry 
amended  Spring's  motion  to  read  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  the  chair  to  investigate  the  matter  and  see  what  the 
cost  would  be  in  the  premises.  The  following  are  the  officers  for 
the  comming  year. 

G.  W.  Kerr,  M.  D.,  Waelder,  President;  J.  V.  Spring,  M.  D., 
San  Antonio,  First  Vice  President;  B.  Hertzberg,  M.  D.,  Second 
Vice  President,  D.  Berrey,  M.  D.,  (re-elected)  Secretary  and 
Treasurer. 

Drs.  R.  Menger,  P.  W.  Johns,  and  G.  G.  Watts  were  elected  a 
board  of  censors. 

The  retiring  president  Dr.  P.  W.  Johns,  delivered  an  able  and 
interesting  address,  after  which  his  successor,  Dr.  G.  W.  Kerr, 
was  escorted  to  the  chair  by  Drs.  T.  J.  Tyner  and  JB.  Hertzberg, 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  chair  for  that  purpose.  After  an 
address  of  thanks  by  the  president  elect,  Dr.  Kerr,  the  Associa- 
tion adjourned  to  "meinhost"  Mahnke  to  partake  of  one  of  those 
culinary  treats  which  that  prince  of  caterers  knows  so  well  how  to 
serve.  B.  Berrey,  M.  D.  Sec'y. 

[Dr.  Johns'  address  will  be  published  soon — Bd.] 


Dr.  Carl  Koller,  who  has  achieved  such  world-wide  renown 
in  the  discovery  of  the  application  of  cocaine  as  a  local  anaes- 
thetic, has  been  appointed  instructor  in  opthalmology  at  the 
New  York  Polyclinic. 
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Doctor,  (reclining  in  his  easy  chair  by  the  fire,  in  his  soft 
7obe  de  chamber  reading  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal, 
his  pretty  wife  is  waiting  for  hirn  to  get  through  with  it,  so  she 
can  read  it — children  all  asleep) — "Dr.  Daniel  gets  out  a  most 
interesting  journal;  the  Sanitarian  says,  'the  most  intensely 
original  journal  published.'  It  takes  money  to  do  it.  I  do  not 
know  how  I  could  get  along  without  it,  and  yet — by  jingo!  I 
haven't  paid  my  subscription,  notwithstanding  the  doctor  has 
politely  reminded  me,  several  times.  I  must  go  to-morrow  and 
send  him  a  postal  note.    I've  had  pretty  good  luck  collecting." 

Pretty  Wife — "Do,  don't  forget  it,  my  dear;  here,  let  me 
tie  a  string  around  your  finger  as  a  reminder.  Remember — 
'Do  unto  others  as  you  know  how  it  is  yourself — 'the  rolling 
hen  never  gets  moss,'  or  words  to  that  effect." 

Doctor. — "I'll  go  at  once."  "That  is  the  man  I  am  of  a 
kind."    (Exit  doctor  for  the  post-office.) 


The  Youths'  Companion. — This  popular  publication  is  the 
very  type  of  enterprise  and  success.  It  has  430,000  actual  sub- 
scribers, and  its  popularity  is  still  increasing.  It  is,  moreover,  a 
typical  family  paper,  not  trashy,  as  are  most  so-called  family 
and  fireside  companions,  but  full  of  useful,  entertaining,  instruc- 
tive and  amusing  matter,  suitable  for  young  persons  of  the  better 
class  to  read.  And  no  wonder,  when  it  has  enlisted  as  contrib- 
utors such  men  as  Gladstone,  Tyndall,  Justin  McCarty,  J.  G. 
Blain,  etc.,  etc.  Only  $1.75  a  year.  Address  Perry  Mason  & 
Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 


The  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Bulletin. — The  trustees  of 
the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  announce  the  issue  of  a  monthly  (?) 
publication  to  be  known  as  the  Hospital  Bulletin.  Nine  num- 
bers will  be  issued  annually.  The  first  number  will  appear  in 
November,  1889.  The  subscription  price  will  be  one  dollar  per 
3Tear.  Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the  Publication  Agency  of 
the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

A  "monthly" — nine  times  a  year,  eh? 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TEXAS. 
PRESENT  STATUS. 


As  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  and  the  public  are  deeply 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  advancement  of  medicine  in 
Texas,  and  look  with  anxious  eyes  to  the  time  when  our  own 
State  medical  school  shall  be  in  successful  operation,  we  have 
gleaned  the  following  facts  from  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  pre- 
sent them  to  our  readers. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  John  Sealey,  in  his  will,  do- 
nated §50,000,  with  wdiich  to  build  a  hospital  for  the  poor  of 
Galveston  city  and  county,  making  his  brother,  Mr.  Geo.  Sealey, 
executor  of  the  will,  w7ith  discretion  as  to  details.  The  City 
Council  of  Galveston,  through  representatives  in  the  Twentieth 
Legislature,  offered  to  donate  this  hospital  and  the  block  of 
ground  on  which  it  is  situated,  to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University,  on  condition  that 
the  Legislature  would  donate  $50,000,  with  which  to  construct 
a  college  building.  The  proposition  was  accepted,  and  the  ap- 
propriation was  made.  The  hospital  is  now  in  operation,  and  is 
the  property  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
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Texas.  It  has  all  the  modern  improvements  and  conveniences 
of  a  hospital,  and  is  a  splendid  property.  The  beautiful  structure 
occupies  an  elevated  and  commanding  site  upon  the  beach. 

It  was  found,  upon  investigation  by  the  Regents,  that  $50,000 
donated  by  the  legislature,  was  inadequate  to  the  construction 
of  such  buildings  as  they  deemed  advisable  for  the  medical  col- 
lege, and  that  the  block  occupied  by  the  Sealy  hospital  was  not 
large  enough  for  both  buildings;  and  the  Regents  declined  to 
build  until  further  means  could  be  provided;  accordingly  the 
City  Council  of  Galveston  proposed  to  the  Twenty-first  Legisla- 
ture to  donate  $25,000  more,  if  the  State  would  appropriate  a 
like  amount,  with  which  to  erect  the  college  building.  This 
proposition  was  also  promptly  met,  and  with  this  additional 
$50,000  the  Regents  felt  safe  in  going  ahead.  Accordingly  they 
purchased  a  most  desirable  site,  the  block  adjoining  the  hospital; 
advertised  for  plans,  etc.,  agreed  upon  one — one  which  had  been 
submitted  by  one  of  the  ablest  architects — and  then  advertised 
for  bids  for  the  construction  of  the  building  in  accordance  there- 
with. The  buildiug  is  to  be  of  pressed  brick,  with  facades,  re- 
lieved of  monotony  by  ornamental  trimming.  It  is  to  be  200 
feet  long,  by  140  feet  deep,  and  will  cost,  complete,  $75,000.  It 
is  to  be  finished  in  one  year  from  date  of  contract.  The  archi- 
tect is  Mr.  A.  J.  Clayton,  of  Galveston,  and  the  contractor  is 
Mr.  A.  Braumbach,  of  Houston.  The  hospital  just  completed 
is  leased  to  the  City  of  Galveston  for  a  period  of  years  with  a 
reserve  of  certain  clinical  privileges  for  the  benefit  of  the  college 
for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 

The  building  will  be  modelled  and  constructed  in  accordance 
with  the  latest  and  approved  plans  for  such  buildings,  and  will 
contain  every  convenience  and  appurtenance  for  comfort  as  well 
as  for  the  purposes  of  medical  instruction, — and  Texas  will  have 
a  medical  college  second  to  none  in  point  of  beauty  of  structure. 
The  Hon.  President  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten, 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  most  of  the  above  information, 
says  in  a  note  to  us: 

•'"When  the  buildings  are  completed,  and  the  grounds  enclosed, 
improved  and  ornamented,  the  whole  affair  will  be  both  grand 
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and  beautiful,  and  in  keeping  with  the  charms  of  the  Island  City, 
and  should  elicit  the  interest  and  pride  of  every  Texas  doctor, 
that  it  may  become  a  great  medical  center  of  learning,  a  blessing 
to  humanity,  a  factor  in  the  civilization  progress  and  glory  of 
Texas." 


DR.  MERRYMAN  DROPS  IN. 


"Hello,  Daniels!"  said  the  doctor,  (he  always  will  call  us 
"Daniels")  as  he  dropped  lazily  into  our  easy  chair,  momentari- 
ly vacated,  and  throwing  his  legs  across  the  desk,  rolled  and 
lighted  a  cigarrette, — "have  you  seen  that  "bar"  story  in  one  of 
the  late  exchanges?" 

"No,"  we  replied,  "fact  is,  been  too  busy  to  look  over  the  pa- 
pers received  this  month;  and,  besides,  I  am  shoving  all  that  sort 
of  work  off  on  Bennett,  you  know;  he  likes  it,  and  good-natur- 
edly, makes  abstracts  and  notes  for  us;  but  tell  us  about  it." 

"Here  it  is,"  said  the  doctor,  "I'll  read  it.  It's  headed,  'The 
Dread  of  Death;'  should  have  been  'Dread-of-being-eaten-alive'  ; 
but  here  it  is,  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter.  I'll  read  it:" 

"Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  in  a  letter  to  Junius  Henri  Browne,  author 
of  a  paper  with  the  above  title,  says:  "Having  represented  a 
large  constituency  (the  University  of  Edinburgh)  for  seventeen 
years  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  I  naturally  came  in  contact 
with  the  most  eminent  medical  men  in  England.  I  have  put  the 
question  to  most  of  them:  'Did  you,  in  your  extensive  practice, 
ever  know  a  patient  who  was  afraid  to  die?'  With  two  excep- 
tions they  answered,  'No.'  One  of  these  exceptions  was  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie,  who  said  he  had  seen  one  case.  The  other  was 
Sir  Robert  Christian,  who  had  seen  one  case,  that  of  a  girl  of 
bad  character  who  had  a  sudden  accident.  I  have  known  three 
friends  who  were  partially  devoured  by  wild  beasts  under  appar- 
ently hopeless  circumstances  of  escape.  The  first  was  Living- 
stone, the  great  African  traveler,  who  was  knocked  on  his  back 
by  a  lion,  which  begun  to  munch  his  arm.  He  assured  me  that 
he  felt  no  fear  or  pain,  and  that  his  only  feeling  was  one  of  in- 
tense curiosity  as  to  which  part  of  the  body  the  lion  would  take 
next.  The  next  was  Rustem  Pasha,  now  Turkish  ambassador 
in  London.  A  bear  attacked  him,  and  tore  off  part  of  his  hand, 
and  a  part  of  his  arm  and  shoulder.  He  also  assured  me  that  he 
had  neither  pain  nor  fear,  but  that  he  felt  excessively  angry  be- 


I92 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


cause  the  bear  grunted  with  so  much  satisfaction  in  munching 
him.  The  third  case  is  that  of  Sir  Edward  Bradford,  an  Indian 
officer,  now  occupying  a  high  position  in  the  Indian  office.  He 
was  seized  in  a  solitary  place  by  a  tiger,  which  held  him  firmly 
behind  the  shoulder  with  one  paw,  and  then  deliberately  de- 
voured the  whole  of  his  arm,  beginning  at  the  end  and  ending 
at  the  shoulder.  He  was  positive  that  he  had  no  sensation  of 
fear,  and  thinks  that  he  felt  a  little  pain  when  the  fangs  went 
through  his  hand,  but  is  certain  that  he  felt  none  during  the 
munching  of  his  arm.' — Science,  Oct.  18,  1889." 

"Now,  isn't  that  a  likely  yarn?*'  said  the  doctor,  lighting  that 
everlasting  cigarrette,  without  which  he  is  never  seen,  "to  tell 
to  a  lot  of  doctors;  why,  what  was  the  fellow  doing  all  the  time 
the  bear  was  a  'chawin'  of  his  elbow?"  Why  didn't  he  run, — 
get  further, — or  hit  the  "bar",  or  choke  him  off, — or  cut  him,  or 
shoot  'im?  What  d'he  stand  there  and  let  the  'bar'  'chaw'  him 
for?  If  it  'aint  true,  it  ought  to  be;  and,  then,  the  lion  part  of 
it?  (I  had  nearly  said,  the  lyin'  part  of  it,  which  would  have 
been  no  distinction,  as  it's  all  of  that  sort.)  What  was  he  doin' 
he  didn't  get  away?  And  as  to  his  not  bein'  scared, — great  Scott! 
I'll  bet  he  was  as  scared  as  you  looked  when  they  called  on  you 
to  respond  to  the  toast  'the  ladies.'  " 

"Did  I  look  scared,  doctor?"  said  we,  "Swearingen  and  East- 
land said  I  got  off  my  'say'  very  creditably." 

"So  you  did, — after  you  got  started; — but  that  lion  fellow;  I 
want  to  know  what  he  was  doin',  standin'  still  for  a  lion  to  select 
the  softest  part  of  his  anatomy,  and  'chaw'  it  at  his  leisure?  And 
"not  scared,  but  only  consumed  by  curiosity  to  know  what  part 
the  lion  would  select  next! — A  pretty  story!  If  I  had  been  tellin' 
such  a  yarn,  especially  to  Texans,  with  any  hope  of  having  it 
believed,  I  would  have  had  the  man,  in  both  instances,  to  kill 
the  beast; — and  'bar-steak'  would  have  figured  in  the  latter  part 
it;"  "but,"  turning  round  in  our  easy  chair,  and  picking  up  our 
favorite  peu,  with  which  he  begun  digging  viciously  at  a  spot 
on  the  desk,  "did  you  see,  what  Roberts,  of  the  'Southern  Prac- 
titioner,' said  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical 
Association,  and  the  volume  of  Transactionsjpublished  by  him? 
and  how  he  brings  in  the  Texas  Transactions?  Did  you  see 
that?" 

"No;  where  is  it,  doctor?" 
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"Here  is  Roberts'  last,"  picking  it  from  the  pile  of  late  exchanges 
on  the  desk,  (reading)  "The  Southern  Practitioner,  Deering  J. 
Roberts,  M.  D.,  editor,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  November,  1889.  Rob- 
erts wields  a  pointed  pen, — if  he  is  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
question  of  medical  legislation  to  regulate  the  practice." 

"More  'pointed'  I  hope,  Doctor,  than  the  one  you  are  jabbing 
into  the  desk  there;  put  it  down, — that's  a  'private  pen.'  " 

The  Doctor  threw  a  look  of  disgust  at  us,  and  evidently 
thought  'chestnut,'  but  didn't  say  it;  but  continued,  after  puffing 
a  few  times  at  the  inevitable  cigarette — his  third  one, — 

"Roberts  used  to  serve  on  the  publishing  committee  of  the 
Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  and  he  knowns  how  Transac- 
tions ought  to  be  gotten  out;  is  a  good  critic.  He  goes  for  Dr. 
Nelson,  the  secretary,  in  a  way  to  make  one's  head  swin.  Why, 
he  says  the  most  of  the  many  mistakes  in  the  Transactions  are 
in  Dr.  Nelson's  minutes;  mistakes, — errors;  not  typographical 
errors,  but  errors  of  orthography, — bad  spelling;  and  points  out 
for  instance,  such  as — 'Tate'  for  'Tait,'  'liguor  amnia',  in  twenty 
places,  for  'liquor  amnii.'  Roberts  says  it  'makes  him  sick." 
"He  begs  the  secretary  to  send  out  postal  cards  calling  in  all 
the  volumes,  and  then  to  burn  them;  and  says  finally — it  is  a  big 
load  for  the  society  to  carry  such  a  secretary —Poor  Nelson; 
Then,  oughtn't  you  fellows  to  feel  good  when  the  New  England 
Monthly  says  of  the  Texas  Transactions — that  the  Texas  Medi- 
cal Association, — judging  from  the  'portly' — yes — 'portly'  vol- 
ume (300  pages;  do  you  think  that  was  intended  for  sarcasm?") 
— judging  from  the  'portly'  volume  before  him  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  must  be  composed  of  a  lot  of  intelligent  go 
ahead  workers — indefatigable, — or  words  to  that  effect;  and  that 
the  volume  of  Transactions  would  be  a  credit  to  any  State  Asso- 
ciation." 

"But,  Doctor,  what  was  it  you  started  out  to  tell  us  Roberts 
said  of  our  Transactions?" 

"Why,  he  rapped  Nelson  over  the  nuckles  for  extravagance  in 
binding  the  Transactions  in  cloth;  and  said  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association  tried  binding  their  Transactions  in  cloth  two- 
years,  but  abandoned  it,  and  came  back  to  the  good  old  fashioned 
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■democratic  paper  binding  of  our  fathers; — a  good  joke  on  Rob- 
erts! That  paper  binding  wasn't  a  matter  of  preference  with 
your  publishing  committtee,  wTas  it  Daniels?  Rather  because  of 
the  insufficiency  of  the  funds  to  pay  for  cloth  covers,  eh?" 

"Yes,  to  tell  you  the  truth  Doctor,  as  a  member  of  the  publishing 
committee  and  secretary,  we  got  so  much  praise  from  the  medi- 
cal press  for  the  Transactions  issued  in  cloth  in  '85-' 86  that  it 
spoilt  us,  and  it  went  against  the  grain  to  have  to  issue  '8y-'88 
in  paper.  Speaking  individually,  I  was  always  rather  partial  to 
"store  clothes;"  and  if  the  association  had  enough  money  to  pay 
for  cloth  covers,  I  for  one  should  never  favor  paper  back  Transac- 
tions. Our  Transactions  are  worth  preserving,  and  can't  be  pre- 
served in  pamphlet  covers;  and  besides,  every  member  wants  a 
cloth  volume.  Why,  Sir,  this  year  the  publishing  committee 
issued  500  copies  in  cloth — all  the  treasury  could  afford,  and  150 
in  paper,  and  as  there  are  504  members — why  of  course,  four 
members,  at  least,  got  paper;  and  we  have  been  kept  awake  at 
night,  ever  since,  for  fear  that  next  mail  would  bring  four  kicks> 
and  complaints  at  our  discriminating  in  the  distribution." — 
•Well?" 

"Not  to  date,"  said  we,  with  a  sigh."  — 

"Changing  the  subject"  said  the  jolly  Doctor,  "that  'elixir' 
business  has  about  subsided,  hasn't  it?  What  next?  Can't  you 
get  up  some  excitement  Daniels?" 

"No,  I  guess  not,  Doctor.  Suppose  you  try  your  hand.  By 
the  bye,  Doctor,  I  see  your  subscription  has  about  ex — " 

"Ta-ta,"  "aurevoir,"  "so  long,"  said  the  jolly  Doctor,  as  he 
leisurely  unloaded  his  legs  from  the  desk,  straightened  up, 
y^awned,  and  glided  gracefully  out  at  the  door,  throwing  back  at 
11s  one  of  his  sweetest  smiles — "I'll  see  you  later." 

"Call  again,  Doctor." 


yVlEDicAL  News  and  Miscellany. 


Dr.  Morse  K.  Taylor,  late  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  died  October 
20th  ult.,  at  his  home  in  San  Antonio. 
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Dr.  L.  J.  Randall  is  attending  a  special  course  at  Bellevue 
Hospital,  New  York. 

Dr.  O.  J.  Kendall,  of  Throckmorton,  is  at  the  New  York 
Polyclinic,  and  requests  the  Journal  sent  to  him  there. 

Removals. — Dr.  B.  A.  Harris  has  removed  from  Morris, 
Dallas  county,  to  Ohla-Union,  Wilbarger  county;  Dr.  J.  Duffau 
fsom  Austin  to  Houston;  Dr.  L.  W.  Cocke  from  San  Marcos  to 
Boerne. 


We  regret  exceedingly  to  be  called  on  to  chronicle  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Frazier,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Frazier,  of  Rusk.  Mrs.  Frazier 
died  on  the  13th  of  October,  after  a  protracted  illness.  We  ten- 
der to  the  doctor  our  heartfelt  S3  nipathy. 


Dr.  F.  Iy.  Sim. — The  governor  of  Tennessee  showed  excellent 
•discriminating  good  sense  in  selecting  Dr.  F.  L,.  Sim,  of  Mem- 
phis, to  serve  on  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in  lieu  of  Dr. 
Thornton,  resigned.  The  governor  might  have  looked  the  State 
over  and  not  found  a  more  zealous,  capable  and  efficient  man  to 
fill  the  place.  We  congratulate  the  governor  and  the  board  on 
the  appointment. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor,  of  San  Antonio,  was  in  a  terrible  wreck  on 
the  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  near  Brownwood,  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourth  instant.  Although  badly  wounded,  when  he  regained 
consciousness  he  diligently  set  to  work  to  relieve  the  other 
wounded,  and  in  doing  so  had  to  be  lifted  and  carried  from  one 
to  another.  The  doctor  reached  San  Antonio  on  the  6th,  and 
was  taken  to  his  rooms  at  the  San  Antonio  Club,  where  he  is 
being  cared  for  by  his  friends.  Drs.  H.  P.  Smith  and  Gober,  of 
Goldthwaite,  also  rendered  valuable  aid  to  the  wounded  passen- 
gers. 

The  Champion  Mover. — Dr.  W.  P.  Fleming,  formerly  of 
Georgetown,  Texas,  having  been  appointed  chief  surgeon  of  the 
Puget  Sound  Railroad,  removed  to  Seattle,  W.  T.,  and  we  re- 
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corded  it,  and  changed  his  address  on  our  subscription  list.  He 
then  removed  to  Franklin,  W.  T.  We  duly  chronicled  it,  and 
changed  address,  as  before.  Then  the  doctor  went  to  San  Diego, 
Cal.,  where  we  followed  him,  and  now  we  are  called  upon  to 
chronicle  his  return  to  Texas,  and  location  at  San  Antonio.  AH 
this  since  April.  We  hope  the  doctor  has  "lit,"  and  will  stay 
"lit."  He  has  been  something  like  the  Irishman's  flea — "put 
your  finger  on  him  and  he  'aint'  there."  Or,  Dr.  Merriman  sug- 
gests, he  may  well  be  compared  to  a  certain  well-known  migra- 
tory bird,  and  called  the  "Fleming-go,"  (or  will  we  be  called 
upon  to  say — Fleming-gone  again?) 


The  Medical  Mirror — Dr.  I.  N.  Love  announces  that  in 
January,  1890,  he  will  commence  the  publication,  in  St.  Louis,  of 
a  medical  menthly,  to  be  called  the  "Medical  Mirror."  In  this 
he  proposes  to  "reflect  the  medical  profession  of  to-day,  and  its 
accepted  advances;"  it  is  to  be  "a  monthly  reflector  of  the  pro- 
fession and  its  progress. ' '  We  anticipate  something  bright,  and 
shall  look  with  longing  for  the  appearance  of  the  new  luminary. 
In  advance,  we  wish  the  enterprising  doctor  abundant  success, 
and  we  believe  he  will  have  it — if  enterprise,  capability  and  de- 
termination to  win  avail  anything.  The  doctor  lays  down  his 
platform  in  emphatic  language,  a'ld  if  he  carries  it  out  to  the  let- 
ter, the  profession  will  have  a  valuable  accession  to  the  literature 
of  the  day.  Subscription  price  $2  a  year.  See  advertisement  in 
our  ad.  pages. 


Austin  District  Medical  Society. — The  ninth  quarterly 
meeting  of  this  society  will  be  held  in  Austin,  on  the  19th  of 
December  proximo.  Morning  session  will  be  called  at  9:30  a.  m., 
Thursday,  and  an  afternoon  session  at  2  o'clock.  An  interest- 
ing programme  has  been  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  members 
and  others  are  urged  to  attend.  We  want  every  reputable  phy- 
sician in  the  district  accessible  to  Austin  to  become  a  member. 
The  subject  of  fitting  up,  permanently, |a  hall  for  meeting  and 
library,  will  be  considered. 
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OOK  [NOTICES. 


Sweedish  Movement  and  Massage  Treatment,  a  Manual 
of  Instruction  by  Prof.  H.  Nisseu,  Director  of  the  Swedish 
Heath  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C.  F.  A.  Davis,  Publisher, 
1889.,  pp  128.    Price  $1. 

This  little  book  explains  the  Swedish  movement  and  treat- 
ment. It  gives  the  indications  for  treatment  and  how  to  apply 
it.  The  book  shows  how  operators  are  to  be  educated  and 
trained  and  prescribed  by  physicans.  It  is  a  handy  little  book 
for  any  one  who  wishes  to  post  himself  scientifically  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Swedish  movement  and  massage. 

Lectures  on  Bright's  Disease,  By  Robt.  Saundly,  M.  D., 
Edin.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Physicians,  London.  E.  B.  Treat, 
Publisher,  N.  Y.,  1889. 

This  book  has  fifty  illustrations  and  290  pages.  The  author  is 
well  known  and  is  good  authority  on  the  subject  treated  of  in 
the  book.  While  there  is  not  a  great  deal  that  is  specially  new 
in  the  work  it  is  well  up  to  date  and  thorough  in  all  the  details  of 
the  subject. 

The  Functions  and  Disorders  of  the  Reproductive  Or- 
gans  in  Childhood,  Youth,  Adult  Age,  and  Advanced  Life, 
By  William  Acton,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  of  Paris,  France,  P.  Blakis- 
ton,  Son  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  1888. 

This  is  certainly  a  popular  book.  It  has  already  run  through 
six  large  editions,  this  being  the  seventh.  It  contains  260  pages 
well  printed. 

The  subject  of  this  book  has  been  left  too  much  to  charlatans. 
The  "errors  and  indecretions  of  youth"  is  a  familiar  advertise- 
ment that  has  caught  many  a  young  man.  Such  a  work  as  the 
one  under  consideration  does  credit  to  the  head  and  heart  of  the 
distinguished  author,  and  its  popularity  among  the  profession 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  indication  that  the  subject  is  being 
reclaimed  from  the  hands  of  quackery  and  given  its  true  place 
in  legitimate  medicine. 
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Electricity  and  the  Methods  of  its  employment  in  re- 
moving  Superfluous  Hairs  and  Other  Facial  Blemishes.  By 
Plym  S.  Hayes,  A.  M.  M.  D.,  Chicago,  1889.  W.  T.  Keener, 
Publisher,  Chicago. 

This  is  a  small  book  of  only  123  pages,  but  it  contains  all  the 
information  needed  by  an  intelligent  practitioner  to  enable  him 
to  successfully  employ  electrolysis  in  the  removal  of  (superfluous 
hairs,  moles,  naevi,  etc. 

This  process  has  been  known  for  thirteen  years.  It  is  now 
perfected  and  established. 


Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 
Twenty-first  annual  session,  held  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  April, 
1889.    Eugene  von  Boeckmann,  Austin,  1889. 

"Many  interesting  reports  are  made  and  well  put  together,  com- 
prising a  neat  volume  of  over  three  hundred  pages,  among 
which,  in  the  section  on  pathology,  is  an  account  of  two  cases  of 
leprosy,  in  which  the  non-contagious  nature  of  the  disease  is  ad- 
vocated. But  one  important  fact  is  overlooked — that  leprosy 
sometimes  appears  after  an  interval  of  from  five  to  twenty  years, 
and  that  those  with  whom  the  lepers  may  come  in  contact  may 
develop  the  disease  in  future  years.  The  best  authority  upon  the 
subject  holds  that  leprosy  is  contagious. — Medical  Bulletin." 

Dr.  Dock  thinks  differently. 


Publisher's  JsTotes. 


Depression  of  Opium  Habit. — 

R    Tinct.  Capsici  x/2  oz. 

Con.  Tinct.  A  venae   .  .  .  1  oz. 

Celerina  [Rio]  .....  6%  oz. 
M.  Sig.    Teaspoonful  several  times  a  day. 


The  day  of  mercurials  as  blood  alteratives  is  past,  and  vege- 
table alteratives  have  now  universally  taken  their  place.  The 
Succus  Alter ans  (McDade).  manufactured  by  Eli  Lilly  &  Co., 
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of  Indianapolis,  is  a  rare  product,  and  is  winning  laurels  wher- 
ever used.  Their  Elixir  Purgans  is  also  valuable. — Chicago  Med- 
ical Times: 


Attention  is  directed  to  the  new  advertisement  of  Messrs.  O. 
J.  Woodruff  &  Co.'s  Phosphorized  Cerebro  Spinat, — a  new  and 
popular  remedy,  that  all  physicians  should  give  a  fair  trial. 


Ii  is  with  pleasure  we  call  attention  to  the  advertisement  of 
the  New  York  Medical  Journal  in  this  issue.  It  is  a  well-known 
progressive  and  very  spirited  weekly,  admirably  edited  and  man- 
aged, and  published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co.  A  live  weekly  is 
now  a  necessity  with  progressive  pnysicians,  and  we  recommend 
the  above  most  cordially. 


Fined  for  Substitution. — This  Journal  is  informed  by 
Messrs.  Battle  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  that  in  Kansas  City,  recently, 
the  following  druggists  were  tried  before  Judge  Worthen,  and 
each  fined  $500  and  costs  for  counterfeiting  the  trade  mark  of 
Bromedia  viz. :  Chas.  Chadwick,  O.  R.  Wyeth,  Iy.  A.  Schoen,  G. 
J.  Schoen,  C.  F.  Herman,  Geo.  Eysell  and  H.  L.  Roy. 

It  would  seem'that  such  vigorous  measures  would  put  a  stop 
to  such  practices.  "Substitution  by  Druggists"  is  a  growing 
evil. 


Muldoon's  Method  of  Physical  Training. — In  these  days 
of  so-called  "physical  degeneracy,"  there|is  no  American  of  any 
class  who  does  not  take  a  warm  interest  in  Physical  Culture — in 
the  development  of  muscle,  in  the  bringing  of  the  body  up  to 
"concert  pitch"  with  every  faculty  at"  its  best.  Who  is  there, 
whether  doctor,  parson,  student,  lawyer  or  merchant,  who  would 
not,  if  he  could,  have  Sullivan's  girth  of  chest  and  strenth  of 
back,  his  hardness  of  muscle  and  power  of  endurance?  It  is  well 
known  that  Sullivan  was  a  physical  wreck  when  Muldoon  took 
hold  of  him — unsteady  of  nerve,  flabby  of  muscle,  short  of  wind, 
reduced ;by  excesses,  and  poisoned  with  typhoid.    A  more  form- 
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idable  single,  unarmed  fighting  machine  never  appeared  in  the 
world  before  than  was  this  same  Sullivan,  when  he  stripped  at 
Richburg.  How  was  it  done?  As  a  whole  the  book  will  prove 
highly  interesting  reading  to  a  wide  class  of  readers.  Every 
man  whose  health  and  physical  condition  is  below  par  is  inter- 
ested in  it.    See  our  advertisement. 


To  Medical  Students  and  Preceptors. — In  looking  around 
for  a  spring  and  summer  school  where  graduation  will  be  as 
honorable  and  a  diploma  as  much  respected  as  if  issued  by  a 
winter  school,  do  not  overlook  the  "Wooster," — the  medical  de- 
partment of  Wooster  University,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  This  famous 
school  is  equipped  in  a  most  thorough  manner,  fully  up  to  all 
modern  methods  of  instruction,  possesses  excellent  clinical  ad- 
vantages, and  is  officered  by  a  corps  of  instructors  second  to  none 
in  ability  and  experience.  You  can  go  at  once  from  the  halls  of 
a  winter  school,  and,  by  matriculating  in  March,  complete  your 
course  without  interruption.  For  catalogue  write  to  Dr.  F.  E. 
Buntz,  Sec,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  mention  this  journal. 


W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  have  received  a  silver  medal  at  the 
Paris  World's  Fair,  being  the  highest  of  its  kind,  in  recognition 
of  the  following  claims:  First. — W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s  Pills, 
quick  solubility  and  accuracy.  Second. — Reliability  and  per- 
manency unsurpassed.  Third. — Perfection  in  coating,  thorough 
composition  and  accurate  subdivision.  Fourth. — Excellence  in 
solubility  of  the  finished  product  in  from  four  to  six  minutes. 
Fifth. — Quinine  Pills,  for  accuracy  in  weight  and  purity  of  ma- 
terial. Also  for  Warner  &  Co.'s  Effervescent  Salts:  First. — 
Superior  effervescing  properties.  Second. — General  elegance  and 
excellence.  Third. — Stability  of  the  effervescing  quality  sus- 
tained by  critical  examination.  This  is  the  13th  World's  Fair 
Medal  which  attests  to  their  superiority.  Physicians  should  be 
careful  to  specify  Warner  &  Co. 


DAN  lEL'S 
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CHANGES  UPON  THE  BODY  OF  THE  FCETUS  BY  MENTAL  IM- 
PRESSIONS. 

•      BY  A.  N.  DENTON,  M.  D.,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 


[Read  Before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  September  20,  18S9.] 

A  I AHOSE  who  adopt  the  materialistic  views  of  Darwin  and 
Haeckel  can  never  satisfaetorially  account  for  the  physical 
changes  which  are  so  often  effected  upon  the  body  of  the  foetus 
in  utero  by  mental  impressions  more  or  less  profound  upon  the 
mind  of  the  mother. 

That  such  changes  and  physical  modifications  are  often  effected 
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in  this  way  can  scarcely  be  questioned  by  any  attentive  reader  of 
the  various  works  on  physiology  and  midwifery.  In  a  paper  of 
this  scope,  I  can  only  cite  you  to  a  few  examples  in  proof  of  the 
assertion  that  these  impressions  are  often  followed  by  such  physi- 
cal changes,  and  even  death  of  the  foetus  in  utero. 

Montgomery  in  his  admirable  work  on  pregnancy,  alludes  to 
and  quotes  a  case  reported  by  Morgagne,  in  which  a  mental  im- 
pression was  quickly  followed  by  the  death  of  the  foetus. 

Montgomery  says:  4 'The  question  whether  mental  emotions 
do  influence  the  development  of  the  embryo  must  be  answered 
in  the  affirmative.  Instances  have  undoubtedly  occurred  of  such 
material  impressions;  fright,  more  particularly  when  violent,  giv- 
ing rise  to  malformation.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurred 
under  my  own  observation  several  years  ago,  so  remarkable 
that  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  if  I  think  it  presents  something 
more  than  a  mere  striking  coincidence. 

"A  lady  pregnant  for  the  first  time,  to  whom  I  recommended 
frequent  exercise  in  the  open  air,  declined  going  out  as  often  as 
was  thought  necessary,  assigning  as  her  reason,  that  she  was 
afraid  of  seeing  a  man  whose  appearance  had  greatly  shocked 
and  disgusted  her;  he  used  to  crawl  along  on  the  flagway  on  his 
Tiands  and  knees  with  his  feet  turned  up  behind  him,  which  latter 
were  malformed  and  imperfect,  appearing  as  if  they  had  been 
cut  off  at  the  instep,  and  he  exhibited  them  thus,  and  uncovered, 
in  order  to  excite  commiseration.  I  afterward  attended  this 
lady  in  her  confinement,  and  her  child,  which  was  born  a  month 
before  its  time,  and  lived  but  a  few  minutes,  although  in  evety 
other  respect  perfect,  had  the  feet  malformed  and  defective  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  way  as  the  cripple  who  had  alarmed  her,  and 
whom  I  had  often  seen. 

"Still  more  recently,  I  witnessed  the  following  fact:  Mrs.  N., 
the  wife  of  a  clergyman,  came  to  town  for  her  confinement,  and  a 
lady  who  was  with  her  told  me  that  she  had  been  very  uneasy  in 
her  mind  from  an  apprehension  that  her  child  would  be  born  with 
a  deformed  hand;  her  anxiety  had  been  induced  by  the  follow- 
ing occurrence:  The  mistress  of  a  school  which  she  frequently 
visited,  had  been  delivered  of  a  child  with  a  deformed  hand,  and 
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as  Mrs.  N.  was  known  to  be  at  all  times  very  nervous  and  easily 
alarmed,  and  was  then  only  a  short  time  pregnant,  great  pains 
were  taken  to  prevent  her  seeing  the  child,  except  with  such  pre- 
caution as  would  preclude  her  observing  the  hand;  it  happened, 
however,  one  day  that  she  walked  unexpectedly  into  the  room 
where  it  lay  asleep,  and  sat  down  by  the  cradle  to  look  at  the 
child,  which  at  the  moment  happened,  unfortunately,  to  have  the 
deformed  hand  fully  exposed  to  view.  She  felt  greatly  shocked, 
and  often  afterward  alluded  to  what  she  had  seen,  and  expressed 
her  conviction  that  her  child  would  be  born  with  a  similar  de- 
formity. Yery  soon  after  her  delivery,  she  expressed  an  anxious 
wish  to  see  her  infant,  which  was  brought  to  her  wrapped  up  in 
a  flannel  in  the  usual  way.  She  instantly  drew  out  the  child's 
arm,  and  with  a  look  of  horror  exclaimed:  'Oh  the  dreadful 
hand!'  and  there  it  certainly  was,  with  exactly  the  same  de- 
formity as  that  which  had  excited  her  disgust  and  terror  several 
months  before.  The  deformity  consisted  in  the  absence  of  one 
finger,  and  the  complete  union  of  the  middle  and  third  fingers, 
the  united  extremities  of  which  were  covered  by  one  nail,  present- 
ing a  very  disagreeable  appearance  indeed." 

"Several  instances  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  which  im- 
pressions from  external  objects  have  produced  in  the  lower  ani- 
mal, also,  corresponding  effects  on  their  offspring." 

Dr.  Dunglison,  in  his  medical  dictionary,  in  his  enumeration  of 
the  causes  of  monsters,  gives  the  first  place  to  "the  influence  of 
the  maternal  imagination  on  the  foetus  in  utero."  But  I  will  not 
consume  your  time  by  further  quotations,  some  of  which  might 
be  adduced  to  the  same  effect  from  many  of  the  leading  authors 
of  this  and  past  generations. 

The  truth  is  that  this  principle  has  long  been  known,  and 
recognized,  not  only  by  the  medical  profession,  but  by  breeders 
of  stock,  who  have  practically  demonstrated  the  truth  of 
the  principle  in  the  modification  of  color  and  other  char- 
acteristics of  horses,  cattle,  etc.  A  very  striking  instance  of 
the  turning  of  such  knowledge  to  good  account  in  a  financial 
point  of  view,  is  shown  in  the  sharp  practice  of  the  patriarch 
Jacob  in  his  dealings  with  his  father-in-law,  Laban. 
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In  the  contract  between  them,  it  was  agreed  that  Jacob  should 
have  for  his  share  all  the  increase  of  the  cattle,  except  those  of 
uniform  color,  but  by  a  peculiar  device  of  placing  rods  of  varia- 
gated  colors  at  the  watering  troughs,  where  they  were  seen  by 
the  kine  at  the  moment  of  conception,  the  color  of  the  increase 
were  so  modified  as  to  inure  greatly  to  Jacob's  advantage,  so 
that  he  became  rich,  while  his  father-in-law  became  poorer.  But 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  consume  your  time  by  further  argument 
in  support  of  the  proposition  that  these  impressions  are  made,  as 
these  effects  on  the  foetus  have  so  often  been  witnessed  and  re- 
corded by  careful  and  truthful  observers,  that  the  proof  of  the 
proposition  amounts  to  a  demonstration. 

Therefore,  the  only  remaining  question  of  interest  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  under  discussion  is,  how  these  impressions 
are  made;  through  what  medium  are  such  results  accomplished. 
Evidently,  to  my  mind,  through  the  mental  organism  of  the 
mother.  The  truth  is,  it  is  impossible  for  these  impressions  to 
be  made  through  any  other  medium,  and  those  wrho  adopt  the 
views  of  Messrs.  Haeckel,  Huxley  and  Tyndal  are  totally  unable 
to  account  for  this  and  many  other  phenomena  in  connection  with 
man's  existence,  upon  any  physical  hypothesis. 

Some  months  ago,  in  a  paper  which  I  had  the  honor  of  read- 
ing before  this  society,  I  endeavored  to  prove,  and  I  think  I  did 
prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  unprejudiced,  the  duality  of 
man's  existence,  as  well  as  that  of  every  living  creature. 

Since  that  time  rather  extensive  reading  and  reflection  upon 
this  subject  has  only  strengthened  my  convictions  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  in  reaching  this  conclusion  I  have  not  in  any  degree 
been  biased  or  influenced  by  the  tenets  taught  by  Christianity  or 
the  Bible.  The  same  questions  which  I  then  discussed  are  in- 
volved in  the  subject  of  maternal  impressions  on  the  human  em- 
bryo or  foetus  in  utero,  and,  while  I  do  not  intend  to  weary  you, 
by  traveling  over  the  same  ground,  I  desire  to  submit  for  your 
consideration  some  additional  thoughts  upon  the  subject. 

While  I  am  ready  to  record  my  admission  that  the  exact  rela- 
tions existing  between  man's  physical  system  and  his  mental  or- 
ganism, as  well  as  to  the  consequences  to  the  latter,  of  the  death 
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and  disintegration  of  the  former,  are  at  present  to  me  unknown 
and  inexplicable,  I  claim  that  the  existence  of  this  mental  en- 
tity of  man  can  be  fairly  demonstrated  by  a  variety  of  phenom- 
ena seen  in  everyday  life,  and  that  without  the  admission  of  the 
existence  of  this  living  intelligence,  this  substantial  though  in- 
tangible entity,  many  of  these  phenomena  are  wholy  inexplica- 
ble that  admit  of  easy  explanation  upon  this  hypothesis.  It  is 
a  well  known  fact  that  physical  as  well  as  mental  characteristics 
are  transmitted  from  parent  to  child.  Diseases  in  great  variety 
are  also  inherited  from  generation  to  generation,  as  is  generally 
supposed  through  or  by  the  corporeal  structure  of  the  bod}'. 
But  if  we  admit  the  truth  of  the  well  known  theory  of  dis- 
integration, waste  and  supply  of  the  physical  system,  as  taught 
in  every  standard  work  on  physiology,  we  are  compelled  to  reject 
the  doctrine  of  transmission  of  physical  or  mental  characteristics 
through  the  medium  of  the  blood  or  other  part  of  the  corporeal 
structure.  It  is  impossible  that  the  physical  body  can  be  the 
medium  of  such  transmission;  because  every  atom  composing  it 
is  disintegrated  and  removed  from  the  system,  and  new  material 
substituted  several  times  during  the  average  period  of  an  ordina- 
ry human  life.  This  fact  cannot  be  controverted,  nor  will  it  be 
disputed.  I  ask  then,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  corporeal  body 
can  be  the  medium  or  agent  for  such  transmission  ?  And  if  the 
physical  system  is  not  the  medium  through  which  these  charac- 
teristics are  inherited,  then  by  exclusion,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  such  transmission  is  effected  through  that  intangible  entity, 
which  we  call  mind.  Memory,  too,  is  wholly  inexplicable  upcn 
any  other  theory  than  the  one  assumed. 

Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  or  unreasonable,  than  to  suppose 
that  the  events  of  the  past  are  permanently  retained  upon  the 
corporeal  structure  of  our  bodies,  while  it  is  universally  admitted 
that  the  entire  mass  of  this  structure  is  disintegrated  and  washed 
away  several  times  during  the  course  of  our  lives. 

It  would  be  as  rational  and  reasonable  to  write  the  statutes  of 
your  State  upon  the  ever  shifting  sands  which  are  perpetually 
washed  by  the  waves  of  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  expect  it  to  re- 
main a  permanent  record,  as  to  expect  those  impressions  to  be 
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indefinitely  retained  upon  a  structure  that  is  forever  undergoing 
changes  which  amounts  to  frequent  and  complete  destruction. 
Surely  the  admission  must  be  made  by  every  reasonable  creature 
that  the  great  store  house  of  past  events  which  we  call  memory, 
must  have  a  more  permanent  and  enduring  canvas,  upon  which 
to  preserve  the  record  of  those  impressions,  than  a  structure 
which  is  constantly  undergoing  destructive  changes  and  muta- 
tions. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  objected  to  by  materialists  that  the  mind 
is  often  impaired  or  apparently  obliterated  by  injury  or  disease 
of  certain  portions  of  the  corporeal  structure,  and  this  is  seized 
upon  as  an  argument  that  it  is  only  a  property  of  matter  and 
must  cease  to  exist  upon  the  destruction  of  our  ph3^sical  bodies. 

As  I  have  admitted  in  the  earlier  pages  of  this  paper,  there  are 
some  questions  in  reference  to  the  relations  existing  between 
mind  and  matter  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  are 
inexplicable;  but  it  may  be  assumed  with  reason  that  during  the 
mysterious  relationship  which  exists  between  our  mental  and 
physical  organisms,  the  former  would  not  usually  be  affected 
and  modified  in  various  ways  by  disease  or  destruction  of  parts 
of  the  latter  during  their  association. 

Striking  analogies  in  support  of  this  assumption  may  be  seen 
in  the  generation  and  transmission  of  the  electric  fluid. 

But  I  have  neither  time  nor  disposition  to  discuss  these  intri- 
cate questions  in  detail.  My  motive  in  the  outset  was  only  to 
prove  the  existence  within  our  physical  bodies  of  a  more  per- 
manent and  enduring  medium,  through  and  by  which  these 
maternal  impressions  are  made  on  the  foetus  in  utero. 

Many  additional  proofs  of  the  existence  and  ceaseless  activity 
of  this  vital  organism  might  be  adduced;  among  the  number  the 
healing  of  wounds  of  any  kind  and  grade,  and  the  efforts  of 
this  vital  intelligence  to  restore  the  parts  and  organs  to  their 
original  shape  and  symmetry,  affords  numberless  striking  exam- 
ples and  proofs  of  the  duality  of  every  living  creature. 

A  still  more  impressive  proof  of  such  dual  nature  is  afforded 
in  the  complete  reproduction  of  the  tail  of  the  Salamander,  after 
its  detachment  from  the  body  of  the  animal.    During  my  boy- 
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hood  I  have  often  detached  or  cut  off  the  tails  of  the  common 
brown  lizzard  and  have  often  witnessed  their  complete  reproduc- 
tion in  the  exact  form  of  the  original  organ. 

Can  physicists  who  hold  to  the  materialistic  views  of  Messrs. 
Haeckel  and  Huxley,  satisfactorily  account  for  this  curious  phe- 
nomenon? How  is  it  possible  for  philosophers  who  exclude  all 
living  intelligence  from  the  creation  and  perpetuation  of  life  in 
all  its  forms,  to  account  for  this  building  and  reconstruction  of 
an  entire  organ?" 

The  reproduction  of  the  tail  of  this  little  animal  presents  for 
our  consideration  something  more  than  the  healing  of  a  wound. 
As  before  stated,  it  is  the  reforming  and  building  up  of  an  entire 
organ  in  the  exact  shape  of  the  original.  How  is  this  to  be  ac- 
counted for?  Who  is  the  architect  of  this  curious  reconstruction 
of  an  organ?  Do  the  cells  and  molecules  which  compose  the 
blood  of  this  little  animal  possess  the  inherent  intelligence  to 
superintend  the  building  of  this  new  structure,  and  move  for- 
ward in  the  stream  of  blood  and  climb  into  the  proper  positions, 
in  order  to  reconstruct  the  tail  of  this  living  creature? 

The  truth  is,  the  exact  pattern  for  this  piece  of  architecture 
exists  in  the  vital  organism  of  the  animal,  and  by  this  model  the 
process  of  reconstruction,  its  physical  counterpart,  is  begun  and 
carried  on  to  completion. 

But  I  desist  at  present  from  further  elaboration  of  this  subject^ 
and  return  but  for  a  moment  to  the  more  direct  discussion  of  the 
point  at  issue,  viz. :  the  medium  by  and  through  which  maternal 
impressions  on  the  foetus  are  made.  Physiological  investigations 
have  established  the  fact  that  the  circulation  of  the  foetus  in 
utero  is  distinct  from  that  of  the  mother,  and  that  the  blood  of 
the  former  is  oxydized  and  its  physical  system  supported  and 
nourished  by  the  exposure  of  its  blood  through  the  medium  of 
the  placenta  to  the  arterial  blood  of  the  mother,  the  process  be- 
ing somewhat  similar  to  that  seen  in  the  beings  after  birth. 

Neither  have  physiologists  been  able  to  trace  any  direct  ven- 
ous communication  between  mother  and  foetus.  Thus  it  seems 
that  so  far  as  any  direct  physical  communication  between  the 
two  is  concerned,  the  circulatory  and  nervous   systems  are 
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upon  an  equal  footing.  But  I  think  it  will  scarcely  be  seriously 
questioned  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  scientists  have 
hitherto  failed  to  discover  the  physical  conductors  through  which 
such  influences  are  usually  transmitted,  there  does  exist  an 
intimate  nervous  relationship  between  the  mother  and  foetus, 
though  perhaps  in  a  modified  form. 

There  is,  I  think,  too  great  a  disposition  to  discredit  the  ex- 
istence of  all  substance,  save  that  which  can  be  recognized  by 
our  senses,  and  hence,  because  the  mental  entity  which  we  call 
mind,  cannot  be  seen  or  felt,  its  very  existence  is  questioned  or 
disputed,  although  the  results  of  its  operations  and  its  ceaseless 
activity  are  plainly  visible  on  every  hand. 

From  what  has  been  said  in  the  preceding  pages,  I  think  the 
following  conclusions  may  be  legitimately  drawn: 

1.  That  profound  impressions  through  the  mother  involving 
physical  changes  on  the  foetus  in  utero,  though  rare,  have  been 
frequently  observed  and  cannot  reasonably  be  questioned. 

2.  That  such  impressions  sometimes  profoundly  change  and 
modify  the  physical  and  mental  organism  of  the  embryo  or  foetus, 
even  to  the  extent  of  great  physical  deformity  in  some  instances. 

3.  That  these  impressions  are  made  through  the  mental  or- 
ganism of  the  mother. 


Contributed  exclusively  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

MALPRACTICE. 


BY  LUCIUS  WEINSCHENK,  ESQ.,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,  CHICAGO. 


Read  Eefore  the  Chicago  Medico-Legal  Society,  October  5,  1889,  President 
E.  J.  Doering,  in  the  chair. 

OF  ALL  the  learned  professions,  that  of  the  physician  is  of 
the  greatest  concern  to  the  majority  of  mankind.  It  deals 
directly  with  our  health,  the  proper  maintenance  of  which  lies  at 
the  very  foundation  of  a  useful  career  in  life,  without  which  happi- 
ness is  unknown.  The  priest  or  pastor  is  concerned  only  with 
such  persons  as  are  of  a  spiritual  turn  of  mind,  and  who  profess 
religion,  prompted  either  by  sentiment  or  conviction.  These 
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votaries  of  conscience  form  but  a  fragment  of  the  race.  The  law- 
yer sacredly  guards  the  interests  of  those  who  either  from  acci- 
dent or  misfortune  seek  his  aid.  He  is  the  protector  of  their  per- 
son and  their  property,  the  guardian  of  their  liberties.  Here 
too,  those  dependent  upon  this  profession,  form  but  an  incre- 
ment of  society.  But  the  doctor  is  intrusted  with  the  very  exist- 
ence of  life  and  the  health  and  happiness  of  those  who  are  most 
dear  and  near  to  us.  The  rich  and  the  poor,  the  proud  and  the 
humble,  the  old  and  the  young,  all  are  alike  dependent  upon  the 
physician  from  the  very  moment  in  which  they  are  ushered  into 
existence  until  such  time  as  death  seals  the  lips,  and  the  soul 
wearied  with  the  hardships  of  terrestrial  servitude  seeks  a  more 
glorious  existence.  Of  the  great  triumvirate  of  professions,  there- 
fore, law,  theology  and  physic,  that  of  the  physician  may  be  re- 
garded as  pre-eminently  the  noblest  and  most  useful  of  human 
pursuits,  having  for  its  aim  the  temporal  concern  of  man.  It  is 
the  prime  factor  in  the  production  of  happiness  and  prosperity. 
By  reason  of  the  very  law  of  nature  by  which  man  was  deprived 
of  eternal  life  and  incurred  the  liability  to  corporeal  disease — the 
healing  art  is  co-eval  with  man  himself;  necessity  alone  prompted 
its  inception,  self  preservation  urged  its  study,  reason  and  expe- 
rience promoted  it,  until  to-day  it  stands  as  a  living  monument 
to  testify  to  the  great  skill  of  those  who  devoted  years  to  its 
study  and  gave  their  best  efforts  for  the  benefit  of  suffering  hu- 
manity. 

To  no  class  of  persons  is  the  esteem  and  veneration  of  man- 
kind so  justly  due  as  to  him  who  devotes  his  energy  and  life  work 
to  the  amelioration  of  his  fellow  man,  and  whose  aim  and  pur- 
pose is  to  so -help  his  neighbor  that  he  may  properly  perform  his 
alloted  task  in  life.  While  the  very  calling  of  a  professional 
life  is  generally  of  itself  a  guarantee  that  those  who  follow  it  are 
men  of  honor,  integrity  and  principle,  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  fact 
which  none  will  dispute,  that  in  every  profession  there  are  those 
whose  nature  properly  calls  them  to  other  careers  more  in  keep- 
ing with  their  habits  of  life,  and  who  would  honor  their  vocation 
by  their  absence;  this  is  true  none  the  less  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine than  in  any  other  walks  of  professional  life.    That  the  ma- 
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jority  often  suffers  by  reason  of  the  vices  of  the  few  is  so  axiom- 
atic that  it  hardly  needs  repetition;  this  fact,  together  with  the 
selfish  and  wicked  designs  or  evil  intentions  of  many,  have  often 
brought  upright  and  well  meaning  men  who  have  tried  to  do 
their  duty  honestly  and  conscientiously,  into  disrepute,  and  it  has 
been  a  matter  of  no  rare  occurrence  that  a  doctor  who  has  treated 
his  patients  conscientiously,  giving  them  the  benefit  of  his  best 
thoughts  and  efforts,  and  sparing  neither  time  nor  patience  in 
their  behalf,  is  often  villified  aud  traduced  by  reason  of  alleged 
injuries  which  exist  only  in  the  hallucinations  of  those  who  either 
mistakenly,  or  from  malice  aforethought,  consider  themselves 
wronged. 

Increasing  civilization  has  produced  a  singular  state  of  facts 
in  so  far  that  man's  moral  training  has  failed  to  keep  pace  with 
his  intellectual  advancement.  This  is  largely  due  perhaps  to  the 
materialistic  tendency  of  modern  days  as  well  as  the  desire  of  op- 
ulence, which  is  the  ambition  of  the  masses,  and  to  attain 
which,  intellectuality  is  often  strained  in  every  direction,  to  the 
exclusion  if  necessary,  of  morality. 

The  best  guage  and  standard  of  the  greed  of  mankind  is  the 
law  reports  which  contain  accounts  of  suits  for  damages,  brought 
for  injuries  supposed  or  real;  to  be  sure  a  great  rnany  such  are 
founded  upon  a  meritorious  state  of  facts;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
it  happens  that  every  conceivable  artifice  is  often  resorted  to, 
deceptions  of  all  kinds  practiced,  and  legal  technicalities  of 
every  nature  invoked,  to  cause  such  as  are  accused  of  wrong  do- 
ing, either  through  negligence  or  design,  to  pay  the  penalty  of 
their  acts.  In  this  respect  the  dignity  of  the  physician  has  not 
shielded  him  from  attack  by  scheming,  conniving  and  malevo- 
lent persons  who  seek  to  gain  pecuniary  benefit  for  imaginary  in- 
juries, born  of  the  greed  and  malicious  motives  of  dishonorable 
men.  Not  but  that  there  are  cases  honestly  brought  and  in 
which  physicians  are  oftentimes  rightly  made  to  pay  the  penalty 
of  negligence,  whether  wilful  or  accidental,  but  the  great  ma- 
jority of  such  as  are  recorded  in  our  reports  of  courts  of  last  resort 
are  found  to  be  chimerical  in  their  inception,  fraudulent  in  their 
design,  and  brought  for  evil  motives,  and  thus  they  meet  with 
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such  end  as  they  justly  merit;  such  and  kindred  cases,  be  they 
meritorious  or  otherwise,  have  been  of  so  frequent  occurrence 
during  the  present  century  that  they  have  formed,  as  it  were,  a 
separate  branch  of  the  law,  known  as  medical  jurisprudence,  and 
many  eminent  writers  have  spent  years  of  their  life  in  the  study 
of  this  branch  of  the  profession  and  written  learned  treatises  upon 
this  subject. 

There  is  one  class  of  cases  which,  while  it  is  not  properly 
classed  in  the  category  of  medical  jurisprudence,  the  physician 
whose  practice  lies  in  large  cities,  and  who  is  called  upon  to  deal 
with  all  elements  of  society,  is  most  often  concerned  with;  it  is 
the  case  of  malpractice.  To  briefly  consider  such  of  its  features 
as  are  of  importance  to  the  medical  practitioner,  is  the  purpose  of 
this  paper. 

All  actions  brought  against  physicians  by  reason  of  alleged 
negligence  in  the  treatment  of  patient  occasioned  by  malprac- 
tice or  other  dereliction  of  duty,  must  in  this  State,  by  virtue  of 
our  statute  of  limitation,  be  brought  within  two  years  after  the 
alleged  cause  of  injury  took  place.  In  all  such  cases  the  plain- 
tiff in  his  declaration,  the  instrument  in  which  he  discloses  his 
cause  of  action,  not  only  alleges  the  elements  of  carelessness  and 
negligence,  but  also,  generally,  the  absence  of  knowledge  or 
skill. 

In  medics  as  in  law,  the  practitioner  is  not  responsible  for 
the  errors  of  an  elightened  judgment.  At  the  same  time, 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  interpose  his  judgment  contrary 
to  that  which  is  settled.  How  unjust  it  would  be 
to  permit  a  physician  to  experiment  with  his  patient 
beyond  the  settled  rules  of  the  law.  What  are  the  settled 
rules  of  the  law?  None  but  the  most  general  tests  can  be 
stated  as  comprehended  in  modern  statutes.  The  great  variance 
between  the  medical  theories  that  find  adherents  in  this  age, 
makes  it  impossible  to  assert  as  a  proposition  of  law  that  any 
particular  system  affords  an  exclusive  test  of  skill.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  disease,  the  habits  and  tendencies  of  the  patient,  both, 
determine  the  amount  of  skill  required  to  satisfy  the  canons  of 
the  law.    A  physician  about  to  administer  an  anaesthetic,  is 
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bound  to  inform  himself  as  to  the  condition  of  the  patient's  heart 
and  other  organs,  which  if  diseased,  would  warn  a  prudent  physi- 
cian against  the  administration  of  that  beneficent  agent. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  physicians  to  learn  just 
what  laws  our  courts  of  last  resort  have  laid  down  as  to  the  re- 
quisite degree  of  skill  which  it  is  necessary  for  a  physician  to 
possess,  to  shield  him  from  such  actions,  provided,  his  treatment 
in  all  cases,  is  prescribed  in  accordance  with  the  recognized  rules 
of  practice  in  each  particular  case.  The  supreme  court  of  Illi- 
nois, in  the  case  of  Hallem  vs.  Means,  reported  in  the  82  111.  R. 
page  379,  have  laid  down  the  following  as  a  proposition  of  law: 
"While  perhaps  persons  to  hold  themselves  out  to  the  public  as 
physicians  and  surgeons,  would  not  be  required  to  possess  the 
higest  degree  of  skill  which  the  most  learned  might  acquire  in 
the  profession,  yet  they  are  bound  to  possess,  and  in  their  prac- 
tice to  exercise  the  degree  of  skill  which  is  ordinarily  possessed 
by  physicians  in  practice,  and  where  an  injury  results  from  a 
want  of  ordinary  skill,  or  from  a  failure  to  exercise  proper  dili- 
gence and  caution  in  the  treatment  of  a  case,  the  physician  must 
be  held  responsible."  This  is  the  well  settled  law,  not  only  in 
Illinois,  but  in  all  the  states  of  the  union,  and  the  courts  of  last 
resort  have  universally  followed  it  where  malpractice  cases  have 
come  before  them  for  final  decision. 

The  rule  again  is  well  laid  down  by  another  court  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "Whoever  undertakes  to  practice  physic  or  sur- 
gery holds  out  to  the  public  that  he  possesses  a  competent  degree 
of  medical  skill,  according  to  the  general  character  of  the  medical 
science  in  the  section  of  the  country  in  whice  he  lives.  The  de- 
gree of  professional  talent  which  may  be  expected,  will  depend 
much  upon  the  patronage  and  encouragement  by 
which  it  may  be  fostered  and  elicited.  In  large  and 
opulent  towns  and  cities  where  physicians  and  surgeons  find  ex- 
tensive employment  and  ample  compensation,  competition  is  in- 
vited, and  the  candidates  for  public  favor  in  medical  attainments 
are  stimulated  by  the  most  powerful  motives  in  their  endeavors 
to  attain  professional  eminence,  and  are  at  the  same  time  aided 
by  many  facilities  not  to  be  found  in  more  secluded  and  less  fa- 
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vored  situations.  The  highest  degree  of  skill  therefore  is  not  to 
be  expected  in  small  towns  where  there  is  little  competition  and 
fewer  motives  for  exertion,  for  the  comparative  want  of  patron- 
age, and  the  limited  opportunities  afforded  for  professional  im- 
provement." From  this  decision  it  would  seem  that  the  test  of 
proper  medical  treatment  in  each  case  is  the  skill  possessed  by 
the  practitioners  in  the  communitv  in  which  the  defendant  in  a 
malpractice  case  may  reside. 

In  medical  jurisprudence  as  in  other  branches  of  the  science  of 
law,  the  element  of  contributory  negligence  forms  a  conspicuous 
part  in  determining  the  relative  rights  of  the  parties.  A  patient 
cannot  recover  for  injuries  consequent  upon  negligent  treatment 
by  his  physician,  if  his  own  negligence  contributes  to  the  result. 
If  it  be  impossible  to  separate  the  injury  occasioned  by  the  rela- 
tive neglect  of  each,  the  patient  cannot  recover.  Again,  it  is  held 
that  if  a  person  while  under  treatment  injures  himself  of  his  own 
carelessness,  and  the  physician  afterwards  treats  him  unskillfully, 
the  patient  may  recover  for  any  distinct  injur}'  resulting  from 
such  unskillfulness.  Then  too,  the  patient  is  required  to  adopt 
and  follow  out  all  reasonable  directions  and  requirements  of  the 
physician  relating  to  the  treatment  of  the  disease  or  the  injury, 
and  if  he  fails  so  to  do,  and  injurious  consequences,  affecting  the 
disease  or  injury,  result  from  his  failure,  he  cannot  recover  of 
the  physician  or  surgeon  by  alleging  a  want  of  skillfulness  on 
the  part  of  such  physician  or  surgeon.  As  a  general  rule,  mal- 
practice suits  are  not  looked  upon  with  favor  by  our  courts,  and 
judges,  and  the  plaintiff  will  be  held  to  observe  the  strict  rules 
of  evidence  applicable  to  the  case  at  bar.  These  rules  compre- 
hend the  burden  of  proof  in  which  the  plaintiff  is  compelled 
first  to  establish  some  positive  act  of  negligence  or  misconduct. 

A  principle  which  pervades  the  law  but  finds  its  especial  ap- 
plication to  the  matter  under  consideration  is,  "That  no  man  can 
take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong  or  charge  his  misfortune  to  the 
account  of  another." 

Perhaps  the  greatest  things  physicians  have  to  fear  in  the  trial 
of  malpractice  cases  in  nisi  prius  courts,  is  the  fact  that  our  ju- 
ries, as  a  rule,  are  largely  composed  of  men,  who'while  they  are 
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actuated  by  the  best  motives  and  by  a  desire  to  do  what  is  right 
and  proper  in  each  particular  case,  are,  nevertheless,  through 
ignorance  of  what  may  properly  be  taken  into  account  in  form- 
ing their  verdict  in  such  cases,  led  astray,  so  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  erroneous  opinions  and  impressions  are  formed.  The 
jury  is  often  swayed  by  reason  of  sympathy  which  they  may  feel 
for  a  person  who  has  sustained  an  injury,  and  various  other  de- 
vices are  brought  to  bear  to  influence  them  in  the  rendition  of 
their  verdict.  Not  being  versed  in  the  rules  of  the  law,  persons 
string  upon  juries  are  apt  to  decide  rather  from  what,  excited  by 
their  passion  and  sympathy  they  may  consider  right,  than  solely 
by  the  weight  of  the  evidence  and  the  law  in  each  particular 
case.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  each  jury  is  instructed  as  to  how 
verdicts  are  to  be  arrived  at,  but  it  also  is  the  universal  experi- 
ence of  bench  and  bar,  that  but  little  atttention  is  paid  to  such 
instructions.  From  the  law  as  above  laid  down,  it  follows  that  if 
a  physician  will  at  all  times  use  the  highest  degree  of  care  and 
skill  of  which  he  is  capable,  and  follow  out  the  regular  and  rec- 
ognized methods  of  procedure  and  practice  in  each  particular 
case,  no  action  of  malpractice  can  be  successfully  maintained 
against  him,  and  in  the  event  that  a  verdict  is  recovered  against 
him,  upon  which  no  new  trial  is  granted,  and  such  have  been 
many,  in  the  annals  of  our  jurisprudence,  courts  of  appeal  have 
universally  interfered  and  set  such  verdicts  aside. 

Occasionally  there  arise  in  the  decisions  of  higher  courts  opin 
ions  that  are  at  once  interesting,  original  and  unique.  A  very 
sensible  one  is  to  be  found  in  the  case  of  DeMay  vs.  Roberts,  9 
N.  W.  Rep.,  p.  146.  In  this  case  a  physician  takes  an  unprofes- 
sional unmarried  man  with  him  to  attend  a  case  of  confinement 
where  there  was  no  eniergenc}-  requiring  the  latter' s  presence. 
The  evidence  recites  that  the  physician  told  the  patient's  hus- 
band that  he  had  brought  a  friend  with  him  to  help  carry  his 
things,  and  he  was  accordingly  admitted.  The  patient,  on  after, 
ward  discovering  the  facts,  sued  both  in  damages.  Judgment  was 
rendered  in  the  lower  court  in  favor  of  plaintiff,  and  the  decision 
was  affirmed  by  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan.  The  judges  of 
the  latter  court,  in  rendering  their  decision,  said:  "It  would  be 
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shocking  to  our  sense  of  right,  justice  and  propriety  to  doubt 
that  for  such  an  act  the  law  would  afford  an*  ample  remedy.  To 
the  plaintiff  the  occasion  was  a  sacred  one,  and  no  one  had  a 
right  to  intrude,  unless  invited,  or  because  of  some  real  or  press- 
ing necessity,  which,  it  is  not  pretended,  existed  in  this  case. 
The  plaintiff  had  a  legal  right  to  the  privacy  of  her  apartments 
at  such  a  time,  and  the  law  secures  to  her  the  right  by  requiring 
others  to  observe  it  and  to  abstain  from  its  violation.  The  fact 
that  at  the  time  she  consented  to  the  presence  of  a  stranger,  sup- 
posing him  to  be  a  physician,  does  not  preclude  her  from  main- 
taining an  action  and  recovering  damages  upon  afterward  ascer- 
taining his  true  character.  In  obtaining  admission  at  such  a 
time  and  under  such  circumstances,  without  fully  disclosing  his 
true  character,  both  parties  are  guilty  of  deceit,  and  the  wrong 
thus  done  entitles  the  injured  party  to  recover  damages  sustained 
from  shame  and  mortification,  upon  discovering  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  defendants." 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  situation  which  is  sd  delicate  to  a  phy- 
sician as  when  placed  upon  the  stand  as  a  witnesss  in  a  cause 
in  which  testimony  may  be  required  of  him.  The  property,  re- 
putation, liberty,  or  even  life  itself,  of  any  member  of  society, 
may  be  vindicated  or  protected,  or  blasted  and  destroyed  by  the 
fidelity  or  recklessness  of  the  medical  witness.  As  a  matter  of 
common  law,  there  is  no  privilege  of  communication  between 
physician  and  patient,  such  as  exists  at  law  between  attorney 
and  client.  In  the  latter  case,  all  communications  made  by  a 
client  to  his  legal  adviser,  concerning  a  matter  at  issue,  are 
known  as  privileged  communications,  and  the  lawyer  cannot  be 
compelled  to  disclose  them  upon  the  witness  stand.  Such  priv- 
ilege did  not  exist  at  common  law  as  stated,  between  doctor  and 
patient,  nor  does  it  to-day  exist  in  our  own  State.  A  great  many- 
States  of  the  Union  have,  however,  incorporated  into  their  code 
a  statute  similar  to  one  in  vogue  in  New  York  State  that  runs  as 
follows:  "A  person  duly  authorized  to  practice  physic  or  sur- 
gery shall  not  be  privileged  to  disclose  any  information  which 
he  acquired  in  attending  a  patient  in  a  professional  capacity,  and 
which  was  necessary  for  him  to  act  in  that  capacity."  Under 
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this  law  it  was  held  that  information  not  only  means  communi- 
cations received  from  the  lips  of  the  patient  himself,  from  the 
statement  of  others  who  surround  him,  or  from  observations  of 
his  appearance  and  symptoms.  This  statute  creates  a  privilege 
merely  in  favor  of  the  patient,  hence,  after  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient there  is  no  person  entitled  to  assert  it,  so  that,  for  instance, 
a  physician  may  be  called  upon  to  testify  as  to  the  mental  capac- 
ity of  a  deceased  patient  in  the  probating  of  a  will  and  similar 
cases.  A  statutory  law  substantially  the  same  as  exists  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  is  found  upon  the  statute  books  in  the  fol- 
lowing States  of  the  Union,  namely:  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  Iowa, 
Indiana,  Arkansas  and  California.  The  law  of  Illinois,  how- 
ever, upon  this  subject  remains  the  same  as  it  was  laid  down  in 
the  celebrated  Duchess  of  Kingston  cases,  in  which  it  was  held 
that  "in  a  court  of  justice  medical  men  are  bound  to  disclose 
such  secrets  as  may  have  been  imparted  to  them  by  their  pa- 
tients, when  required  to  do  so."  In  that  case  Lord  Mansfield 
says:  "If  a  medical  man  voluntarily  imparted  these  secrets,  to 
be  sure,  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  honor  and  a  want  of 
discretion,  but  to  give  that  information,  which  by  the  law  of  the 
land  he  is  bound  to  do.  will  never  be  imputed  to  him  as  any  in- 
discretion whatever.  With  respect  to  his  knowledge  of  criminal 
acts,  when  not  called  upon  to  testify  with  reference  thereto,  the 
universal  professional  code  of  ethics  simply  demands  that  a  phy- 
sician is  not  to  play  the  part  of  spy  or  informer,  and  no  matter 
how  strong  may  be  his  moral  convictions,  he  should  nevertheless 
consider  himself  under  an  equivocal  bond  of  secrecy,  if,  solely 
through  his  professional  knowledge  and  dealings  he  may  have 
learned  that  his  patient  is  an  escaped  convict  or  criminal,  no 
matter  how  heinous  may  have  been  his  crime.  The  criminal  has 
a  right  to  medical  services  in  sickness,  and  the  duty  of  the  phy- 
cician  in  such  cases  relates  exclusively  to  the  patient.  As  it  is 
the  object  of  this  organization  to  foster  the  interests  of  society 
from  a  medical  standpoint,  allow  me  to  suggest  that  appropriate 
steps  be  taken  for  the  enactment  of  some  such  statute  relative  to 
the  protection  of  professional  secrets,  as  we  have  seen  exists  in 
other  States.    Such  statute  would  not  only  be  of  great  benefit  to 
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the  community  at  large,  but  would  save  the  physician  much  time, 
trouble  and  annoyance,  which  he  is  now  put  to  in  attendance 
upon  court,  oftentimes  for  several  successive  days,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  some  testimony,  which,  peihaps,  is  a  matter  of  but 
slight  importance,  and  by  reason  of  which  other  and  necessary 
business  is  allower  to  suffer.  Were  such  a  law  upon  onr  statute 
books,  the  physician  would  very  rarely  be  called  into  court,  ex- 
cept on  such  occasions  as  might  not  be  covered  by  the  proposed 
enactment. 

In  closing  this  paper,  our  regret  is  that  the  data  at  hand  and 
the  ability  to  prepare  it  for  your  consideration,  have  both  been  so 
exceedingly  deficient,  but,  unlike  the  unfortunate  Jew,  who  jour- 
neyed to  Jericho,  we  are  intuitively  conscious  that  it  has  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  indulgent  friends. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  J.  H.  EtheridgK: — Mr.  President:  Very  many  malprac- 
tice suits  start  from  the  medical  profession.  In  fact,  it  is  not  an  un- 
common thing  for  a  lawyer  with  his  client  to  go  around  to  doctors 
to  get  opinions  on  the  treatment  of  such  and  such  a  case,  and 
oftentimes  a  case  of  malpractice  is  started  on  the  opinion  of  a 
doctor.  In  communities  where  there  is  a  low  state  of  esprit  du 
corps,  there  are  more  malpractice  suits  than  where  this  is  high. 
Dr.  Ray,  of  Louisville,  recently  told  me  that  they  never  had 
malpractice  suits  in  Louisville;  they  never  had  criticism  of  treat- 
ment, and  the  result  was  that  when  patients  who  had  a  griev- 
ance, went  around  to  get  opinions  of  other  doctors,  they  had  no 
opinion  to  give.  Which  reminds  me  of  a  distinguished  physi- 
cian in  our  midst,  who  was  called  upon  by  a  lawyer  and  a  young 
boy.  The  moment  they  came  in  the  door  he  made  up  his  mind 
that  it  was  a  lawyer  and  client.  The  lawyer  got  the  boy  in  front 
of  the  doctor,  and  pulled  up  his  sleeve;  the  boy  had  a  turned 
down  wrist,  and  the  lawyer  said,  "Doctor,  what  do  you  think  of 
that  as  the  result  of  a  fracture?"  The  doctor  said,  "Sir,  I  think 
that  is  a — good  result."  It  happened  the  next  day  when  hs  was 
lecturing  on  -Colles's  fracture,  he  espied  that  lawyer  on  a  top 
seat,  and  malpractice  suits  got  a  thorough  ventilation.    It  is  so 
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very  common  among  a  certain  class  of  physicians  to  give  adverse 
opinions  on  the  work  of  other  doctors  that  it  is  no  wonder  we 
have  malpractice  suits.  Until  physicians  have  that  sense  of 
honor  which  will  make  them  refrain  from  giving  invidious  opin- 
ions on  the  work  of  other  physicians,  malpractice  suits  will 
thrive.  Occasionally  there  is  good  cause  for  malpractice  suits, 
and  in  that  case  I  think  the  doctor  had  better  consult  a  lawyer 
very  quickly.  Dr.  Brainard  told  3rears  ago  the  following:  "A 
celebrated  surgeon  living  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  wrote  to  many 
physicians  and  wanted  to  get  an  opinion  on  a  certain  case.  A 
few  months  before,  a  man  had  come  to  him  who  was  so  troub- 
led with  the  sexual  instinct  that  he  was  beyond  all  reason,  and 
he  had  come  to  have  his  testicles  removed.  The  doctor  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  remove  the  testicles,  but  a  few  months  afterwards 
the  man  wanted  to  get  married,  and  he  thought  he  would  have  a 
good  suit  against  this  physician.  The  physician  wrote  to  Dr. 
Brainard,  who  advised  him  to  take  the  man  in  the  back  room 
and  settle  with  him,  as  no  justifiable  cause  existed  for  the  re- 
moval of  these  organs." 

When  a  malpractice  suit  is  sprung  upon  a  physician  it  means 
business,  and  it  should  be  treated  as  such,  and  the  doctor  who 
looks  upon  it  as  trivial,  and  treats  it  in  a  dilatory  sort  of  a  way 
is  the  man  who  is  going  to  be  worsted.  There  are  several  good 
points  that  should  be  considered.  One  is  to  engage  the  services 
of  a  good  lawyer.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  when  people  are 
sick  they  should  get  a  good  physician,  and  when  we  are  sick  in 
a  legal  way  we  also  should  get  a  good  legal  physician.  Another 
thing  physicians  should  do,  is  this:  after  securing  a  lawyer  they 
should  go  to  work  and  instruct  him  well  in  regard  to  the  case. 
Where  there  are  fractures  and  ligations,  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  get  a  subject  and  dissect  it,  and  instruct  the  lawyer  so  that 
he  can  go  to  work  and  do  the  thing  that  has  been  successfully 
done  in  these  suits,  namely,  smash  the  expert,  squeeze  him  to 
death,  on  his  anatomy.  The  doctor  who  has  taken  the  pains  to 
so  instruct  his  lawyer  will  enable  him  to  go  to  work  on  his  ex- 
amination of  the  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  and  make  him  sick  on 
the  witness  stand.    That  can  be  done;  of  course  it  takes  enter- 
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prise,  but  he  can  do  it.  Another  thing  that  is  of  advantage  to  the 
physician,  is  to  secure  all  similar  cases  in  print;  judge  and  jury 
want  precedents  and  lawyers  and  plaintiffs  don't,  and  whenever 
we  can  gather  them  up  in  the  literature  of  our  own,  or  the  legal 
profession,  it  is  better  to  do  it  and  pile  up  precedent  on  precedent, 
one  after  the  other,  and  in  that  way  mass  the  evidence  so  over- 
whelmingly on  the  side  of  the  physician  that  there  is  little  left 
for  the  plaintiff  to  work  upon.  Another  thing:  It  is  important 
to  secure  good,  competent  witnesses  who  will  testify  in  the  right 
sort  of  way,  who  understand  the  spirit  of  the  case,  and  who  do 
not  want  to  answer  questions  where  they  run  pretty  close  to 
the  nerve.  A  man  of  celebrity  may  not  be  too  well  educated, 
and  when  we  have  a  witness  of  that  sort  we  want  to  educate  him 
and  feel  sure  that  he  can  answer  all  the  questions.  Another 
qualification  of  a  good  witness  is  truthfulness.  Lying  never 
helps  any  case.  Truth  is  like  silver,  the  more  you  burnish  it  the 
more  it  shines.  The  man  who  has  to  bolster  up  his  case  by  lying 
is  in  an  awfully  ticklish  position.  Another  point  of  interest  to 
the  physician  is  the  comprehending  of  his  own  case  in  all  its 
bearing,  and  in  every  way.  The  physician  who  goes  before  the 
court  relying  upon  the  wisdom  and  skill  and  testimony  of  any- 
body else,  without  thoroughly  comprehending  his  case,  is  in  a 
great  many  instances  going  to  be  beaten,  and  the  physician  who 
comprehends  his  case  in  all  its  bearings  is  going  to  win.  I  must 
confess,  I  have  never  seen  a  malpractice  suit  in  which  the  physi- 
cians in  this  state  have  been  to  blame.  Occasionally  it  looks  as 
though  a  great  deal  of  criticism  might  be  made,  but  I  think 
when  we  get  the  statement  of  the  physician  and  all  the  facts  in 
the  case  and  all  its  bearings,  there  is  always  a  little  justification. 
When  this  society  was  organized  the  opinions  of  physicians  and 
of  several  lawyers  were  obtained  in  writing  and  published  in  a 
pamphlet.  I  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  opinion  of  one 
firm  of  lawyers;  they  said  that  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  mal- 
practice suits  were  blackmailing  suits.  That  is  in  black  and 
white,  and  when  lawyers  of  experience  express  such  an  opinion 
it  seems  to  me  that  physicians  have  right  on  their  side. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Brandt:    Mr.  President:    A  few  years  ago  there 
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came  to  my  office  a  man  who  represented  himself  as  an  insurance 
agent,  and  brought  with  him  a  gentleman  who  desired  to  be  ex- 
amined. I  said  to  him  that  I  was  not  an  examiner  for  that  or 
any  other  company.  He  said,  it  made  no  difference  in  that  mat- 
ter, he  only  desired  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  gentleman. 
I  examined  him  and  asked  a  few  questions,  not  very  many,  but 
he  was  very  particular  that  I  should  give  a  thorough  examina- 
tion, which  I  did.  About  an  hour  after  this  examination  had 
taken  place,  I  was  summoned  to  appear  in  court.  It  seems  that 
he  had  brought  this  man  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  securing  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  certain  injuries  that  he  had  received  in  a 
railroad  accident.  This  was  not  a  blackmailing  suit,  nor  a  suit 
for  malpractice,  but  we  can  see  very  readily  how  an  examination 
and  opinion  might  be  secured  by  a  similar  procedure. 

Mr.  Lynn  Helm,  Attorney-at-Law:  I  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with  what  Dr.  Etheridge  said  about  instructing  counsel, 
in  any  suit  for  malpractice,  that  might  be  brought  against  a  physi- 
cian, as  to  all  things  that  will  affect  the  case  in  point.  I  once 
heard  a  very  distinguished  lawyer,  one  who,  before  his  death, 
tried  perhaps  more  cases  than  any  lawyer  at  this  bar,  and  who 
was  an  authority  in  Northern  Illinois  and  Iowa,  say  that  he  could 
try  any  case  and  upset  any  physician  on  the  witness  stand.  He 
said  that  when  he  examined  a  physician  on  any  particular  thing, 
he  always  studied  up  the  particular  disease  or  accident,  or  what- 
ever it  might  be  that  had  happened  to  the  one  injured,  and,  he 
said,  he  never  went  rambling  around  the  human  body,  but  con- 
fined himself  to  that  particular  part,  and  the  chances  were  that 
every  physician  who  came  on  the  stand,  would  come  with  his 
head  full  of  the  anatomy  of  the  entire  human  body,  and  would 
not  think  of  that  particular  thing  when  he  came  to  be  a  witness, 
and  so  he  would  be  able  to  entrap  him.  He  said  he  could  do 
this  in  almost  every  case.  He  instanced  one  case  where  a  young 
physician  of  this  city  was  sued  for  some  surgical  operation.  Dr. 
Gunn  was  on  the  witness  stand,  and  the  examination  was  con- 
fined so  closely  to  one  point  that  the  doctor,  although  testifying 
in  favor  of  the  defendant,  said  that  the  operation  was  unskilltul- 
ly  performed.    It  was  all  due  to  the  manner  of  examination  by 
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counsel, — because  of  his  confining  his  examination  to  that  one 
particular  point.  He  said,  also,  that  sometimes  a  physician  would 
be  prepared  for  such  an  emergency  and  then  he  had  to  ramble 
around  the  human  body  generally,  to  see  if  he  could  entrap  him. 

There  is  one  thing  in  regard  to  this  subject  of  malpractice  and 
blackmail  that  I  have  thought  of  especially,  and  that  is,  physi- 
cians need  more  than  anything  else  strong  backbone;  they  must 
not  be  afraid  of  malpractice  suits,  and  thereby  give  up  anything 
of  their  profession.  Malpractice  suits  are  seldom  successful,  and 
if  successful,  it  is  only  because  of  the  grossest  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  physician.  The  physician  and  the  lawyer  are  on  a 
par,  they  are  only  required  to  use  what  is  termed  ordinary  skill 
and  ordinary  knowledge.  Of  course,  if  a  man  guarantees  to  do 
the  impossible,  he  is  not  to  be  held  accountable  for  not  doing  it. 
If  I  agree  to  win  a  lawsuit  and  thereupon  shall  depend  my  pay, 
and  I  do  not  win  it,  I  cannot  recover  anything,  and  if  a  physi- 
cian agrees  to  cure  a  man  and  does  not  do  it,  he  cannot  recover 
his  pay.  But  if  a  physician,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  practice, 
uses  ordinary  care  and  skill,  he  will  not  be  subject  to  successful 
malpractice  suits.  This  was  illustrated  in  the  quotation  in  Mr. 
Weinscheck's  paper,  taken  from  McClellan  on  Malpractice,  a 
very  interesting  work,  which  lays  down  the  entire  general  prin- 
ciple of  what  is  required  of  the  physician  in  his  practice,  and 
what  would  be  malpractice  in  case  he  did  not  live  up  to  its  re- 
quirements. I  do  not  think,  however,  that  there  is  very  much 
danger  from  these  blackmail  suits.  Of  course,  any  man  can 
bring  a  suit;  that  is  the  privilege  of  any  one,  rich  or  poor,  who 
can  get  a  law*yer,  and  you  cannot  prevent  them.  You  must  de- 
fend these  suits,  and  you  should  make  it  your  business  to  attend 
to  it,  and  the  chances  are  all  in  3rour  favor  if  you  do  attend  to  it. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  successful  suits  brought  here  in  the  last 
six  or  eight  years  against  a  physician  because  of  malpractice.  I 
think,  physicians  should  go  ahead  in  their  work  and  practice 
their  profession  without  thinking  of  malpractice  suits,  using  the 
highest  possible  skill,  and  using  their  judgment  without  fear. 
A  physician  who  would  slight  his  profession  for  fear  of  a  mal- 
practice suit,  is  like  the  young  woman  who  was  a  good  house- 
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wife  but  not  a  good  home  maker,  who  kept  the  windows  so  clean 
that  she  was  afraid  to  have  you  look  out  of  them  for  fear  they 
might  be  stained  with  the  color  of  your  eyes.  And  so  I  think, 
if  you  are  too  careful  you  will  not  be  successful. 


^CORRESPONDENCE. 
ACUTE  GASTRITIS  IN  CHILDREN. 


Thornton,  Texas,  Nov.  24,  1S89. 
Ed.  Daniel 's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

I  have  moved  from  Kosse  to  Thornton,  Texas;  moved  31st  ult. 
My  baby  boy,  seven  months  and  seven  days  old,  died  yesterday 
morning  of  acute  gastritis,  after  an  illness  of  thirteen  days.  We 
tried  almost/ all  the  known  remedies,  or  remedies  supposed  to  be 
good  in  such  diseases,  without  checking  the  trouble.  If  you 
have  anything  special  to  give  in  such  cases,  please  let  me  know. 
I  lost  my  first  child,  at  four  months  and  eleven  days  old,  with 
gastro-intestinal  catarrh.  Lost  our  third,  a  female,  aged  two 
months  and  twenty-seven  days,  with  acute  gastritis.  So  you  can 
imagine  I  am  getting  very  anxious  about  the  matter.  I  had  sev- 
eral other  physicians  with  each  child,  but  all  to  no  success.  Our 
second  had  two  attacks,  each  of  which  followed  an  attack  of 
dengue.  The  first  attack  was  at  the  age  of  nine  or  ten  months; 
the  second  a  year  later.  Both  attacks  seemed  to  be  a  sequel  of 
dengue  which  probably  accounts  for  the  recovery.  The  last  two 
that  died  had  no  perceptible  premonitions,  but  the  attack  was 
ushered  in  with  great  pain,  followed  by  a  rising  temperature, 
which,  within  a  few  hours,  reached  1020  to  1040  F.,  and  ranged 
between  these  extremes,  except  when  brought  down  by  antipy- 
rine  to  1010  about  twice  during  the  attack  of  each  child.  The 
first  child's  attack  came  on  more  gradually,  the  bowels  being 
first  affected.  The  pain  in  every  case  seemed  to  never  abate,  not- 
withstanding camphorated  tr.  opii  was  given  freely.  The  second 
child  that  died  showed  considerable  brain  trouble,  which  began 
to  manifest  itself  during  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  the  attack. 
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The  last  one  began  to  show  cerebral  complications  about  the  sixth 
or  seventh  day  of  the  attack,  which  symptoms  gradually  in- 
creased till  death  on  the  thirteenth  day.  Now,  as  I  kept  no  notes 
of  either  case,  I  will  add  no  more  than  to  say,  the  symptoms  in 
each  case  were  such  as  given  in  our  text  books,  especially  '  'Smith 
on  Diseases  of  Children."  So  was  his  treatment  in  the  main 
followed,  except  that  calomel  was  given  in  each  case,  especially 
at  the  beginning  of  the  attack;  quinine  was  given  by  inunction 
and  enemata,  but  to  no  perceptible  effect. 

If  convenient,  let  us  have  some  suggestions  from  you,  or  any- 
one else  who  wishes  to  make  any,  or  offer  anything  which  he 
thinks  is  specially  indicated.    I  have  not  written  this  for  publi- 
cation, but  if  you  wish,  you  may  give  it  to  our  profession. 
Yours  respectfully, 

T.  M.  Wilson. 

[We  regret  exceedingly  to  be  unable  to  throw  any  light  on  the 
subject. — Gastro-intestinal  catarrh,  or  the  summer  disease  of 
children — that  condition  which  usually  attends  teething,  is  one 
of  the  opprobria  of  medicine;  there  is  no  specific.  No  one  course 
of  treatment  will  promise  a  cure  in  the  large  majority  of  cases. 
The  cases  reported  here  were  not  of  that  character,  however;  all 
occurring  in  children  under  eight  months  old, — but,  pathologi- 
cally, we  presume,  they  were  the  same.  We  invite  a  discussion 
of  the  subject, — throwing  open  our  pages  to  those,  who,  unlike 
Dr.  Wilson,  have  had  success  in  the  management  of  the  trouble; 
and  we  beg  to  suggest,  no  more  practically  important  subject 
could  well  be  presented  for  discussion.  Let  us  hear  from  you, 
gentlemen. — Ed.] 


"WAS  IT  EXTRAUTERINE  PREGNANCY] 

DR.  CROSS  ON  DR.  LOWRY'S  CASE. 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  Nov.  10,  1889. 

Editor  DaniePs  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Through  the  columns  of  your  esteemed  Journal,  I  wish  to  re- 
view briefly,  a  case  reported  in  the  September  number  of  the 
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Texas  Courier-Record,  by  Dr.  Lowry,  of  this  city,  entitled,  "A 
case  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  terminating  naturally." 

The  whole  history  of  this  case,  as  reported,  is  truly  phenome- 
nal, and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  reporter  has  not  gone  more 
into  detail,  as  many  points  of  interest  are  left  unexplained.  In 
reviewing  this  report,  the  first  point  of  interest  which  attracts 
attention,  is  the  remarkable  diagnostic  powers  of  the  reporter,  in 
that  he  should  recognize  the  presence  of  ectopic  pregnancy,  or 
an}-  other  form  of  extra-uterine  tumor,  without  having  one  symp- 
tom which  pointed  to  the  existence  of  such  a  condition. 

A  patient  approaching  the  menopause  calls  upon  him,  (Dr. 
L.)j  complaining  of  the  ordinary  reflex  symptoms  of  early  preg- 
nane}', viz:  nausea,  morning  sickness,  etc.  The  patient  "a  large 
corpulent  one,  with  large  deposits  of  adipose  tissue  in  the  ab- 
dominal walls,"  is  examined  once  with  a  sound,  by  palpation 
and  with  a  speculum.  The  sound  being  "introduced  very  gently," 
shows  the  cavity  of  the  womb  to  be  only  two  and  one  half  inches 
in  depth;  by  palpation  nothing  is  discovered,  but  from  the  ex- 
amination with  the  speculum,  the  reporter  is  convinced  of  the 
existence  of  an  extra-uterine  tumor.  Would  not  the  profession 
be  under  obligations  to  the  Doctor  if  he  would  give  us  one  indica- 
tion he  found  to  base  his  diagnosis  upon?  Certain  it  is  the  sound 
negatived  the  existence  of  any  form  of  uterine  tumor,  as  two  and 
a  half  inches  (which  is  the  depth  claimed  of  this  womb)  is  be- 
low the  average  measurement  in  a  nullipara,  and  it  is  the  expe- 
rience of  the  profession,  that  the  womb  is  promptly  increased  in 
size  either  from  extra  uterine  pregnancy,  or  other  uterine  tumors. 
As  to  what  special  condition  was  revealed  by  the  speculum 
which  led  to  so  prompt  a  diagnosis,  we  are  not  informed.  The 
patient  is  told  that  she  is  in  a  critical  condition.  "That  she  has 
a  tumor;  and  an  extra-uterine  pregnancy  is  suspected. ' '  With  a  re- 
quest to  call  again  she  is  discharged,  and  not  seen  nor  heard  from 
for  seven  months,  when  the  reporter  is  called  in  haste  to  find  his 
patient  in  labor,  "the  membranes  having  given  way  and  a  pro- 
fuse discharge  of  amniotic  fluid  having  escaped."  How  unlike 
the  usual  course  of  ectopic  pregnancy  this  history!  No  un- 
toward symptom  has  developed,  no  inward  pains  during  the  full 
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term;  and  is  it  not  presumable  that  the  patient,  after  having 
been  warned  of  her  condition,  would  have  been  on  the  alert  for 
any  unusual  development?  None  are  reported.  After  the  waters 
are  discharged  a  large  irregular  tumor  is  outlined  "lying  on  the 
right  of,  yet  closely  attached  to  the  womb."  No  digital  exami- 
nation is  3^et  made,  as  the  os  is  not  sufficiently  patulous  to  admit 
the  ringer,  but  a  4 'large  blunt  sound  is  introduced,  coming  firmly 
against  the  fundus,  at  five  inches;"  the  sound  now  "by  a  slight 
deflection  to  the  right"  (tumor  on  same  side),  is  passed  nine 
inches  into,  and  through  the  right  fallopian  tube.  Now  the  re- 
porter is  convinced  he  has  an  extra-uterine  pregnancy  to  deal 
with,  and  feels  that  "something  must  be  done,"  yet  wisely  does 
nothing.  Three  long  wearisome  days  have  passed, — expectant 
ones.  The  uterus  having  expelled  a  portion  of  its  contents, 
rests;  another  examination  is  deemed  necessary;  (though  no 
urgent  symptons  have  appeared);  the  os  is  found  sufficiently 
open  to  permit  the  finger;  now,  through  the  vagina  it  passes; 
nothing  unusual  there — thence  through  the  os  into  the  uterus, 
and  there  the  extra-uterine  tumor  is  found.  The  finger  (as  stated) 
"coming  in  contact  with  the  caput  succedaneum."  A  strange 
place  to  find  an  ectopic  pregnancy,  but  there  it  was — a  few  pains 
expel  it,  "a  living  female  infant,  per  via  naturalis."  The  pla- 
centa does  not  follow  immediately,  and  the  hand  is  now  intro- 
duced into  the  organ  that  three  days  previously  only  admitted  a 
sound,  and  whose  depth  was  five  inches  only — for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  placenta,  which  was  found  adherent  to  some  surface 
(what  or  where  the  reporter  fails  to  tell  us);  but  after  passing  the 
hand  into  the  womb  he  found  an  opening  to  the  right;  through 
something  into  something,  where  the  placenta  is  found  and 
removed  through  the  vagina.  No  hemorrhage  follows;  indeed 
no  untoward  symptom.  The  patient  is  discharged  after  the 
ninth  day  well;  and  thus  ends  the  case  as  reported. 
Naturally  the  following  queries  would  arise:  What  form  of  ectopic 
pregnancy  could  have  existed  with  such  a  history  and  termination 
(normal  in  all  respects)?  Not  fallopian,  as  the  tube  was  empty; 
not  ventral,  in  any  of  its  forms, — for,  if  so,  how  did  the  foetus  get 
into  the  uterine  cavity?  unless,  like  a  chicken  confined  in  its 
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shell,  it  becomes  wearied  of  its  long  confinement,  and  instead 
of  picking  its  way  into  the  womb,  scratched  it;  though  this 
theory  is  untenable;  as  how  could  it  be  possible  to  pass  a  sound 
through  the  womb  into  the  right  fallopian  tube,  with  a  large  tu- 
mor, (a  female  baby,)  closely  attached  to  the  same  side?  It  was 
not  ovarian;  nor  could  it  be  that  there  existed  a  double  uterus; 
that  sound  passed  into  the  right  fallopian  tube.  Then  was  it  not 
a  case  of  mistaken  diagnosis?  Yea,  a  normal  gestation,  with 
hour  glass  contractions  of  the  uterus,  as  the  conditions  were  fa- 
vorable for  the  production  of  irregular  contractions  of  the  womb, 
viz:  a  premature  escape  of  the  waters;  and  a  retained  placenta. 
With  a  hope  to  have  some  explanation  offered  as  to  the  location 
of  the  placenta,  and  the  form  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  that 
existed  in  Dr.  L/s  case,  I  am  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

E.  Cross. 


JSOCIETY  J^OTES. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ADDRESS   BEFORE   THE  WEST  TEXAS    DISTRICT  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

BY  THE  RETIRING   PRESIDENT,  DR.  P.  W.  JOHNS. 

Gentlemen: — To-night  for  the  second  time  during  my  ten 
years  residence  in  Texas,  my  official  term  as  President  of  a 
Medical  Association  expires.  With  what  ability  I  have  served 
you,  is  for  you  to  say.  While  the  pleasure  of  the  honor  you  have 
conferred  upon  me,  is  for  me  to  enjoy  and  remember. 

Upon  vacating  this  chair  to  my  honored  successor,  the  pleas-  1 
ing  duty  of  addressing  you  is  by  the  constitution  imposed  upon 
me.  A  privilege  and  opportunity  waived  by  most  of  my  prede- 
cessors, yet  one  I  would  gladly  grasp  had  I  .the  ability  to  inter- 
est or  enlighten  you  upon  the  many  themes  pregnant  with  inter- 
est to  the  profession,  upon  the  intelligent  solution  of  which  rest 
not  only  our  professional  welfare,  but  the  public  |weal  and  the 
common  good. 
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While  there  is  much  in  the  past  year's  record  of  the  Associa- 
tion worthy  of  its  congratulation,  yet  a  retrospective  look  over 
my  administration  recalls  one  or  more  unfortunate  occurrences  in 
the  society,  while  perhaps  unavoidable,  yet  are  to  me,  and  I  be- 
lieve to  most  of  you,  a  source  of  deep  regret,  and  should  be  re- 
ferred to,  or  remain  on  the  records,  only  as  signals  of  danger  in 
the  future,  and  I  gladly  dismiss  them  forever  with  the  earnest 
hope  that  their  harmful  effects  may  exist  no  longer.  I  am 
pleased  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  present  healthy  state  of  the 
Association. 

All  of  our  meetings  have  been  well  attended.  There  were  ad- 
mitted during  the  year  thirteen  new  members,  and  there  were 
three  resignations,  giving  the  Association  a  working  member- 
ship of  forty-one.  In  the  plentitude  of  His  mercy,  the  great 
physician,  Our  Heavenly  Father,  staid  the  hand  of  death  from 
our  midst  for  His  own  good  purpose.  For  whose  mercy  let  us  ever 
be  mindful  and  invoke  His  continued  blessings  and  preserva- 
tion. Yet,  within  the  last  few  days  death  has  claimed  for  its 
own,  *one  who  though  with  us  as  a  member  but  a  brief  season, 
left  upon  the  records  of  this  society  forever  the  impress  of  his 
counsel  and  genius. 

During  the  past  year  the  society  has  inaugurated  a  work  con- 
templated in  its  original  formation;  that  of  extending  its  mem- 
bership over  Southwest  Texas,  and  thereby,  becoming  in  fact,  as 
well  as  in  name,  The  West  Texas  Medical  Association,  the 
success  of  which  is  evidenced  by  two  encouraging  meetings,  and 
by  the  presence  of  some  of  you  to-day. 

During  the  past  year  the  members  of  this  society  have  deter- 
mined that  its  by-laws  and  constitution  were  not  merely  idle  and 
stereotoped  statutes,  but  that  they  were  inviolate  and  must  be 
obeyed. 

We  can  truthfully  boast  of  some  of  the  ablest  scientific  pro- 
ductions and  discussions  that  have  ever  been  the  product  of  this 
society. 

Not  so  many  we  admit,  yet  because  this  Association  has  had 
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its  time  and  attention  for  a  part  of  the  time  during  the  year  di- 
verted from  scientific  investigation  does  not  entitle  it  to  the  ad- 
verse criticism  it  has  received  from  some  disaffected  sources.  It 
evidences  neither  a  lack  of  inclination  nor  an  inability  on  the 
part  of  its  members  for  scientific  work.  For  while  scientific  in- 
vestigation and  discussion  is  the  paramount  object  of  medical 
associations,  yet  their  usefulness  and  perpetuity  rest  not  alone 
upon  scientific  research,  but  also  upon  the  correction  of  profes- 
sion abuses;  nurtures  and  regard  for  ethical  principles;  the 
inspiring  of  brotherly  esteem  and  social  improvement  among  its 
members,  and  a  fidelity  to  its  senior  organizations,  making 
themselves  subsequent  to  the  needs  and  general  wellfare  of  the 
profession  at  large  in  promoting  its  causes,  and  in  the  execution 
of  its  purposes. 

This  Association  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  handsome 
and  satisfactory  manner  with  which  it  received  and  entertained 
the  State  Association  in  April  last.  While  we  received  material 
aid  from  the  municipal  government  and  citizens  at  large,  yet 
each  of  you  gave  with  a  liberal  hand,  and  it  must  ever  be  a 
source  of  pride  to  you  and  a  credit  to  this  society  that  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  State  Association  as  the  guests  of  this  society 
was  so  liberal  and  complete  as  to  merit  the  plaudits  of  the  pro- 
fession throughout  the  State.  It  is  meet  and  proper  that  the  col- 
lective branches  of  the  profession,  as  well  as  the  individual  mem- 
bers, be  ever  ready  to  lend  their  moral,  financial  and  professional 
support  to  the  mother  society — the  State  Association — or  else  the 
perpetuity  of  its  usefulness  will  be  endangered.  The  enormous 
territory  covered  by  the  membership  of  the  State  Association, 
the  continued  birth  and  rapid  growth  of  district  societies  in  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  State,  have  in  the  minds  of  some,  already  threat- 
ened the  downfall  and  dissolution  of  your  State  society.  God 
forbid!  And  I  say  to  you  to-night,  if  we  will  only  not  be  recre- 
ant to  our  duty,  instill  a  becoming  patriotism  and  proper  man- 
agement into  our  district  societies,  these  very  physical  and 
professional  conditions  seemingly  adverse  to  the  interest  of  the 
State  Association,  will  only  redound  to  its  good,  and  tend  to  ce- 
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ment  and  strengthen  it  in  its  moral  course  to  greater  usefulness 
and  grander  achievements. 

And  I  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Asso- 
ciation when  I  say,  enobled  by  a  maternal  love  and  patriotic  pride, 
by  her  glorious  achievements  in  the  past,  and  her  honorable  pur- 
poses in  the  future,  she  holds  dear  and  guards  with  a  zealous  care 
her  steadfast  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the  State  Association,  and 
will  ever  remain  a  stone  in  that  monument  reared  to  commemo- 
rate the  perpetuity  of  her  usefulness — one  and  indivisible!  But 
let  me  here  sound  a  note  of  warning,  and  God  forbid  that  our 
professional  intelligence  should  ever  be  questioned,  its  honor 
aspersed,  its  usefullness  impaired,  or  its  pride  humiliated,  or  that 
it  should  be  dethroned  from  the  exalted  position  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  world.  But  if  I  read  correctly  the  signs  of  the  times, 
the  strength,  and  patronage,  the  power  and  influence  of  the  regu- 
lar profession  of  medicine  among  the  people  is  on  the  wane.  And 
should  we  fail  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  county,  district, 
State  and  nation  in  the  correction  of  the  adverse  conditions,  the 
dissolution  and  downfall  of  your  beloved  organization  is  at  least 
problematical. 

A  bold  assertion  and  a  humiliating  confession.  But,  if  it  be 
not  so,  why  demand  ye  in  vain  for  so  long  a  time  a  proper  recog- 
nition in  the  courts  of  the  country?  If  it  be  not  so,  why  rap  ye 
in  vain,  for  so  many  years,  at  the  door  of  your  capitol  for  legis- 
lative enactments  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine?  If  it  be 
not  so,  why  to  the  commercial  departments  of  the  profession 
come  twelve  orders  for  patent  nostrums,  for  every  one  R  that  is 
filed?  Why  the  birth  and  growth  of  so  many  dogmas  of  the 
day?  If  it  be  not  so,  why  these  jeers  and  criticisms  with  which 
we  are  taunted  by  the  press  of  the  country? — a  fair  index  of 
public  sentiment.  And  if  it  be  not  so,  why  this  success  and  for- 
tune that  follows  in  the  wake  of  quacks? 

The  grand  potentate  of  quackery, — the  flower  of  the  flock, 
lounging  in  his  gilded  palace  car,  in  his  annual  triumphant 
tour  over  this  fair  land,  stops  but  a  day  in  your  city.  His  com- 
ing has  been  heralded,  and  from  your  own  people  in  twenty-four 
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hours  he  gathers  into  his  coffers  a  wealth  that  might  put  to 
shame  the  bank  account  of  some  of  us.  If  you  answer,  these 
things  are  but  local,  I  warn  you  that  among  all  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  world  the  United  States  of  America  stands  alone 
without  national  laws  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine.  Let 
us  pause  but  time  enough  to  ask  how  may  we  change  these  con- 
ditions and  avert  the  danger? 

I  answer,  organization  at  home,  and  fidelity  to  the  cause  abroad 
is  the  slogan,  by  which  we  can  bar  forever  the  door  to  quackery, 
that  to  this  good  hour  on  the  hinges  of  ignorance  stands  ajar  ! 

It  well  behoves  us  to  organize  for  the  advancement  and  pro- 
tection of  every  interest  of  the  profession, — guard  its  portals  by 
elevating  the  standard  of  your  schools, — continue  to  demand  the 
needed  legislation  for  the  correction  of  its  abuses  and  let  our  own 
walks  insure  its  purity  and  maintain  its  dignity. 

Your  code  should  conform  to  this  progressive  age.  Based  upon 
broad,  liberal,  progressive,  3-et  dignified  principles;  demanding 
no  exclusive  rights,  and  recognizing  all  that  is  honorable,  humane 
and  intelligent. 

The  sublime  sentimentality  that  clusters  about  and  is  inherent 
to  the  profession,  is  a  better  guide  and  higher  inspiration  to  its  dis- 
ciples than  any  written  code, — moulding  their  life  to  an  honest, 
conscientious  performance  of  duty\  Thus  organized,  armed  and 
inspired  in  such  a  cause,  there  awaits  you  no  failure,  but  a  des- 
tiny,— would  to  God  I  could  unfold.  A  destiny,  by  the  attain- 
ment of  which  you  give  a  blessed  heritage  to  all  mankind.  To 
the  faithful,  conscientious  physician  belongs  the  highest  reward 
in  this  life,  and  the  richest  heritage  in  the  life  to  come. 

Glance  down  the  corridors  of  the  past;  study  well  the  present; 
or  peer  through  the  mist  of  the  future,  and  what  profession, 
creed  or  class  do  you  find  in  the  vanguard  of  battle  for  the  relief 
and  advancement  of  their  fellow-man?  A  grateful  humanity 
answers:  The  profession  of  medicine. 

From  the  time  of  ^Esculapius  to  this  good  hour,  the  profession 
of  medicine,  all  along  both  its  dark  and  its  illustrious  career,  has 
planted  seed  of  good  by  the  wayside,  the  abundant  fruition  of 
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which  has  been  a  succor  and  relief  to  a  suffering  humanity. 
Heroes  may  boast  of  their  valor  and  glory  in  the  number  of  their 
slain, — they  may  mingle  the  shouts  of  triumph  amongst  the 
graves  of  the  dying,  and  exult  over  prostrate  humanity.  They 
may  proudly  bear  away  the  laurels  of  victory  from  the  field  of 
carnage, but  the  glory  of  medicine  consists  not  in  making  wounds, 
but  in  binding  them  up;  not  in  destroying  life,  but  in  saving  it; 
and  her  ptoudest  chaplets  are  the  spontaneous  offerings  of  grate- 
ful hearts. 


TRAVIS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— STATED  MEETING,  OCTO- 

liER  3,  1889. 


The  President,  Dr.  John  Preston,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  J.  F.  Dean, 
of  Hornsby,  reported  several  cases  of  mastitis  treated  by  elec- 
tricity. He  applied  the  Faradic  current  directly  to  the  gland 
by  means  of  sponge  electrodes,  in  the  beginning;  if  there  is  much 
pain  and  swelling,  two  or  three  seances,  of  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes each,  are  given  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  claims  that  this 
line  of  treatment,  if, begun  early,  will  prevent  suppuration. 

In  all  of  these  cases — a  short  time  after  the  application  of  the 
electricity — a  free  flow  of  milk  was  produced,  with  almost  imme- 
diate relief  of  the  pain. 

The  main  subject  for  the  evening:  '  'Malaria  and  its  Treatment, ' ' 
was  next  called  up.  In  the  absence  of  a  paper,  Dr.  J.  W.  Mc- 
Laughlin was  invited  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  subject. 
He  reviewed,  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  the  pathology  and 
various  theories  as  to  the  causation  of  the  disease,  and  gave  sup- 
port to  the  microbian  theory.  For  treatment,  thought  some  form 
of  mercury  and  quinine  gave  the  best  results. 

Dr.  Bennett  thought  the  disease  a  neurosis,  and  opposed  the 
microbian  theory.  Periodicity  can  be  seen  everywhere  in  nature; 
and  could  not  understand  how  this  characteristic  feature  of  mala- 
rial toxaemia  could  prove  the  existence  of  a  specific  cause.  He 
liad  seen  results  from  salicylate  of  soda  and  belladonna  in  cases 
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where,  from  some  idiosyncracy,  quinine  could  not  be  used.  Ipe- 
cacuanha is  a  good  remedy. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  remarked  that  the  exacerbation  of  symptoms 
at  regular  intervals  was  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  nearly  all 
diseases  which  affect  the  liver.  In  the  treatment  of  malarial 
fevers  thought  it  unnecessary  to  give  large  doses  of  quinine;  that 
more  pleasant  and  better  results  could  be  obtained  from  small 
doses—  not  more  than  two  or  three  grains — with  other  remedies- 
which  are  known  to  have  an  effect  upon  this  disease,  as  gelsemi- 
num,  hydrastis,  ipecacuanha,  etc. 

Dr.  Litten  didn't  agree  with  Dr.  Smith  in  the  use  of  small 
doses  of  quinine,  as  much  is  gained  by  promptly  controlling  the 
paroxysm;  he  thought,  ordinarily,  twenty  grains  before  a  paro- 
xysm was  the  proper  dose. 

Dr.  T.  O.  Maxwell  also  favored  large  doses  of  quinine — fifteen 
or  twenty  grains  three  hours  before  the  time  of  a  paroxysm.  Not 
safe  to  give  pregnant  women  that  amount.  Was  confident  he  had 
seen  abortion  produced  by  it. 

Dr.  Wooten  remarked  that  the  growth  of  vegetation  in  mala- 
rial districts  were  salutary,  as  the  poison  was  probably  absorbed 
by  them  as  it  came  from  the  ground,  and  either  destroyed  or 
rendered  less  virulent.  For  treatment  he  recommended  twenty 
or  thirty  grains  of  quinine  before  the  paroxysm.  Not  necessary 
to  wait  for  the  fever  to  subside  before  giving  the  quinine.  He 
generally  used  massa  hydrargyrum  and  rhubarb  for  a  purgative. 

It  being  the  time  for  the  annual  election  of  officers,  nomina- 
tions wTere  made,  and  the  society  proceeded  to  ballot,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  election  of  the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  President;  Dr.  J.  A.  Lewright,  Vice-President; 
Dr.  B.  F.  Church,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Drs.  J.  \V.  McLaugh- 
lin, R.  M.  Swearingen  and  J.  M.  L,itten,  Censors. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  society  meet  every  two 
weeks  through  the  winter. 

Two  subjects  were  selected  for  the  next  meeting:  "Mastitis 
and  Salpingitis,"  and  essayists  appointed  to  present  them.  Ad- 
journed to  meet  Oct.  17. 


EDITORS  DEPARTmERT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COIjLABOBATCBS  :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Clehurne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doering,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Term. 


CAN  ANT  EXTRA-UTERINE  PREGNANCY  TERMINATE  IN  NATURAL 

DELIVERY? 


At  first  blush  the#above  question  would  strike  most  readers  as 
absurd;  in  the  light  of  the  fact  that  even  tubal  pregnancies  never 
go  to  term  but  result  in  rupture  generally,  not  later  than  the  third 
month, — collapse,  and, — unless  timely  surgical  aid  is  rendered, 
death.  But  Dr.  S.  T.  I^owry,  of  San  Antonio,  a  gentleman  well 
and  favorably  known,  a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
sociation, a  physician  of  repute,  has  recently  published  the  report 
of  a  case  (Courier  Record  of  Medicine,  Sept.  1889,)  in  which  he 
declares  that  the  foetus  was  outside  of  the  uterus,  or  what 
is  the  same  thing,  that  the  uterus  and  fallopian  tube 
were  empty,  on  examination  while  the  woman  was 
in  labor;  and  that  at  a  later  examination,  the  next  day, 
perhaps,  or  the  next,  his  finger  came  in  contact  with  the 
caput  succedaneum,  in  the  womb,  and  that  the  woman  gave 
birth  to  a  small  living  child;  the  placenta  not  coming  away,  he 
introduced  his  hand  and  removed  it.  Without  saying  so,  for  the 
Doctor  does  not  say  what  kind  of  an  extra  uterine  pregnancy  it 
was,  he  assumes  that  the  foetus,  with  all  its  membranes  was  con- 
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tained  in  a  sac  of  some  kind,  outside  of  the  womb,  and  that  it 
entered  the  womb  through  the  right  fallopian  tube;  at  least,  that 
seems  the  rational  inference  from  reading  his  paper.  And  Doc- 
tor Lowry's  statements  are  entitled  to  respectful  consideration. 

In  this  issue  we  present  a  letter  from  Dr.  Cross,  a  colleague  of 
Dr.  Lowry,  in  which  he  calls  into  question  the  correctness  of  Dr. 
Lowry's  diagnosis,  and  asks  some  questions  which,  it  seems  to 
us,  are  pertinent.  Unless  Dr.  Lowry  is  greatly  mistaken  in  his 
judgment  and  diagnosis,  his  case  is  certainly  unique,  and  his 
observation  a  remarkable  one;  and  his  courage,  to  call  it  by  that 
name,  in  passing  his  hand  through  the  uterine  cavity,  which  he 
says  was  about  large  enough  to  contain  the  fist,  into  and  through 
the  fallopian  tube  (?)  up,  and  into  wThat  must  have  been  the 
free  peritoneal  cavity; — was  certainly  of  a  rare  kind.  But,  as. 
Dr.  Cross  asks,  to  what  was  the  placenta  attached?  What  con- 
tained the  amniotic  fluid?  was  there  a  cyst?  what  "cavity"  was 
it  into  which  he  passed  his  hand,  if  not  the  free  abdominal  peri- 
toneal cavity;  and,  as  there  must  have  been  some  hemor- 
rhage on  separating  the  placenta,  what  became  of  it?  As 
said  in  the  beginning,  the  question  forming  the  caption  of  this 
article  would  appear  absurd,  natural  delivery  of  an  extra  uterine 
foetus,  i.  e.,  an  abdominal  pregnancy, — for  it  seems  that  "tu- 
bal" and  "ovarian"  are  excluded, — even  should  gestation  by  any 
chance,  go  on  to  term,  would  appear  a  physical  impossibility; 
but  here  is  a  gentleman  of  unquestioned  veracity,  a  physician  of 
perhaps  twenty  years  practice,  a  man  of  good  judgment  and 
whose  diagnostic  powers  wTe  have  never  before  heard  called  into> 
question,  who  seriously  asserts  that  an  extra  uterine  pregnancy 
of  some  sort,  not  tubal  or  interstitial,  actually  went  on  to  full 
term,  and  there  was  delivered,  presumably  through  the  fallo- 
pian tube,  a  living  child!  Our  reading  on  this  subject  has  not 
been  very  extensive,  and  our  observation  less,  but  so  far  as  we 
know,  Dr.  Lowry's  case  is  without  a  parallel  in  medical  litera- 
ture, ancient  or  modern;  a  wonderful  case. 

It  seems  there  wTas  no  symptom  indicating  rupture  of  the  tube, 
at  any  time,  and  there  must  have  been  rupture  before  it  was  possi- 
ble for  the  product  of  conception  to  drop  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 
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In  rare  cases  this  has  occurred,  a  tube  burst,  the  foetus  falling  into 
the  abdomen  has  escaped  destruction  and  gone  on  to  term,  the 
placenta  attached  to  some  of  the  abdominal  viscera;  in  such  cases 
labor  occurs,  but  nothing  was  ever  "born" — the  product  being 
removed  then  or  later,  by  section.  But  the  removal  of  the  pla- 
centa in  such  cases  is  attended  with  the  utmost  danger,  and  the 
boldest  dare  not  do  it,  even  with  the  aid  of  clamps  or  ligatures. 
What,  then,  would  be  the  result  of  introducing  the  hand,  even 
were  it  possible  to  pass  an  arm  through  the  fallopian  tube,  and 
tearing  away  a  placenta  attached,  perhaps,  to  omentum,  or  blad- 
der, or  intestine?  Sure  and  speed}-  death.  We  cannot  help 
thinking  Dr.  Lowry  was  mistaken. 


THE  TEXAS  STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
State  Lunatic  Asylum  for  1889.  It  is  a  very  interesting  docu- 
ment and  shows  a  satisfactory  status  under  the  present  adminis- 
tration. On  31st  of  October,  1888,  there  were  in  the  asylum  5S5 
inmates;  admitted  during  the  year,  160;  discharged  during  the 
year,  89,  of  whom  45  were  reported  cured,  and  36  much  im- 
proved; 4  taken  home  by  friends,  incurable.  On  hand  October 
31,  1889,  621 — the  largest  number  of  patients  present  at  any 
one  time  since  the  founding  of  the  institution.  The  per  capita 
cost  of  maintaining  them  was  $170.30  a  year,  or  $3.30  a  week. 

During  the  year  745  patients  were  treated,  with  24  deaths;  a 
ratio  of  3.22.  It  is  a  remarkable  and  very  creditable  fact  that 
this  is  the  lowest  average  mortality  ever  recorded  in  the  history 
of  the  asjlum, — the  highest  being  in  1881, — 11.59.  During  the 
three  years  of  Dr.  Dorset's  administration  the  yearly  average 
mortality  has  steadily  decreased,  it  having  been,  in  1887,  5.61; 
in  1888,  4.95,  and  in  1889,  3.22;  the  number  of  patients  treated 
being  respectively,  730,  707,  745,  and  the  corresponding  deaths 
being  41,  35,  23. 

The  institution  is  largely  self-supporting;  i.  e.,  there  were  pro- 
duced on  the  farm,  5000  bushels  of  corn,  10,215  pounds  of  pork, 
besides  vegetables  and  other  produce,  while  the  work  done  in  the 
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broom  factory  and  mattress  shop  is  very  creditable.  Heretofore,, 
the  superintendent  says,  all  the  brooms  and  mattresses  were  pur- 
chased. The  superintendent  of  this  department,  Mr.  Tom  An- 
derson, is  blind,  and  learned  his  trade  in  the  blind  institute  here 
in  Austin,  and  his  only  assistant  is  a  patient  of  the  asylum. 

The  superintendent  bears  testimony  to  the  ability,  efficiency 
and  zeal  of  his  staff  of  assistants,  and  says,  they  have  with 
ceaseless  care  performed  their  several  duties  as  faithful  servants 
of  the  State. 


The  Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas 
is  shortly  to  be  published  in  this  city  by  the  Texas  Biographical 
Publishing  Company,  in  connection  with  "Types  of  Successful 
Men  of  Texas' '  under  the  same  cover,  consent  to  the  said  con- 
solidation having  been  obtained  of  the  majority  of  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  former.  The  work  is  now  in  press  and  will  be  issued 
without  delay,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  printed  and  bound.  It  will 
be  a  grand  work,  of  perhaps  800  pages,  on  heavy  paper,  and  in 
Morocco  and  gilt.  It  will  contain  much  of  private  and  public 
history  never  before  published,  illustrated  with  seventy-five  fine 
portraits,  embracing  representatives  of  every  class,  statesmen, 
physicians,  jurists,  divines,  farmers,  bankers,  merchants,  ranch- 
men, etc.  Not  the  least  interesting  feature  will  be  a  history  of 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  from  its  organization  to 
date,  from  the  chaste  and  eloquent  pen  of  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  of 
Saltillo,  Mexico,  late  Secretary  of  said  Association.  The  sub- 
scription list  is  closed  as  to  the  insertion  of  further  sketches,  but 
subscriptions  for  the  book,  to  a  very  limited  number,  will  be  re- 
ceived; price,  ten  dollars  each.  The  sketches  will  all  be  written 
by  the  editor  of  this  Journal,  from  data  furnished  by  the  sub- 
jects; and  proof  of  each  sketch  will  be  sent  to  the  subscriber,, 
before  printing,  for  approval.  The  work  will  also  be  edited  by 
Dr.  Daniel,  who  will  have  the  entire  supervision  of  its  publica- 
tion. There  are  a  few  subscribers  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  their 
data;  they  must  do  so  at  once,  or  be  left  out.  For  a  copy  of  the 
book  address,  inclosing  price,  the  editor  of  this  Journal, — or 
the  Texas  Biographical  Publishing  Compan)'. 
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yViEDicAL  News  and  ^VIiscellany. 


The  New  Orleans  Polyclinic  has  an  announcement  in  this 
issue. 


Married  November  6th  inst.,  at  Holly,  Houston  county, 
Texas,  Dr.  R.  W.  Skipper  to  Miss  Ella  S.  Lee,  both  of  that  city. 
No  cards. 


Removals. — Dr.  T.  M.  Wilson  has  removed  from  Kosse  to 
Thornton.— Dr.  H.  B.  Hill  from  Gay  Hill  to  Austin— Dr.  J.  G. 
Daniels  from  Gilmer  to  Tyler. 


Died. — Dr.  J.  J.Woodson,  of  Crocket,  died  last  November, 
and  Dr.  A.  H.  Sikes,  of  Hearne,  took  corrosive  sublimate  by  mis- 
take for  chloral  hydrate,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  it. 


We  are  promised  a  paper  on  Puerperal  Eclampsia,  by  Dr. 
S.  H.  Stout.  Dr.  Stout  has  never  lost  a  case  in  a  practice  of 
fifty  years,  and  the  foundation  and  sine  qua  non  of  his  treatment 
is  the  lancet. 


Married  in  Austin,  December  6,  Capt.  H.  W.  Lightfoot,  of 
Paris,  Texas,  to  Miss  Etta  Imogene,  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  D. 
Wooten,  of  this  city.  The  groom  is  an  ex-State  Senator,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Texas  Bar  Association  and  a  law  partner  of  Senator 
S.  B.  Maxey, — withal  an  elegant  and  distinguished  gentleman. 


They  Value  It. — Messrs.  Doliber  &  Goodale,  proprietors  of 
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celebrated  Mellins  food,  say:  "The  fact  that  we  have  advertised 
our  Mellins  food  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  are  still  using  its  columns,  is  evidence  that 
we  value  it  as  an  advertising  medium. " 


A  Singular  Mortality  in  Dr.  Wilson's  family  is  recorded 
in  the  letter  from  the  doctor,  published  in  the  correspondence  of 
this  isbue.  We  tender  our  sympathy  to  him,  and  hope  our  readers 
who  have  had  experience  and  success  in  this  dreadful  scourge  of 
infants,  will  give  us,  and  the  profession,  their  views  through  the 
Journal.  This  is  an  important  subject,  of  practical,  everyday 
interest,  and  a  fitting  one  for  general  discussion.  We  hope  to- 
hear  from  our  readers. 


Attention  is  called  to  the  new  advertisement  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  and  Surgical  Record,  a  weekly,  of  sterling 
worth  and  acknowledged  ability.  The  Record  is  perhaps  the 
oldest  medical  publication  in  that  land  of  medical  journals 
— Philadelphia,  it  having  been  founded  by  Dr.  Butler  away  back 
in  the  fifties  or  earlier.  Subscribe  for  the  Record  and  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal  and  you  will  have  a  miue  of  pleasing 
information  and  pleasant  reading. 


The  Central  Texas  Medical  Association  will  meet  irt 
Waco,  Tuesday,  January,  14,  1890,  for  which  meeting  the  follow- 
ing progromme  has  been  appointed:  "Cerebro-Spinal  Meningi- 
tis," by  Dr.  J.  C.  J.  "King;  "Pneumonia,"  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Young; 
"Hemorrhoids,"  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Brown;  "Cystitis,"  by  Dr.  W.  C. 
Blalock;  "Diseases  Incident  to  Dentition,"  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Witt. 
Physicians  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present  and  present  a  "vol- 
unteer" paper,  or  report  some  interesting  case  from  practice.  An- 
nual election  of  officers  will  take  place.  Dr.  W.  O.  Wilkes  is 
the  secretary. 
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MILK  INSPECTION. 


BY  W.  M.  YANDELL,  M.  D.,  HEALTH  PHYSICIAN,  EL  PASO,  TEXAS. 


OYSTEMATIC  inspection  of  milk  is  not  practiced  in  Texas, 
^  outside  of  El  Paso,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  and  as  I  have  put 
a  stop  to  the  sale  of  adulterated  milk  here,  an  account  of  the 
simple  methods  employed,  may  not  only  prove  interesting  to 
your  readers,  but  assist  authorities  elsewhere  in  accomplishing 
like  results. 

In  the  first  place,  the  officer  who  proposes  to  inspect  milk, 
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must  not  only  prepare  himself  to  make  inspections,  but  to  pass  a 
rigid  cross-examination  as  an  expert  before  the  courts.  By  writ" 
ing  to  Edward  W.  Martin,  the  accomplished  and  obliging  chem- 
ist to  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  New  York,  he  can  pro- 
cure copies  of  the  celebrated  Schrumpf  case,  of  Martin's  reports 
for  ,1884  and  1885,  on  "Milk  and  its  Adulterations,"  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Code  of  Xew  York  city.  From  these  he  can  learn  all 
that  is  necessary  to  be  learned  from  books.  Through  Mr.  Mar- 
tin he  can  also  procure  a  tested  lactometer,  with  sworn  certificate 
as  to  accuracy,  the  necessary  cream  gauges,  and  a  tested,  sensi- 
tive thermometer,  if  he  cannot  conveniently  procure  the  latter 
from  the  signal  service  officials. 

Having  procured  these  necessary  articles,  he  should  go  to  every 
dairy  furnishing  milk  to  his  city,  see  the  cows  milked  and  take 
a  sample  of  the  milk,  mixed  together  from  all  the  cows  in  the 
herd,  or  the  mixed  milk  from  at  least  ten,  selected  at  random, 
for  bear  in  mind,  it  is  average  milk,  that  is,  the  milk  taken 
from  a  number  of  cows  and  mixed  together,  that  we  are  particu- 
larly interested  in.  He  should  also  test  the  milk  from  single 
cows,  kept  by  persons  for  their  own  use;  for  every  bit  of  this  ex- 
perience will  be  valuable  to  him.  In  testing  he  will  note  the 
odor,  the  taste,  the  consistence  of  the  milk  as  it  runs  off  the  bulb 
of  the  lactometer,  and  its  color.  He  will  then  set  it  aside  in  a 
cream  gauge  in  a  refrigerator,  or  where  it  will  be  kept  at  a  tem- 
perature of  about  6o°  Fahrenheit,  and  after  some  twenty-four 
hours  skim  it  thoroughly  and  take  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
skimmed  milk,  also  noting  the  cream  percentage.  The  cream 
gauge  is  an  unreliable  guide  as  to  richness  of  milk,  but  it  is  a 
"check"  experiment  at  least.  He  will  also  frequently  add  one 
part  water  to  one  of  milk,  to  two,  three,  four,  five  or  ten  of  milk, 
and  take  the  specific  gravity  of  the  mixture,  set  it  aside  in  the 
cream  guage,  allow  the  cream  to  rise,  skim  it  and  test  the  speci- 
fic gravity  of  the  skimmed  milk.  Having  already  learned  the 
specific  gravity  of  pure  skimmed  milk,  he  will  learn  from  the 
last  experiment  that  water  added  to  milk  stays  with  the  skimmed 
milk  and  does  not  rise  with  the  cream,  at  least  such  is  my  con- 
clusion after  a  number  of  experiments.    This  is  a  test  of  my 
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own,  and  I  make  it  for  the  following  reasons:  In  his  testimony 
for  the  defense  in  the  Schrumpf  case,  Prof.  Doremus  says:  "It  is 
this  cream  that  damns  the  lactometer."  "If  the  illustrious  men 
of  the  Board  of  Health  can  eliminate  the  cream,  then  the  lacto- 
meter is  a  good  instrument,  but  with  the  cream  it  is  impossible 
with  the  lactometer  to  tell  whether  milk  is  low  from  cream  or  low 
from  water."  While  the  cream  gauge  is  not  an  exact  guide  to 
the  richness  of  milk,  as  cream  does  not  always  rise  alike,  yet  so 
large  a  part  rises  as  to  practically  "eliminate  the  cream."  Should 
the  milk  have  been  low  from  richness  of  cream,  it  should  cer- 
tainly be  high  after  the  cream  has  been  removed,  but  if  it  was 
low  from  water  the  skimmed  milk  will  be  comparatively  low.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  added  water  causes  the  cream  to  sep" 
arate  more  thoroughly  from  the  milk. 

By  these  experiments  he  will  have  arrived  at  the  highest,  the 
lowest  and  the  average  lactometric  standing  of  average  milk  in 
his  vicinity;  from  Martin's  reports  the  same  facts  as  to  New  York, 
the  result  of  some  20,000  tests,  also  the  lowest  and  highest  of 
single  cows. 

Should  his  city  charter  give  the  city  council  authority,  as  ot  r 
city  charter  does,  to  pass  an  ordinance  modeled  on  provisions  of 
the  Xew  York  City  Sanitary  Code,  it  should  be  passed  as  prose- 
cutions under  the  State  law,  before  the  county  court  waste  much 
time.  I  have,  however,  secured  convictions  in  such  cases  af- 
ter much  delay. 

He  is  now  ready  to  sally  forth  against  the  milk-men,  for,  as 
Martin  says  in  New  York,  I  can  say  in  El  Paso,  "Whatever  may 
have  been  used,  we  find  at  the  present  day  that  the  addition  of 
water  and  the  removal  of  cream,  or  both,  constitute  ninety-nine 
per  cent,  of  the  frauds.  Carbonate  and  bi-carbonate  of  soda, 
borax  and  nitrate  of  soda  are  sometimes  used  as  preservatives; 
annatto,  butter  color,  and  burned  sugar  to  color  the  milk,  and 
salt  and  sugar  to  impart  a  taste  and  to  increase  the  specific  grav- 
ity, are  probably  the  only  adulterants  used  at  present."  The 
popular  idea  that  the  milk-men  have  some  secret  formula  by 
which  they  can  adulterate  milk  so  as  to  render  detection  difficult, 
is  erroneous.    I  have  yet  to  find  one  that  understands  so  simple 
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a  thing  as  floating  a  lactometer  properly,  or  that  knows  that  the 
specific  gravity  of  milk  varies  with  temperature.  The  honest 
ones  do  not  care  to. 

At  first,  frequent  inspections  are  necessary,  in  case  the  milk- 
men are  adulterating  the  milk,  and  this  he  may  be  sure  most  of 
them,  if  not  all,  are  doing  where  inspection  is  not  practiced. 

Those  who  would  be  honest  are  forced  to  quit  the  business  or 
adulterate  their  milk  to  compete  with  the  dishonest. 

Should  he  suspect  milk,  he  will  take  a  sample,  test  it  carefully, 
and  GO  the  same  day  to  the  dairy  from  which  it  came,  see  the 
cows  milked,  take  a  sample  of  the  average  milk,  test  and  com- 
pare it  with  the  suspected  milk.  When  I  hit  upon  this  plan, 
which  I  have  not  seen  suggested  elsewhere,  I  had  no  longer  any 
doubts  as  to  success,  as  average  milk  varies  but  a  few  degrees 
from  one  milking  to  the  next. 

The  100  point  on  the  lactometer,  equal  to  a  specific  gravity  of 
1.029,  1S  taken  to  represent  pure  milk,  because  average  milk 
sometimes  falls  so  low,  but  in  New  York  the  average  lactometric 
standing  of  milk,  the  result  of  testing  some  twenty  thousand 
specimens,  is  no,  while  the  average  here  from  175  cows  is  over 
115.  The  lowest  single  cow's  milk  here  was  106;  lowest  dairy 
milk  109. 

The  first  cases  that  I  had  were  in  the  county  court,  against 
Fink  and  Doane,  who  had  made  probably  $40,000  in  their  busi- 
ness in  a  few  years,  and  were  then  running  the  largest  dairy 
here.  Following  is  the  record  on  which  I  prosecuted  them,  this 
before  I  hit  upon  the  plan  of  going  to  the  dairy  on  the  same  day 
that  I  test  suspected  milk: 

At  dairy,  October  26,  '88,  milk  from  9  cows,  114;  October  29, 
'88,  milk  from  16  cows,  118.  On  the  street,  October  29,  '88,  it 
was  67;  October  30,  75;  November  19,  75.  They  pleaded  guilty 
in  one  case  each,  and  I  had  the  others  dismissed.  I  promised 
the  milk-men  on  the  first  day  that  1  inspected  that  if  they  would 
reform  I  would  not  prosecute  for  what  I  found  that  day.  One 
whose  milk  stood  at  92  on  the  street  on  October  29,  1888,  and  at 
116  at  his  dairy  on  October  25,  1888,  acknowledged  that  the  92 
milk  was  watered,  but  was  left  off,  as  subsequent  tests  showed 
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that  he  had  reformed.    Another  had  milk  on  the  streets  on  Oc. 
tober  30,  '88,  that  stood  at  98,  while  at  his  dairy  October  15  and 
16,  '88,  it  stood  at  116.    He  told  me  the  next  day  after  I  took 
the  98  milk  that  water  had  been  left  in  the  can  by  mistake.  I 
inspected  no  more  milk  until  the  ordinance  went  into  effect, 
early  in  October,  1889.    On  October  3,  1889,  Fink  and  Doane's 
milk  on  the  street  was  72;  same  day  at  the  dairy,  from  two  cows 
(the  others  were  milked  before  I  got  there)  it  was  114.    On  Oc 
tober  5,  on  the  street,  it  was  80.    I  informed  the  driver  on  the 
5th  that  I  should  file  complaints  against  them  for  selling  adul- 
terated milk  on  the  3d  and  5th.    On  the  6th  their  milk  on  the 
streets  was  115,  and  it  kept  about  that  figure  daily  until  about 
the  10th,  when  they  closed  out  to  an  honest  firm,  and  quit  the 
business.    When  their  cases  were  called  for  trial,  October  12, 
they  pleaded  guilty,  and  were  fined  in  one  case  each,  and  the 
others  were  dismissed,  as  they  were  no  longer  in  the  business. 

I  prosecuted  another  man  whose  milk  on  the  streets  stood  at 
86  on  October  14,  1889,  and  on  the  same  day,  at  his  dairy,  at 
no.    He  paid  a  fine,  and  quit  the  business  in  a  few  days. 

Another  had  milk  which  stood  on  the  streets  at  97  on  October 
23,  1889,  and  the  same  day  at  dairy  at  115.  As  97  was  a  little 
high  to  prosecute,  and  as  he  had  only  a  few  cows,  I  took  satis- 
faction out  of  him  by  publishing  my  report  to  the  Board  of 
Health  giving  the  facts;  since  which  time  his  milk  stands  in  the 
neighborhood  of  no.  While  milk  that  stands  at  100,  passes, 
the  milk-man  whose  milk  stands  at  that  on  the  street,  and  at 
from  no  to  118  at  his  diary  the  same  day,  cannot  long  stand  the 
publication  of  these  facts. 

A  standard  temperature  of  6o°  Fahrenheit  is  agreed  upon  for 
lactometric  testing  of  milk,  and  this  is  to  be  understood  in  the 
tests  given. 

Cows  giving  milk  rich  in  cream,  generally  give  milk  rich  in 
solids  not  fat.  Consequently,  Jersy  milk  will,  as  a  rule,  pass  the 
standard. 

Having  lived  on  a  farm  and  ranch  in  Texas,  and  raised  dairy 
cattle  eight  years,  I  had  practical  experience  of  great  value.  I 
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neglected  to  say  that  I  inspect  dairies  as  to  cleanliness,  arrange- 
ments, etc.,  and  also  the  cows  as  to  health  and  condition. 

The  average  man  is  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Board  of 
Health  when  he  can  see  that  it  pays.  I  am  in  a  position  to 
prove  that  the  people  of  this  city  were  paying  at  least  $6,000  a 
year  for  added  water  in  their  milk  when  I  commenced  inspecting, 
in  October  last.  This  is  saved  to  them  now,  and  is  double  the 
amount  considered  necessary  for  sanitation  next  year  by  a  very 
liberal  council. 


HYDROCELE— STRICTURE  OF  URETHRA  WITH  PERINEAL  FIS- 
TULA—PHIMOSIS— ORCHITIS— ANEURISM  OF  SUBCLAVIAN 
ARTERY— COLLES'  FRACTURE— FRACTURE  OF  TIBIA. 


BY  W.  B.  ROGERS,  M.  D. , 
Professor  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 


[Surgical  Clincal  at  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College,  Mouth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1889.   Reported  by  S.  H.  Howard.] 

/~>ASE  I.    Hydrocele. — Treated  by  carbolic  acid  injection. 

Edward  White,  twenty-four  years,  resident  of  Memphis, 
suffered  three  years  ago  with  gonorrheal  inflammation  of  the  tes- 
tis, which  on  subsiding,  left  the  organ  apparently  twice  its  nor- 
mal size.  His  general  health  has  been  perfect,  and  he  experi- 
ences only  slight  pain  in  the  enlarged  testis.  Patient  was 
placed  supinely  on  the  table,  and  the  "tumor  within  the  scro- 
tum" examined.  It  was  found  confined  to  the  testis — the  cord 
not  being  involved — nor  did  it  disappear  on  being  elevated, 
hence  in  the  differential  diagnosis  varicocele,  hernia,  encysted  hy- 
drocele of  the  cord  and  congenital  hydrocele  were  all  eliminated. 
Palpation  determined  the  presence  of  fluid,  thus  excluding  the 
various  solid  growths  of  the  testes,  and  thereby  reducing  it  to  a 
question  between  hematocele  and  hydrocele.  By  means  of  a 
lighted  taper,  translucency  was  proven,  and  a  positive  diagnosis 
of  hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  made.  The  quantity  of 
fluid  was  small,  probably  not  exceeding  three  drams.  By  means 
of  a  hypodermic  syringe  a  half  dram  was  drawn  off,  clear  and 


DANIEL'S   TEXAS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


245 


straw-colored.  The  hypodermic  syringe  was  then  rilled  with 
carbolic  aid,  and  fifteen  minims  were  then  thrown  into  the  sac, 
already  containing  about  two  and  a  half  drams  of  fluid.  No 
pain  was  experienced  by  the  patient,  who  was  instructed  to  re- 
port in  ten  days. 

Cask  II.    Hydrocele. — Carbolic  acid  injected. 

Jas.  Elbert,  twenty-eight  years,  male,  white,  was  brought  to 
clinic  by  Dr.  Etheridge,  of  Alabama.  Patient  had  had  "mumps" 
eight  months  previous,  metastasis  had  taken  place  and  there 
still  remained  some  enlargement  of  the  left  testis.  He  was 
placed  on  the  table,  and  ten  of  the  class  called  to  examine  the 
"tumor  within  the  scrotum."  In  shape  and  size  it  resembled  a 
small  pear.  First  by  exclusion  and  then  by  test  for  translucency 
it  was  diagnosed  hydrocele.  The  radical  operation  of  incision 
was  described;  but  trie  patient  desiring  to  return  to  his  home,  it 
was  decided  to  inject  the  sac  with  carbolic  acid.  The  nee- 
dle of  hypodermic  syringe  filled  with  carbolic  acid  was  first  intro- 
duced, then  with  a  small  trocar,  all  the  fluid  (four  ounces)  was 
drawn  off,  and  the  carbolic  acid  was  at  once  thrown  in.  Slight 
pain  only  was  complained  of  by  the  patient.  He  went  to  his 
home  in  Alabama  on  the  second  day  after  the  operation. 

Cask  III.    Orchitis.  1 

Robt.  I/.,  thirty-eight  years,  white,  presented  a  "tumor  within 
the  scrotum"  confined  to  the  right  testis,  which  was  exceedingly 
sensitive  to  the  touch.  The  enlargement  was  confined  to  the 
organ,  yet  the  vas  deferens  was  found  very  tender  on  the  slight- 
est pressure.  The  enlargement  was  of  only  four  days  duration, 
came  without  traumatic  injury  and  was  traceable  to  urethritis, 
the  remains  of  which  still  were  present.  The  case  was  one  of 
acute  (specific)  orchitis  and  epididymitis.  It  was  explained 
that  the  epididymitis  of  necessity  preceded  the  orchitis,  that 
both  arose  by  reason  of  spread  of  the  inflammation  along  the 
vas  deferens.  The  following  course  of  treatment  was  ordered: 
Morphia,  hypodermically  for  reliet  of  pain,  absolute  rest  in  the 
bed,  with  elevation  of  the  parts,  and  application  of  hot  poultices. 
Thorough  evacuation  of  the  bowels  by  the  use  of  calomel  in  full 
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doses.  It  was  urged  that  in  any  case  of  this  kind,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  liver  was  torpid  and  the  portal  circulation  very 
sluggish;  that  constipation  usually  was  marked;  that  in  some 
cases  diarrhoea  existed,  but  if  so,  it  was  the  type  of  diarrhoea  that 
corrected  itself  as  soon  as  the  liver  was  acted  on  by  calomel. 
And  that  positive  improvement  begins  at  once  after  the  calomel 
acts. 

Case  IV.    Phimosis. — Circumcision. 

Albert  Grey,  thirty-four,  colored,  presented  very  much  con- 
tracted preputial  orifice,  with  slight  purulent  discharge,  appar- 
ently from  non-specific  balanitis.  Had  been  unable  to  retract 
prepuce  for  some  months,  and  unable  to  thoroughly  cleanse  and 
medicate  through  the  existing  small  opening.  Chloroform  was 
administered,  and  the  operation  of  circumcision  performed — 
mucous  membrane  stitched  to  integument  with  continuous  cat- 
gut suture. 

Case  V.    Perineal  Fistula. 

Henry  Green,  twenty-two  years,  colored,  was  presented  with 
perineal  fistula  through  which  most  of  the  urine  escaped  at  each 
evacuation  of  the  bladder.  He  gave  history  of  having  received 
an  injury  in  the  perineum  one  year  previous  which  was  followed 
by  marked  swelling  and  induration,  all  of  which  gradually  dis- 
appeared, leaving  behind  a  stricture  of  the  urethra  as  evidenced 
by  difficult  micturition,  and  very  small  stream.  Four  weeks  ago 
the  swelling  returned  in  the  perineum,  became  very  painful  and 
resulted  in  an  abscess  which  opened  spontaneously  ten  days 
before  case  entered  hospital.  The  urethra  was  cocainized,  and  a 
twenty-seven  bulbous  sound  passed  readily  as  far  as  membranous 
portion  of  the  urethra  and  was  there  arrested.  Smaller  instru- 
ments were  used  without  success;  until  finally  a  filiform  whale- 
bone guide  was  passed  and  over  this  a  dilator  was  with  care 
passed  to  the  bladder,  the  finger  per  rectum  confining  the  loca- 
tion of  the  instrument.  The  stricture  was  rapidly  dilated  and 
instrument  withdrawn.  The  hemorrhage  was  slight.  A  No.  19 
American  steel  sound  was  then  passed  into  the  bladder,  after 
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which  the  patient  easily  urinated  a  full  stream,  per  vias  naturales, 
no  water  coming  through  the  fistula. 

Patient  was  presented  at  each  clinic  during  the  month,  and 
Nos.  17,  18,  19  sounds  were  easily  passed;  parts  much  improved, 
very  little  water  passing  the  fistulous  opening. 

Cask  VI.    Aneurism  of  left  Subclavian. 

John  Bryan,  male,  white,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  was  pre- 
sented. Six  weeks  previously  he,  while  in  a  difficulty  received 
two  stab  wounds  just  below  the  clavicle  in  left  side  and  just  in- 
ternal to  coracoid  process.  Both  wounds  ranged  in  the  direction 
of  the  third  portion  of  subclavian  artery.  The  wounds  healed 
kindly.  At  present  examination  he  presents  slight  tumor  just 
below  and  apparently  coming  from  beneath  the  clavicle,  just 
over  or  upon  the  subclavian  or  junction  of  that  artery  with  the 
axillary.  Pulsation  is  distinct.  The  bruit  is  readily  perceived. 
Slight  pressure  dispels  the  tumor  with  its  rasping  murmur.  The 
diagnosis  was  plain.  An  aneurism  of  traumatic  origin.  Treat- 
ment advised  was  pressure  by  tourniquet.  If  this  fails  then  the 
ligature  to  third  portion  of  artery  if  tumor  grows. 

Case  VII.    Colee's  Fracture. 

James  K.,  male,  twelve  years  of  age,  white,  fell  a  distance  of 
six  feet,  most  of  his  weight  being  received  on  the  palm  of  the 
left  hand.  Examination  revealed  fracture  of  the  left  radius,  just 
above  the  articulation  with  the  carpal  bones — slight  displacement 
backward  of  lower  fragment.  Fracture  was  reduced  and  Levis' 
perforated  splint  applied. 

Case  VIII.    Fracture  of  Leg. — Treated  with  plaster  Paris. 

Henry  W.,  male,  white,  ten  years  of  age  fell  and  produced  a 
fracture  of  the  bones  of  the  leg.  He  was  presented  six  days 
after  the  injury  was  received.  Examination  detected  motion  at 
junction  of  middle  with  lower  third,  of  leg.  There  was  scarcely 
any  deformity.  No  effort  was  made  to  secure  crepitus,  because 
of  the  evidence  offered  by  the  undue  mobility.  The  swelling 
was  not  very  marked,  and  was  on  the  decline.  The  limb  was 
enveloped  in  cotton  wadding,  and  plaster  of  Paris  applied  over 
the  wadding.  The  plaster  set  promptly,  and  the  boy  was  carried 
home  to  be  returned  at  future  clinics. 
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For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

REPORT  OF    TWO    DEATHS   FROM    PARTIAL  CHLOROFORM 
ANESTHESIA,  TV1TH  REMARKS. 

BY  J.   T.   HARRINGTON,  M.  D.,  EL  PASO,  TEXAS. 

AUGUST  22,  1889.    Mrs.  J  ,  colored,  aged  42  years,  ova- 


the  time  during  the  past  year.  Is  very  much  emaciated,  and 
bears  every  indication  of  devitalization.  After  consultation  an 
immediate  operation  is  decided  upon  as  the  only  means  of  sav- 
ing the  woman's  life.  Patient  placed  in  the  dorsal  decubitus  and 
chloroform  anaesthesia  commenced  with  a  napkin  folded  in  a 
paper  cone.  .Pulse  rapid  and  weak,  the  respiration  hurried  but 
no  resistance  to  the  chloroform;  after  a  few  inhalations  the  breath- 
ing became  difficult  and  stertorous,  no  pulse  and  no  distinguisha- 
ble heart-beat.  The  usual  methods  of  resuscitation  were  resorted 
to — lowering  the  patient's  head,  elevation  of  jaw  by  pressure  be- 
hind the  condyles,  hypodermic  injections  of  brandy,  artificial 
respiration,  etc.,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  for  within  a  minute  and  a 
half  from  the  time  the  patient  was  placed  |  upon  the  operating  ta- 
ble she  was  dead.  Autopsy  revealed  nothing  abnormal  as  to  the 
heart  or  lungs,  and  the  patient  evidently  died  from  syncope  in 
first  stage  of  anaesthesia. 

December  17,  1889.  Was  called  to  assist  in  a  case  of  trach- 
elorrhaphy and  perineorrhaphy.    Mrs.   R  ,  wThite,  aged  37 

years.  Appears  to  be  in  good  condition  for  the  operation.  Has 
taken  chloroform  twice  recently  for  removal  of  urethral  caruncle. 
When  placed  upon  the  operating  table  the  patient  is  very  ner- 
vous, and  has  great  fear  of  the  operation.  After  being  reassured 
as  to  her  danger  and  having  her  nerves  somewhat  calmed,  Dr. 
T  ,  a  surgeon  of  ability  and  experience,  began  the  adminis- 
tration of  chloroform  through  an  Esmarch's  inhaler. 

Patient  at  first  took  the  anaesthetic  kindly,  but  a  minute  later 

the  face  became  cyanotic  and  the  respiration  labored.    Dr.  T  

removed  the  inhaler  and  felt  for  the  pulse,  but  found  none,  and 
within  one  minute  more  all  was  over.    Of  course  proper  meas- 


Patient  has  been  confined  to  her  bed  most  of 
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ures  were  taken  to  revive  the  patient,  but  in  this,  as  in  the  former 
case,  the  struggle  was  against  a  dead  heart.  Post  mortem  was 
held  but  revealed  nothing  of  interest. 

Two  deaths  from  chloroform  in  private  practice,  in  one  little 
city  within  four  months!  and  yet  I  do  not  believe  blame  should 
be  attached  to  any  one  connected  with  these  unfortnnate  cases. 
The  surgeons  in  attendance  upon  them  give  chloroform  every- 
day, and  have  given  it  many  thousands  of  times,  and  these  are 
the  first  accidents  from  an  anaesthetic  they  ever  witnessed.  Let 
no  one  suppose  that  because  he  has  heretofore  been  fortunate 
he  will  necessarily  continue  to  be  so;  the  limitations  of  our 
knowledge  are  the  weak  places  in  our  pathway,  into  which  the 
most  astute  are  at  any  time  liable  to  fall.  But  misfortune  may 
even  be  of  benefit,  for;t  often  promotes  diligence  and  care  while 
the  tendency  of  success  is  to  routine  and  carelessness. 

The  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  accidents  from  anaesthesia  have 
occurred  in  private  practice,  naturally  leads  one  to  suppose  that 
the  general  practitioner  has  from  long  and  successful  use  of  a 
potent  and  dangerous  agent,  become  careless  as  to  his  methods 
of  administration.  This  tendency  to  lack  of  care,  and  attention 
to  details  must  be  ever  watched  and  guarded  against.  In  the 
cases  related  above,  no  doubt  death  resulted  from  cardiac  paraly- 
sis or  "reflex  syncope"  in  the  excitement  stage  of  anaesthesia. 

This  condition  of  "reflex  syncope"  is  no  doubt  mainly  due  to 
shock  produced  by  fear,  and  to  prove  that  chloroform  may  play 
but  a  minor  part  in  the  fatal  drama,  the  British  Medical  Journal 
of  October  5,  1889,  relates  the  case  of  a  lady  who  died  after  a  few 
inhalations  of  eau-de-cologne,  when  she  thought  she  was  taking 
chloroform.  In  the  first  case  here  the  fatal  issue  was  partially 
due  to  the  devitalized  condition  of  the  patient,  and  in  the  second 
case  I  believe  it  was  in  part  owing  to  shock  induced  by  fear  of 
the  operation.  If  the  second  case  had  any  organic  heart  disease 
her  attending  physician  failed  to  detect  it,  and  upon  first  thought 
one  is  inclined  to  suppose  that  because  the  woman  had  recently 
taken  chloroform  twice  with  no  outward  symptoms,  the  deadly 
dose  must  have  been  due  to  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  ad- 
ministrator; but  we  are  told  by  Professor  Reeve  that  "previous  in- 
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halations  give  no  guarantee  of  safety;  in  a  considerable  number 
of  the  fatal  cases  there  had  been  previous  administrations." 

From  the  most  careful  study  I  have  been  able  to  make  of  the 
subject  of  general  anaesthesia,  I  deduce  the  following  conclu- 
sions: 1.  In  conditions  of  extreme  shock  the  surgeon  should 
wait  for  at  least  partial  reaction  before  administering  an  anaes- 
thetic. 2.  Shock  may  be  so  great  as  to  almost  kill  the  pa- 
tient, even  where  there  has  been  no  recent  injury — the  fear  of 
the  anaesthetic,  the  operation,  etc.,  is  enough  in  some  cases  to 
put  the  patient  so  near  the  border  of  death  that  only  a  few  in- 
halations of  the  lethal  vapor  are  required  to  close  the  scene. 
2.  Anaesthesia,  except  with  children  and  accouchment,  should 
be  preceded  by  a  hypodermic  injection  of  morphinae  sulphas  1-6 
grain  and  atropiae  sulphas  1-100  grain.  This  diminishes  shock, 
.strengthens  the  heart,  and  promotes  and  prolongs  anaesthesia. 
4.  Anaesthesia,  if  undertaken  al  all,  should  be  complete — the 
shock  of  pain  and  the  depressing  influence  of  the  emotions  may 
operate  fatally  in  conditions  of  partial  anaesthesia.  5.  No  anaes- 
thetic is  entirely  safe,  and  there  is  no  data  from  which  we  can 
determine  with  certainty  which  is  the  safest  anaesthetic — the  sur- 
geon generally  preferring  that  one  that  he  has  used  or  seen  used 
most.  A  few  years  ago  chloroform  was  somewhat  under  the  ban, 
hut  lately  it  has  been  gaining  ground,  and  in  this  country  it  is 
the  anaesthetic  most  used  in  the  South  and  West,  while  ether  is 
usually  pieferred  in  the  North  and  East.  6.  Any  condition  de- 
manding painful  surgical  interference,  is  safer  with  than  without 
anaesthesia,  and  this  is  true  of  subjects  suffering  with  cardiac  or 
-pulmonary  disease.  7.  Anaesthesia  is  always  attended  with 
.enough  danger  to  preclude  levity  and  unnecessary  remarks  at  the 
bedside  of  the  patient;  kindness,  firmness  and  sobriety  should 
always  distinguish  the  surgeon  in  the  operating  room.  7.  Death 
.generally  occurs  during  the  first  stage  of  anaesthesia,  therefore, 
the  surgeon  should  be  careful  not  to  dr-ench  the  patient,  but  to 
♦establish  tolerance,  and  bring  him  so  gradually  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  anaesthetic  that  unfavorable  symptoms  may  be  noted 
in  their  incipiency.  8.  Death  is  usually  due  to  paralysis  of  the 
circulatory  or  respiratory  nerve  centres;  the  old  idea  that  chloro- 
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form  always  paralyses  the  heart  and  ether  the  lungs,  is  not  borne 
out  by  clinical  experience.  9.  There  are  many  methods  of 
administering  anaesthetics,  but  that  is  the  best  method  which 
secures  the  patient  the  freest  supply  of  air,  and  this  is  a 
matter  of  such  vital  importaece  that  the  surgeon  cannot  af- 
fort  to  risk  a  doubt  upon  it.  Right  here  I  will  say  that  a 
novel  and  successful  method  is  that  of  Dr.  Vilas,  of  this  citv, 
a  surgeon  of  skill  and  experience.  After  putting  vasoline 
on  the  patient's  nose  and  lips,  he  places  over  the  face  of  the 
patient  an  ordinary  cambric  handkerchief,  and  then  drops  the 
chloroform  on  the  tip  of  the  nose,  one  drop  at  a  time,  slowly  but 
steadily,  until  the  anaesthesia  is  complete.  This  method  secures 
a  sufficiency  of  air,  and  with  it  I  have  seen  Dr.  Vilas  perform 
capital  operations,  without  using  more  than  a  dram  of  chloro- 
form. 10.  To  resuscitate  a  patient,  there  should  be  complete 
inversion  of  the  body,  and  this  failing,  artificial  respiration  should 
be  resorted  to,  but  nothing  will  do  good  when  once  the  heart  has 
become  paralysed.  11.  With  all  the  care  possible,  occasionally 
death  will  ensue  while  the  patient  is  on  the  operating  table. 
Such  accidents  occurred  before  ether  and  chloroform  were  known, 
but  this  should  not  discourage  the  surgeon,  for  after  all,  artificial 
anaesthesia  remains  the  greatest  blessing  that  the  science  of  med- 
icine has  ever  conferred  upon  mankind. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  foregoing  summary  I  am  indebted 
to  the  following  works:  System  of  Surgery;  Gross,  Text-book  of 
Surgery;  Wyeth,  Am.  System  of  Gynecology;  Mann,  Am.  Sys- 
tem of  Obstetrics;  Hirst,  Operative  Surgery;  Stephen  Smith,  In- 
ternational Encyclopedia  of  Surgery;  Ashhurst,  Ref.  Handbook 
of  the  Medical  Sciences;  Albert  H.  Buck,  Artificial  Anaesthesia 
and  Anaesthetics;  Lyman,  Medical  Record,  New  York;  British 
Medical  Journal;  Gaillard's  Medical  Journal,  etc. 


TAPE  WORM. 


T~\R.  W.  A.  RAPE,  of  Ballinger,  sends  the  Journal  some  in- 
teresting  notes  of  his  experience  with  this  troublesome 
parasite.    We  present  below  his  favorite  prescription,  one  w7hich 
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the  Doctor  says  has  proved  most  useful  in  the  treatment.  He 
has  tried  many  remedies  and  by  preference  gives  now: 

R.  Chloroform  3ss;  to  be  given  in  some  bland,  acceptable  ve- 
hicle, to  be  followed  in  half  an  hour  by 

R.    01.  Tiglii       Gtt.  iv. 
01.  Ricini  oSS. 
Glycerine  3ss. 
Ag.  destil  ad  3ii. 

M.  Sig.  Give  two  teaspoonsful  three  hours  apart  regularly 
till  the  worm  is  expelled.  After  which  give  salicylic  acid  in 
small  doses  every  three  or  four  hours  during  the  day  for  three  or 
four  days;  being  careful  to  keep  the  bowels  open.  The  patient 
should  fast  for  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  beginning  the  treat- 
ment. The  Doctor  says  the  tape  worm  is  caused  by  the  intro- 
duction into  the  stomach,  of  meat  improperly  prepared;  that  it 
is  "a  fact,  based  upon  scientific  investigation,  that  the  Taenia  S. 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  product  of  the  characteristic 
germ  found  in  fresh  meats,"  which  finds  a  suitable  nidus  for  its 
development  and  growth  in  the  alimentary  tract. 

We  presume  the  object  of  the  salicylic  acid  after  the  expulsion 
of  the  worm,  is  to  destroy  any  undeveloped  germs  that  may  re- 
main behind. 

Dr.  Rape  says  he  has  treated  a  number  of  cases  successfully 
as  above,  and  asks  for  the  views  and  experience  of  our  readers 
through  the  Journal.  We  will  be  pleased  to  have  a  discussion 
of  the  subject,  and  the  Journal  is  open  to  receive  the  views  of 
the  profession. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

SUB-PERITOXEAL  ILEM  YTOCELE. 


BY  EUGENK  CLARK,   M.   D.,   LOCKHART,  TEXAS. 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  September  20,  1S89. 

THE  subject  of  this  paper  is  a  case  of  Subperitoneal  Pelvic 
Haematocele  occurring  recently  in  my  practice.  Thinking 
it  might  interest  the  members  of  the  Society,  I  take  great  pleas 
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ure  in  reporting  it.  I  was  called  on  the  morning  of  July  23rd  to 
visit  Mrs.  W.,  who  resides  14  miles  in  the  country.  She  gave 
the  following  history:  Age  35,  began  to  menstruate  at  the  age  of 
16  and  has  been  tolerably  regular.  Married  at  20  and  has  never 
been  pregnant.  Has  complained  more  or  less  with  the  left  side 
for  15  years.  She  could  lie  on  that  side  only  a  few  moments  at 
a  time.  During  the  menstrual  period,  the  pain  was  increased 
and  extended  down  the  left  hip  and  leg.  Has  suffered  greatly 
with  varicose  veins  in  the  left  leg.  Has  had  no  abdominal 
enlargement  previous  to  present  illness.  She  was  taken  July  4th 
with  lever.  She  took  calomel  on  the  4th,  6th  and  7th,  and  was 
pretty  badly  salivated.  On  the  14th  was  taken  with  pain  in  the 
left  groin,  which  gradually  grew  more  severe  and  spread  over 
the  left  side.  Her  monthly  period  had  come  on  her  just  previous 
to  the  14th  and  returned  every  two  weeks  till  the  20th  of  August. 
She  suffered  with  pains  in  the  pelvic  region  until  the  night  of 
the  22nd,  when  they  became  excruciating,  with  cold  hands  and 
feet  and  great  irritability  of  the  bladder.  When  I  arrived,  the 
patient  was  resting  quietly  under  the  influence  of  morphine.  I 
found  the  pulse  quick,  temperature  normal,  the  abdomen  in  the 
left  iliac  region  enlarged  and  hard.  Upon  introducing  the  finger 
in  the  vagina,  a  hard,  bulging'  mass  was  encountered,  and  the 
uterus  was  found  jammed  up  close  behind  the  symphysis  pubis. 
I  ordered  a  mouth  wash,  opiates  sufficient  to  ease  and  quiet 
patient.  Iodide  of  potash  internally.  Blistered  the  abdomen 
with  iodine,  the  hot  water  douche,  and  enforced  absolute  rest  in 
the  recumbent  position.  Patient  rested  quietly  and  kept  quite 
cheerful  till  the  evening  of  August  4th,  when  she  was  taken 
with  a  hard  chill,  followed  by  high  fever  and  delirium.  I  saw 
her  on  the  9th;  found  her  with  high  fever,  coated  tongue,  foul 
breath,  anorexia  and  profuse  sweats.  The  abdominal  enlarge- 
ment and  the  mass  in  the  vagina  had  softened. 

Great  abdominal  tenderness  which  had  been  spreading  since 
the  chill  on  the  4th.  Well  marked  fluctuation  could  be  detected 
by  bi-manual  palpation  between  the  abdominal  enlargement 
and  the  mass  in  the  vagina. 

I  returned  on  the  10th;  the  patient  was  rapidly  growing  worse. 
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Pulse  quick  and  temperature  high,  features  pinched,  great 
abdominal  tenderness.  Being  satisfied  that  the  patient  was  suffer- 
ing from  blood  poisoning,  the  result  of  absorption  of  the  softened 
clot,  I  determined  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  aspirated  per  vaginum 
and  removed  120  oz.  of  dark  grumous  fluid,  which  was  odorless 
and  contained  some  pus.  The  patient  was  put  on  quinine, 
brandy,  beef  tea,  etc.  Absolute  rest  and  the  hot  water  douche 
continued.  On  the  nth,  the  patient  was  cheerful,  temperature 
normal  and  pulse  good.  Some  appetite,  patient  eating  with 
some  relish.    Pain  and  tenderness  improving. 

14th.  She  has  gradually  improved.  Appetite  good.  Pain 
and  tenderness  disappearing. 

20th.  Patient  able  to  sit  up;  had  no  return  of  hemorrhage. 
Pain  and  tenderness  entirely  disappeared.  Appetite  good;  has 
had  no  fever  since  the  fluid  was  removed. 

At  present  she  is  able  to  be  about,  and  can  rest  on  her  left  side 
better  than  she  has  done  for  years. 

The  source  of  hemorrhage  in  this  case  must  have  been  the 
rupture  of  a  vein  in  the  pampiniform  plexus  on  the  left  side 
where  the  veins  must  "have  been  in  a  varicose  condition  as  shown 
by  the  pain  and  uneasiness,  and  her  inability  to  lie  on  that  side, 
all  of  which  has  been  greatly  improved,  which  improvement 
must  be  the  result  of  slight  inflamatory  action,  pressure  of  the 
clot  and  contraction  of  the  sack.  The  hemorrhage  must  have 
been  very  slow,  and  lasted  from  the  14th  to  the  22nd,  the  greatest 
amount  taking  place  on  the  night  of  the  22nd,  up  to  which  time 
she  had  been  able  to  sit  up  and  get  about  the  room.  Had  the 
hemorrhage  been  rapid  with  such  an  amount,  we  would  have 
had  dangerous,  if  not  fatal,  collapse.  The  accumulation  was 
undoubtedly  subperitoneal;  or  if  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  it  had 
become  encysted.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  former,  although 
Emmet  says  that  an  accumulation  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the 
pelvis  cannot  lift  the  peritoneum  to  any  great  extent  without 
rupture.  Where  the  hemorrhage  is  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  we 
are  not  likely  to  have  the  uterus  much  displaced  otherwise  than 
prolapsed,  the  fluid  being  able  to  get  hi  front  as  well  as  behind 
the  uterus.    Also  when  the  hemorrhage  is  into  the  peritoneal 
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cavity  it  is  much  more  rapid  than  in  the  cellular  tissue,  there 
being  a  cavity  already  prepared  in  one  case,  in  the  other  a  cavity 
has  to  be  made  and  more  or  less  resistance  is  encountered. 


GASTRITIS  I>  CHILDREN— REPLY  TO  DR.  YFILSOS'S  LETTER. 


Editor  DanicV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

In  the  last  (December)  issue  of  your  journal,  page  222,  Dr.  T. 
M.  Wilson,  says:  "My  baby  boy,  seven  months  and  seven  days 
old,  died  yesterday  morning  of  acute  gastritis,  after  an  illness  of 
thirteen  days.  *  *  *  I  lost  my  first  child  at  four 
months  and  eleven  da}-s  old,  with  gastro-intestinai  catarrh.  Lost 
our  third,  a  female,  aged  two  months  and  twenty-seven  days, 
with  acute  gastritis.  If  you  have  anything  special  to  give  in 
such  cases,  please  let  we  know;  I  am  getting  very  anxious  about 
the  matter." 

In  your  reply,  you  say:  "We  regret  exceedingly  to  be  unable 
to  throw  any  light  on  the  subject.  Gastro-intestinai  catarrh,  or 
the  summer  disease  of  children,  that  condition  which  usually 
attends  teething,  is  one  of  the  opprobria  of  medicine;  there  is  no 
specific."  And  you  add,  "We  invite  a  discussion  of  the  subject, 
throwing  open  our  pages  to  those  who,  unlike  Dr.  Wilson,  have 
had  success  in  the  management  of  the  trouble,  and  we  beg  to 
suggest,  no  more  practically  important  subject  could  well  be  pre- 
sented for  discussion.    Let  us  hear  from  you,  gentlemen." 

I  deeply  sympathize  with  Dr.  Wilson,  and  I  entirely  agree 
with  you,  that  "no  more  practically  important  subject  could  well 
be  presented  for  discussion." 

Apart  from  the  overwhelming  sorrow  of  the  parents  and  friends, 
what  a  loss  to  the  commonwealth!  The  State  is  clamorous 
for  immigrants  to  come  and  settle  up  the  country.  Every  in- 
ducement is  held  out  to  Northern  men,  foreigners — anybody — 
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everybody — to  come  and  take  possession.  But  this  same  State 
sits  quietly,  and  with  a  complacency  perfectly  appalling,  sees, 
year  after  year,  her  innocents  slaughtered  by  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands, in  a  way  to  make  Herod  blush,  by  that  insatiable  Moloch, 
cholera  infantum.  These  little  darlings  are  the  hope  of  the 
country,  and  are,  or  should  be,  very  precious  to  the  State;  and 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  stay  the  surging  tide  that  annu- 
ally sweeps  so  many  of  them  from  the  shores  of  time. 

As  this  is  pre-eminently  an  age  of  money  getting,  and  money 
loving  and  money  worshipping,  it  would  be  well  to  view  the 
subject  from  a  money,  or  financial  standpoint.  What  has  the 
State  lost  in  money  by  the  disasters  in  Dr.  Wilson's  family? 
These  children  are  surely  worth  as  much  to  the  State  as  negro 
children'used  to  be  worth  to  their  masters.  Eight  hundred  to 
one  thousand  dollars  was  the  average  price  for  a  negro  child  in 
slavery  times. 

Three  children,  at  the  lowest  amount,  eight  hundred  dollars, 
would  be  twenty-four  hundred  dollars.  Now,  how  many  chil- 
dren die  annually  in  Texas  from  cholera  infantum  and  its  con- 
geners, gastritis  and  gastro-enteritis?  Let  us  say  five  hundred — 
and  the  number  is  doubtless  double  this  number — 500x800= 
400,000.  Five  hundred  innocents  slaughtered  annually,  and 
nearly  half  a  million  dollars  worse  than  thrown  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  It  would  be  well  to  remember  that  this  wreck  and  ruin 
is  the  work  of  only  one  Moloch.  Those  other  fiends  of  typhoid 
fever,  diphtheria,  etc.,  also  get  in  their  baleful  work  regularly, 
without  any  let  or  hindrance  from  the  State.  It  is  true,  she  says 
that  the  State  Health  Officer  shall  be  "pledged  to  sanitation,  as 
well  as  quarantine;"  but  every  body  knows  that  the  State  Health 
Officer  utterly  ignores  and  repudiates  that  part  of  the  enactment 
relating  to  sanitation;  and  that  the  great  State  of  Texas  has,  in 
fact,  no  agent  to  look  after  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  people,  to 
instruct  them  how  to  avoid  sickness,  and  to  enforce  hygienic  and 
sanitary  regulations  so  as  to  prevent  preventable  diseases. 

After  a  person  is  bitten  by  a  rabid  animal,  the  auspicious  mo- 
ment for  effective  action  is  past.  After  a  man  is  mortally  wound- 
ed with  the  terrible  six-shooter,  the  most  skillful  surgeon  finds 
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that  all  his  remedies  for  shot  wounds  avail  nothing.  Prevention 
is  better  than  cure.  A  grain  of  the  former  is  worth  a  ton  of  the 
latter.  Hereafter  "prevention"  must  be  the  watchword.  It  will 
not  do  to  charge  the  deaths  of  these  children  to  "an  inscrutable 
dispensation  of  Providence,"  or  to  say  that  it  was  inevitable 
(fatalism),  or  that  it  was  bad  luck.  Effects  invariably  follow 
causes.  If  the  laws  of  health  were  thoroughly  studied  and 
mastered,  and  carefully  and  systematically  carried  out,  we  would 
not  hear  so  much  of  infants  dying  of  acute  "gastritis,"  and 
"gastro-intestinal  catarrh." 

Dr.  Wilson's  children  were  evidently  poisoned  by  their  food, 
which  contained  tyrotoxicon,  or  some  other  equally  poisonous 
ptomain,  the  result  of  bacterian  fermentation  or  putrefaction.  It 
is  scarcely  probable  that  teething  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
trouble,  as  one  of  the  children  was  only  two  months  old,  and  the 
other  only  four.* 

Dr.  Wilson  says  nothing  about  the  food  (a  most  potent  factor 
in  causation)  upon  which  the  children  were  subsisted,  but  I  in- 
fer they  were  all  nourished  from  the  same  breast.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  breast  milk  is  sometimes  a  veritable  poison  to 
the  child,  induced  by  certain  states  of  the  mother's  mind,  as 
violent  anger,  grief,  etc.;  by  certain  articles  taken  into  her 
stomach,  as  medicines  or  food;  or  by  certain  physiological  or 
pathological  conditions  incident  to  her  sexual  life,  viz.:  menstru- 
ation and  gestation.  The  milk  from  the  mother's  breast  is  some- 
times found,  upon  a  careful  analysis,  totally  unfit  for  use  as  a 
baby's  food.  Whenever  the  albuminoids  are  much  above  one  or 
two  per  cent.,  or  the  fats  greatly  less  than  three  or  four  per  cent., 
there  is  sure  to  be  trouble  with  the  child. 

The  chemical  quality  of  the  milk  is  also  influenced  by  the  in- 
tervals of  nursing.  Too  frequent  nursing — say  every  hour,  as 
when  the  child  is  fretful — will  produce  a  concentrated  milk  by 
increasing  the  solids  at  the  expense  of  the  water;  while  nursing 
at  long  intervals  will  render  the  milk  too  watery,  and  conse- 
quently not  nourishing.     Upon  the  very  first  manifestation  of 
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trouble  with  the  stomach  or  bowels  of  children  under  two  years 
of  age,  and  particularly  in  hot  weather,  attention  should  be 
promptly  given  to  the  food,  whatever  it  may  be.  It  should  be 
immediately  stopped,  and  something  else  substituted  for  a  short 
time.  If  the  trouble  still  continues,  steps  should  be  then  taken 
to  rid  the  stomach  and  bowels  of  the  poison,  by  the  use  of  ca- 
thartics, and  if  need  be,  a  thorough  washing  out  of  the  stomach 
and  colon  with  large  quantities  of  warm  water,  holding  in  so- 
lution a  little  carbonate  of  soda.  Then  antiseptics,  such  as  sali- 
cylate of  sodium,  resorcin,  or  napthalin,  will  be  in  order,  to  pre- 
vent permeation  or  putrefaction.  In  fact,  the  case  should  be 
treated  just  as  if  a  poison  had  been  swallowed. 

J.  L.  Cunningham,  M.  D. 


EXTRA-UTERINE  PREGNANCY. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  18,  1889. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

"Will  wonders  never  cease?"  is  the  question  every  physician 
who  has  read  or  heard  of  Dr.  Lowry's  remarkable  case  of  extra- 
uterine pregnancy,  is  asking.  The  case  is  certainly  one  of  great 
interest  to  the  medical  fraternity,  and  I  do  hope  it  will  be  thor- 
oughly discussed  through  your  valuable  journal.  I  have  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  reading  Dr.  Lowry's  report  of  the  case  re- 
viewed by  Dr.  Cross,  so  I  will  have  to  content  myself  with  a  few 
words  on  some  points  brought  out  by  the  latter  gentleman. 

I  think  Dr.  Lowry  is  to  be  congratulated  that  the  introduction 
of*  a  large  blunt  sound  was  not  followed  by  unpleasant  symptoms. 
The  passage  of  such  an  instrument  into  the  uterine  cavity  is  not 
always  an  easy  task,  and  to  pass  the  sound  through  the  Fallo- 
pian tube,  is  to  my  mind  impossible.  Now,  if  Dr.  IyOwry  will 
kindly  inform  us,  how  he  managed  to  get  the  sound  into  the 
uterus  five  inches  and  then  nine  inches  through  the  Fallopian  tube 
— altogether  foiu  teen  inches — or,  about  the  usual  length  of  a  ute- 
rine sound,  I  think  it  would  be  quiet  interesting  to  your  many 
readers.    Dr.  Thomas,  in  "Thomas  on  the  Diseases  of  Women," 
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page  772,  records  seventeen  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy. 
The  foetus,  in  one  case,  was  discharged  per  vagina.  The  author 
failed  to  state  the  duration  of  pregnancy,  but  says  the  patient  re- 
covered. Hoping  we  may  hear  more  of  this  interesting  case,  and 
wishing  Editor  Daniel  and  the  readers  of  the  Journal  "a  merry 
Christmas  and  happy  New  Year," 

I  am  fraternally  yours, 

E.  McD.  Bridgford,  M.  D., 

1 75 1  N.  nth  street, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


A  SECOND  SARAH. 


Nevada,  Texas,  January  6,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV  s  lexas  Medical  Journal: 

A  few  days  since  I  delivered  a  lady  of  a  healthy  female  child 
after  an  easy  labor,  the  father  being  sixty-four  and  the  mother 
fifty-four  years  of  age.  The  lady  had  not  been  pregnant  for 
eleven  years.    Is  not  this  an  unusual  age  for  child  bearing? 

The  mother  blames  my  medicine,  but  I  contend  if  she  had 
taken  nothing  but  my  medicine  it  would  not  have  been  thus 
with  her.  Yours  truly, 

R.  A.  Taylor. 


Society  Notes. 


THE  NINTH  QUARTERLY  MEETOtf  OF  THE  iUSTIN  DISTRICT 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Austin,  December  19,  1889. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  the  retiring  President  called  the  Society  to 
order  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  introduced  the  President-elect,  Dr.  F.  R. 
Martin,  of  Kyle. 

Dr.  Martin  made  some  very  appropriate  remarks.    He  thanked 
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the  society  for  the  unexpected  compliment,  and  promised  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  of  President  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

The  following  names  were  added  to  the  membership  : 

Dr.  A.  Garwood,  of  New  Braunfels. 

Dr.  W.  V.  Hickman,  Smithville. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Culbertson,  Burnet. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Wilson,  Bertram. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Carhart,  Lampasas. 
#      Dr.  H.  B.  Hill,  Austin. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Perry,  Red  Rock. 

Dr.  R.  Steiner,  Austin. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Gibson,  Austin. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Morris  read  his  retiring  address  entitled:  "Man."* 
It  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  addresses  ever  made  before 
this  body.  It  dealt  with  man's  capabilities,  and  his  advance- 
ment in  a  scientific  point  since  the  author  entered  upon  his  pro- 
fessional career  fifty-eight  years  ago. 

An  old  man  can  tell  us  younger  men  a  great  many  things  that 
will  interest  us.  Dr.  Morris  has  shown  by  his  address  that  he 
has  been  a  close  student,  and  has  kept  up  with  the  times  in 
every  department  of  scientific  research. 

Dr.  C.  O.  Weller  read  a  paper  entitled:  "Phlegmasia  Dolens." 
It  was  discussed  by  Drs.  W.  M.  Cunningham,  J.  W.  McLaughlin, 
R.  S.  Gregg,  A.  J.  Davis,  M.  A.  Taylor,  J.  W.  Carhart,  G.  W. 
Christian  and  W.  A.  Morris. t 

Dr.  J.  W.  Carhart  read  a  report  of  a  case  of  complete  closure 
of  both  external  auditory  canals  by  bony  structure.  Dr.  Way 
made  remarks  upon  the  paper. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  read  a  paper  on  "Salpingitis,"  which 
was  generally  discussed,  especially  by  Drs.  Christian,  Taylor 
and  Carhart. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Underhill,  entitled; 
"Continued  Fever."    An  interesting  discussion  followed,  par- 


*The  address  will  appear  in  the  March  number  of  the  Journal. 

tThe  discussions  on  all  the  papers  will  appear  following  the  papers  as  they  are 
published. 
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ticipated  in  by  Drs.  Morris,  McLaughlin,  Christian,  Taylor, 
Tyner  and  Wooten. 

Dr.  Joe  Cummings  read  a  paper  on  "Tonsilitis."  Remarks 
were  made  upon  the  paper  by  Drs.  W.  H.  Way,  Tyner,  Morris 
and  Wooten. 

Dr.  Christian  read  a  letter  from  a  citizen  of  Burnet  county,  de- 
scribing a  new  ' 'water  filter."  Dr.  Christian  was  asked  by  the 
society  to  explain  the  instrument,  which  he  did,  by  saying  that 
it  was  proposed  to  purify  the  water,  as  it  was  pumped  up,  by  the 
use  of  a  volume  of  air  through  which  the  water  was  forced,  on 
the  same  principle  that  water  in  motion,  as  in  a  river,  is  purified 
by  the  air  it  comes  in  contact  with  as  it  flows. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wooten  the  "patent"  was  referred  to  the 
"State  Board  of  Health." 

On  motion  Drs.  Swearingen,  Morris  and  McLaughlin  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  confer  with  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  State  University  relative  to  the 
medical  department.  The  committee  to  report  at  the  March 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Bennett  reported  as  chairman  of  a  committee  from  Travis 
County  Medical  Society  on  the  subject  of  permanent  quarters 
for  the  two  societies.  It  was  estimated  that  a  certain  hall  on 
Congress  Avenue,  56x21  feet,  would  cost  $125  per  annum,  and 
that  it  would  cost  about  $300  to  properly  furnish  it  so 
the  societies  could  occupy  it.  Cabinets  for  pathological  speci- 
mens and  additional  library  facilities  would  be  extra.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  after  the  Society  had  discussed  and  en- 
dorsed the  movement,  to  enter  into  agreement  with  Travis 
County  Medical  Society,  and  to  select  and  properly  furnish 
a  suitable  hall  by  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society.  Committee: 
Drs.  Bennett,  Swearingen,  Morris  and  Wooten. 

Each  member  was  assessed  three  dollars  for  the  above  purpose^ 
and  requested  to  hand  same  at  once  to  the  Secretary. 

A  banquet  was  served  at  night. 

T.  J.  Bennett,  Secretary. 
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WEST  TEXAS  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Third  Quarterly  Meeting. 


San  Antonio,  January  15,  1S90. 

Dear  Doctor: — You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  third 
quarterly  session  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association,  to  be 
held  in  San  Antonio,  Wednesday,  January  29th.  Three  meet- 
ings will  be  held;  at  10  a.  m.,  3  p.  m.,  and  7:30  p.  m.  Papers 
will  be  presented  by  the  following  gentlemen: 

Dr.  F.  HerfF:  Cerebral  localization  in  surgery. 

Dr.  E.  Cross:  Subinvolution. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Flemming:  Cancrum  Oris. 

And  a  paper  by  W.  H.  Way,  of  Austin. 

Following  the  night  meeting,  an  oyster  supper  will  be  given 
at  the  Elite  Restaurant.  Visiting  gentlemen  will  be  guests  of 
the  Association.  Very  respectfully, 

D.  Berry,  M.  D. 


On  the  14th  instant,  the  famous  Central  Texas  Medical  Asso- 
ciation held  an  interesting  meeting  at  Waco.  It  wound  up  with 
an  oyster  supper.  The  Journal  acknowledges  the  courtesy  of 
an  invitation,  and  regrets  much  its  inability  to  send  a  representa- 
tive to  participate  in  the  delightful  menu  set  out  for  the  occasion. 


Our  poet,  after  a  few  weeks'  rest,  sends  the  following: 
"Lives  of  poor  men  oft  remind  us, 

Honest  toil  don't  stand  a  chance; 
More  we  work,  we  leave  behind  us, 

Bigger  patches  on  our  pants; 
On  our  pants,  once  new  and  glossy, 

Now  are  patches  of  a  different  hue, 
Just  because  those  who  owe  us, 

Will  not  pay  up  what  is  due. ' ' 

— La  Veta  Times. 


EBITORffik  DEPfiRTffiEHT. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLIjAECISATC^S  :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Sivearingen.  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Badra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyncr,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osb  irn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E-  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Dennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


IS  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  ON  THE 

WANE  ? 


A  very  few  years  ago  one  of  the  most  prominent  medical  men 
of  Texas, — a  surgeon  of  note, — an  ex-medical  editor,  said: 
"Texas  medicine  is  an  unknown  quantity!—  a  terra  incognito." 
At  the  risk  of  perpetrating  what,  in  the  vernacular,  has  become 
to  be  known  as  a  ' 'chestnut,"  we  refer  to  the  well-known  slur  of 
the  British  writer,  "what  good  can  come  out  of  the  Texas  Naza- 
reth?" 

The  N.  Y.  Medical  Record,  about  three  years  ago,  on  review- 
ing a  copy  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, said,  "Under  the  influence  of  spirited  journalism  affairs 
medical  in  Texas  are  assuming  a  more  hopeful  aspect;  organiza- 
tion has  been  affected,"  etc.  For  several  years  the  Transactions 
received  most  nattering  notices  from  the  medical  press,  and  the 
profession  of  Texas  was  fairly  installed  in  the  foremost  rank, — 
abreast  of  all  sister  States;  the  scientific  ability  of  its  members 
being  conceded  on  all  hands. 

These  recollections  indicate  the  merging  of  the  profession  of 
medicine  in  Texas  out  of  obscurity, — a  rapid  progress  in  profes- 
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sional  favor,  and  even  the  attainment  of  eminence,  in  a  short 
time;  and  the  change  has  been  ascribed  to  organization,  under 
the  stimulus  of  spirited  journalism.  When  at  the  zenith  of  its 
fame, — the  International  Congress  question  came  up.  Those  in 
charge  failed  to  recognize  the  Texas  profession,  and  would  have 
utterly  excluded  it  from  representation  in  Congress,  or  participa- 
tion in  its  organization.  All  will  remember  the  indignant  pro- 
test from  Texas  and  the  result;  Texas  medicine  tor  once  success- 
fully asserted  its  rights,  and  they  were  respected. 

In  his  Presidential  address,  Dr.  F.  W.  Johns,  in  resigning  the 
chair  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  West  Texas  District  Medical  As- 
sociation, said: 

"But  if  I  read  correctly  the  signs  of  the  times,  the  strength 
and  patronage,  the  power  and  influence  of  the  regular  profes- 
sion of  medicine  among  the  people  is  on  the  wane;  and  should 
we  fail  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  count}-,  district,  State  and 
nation,  in  the  correction  of  the  adverse  conditions,  the  dissolution 
and  downfall  of  your  beloved  organization  is,  at  least,  Droblema- 
tical." 

Let  us  inquire  into  the  truth  of  this  bold  assertion. 

For  years  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  has  petitioned 
the  Texas  Legislature,  through  committees  of  her  ablest  men, 
to  enact  a  law  to  restrict  the  indiscriminate  practice  of  medicine. 
In  vain  was  it  repeatedly  pointed  out  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
States  of  the  Union  had  taken  such  steps;  in  vain  were  decisions 
of  courts  cited,  declaring  the  constitutionality  of  such  laws, 
and  the  competency  of  States  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine by  statutory  enactment.  Every  argument  was  exhausted 
in  the  endeavor  to  get  even  a  modicum  of  justice  in  the  way 
of  such  legislation. 

Every  petition  failed;   many  of  them  were  openly  ridiculed. 

The  new  capitol  building  contains  many  rooms  for  which  no 
use  can  be  found.  Every  department  of  the  State  government, 
every  feature  of  social  industry,  of  art  and  science, — law, — edu- 
cation,— geological, — historical, — statistics  of  insurance,  agricul- 
ture, imigration,  etc.,  is  represented  and  furnished  with  ele- 
gant offices,  furnished  throughout,  at  public  cost, — except  the 
medical  and  sanitary  science.    There  is  absolutely  no  provision 
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made  for  the  preservation  of  even  scraps  of  medical  history,  sta- 
tistics of  epidemics,  or  other  diseases;  no  record  of  vital  and 
mortuary  statistics;  no  recognition  whatever  of  the  claims  of  the 
medical  profession  to  representation  as  an  integer  of  population, 
much  less  of  government;  and  when  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion appointed  a  committee  of  its  best  men  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature to  allow  them  the  use  of  one  room  for  the  preservation  of 
its  archives,  and  for  a  State  Medical  library,  to  be  provided  with- 
out cost  to  the  State,  and  offered  to  furnish  its  own  office,  while 
all  others  are  furnished  at  public  cost;  when  this  respectable 
committee  waited  on  the  Legislature  in  person,  and  urged  their 
modest  request,  setting  forth  the  importance  of  preserving  medi- 
cal history,  and  especially  vital  and  mortuary  statistics,  stating 
that  the  society  numbered  five  hundred  members,  embracing 
many  educated  men,  and  the  best  citizens,  graduates  of  reput- 
able colleges; — and  that  this  membership  represented  a  constit- 
uency of  perhaps  five  thousand  practitioners;  what  was  the 
result?  Not  only  was  the  request  refused,  but  ridiculed  in  the 
most  unblushing  manner!  A  Senator,  (God  save  the  mark,)  said, 
if  the  Doctors  are  to  be  provided  with  free  quarters  in  the  capi- 
tol,  he  would  move  for  a  similar  provision  for  all  other  organiza- 
tions; and  cited  the  "Barbers"  and  "Boot-blacks." 

Comment  is  unnecessary.  The  profession  of  medicine  has 
never  commanded  the  respect  of  the  State;  has  never  been  recog- 
nized as  an  entity.  How  be  it  the  scientific  work  of  individual 
members  as  tabulated  by  the  able  and  venerable  Cupples,  has  re- 
ceived the  plaudits  of  Europe's  ablest  surgeons,  and  the  European 
medical  press. 

We  come  now  to  enquire  why  it  is  that  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine has  failed  to  establish  an  influence  with  its  own  people;  to 
enquire  what  are  those  "adverse  conditions"  which  President 
Johns  says  should  be  corrected? 

The  people  narrowly  watch  the  meetings  of  the  organized  pro- 
fession; most  of  its  literature  is  read  by  many  laymen.  They 
realize  that  the  standard  of  education,  and  of  membership,  is  too 
low,  and  take  note  of  the  internal  dissensions  and  unseemly  dis- 
putes in  the  ranks.    They  have  seen  professional  character  as- 
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sailed,  and  as  clearly  as  any  other  have  discerned  through  the 
transparent  pretext,  unworthy  motives,  perhaps  malice,  jealousy 
or  revenge.  No  one  more  clearly  than  they  recognize  the  pres- 
ence of  black  sheep  in  the  flock;  men  who  could  not  secure  en- 
trance into  their  local  or  home  organizations,  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  fold  of  the  mother  society.  Papers  by  members 
have  been  published  which  have  been  openly  ridiculed  through- 
out the  country.  There  are  members  who  cannot  spell  the  sim- 
plest words  in  the  English  language:  of  this  we  as  an  editor,  have 
had  abundant  ocular  proof.  Those  who  have  read  "The  Open 
door  to  Quackery"  can  readily  understand  that  a  diploma  is  no 
longer  an  evidence  of  professional  competency,  moral  character 
or  even  the  possession  of  a  rudimentary  English  education;  and 
yet,  a  diploma  is  practically  the  only  requirement  for  member- 
ship. 

The  knowledge  of  these  things  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
brings  the  profession  into  disrepute;  the  loaf  is  leavened  by  an 
element  of  uuworthiness,  and  all  suffer  for  the  delinquencies  of 
the  few. 

We  may  "stand  shoulder  to  shoulder"  as  Dr.  John  says,  but 
so  long  as  little  or  no  discretion  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
members,  little  or  no  cognizance  taken  of  questionable  morals  or 
defective  education;  so  long  as  ignorant  men  are  put  in  position 
or  assume  a  position,  to  display  their  ignorance,  so  long  will  the 
profession  of  medicine  be  held  in  disrepute. 

The  Journal  has  striven  for  a  higher  education,  a  higher 
standard  of  professional  character;  for  the  elevation,  purification 
and  advancement  of  the  brotherhood  of  medicine;  and  in  organi- 
zation, hoped  to  find  the  means  to  ends; — but,— alas,  the  fact 
stares  us  in  the  face,  that  though  organized;  though  the  ranks 
blaze  with  the  glories  of  many  brilliant  escutcheons;  though 
there  are  philosophers  and  scholars,  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
unquestioned  ability  and  of  unblemished  life  and  character  in 
the  band,  there  is,  as  stated,  an  element  of  unworth  which  degrades 
the  whole;  asses'  ears  have  been  made  painfully  conspicuous, 
protruding  through  the  lion-skin  of  office — in  more  instances 
then  one, — aye,  even  from  the  presidential  chair. 
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These  are  bitter  words;  but  as  the  surgeon  must  cut  away  dis- 
eased tissue  for  the  preservation  of  the  body,  so  must  the  Jour- 
nal, which  aspires  to  elevate  the  profession  of  medicine  and  to 
'  'purify"  its  body,  point  out  in  plain  terms  those  things  which  hin- 
der and  retard  the  work  in  hand.  True  it  is,  and  "pity  'tis  'tis 
true,"  and  it  pains  us  to  write  it.  But  we  should  be  recreants  to 
our  duty  were  we  deterred  by  sentimentality,  or  fear  of  offending, 
from  indicating  needed  reforms  in  the  organization  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  We  had  hoped  that  when  the  Constitution  and 
By-laws  were  in  hand  for  revision,  some  change  would  be  made 
whereby  entrance  into  the  organization  would  not  be  confined 
alone  to  the  possession  of  a  diploma. 


IS  IT  SIMILIA  SIXILIBUS? 


The  following,  from  the  Austin  Statesman,  is,  we  believe,  the 
first  application  of  the  proposition  seriously  made  some  time  ago 
to  pit  one  kind  of  microbe  against  another,  as  a  therapeutic 
measure: 

"The  editorial  staff  of  the  Statesman  was  suffering  all  day 
yesterday,  with  something  that  bordered  distressingly  near  the 
ragged  edge  of  la  grippe.  The  managing  editor  was  a  picture  of 
woe,  and  his  cheerfulness  was  of  that  character  usually  fount1 
within  the  precincts  of  a  morgue. 

"The  grip,  or  whatever  you  please  to  call  it,  essayed  to  take 
in  the  pious  city  editor  at  one  fell  swoop,  and  provoked  sneezing, 
prolonged  and  of  all  varieties.  For  a  time  it  was  fun,  and  the 
Russian  visitor  appeared  to  be  elated.  But  his  joy  was  of  short 
duration.  After  taking  possession  of  the  nasal  apartments  and 
making  himself  hilariously  comfortable,  he  started  on  a  voyage 
of  discovery  down  the  bronchial  tubes. 

"The  city  editor  was  'karm.' 

"Lurking  in  among  his  bronchial  tubes  is  a  vrry  healthy,  full- 
grown  and  vigorous  case  of  asthma,  which  has  baffled  the  doc- 
tors for  years,  and  caused  them  to  wish  themselves  dead. 

"Just  about  the  time  Grip  started  on  his  voyage  of  discovery, 
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the  old  sinner,  Asthma,  was  preparing  for  a  picnic,  and  his 
orchestra,  which  always  accompanies  a  fashionable  and  dignified 
case  of  asthma,  were  perching  themselves  around  on  the  bron- 
chial branches,  and  tuning  their  instruments. 

At  such  times  he  brooks  no  interference,  and  grasping  Grip  by 
the  throat,  he  calmly  wiped  up  the  floor  with  him,  spit  in  his 
ear,  kicked  him  in  his  stomach,  and  pitched  him  back  into  the 
nasal  apartments,  where  he  packed  his  sneezing  apparatus  and 
incontinently  made  off. 

"Russian  Grip  cannot  monkey  with  American  Asthma." 


A  NEW  SURGICAL  INSTRUMENT. 


[Devised  by  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Austin,  and  manufactured  by  George 

Tiemann  &  Co.] 

The  accompanying  cut  represents  a  clamp  forcep  partly  open, 
in  the  grasp  of  its  handle,  and  another  clamp  forcep  closed  and 
separate  from  the  handle.  Each  set  contains  three  pairs,  or  six 
clamps,  and  one  detachable  handle. 


The  length  of  the  largest  clamp  is  4^  inches;  the  blades  of 
the  clamp  are  two  inches  in  length. 

The  largest  clamps  are  designed  particularly  forclamping  the 
broad  ligiments  in  vaginal  hysterectomies. 

Any  of  the  clamps  may  be  used  to  control  hemorrhage  in 
laparotomies  or  in  clamping  an  adherent  omentum,  w7hen  it  is 
necessary  to  cut  this  and  quickly  reach  the  pedicle  of  an  ovarian 
or  other  abdominal  tumor. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  these,  over  other'torceps  in  clamp- 
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ing  the  broad  ligaments,  are  ease  of  their  application;  fewer 
instruments  required  and  a  better  vaginal  toilet  secured. 

If  the  vessels  of  the  parametrium  are  secured  by  a  ligature  on 
each  side,  passed  from  the  lateral  fornices  of  the  vagina;  and  the 
uterus  separated  from  its  parametrical,  vaginal  and  vesical  attach- 
ments, the  blades  of  the  largest  clamp  can  be  easily  placed  over 
the  broad  ligament.  One  blade  should  pass  in  front,  the  other 
behind  the  broad  ligament. 

When  the  clamps  are  thus  applied,  the  uterus  can  be  separated 
from  its  remaining  attachments  without  the  least  danger  from 
hemorrhage. 

The  two  clamp  forceps,  one  on  either  side,  will  rest  entirely 
within  the  cavity  and  the  vagina;  they  will  afford  good  drainage 
and  not  interfere  with  an  antiseptic  dressing  being  applied. 

In  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  hemorrhoidal  tumor 
recently  performed  by  Dr.  McLaughlin,  after  thoroughly  stretch- 
ing the  sphincter  muscle,  the  tumor  was  drawn  down  and  the 
smallest  clamp  applied  to  its  base;  the  tumor  was  then  cut  away, 
the  edges  of  the  wound  stitched  with  cat  gut;  one  or  two  liga- 
tures were  required,  passed  back  of  the  clamp  to  prevent  hemorr- 
hage, the  clamp  removed  and  ligature  tied. 

In  this  way  the  operation  can  be  made  aseptic.  To  those  who 
clamp  the  foreskin  before  excising  it,  in  circumcision,  this 
instrument  will  recommend  itself.  The  instruments  can  be  had 
of  Tieman  &  Co.,  of  New  York.    They  predict  a  big  sale  for  it. 


IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The  publication  of  Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of 
Texas  has  been  abandoned  as  a  separate  book.  Failing  to  enlist 
sufficient  pecuniary  support,  I  clubbed  the  subscriptions  with 
those  of  "Types  of  Successful  Men  of  Texas,"  a  work  now  in 
press  by  the  Texas  Biographical  Publishing  Company,  and  the 
data  and  portraits  intended  for  the  former  have  been  turned  over 
to  Dr.  Tobin  and  Iy.  E.  Daniell.  The  biography  and  picture  of 
those  of  my  subscribers  who  have  given  their  consent  to  the  con- 
solidation, will  be  published  in  the  work  now  in  press;  and  all 
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subscriptions  that  have  been  paid,  or  part  paid,  will  be  made 
good. 

It  is  a  handsome  and  very  valuable  book  of  some  seven  hun- 
dred pages,  printed  in  clean,  new  style  (Ronaldson)  type,  bound 
in  pressed  morrocco,  gilt,  and  marbled  edges.  It  contains,  in  ad- 
dition to  many  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  Texas, 
many  prominent  citizens,  representatives  of  every  class  of  society, 
in  the  professions,  and  in  the  various  industries.  For  subscrip- 
tion and  information,  address  Dr.  J.  J.  Tobin,  Austin,  Texas.  I 
still  retain  my  connection  with  this  company,  and  read  and  su- 
pervise all  proof  sheets.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Editor. 


Medical  News  and  Miscellany. 


Dr.  J.  H.  Hardee,  of  Pleasanton,  a  subscriber  of  the  Jour- 
nal, is  attending  a  special  course  at  the  Cincinnati  Polyclinic. 


Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  of  Galveston,  was  elected  ist  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  that  body. 

Drs.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  J.  M.  Litten  and  \V.  J.  Matthews, 
of  Austin,  were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  School  Trust- 
ees for  the  city,  Dr.  Swearingen  being  chosen  President. 


Married. — At  Hempstead,  Texas,  January  7,  inst.,  Dr.  W. 
T.  Harris  to  Miss  Mae,  daughter  of  Dr.  Van  B.  Thorton  of  that 
city.    The  Journal  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  an  invitation. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Denson,  of  Granger,  an  old  friend  of  the  Journal, 
met  with  a  serious  accident  recently;  he  slipped  and  fell  several 
feet,  fracturing  the  leg  and  fearfully  lacerating  his  foot.  The 
Journal  extends  to  him  its  sincerest  sympathy. 

The  Journal  is  pained  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  B. 
Robertson,  of  Goliad.  Dr.  Robertson  was  widely  known  as  Gen. 
Robertson.    He  commanded  a  brigade  in  the  late  wTar.    He  was 
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an  old  and  honored  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Church  has  been  appointed  visiting  physician  to 
the  Confederate  Home  at  Austin, — a  good  appointment.  By  the 
bye,  the  Doctor  was  presented  with  a  valuable  horse  as  a 
Christmas-gift  by  an  appreciative  patient  whom  the  Doctor  had 
"pulled  through"  by  an  all  night  visit,  and  careful  watching. 
Good! 

Died,  in  Oakland,  Texas,  December  12,  ult.,  Dr.  Thomas 
Mortimer  Laidley,  an  old  and  much  respected  resident  of  Colo- 
rado county,  and  for  thirty-three  years  a  practitioner  of  that 
section.  The  Doctor  was  born  in  Barbourville,  Va.,  April 
1826,  and  was  a  graduate  cf  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  the 
class  of  1849. 

For  Sale  at  a  Bargain. — A  good  home  and  practice;  a 
good  five-room  dwelling  on  a  four  acre  lot,  well  improved,  a  good 
kitchen  and  dining  room,  a  servant's  room  and  good  out-houses; 
fine  young  orchard  and  vineyard;  good  brick  cistern;  at  flour- 
ishing railroad  depot.  Postofhce  and  express  office,  also  good 
school.    Address,  Dr.  Wm.  Osborne, 

Axtell,  McLennan  county,  Texas. 

More  Piracy. — Speaking  of  "effrontery,"  the  North-Western 
Medical  Journal  incorporates  in  the  December  number  nearly  the 
whole  oi  the  original  matter  published  in  Daniel' s  Texas 
Medicae  Journae  for  that  month,  and  without  credit.  Cool ! 
It  appropriates  the  excellent  article  by  Dr.  Bibb,  of  Saltillo, 
"Compound  Presentation;"  that  interesting  paper  on  "Puerperal 
Eclampsia,"  by  Dr.  Kingsley,  of  San  Antonio,  read  before  the 
West  Texas  District  Medical  Society  and  voted  to  this,  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  society;  and  the  valuable  paper  on  "Placenta 
Praevia,"  by  Dr.  Wortham:  the  latter,  however,  is  credited;  in 
regard  to  the  other  two,  no  reference,  whatever,  is  made  to  the 
source  whence  Dr.  Fishblatt,  the  editor,  got  them.  Is  this  fair? 
is  it  honorable  journalism  ? 
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Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  delivered  the  address  at  the  memorial 
exercises,  held  in  Austin,  December  12,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
burial  of  Jefferson  Davis.  It  was  a  splendid  specimen  of  elo- 
quence and  pathos,  and  did  ample  justice  to  the  Doctor's  reputa- 
tion as  an  orator. 

Dr.  B.  P.  Becton  delivered  the  address  on  the  same  occasion 
at  Sulphur  Springs.  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy.  As 
usual  with  all  of  Dr.  Becton's  speeches  it  "rang  out  like  a  bell," 
and  was  couched  in  beautiful  and  touching  words. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Clopton  delivered  the  memorial  address  in 
Jefferson. 

These  three  gentlemen  are  all  ex-Presidents  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  and  all  well-known  and  popular 
orators. 

An  Avalanche  of  Journals. — Dr.  A.  L.  Hummel,  of  Phila- 
delphia, is  a  most  indefatigable  publisher.  We  see  by  the 
Philadelphia  Enquirer,  that  he  has  organized  a  stock  company 
under  the  name  of  "The  University  Press,"  which  company, 
with  Dr.  Hummel  as  general  manager,  will  shortly  issue  six 
journals  !  They  are  to  cover  and  embrace  the  entire  range  of 
literature.  The  literary  journal  is  to  have  an  editor-in-chief,  not 
yet  chosen,  who  is  to  be  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  Rev. 
George  David  Boardman  and  a  host  of  other  geniuses.  These 
several  journals  will  be  issued  under  the  auspices  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  addition  to 
the  two  already  published  by  Dr.  Hummel  in  the  interest  of  that 
Institution. 

Removals. — Dr.  Will  B.  Davis,  whom  the  members  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  remember  as  an  erstwhile 
active  member,  and  whose  remarkable  success  with  carbolic  acid 
injections  into  hemorrhoidal  tumors  created  a  sensation  at  the 
Tyler  meeting  in  1883,  has  removed  to  Colorado  for  his  health 
and  is  located  at  Pueblo,  to  wThich  point  he  directs  us  to  send 
him  the  Journal,  that  he  may  keep  pace  with  his  old  friends  in 
the  Lone  Star  State.  Two  years  ago  Dr.  Davis  gave  up  practice 
and  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  took  charge  of  Prof.  Jno.  P. 
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Bryson's  large  genito- urinary  clinic  and  assisted  the  Professor  in 
his  surgery,  thus  fitting  himself  for  this  kind  of  practice,  to 
which  the  Doctor  intends  confining  himself  in  future.  His  old 
friends  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  Dr.  Davis'  health  is  improv- 
ing, and  that  he  has  resumed  practice. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Lowrie  has  removed  from  Timpson  to  Coleman  City 
^the  "Star  City  of  the  West." 

Dr.  J.  G.  Daniels  has  removed  from  Gilmer  to  Tyler;  Dr.  J. 
W.  Hamilton  from  Webberville  to  Lampasas;  Dr.  R.  A.  Taylor 
from  Milwood  to  Nevada,  Collin  county. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Flewaelen  has  removed  from  Ellinger  to  Belton. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Haggard  has  removed  from  Midlothian  to  Haskell 
City. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Gibson  has  removed  from  Foster  to  Richmond, 
Texas. 

In  future,  Dr.  O.  M.  Conerly  will  reside  at  Bevins,  Cass 
county,  to  which  place  he  has  removed  from  Wayne,  same 
county. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum. — Texas  is  losing  some  of  her  best  men. 
Our  much  esteemed  friend  and  subscriber,  Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum, 
has  left  Greenville,  Texas,  and  located  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 
The  good  people  of  Bossier  Parish  are  to  be  heartily  congratu- 
lated on  the  accession  to  the  medical  ranks  of  a  man  of  such 
ability  as  a  practitioner,  and  sterling  worth  as  a  citizen.  More- 
over, the  Doctor  is  the  embodiment  of  courtesy  and  geniality. 
He  will  be  much  missed  at  our  annual  conventions  of  the  State 
Medical  Association,  of  which  body  he  is  an  active  and  much 
honored  member.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  local  societies  of 
Hunt  county,  and  was  President  of  the  East  Line  (District)  So- 
ciety, and  a  member  also  of  the  National  Medical  Association. 
The  Doctor  limits  his  practice  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat,  and  for  this  specialty  he  is  well  fitted.  In  addition  to  his 
regular  thorough  medical  education,  he  has  had  the  benefit  of 
special  courses  at  Louisville,  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  Dr.  Yoa- 
kum writes  us  that  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  is  very 
popular  in  North  Louisiana,  and  as  he  has  become  a  member  of 
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the  Shreveport  Medical  Society,  he  hopes  to  send  the  Journal, 
some  good  papers.  One,  by  himself,  on  the  use  of  the  micro- 
scope in  diagnosis,  which  he  read  before  that  Society,  he  has 
promised  us  for  an  early  issue.  We  take  pleasure  in  commend- 
ing the  Doctor  to  the  brethren  of  Louisiana  as  a  '  'first-class' y 
man,  in  every  respect — a  physician  well  worthy  of  their  fullest 
confidence  and  esteem. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Hicks,  of  Tyler,  a  genial  gentleman  and  a  staunch 
friend  of  the  Journal,  has  also  left  Texas,  but  temporarily,  we 
hope.  He  has  gone  to  San  Diego,  Cal.,  for  his  health.  The 
Journal's  best  wishes  go  with  him,  and  we  hope  soon  to  chron- 
icle his  recovery  and  return. 


The  following  letter  exhibits  such  amusing  effrontery  that  we 
publish  it  for  the  information  of  our  exchanges: 

J.  H.  Chambers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  914  Locust  street,  \ 
St.  Louis,  December  3,  1889.  ) 
Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical Journal,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.: 

Gentlemen — To  answer  the  many  requests  which  have  been 
made  by  general  medical  journals  to  exchange  with  the  Annals 
of  Surgery,  and  whereas  our  editor  has  no  use  for  such  journals, 
we  have  concluded  to  mail  the  Annals  of  Surgery  to  such  jour- 
nals, with  the  understanding  that  they  give  editorial  notices  at 
least  three  times  a  year  of  the  Annals. 

Should  you  desire  the  Annals  of  surgery  during  next  year, 
kindly  inlorm  us,  accepting  of  those  conditions,  and  oblige, 
Yours  truly,  J.  H.  Chambers  &  Co." 

— Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

We  were  similarly  complimented.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say 
we  dropped  the  thing  into  the  waste  basket,  without  reply,  and 
erased  the  Annals  from  our  4 'ex" -list.  Last  year  something 
similar  occurred.  Mr.  Chambers  informed  all  or  most  of  the 
American  journals  that  the  Annals  was  so  "valuable"  that  he 
would  have  to  have  "boot"  in  exchanging.  There  seems  to  be 
a  prevalent  opinion  with  publishers  like  Mr.  Chambers  that  no 
good  can  come  out  of  the  American  Nazareth;  but  anything  sur- 
gical from  "furrin  parts"  is  worth  noticing.    No  matter,  if 
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Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  reports  a  successful  removal 
of  a  suppurating  kidney  by  a  Texas  surgeon,  or  the  successful 
removal  of  an  immense  uterine  fibroid  by  hypodermic  injection 
of  ergotine,  or  the  enucleation  of  a  uterine  fibroid  complicating 
pregnancy,  and  at  the  time  of  delivery,  or  any  other  skillful 
operation  never  before  or  rarely  done,  the  case  is  not  worth  in- 
corporating in,  or  referring  to,  in  Mr.  Chambers'  Annals.  Well, 
so  goes  the  world;  the  way  Americans  toady  to  the  English, 
French  and  Germans  is  disgusting.  As  we  have  said  before,  we 
are  a  set  of  flunkies.  In  dismissing  this  subject,  we  call  atten- 
tion to  the  rhethoric  of  the  above  letter  and  suggest  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  pai se  it  by  any  known  rules. 

Without  having,  or  desiring  the  benefit  of  the  Annals,  we  give 
the  above  "editorial  notice."  We  cannot  promise  to  give  "edi- 
torial notices  at  least  three  times  a  year  of  the  Annals,"  how- 
ever. 

The  Medical  Mirror. — We  welcome  to  our  exchanges  and 
to  the  guild,  the  Medical  Mirror,  a  handsome  new  journal  issued 
at  St.  Louis,  b}^  Dr.  I.  N.  Love,  as  per  announcement  made  some 
months  ago.  The  first  number  is  fully  up  to  our  high  expecta- 
tion, and  reflects  credit  alike  on  the  editor  and  the  publishers.  It 
is  a  royal  octavo,  double  column  with  fifty-two  pages  of  text  and 
twenty-eight  of  advertisements.  The  table  of  contents  embraces 
a  pleasing  variety  of  good  reading,  while  the  large  and  very  re- 
spectable advertising  patronage  with  which  Brother  Love  begins 
fairly  makes  one's  eyes  dilate,  and  one's  mouth  water.  ',  The  Doc- 
tor is  the  embodiment  of  enterprise  as  well  as  of  good  taste  and 
good  sense.    Success  to  the  Mirror. 


Book  Notices. 


The  Bar  and  its  Diseases;  being  practical  contributions  to 
the  study  of  Otology,  by  Samuel  Sexton,  M.  D.,  Aural  Sur- 
geon to  the  New  York  Bye  and  Bar  Infirmary;  Fellow  of  the 
American  Otological  Society;  Fellow  of  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine;  Member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 


76 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


county  of  New  York,  and  of  the  Practitioners'  Society  of  New 
York.  Edited  by  Christopher  J.  Colles,  M.  D.  Octavo,  473 
pages.  Numerous  illustrations.  Extra  muslin,  $4.00.  New 
York.    William  Wood  &  Company. 

From  a  practical  standpoint,  this  work  is  not  so  convenient  for 
reference  as  many  others,  though  once  it  has  been  carefully  read, 
this  seeming  defect  will  disappear.  For  the  busy  practitioner 
there  is  much  which  is  of  no  practical  value,  e.  g.,  about  40 
pages  to  othematoma,  25  to  gun  shot,  sabre  and  sword  wounds, 
also  much  space  is  given  to  injures  from  concussion  of  large 
guns,  and  blast  of  projectiles  in  a  pleasing  and  comprehensive 
style,  and  must  be  of  great  interest  to  the  alienist. 

The  operation  of  excision  of  the  drum  head  and  auricles,  for 
otorrhcea  and  deafness  from  chronic  middle  ear  catarrh,  with  a 
full  review  of  the  literature,  is  worth  reading.  The  conservative 
course  in  treating  mastoid  troubles,  comes  very  opportunely,  as 
the  tendency  is  to  great  boldness,  if  not  recklessness  in  opening 
that  cavity.  As  the  author  states:  ' 'The  operation  is  needlessly 
resorted  to  in  a  great  many  cases. ' '  The  book  is  well  worth  close 
study,  and  those  giving  it  most  thought,  will  like  it  best. 


The  International  Medical  Annual  and  Practitioners' 
Index.  A  work  of  reference  for  practitioners,  or  a  dictionary 
of  medical  progress,  by  Percy  Wilde,  M.  D.,  and  twenty-five 
associate  editors,  European  and  American.  544  pages,  $2.75. 
E.  B.  Treat,  New  York,  1889. 

This  book  intends  to  give  all  the  new  things  that  happen 
during  the  year.  It  does  not  include  much  surgery,  but  contains 
a  well  arranged  review  of  everything  medical,  in  three  parts. 
The  first  part  is  devoted  to  new  remedies,  the  second  to  new 
points  in  respect  to  treatment,  and  the  third  part  to  miscellaneous 
information,  including  a  dictionary  of  new  remedies,  dictionary 
of  new  treatment,  etc.,  arranged  somewhat  after  Bartholow. 

The  type  is  rather  small,  but  a  worse  feature  is  that  abomina- 
ble Metric  system.  B. 

Digest  of  Criticisms  on  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
poeia. Sixth  Decennial  Revision  (1880).  Published  by  the 
Committee  of  Revision  and  Publication  of  the  Pharmacopcea  of 
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the  United  States  of  America  (1880-1890).  Parts  I.  and  II. 
New  York,  1889. 

These  books  are  not  for  sale.  They  are  advance  sheets  of  the 
coming  pharmacopoeia  for  1890.  These  parts  are  intended  to  fa- 
cilitate the  final  revision  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia, 
which  is  to  be  issued  the  present  year,  1890. 


A  Treatise  on  Headache  and  Neuralgia,  including  spinal 
irritation  and  a  disquisition  on  normal  and  morbid  sleep.  By 
J.  Leonard  Corning,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  pp.  227.  Price 
$2.75.    E.  B.  Treat,  New  York,  1889. 

Dr.  Corning  is  good  authority  on  the  subjects  treated  of  in  the 
above  book.  It  is  a  book  that  will  pay  anyone  to  read  and 
study,  though  he  may  be  somewhat  disappointed  at  not  finding 
more  pathology  scattered  through  its  pages.  B. 


A  Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  for  the  use  of  students 
and  practitioners  of  medicine,  by  Albert  H.  Buck,  M.  D., 
Clinical  Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  in  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York;  Consulting  Aural 
Surgeon,  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  420  pages.  Illus- 
trated. Price,  extra  muslin,  $2.50.  New  York:  William 
Wood  &  Company. 

This  work  is  intended  more  for  the  use  of  students  and  gen- 
eral practittioners  of  medicine  than  for  the  specialist.  It  is  very 
carefully  prepared.  The  main  points  are  admirably  emphasized, 
and  made  as  plain  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them.  It  is  a  work 
of  real  practical  value,  as  might  be  expected,  coming  from  Dr. 
Buck.  It  reflects  modern  sentiment  and  research  and  should  be 
read  by  every  practitioner  in  the  country.  B. 


To  Be  Justly  Reward: — An  editor  has  invented  an  inferna^ 
machine  which  he  places  in  an  envelope  and  sends  to  those  who 
"refuse"  the  paper  after  taking  it  five  years  without  paying  for 
it.  The  machine  explodes  and  kills  the  whole  family  and  th 
fragments  that  fall  in  the  yard  kill  the  dog.  Glory  certainly 
awaits  that  editor,  and  when  he  gets  into  the  sanctum  that 
awaits  him  above  he  will  have  an  upholstered  chair  and  be  al- 
lowed to  sit  with  his  feet  on  a  tabic. — Porcupine. 
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Publishers  Notes. 


SEE  advertisement  of  Paris  Medicine  Company. 

See  new  advertisement  of  Maltine  Manufacturing  Company. 

The  Journal  bears  cheerful  testimony  to  the  superiority  of 
dental  work  done  by  Dr.  C.  J.  Smith,  of  Austin.    See  his  "ad." 

In  The  Cincinati  Lancet  and  Clinic,  Dr.  E.  S.  Mckee,  in  an 
able  article,  speaks  very  favorably  of  Dioviburnia  in  threatened 
abortion  and  uterine  hemorrhages. 

A  Valuable  Prescription  for  Dyspepsia. — 
R       Tinct.  Colombae,  2  oz. 

Celerina  [Rio],    6  oz. 
M.  Sig.    Teaspoonful  thrice  daily. 

The  reliable  firm  of  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  of  New  York, 
after  a  brief  withdrawal  from  the  Journal,  have  returned,  and 
we  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  many  readers  to 
their  new  whole-page  advertisement.  Read  it.  They  have 
something  to  say  that  will  interest  every  physician  who  has  a 
pride  in  his  profession. 

William  H.  Schieffelin  &  Co.  present  some  "Excerpts," 
on  second  page  of  cover,  that  will  prove  of  interest  in  regard  to 
Phenacetine  and  Salfonal.  This  house  has  taken  special  pains 
to  present  the  profession  reliable  specimens  of  these  new  drugs, 
and  it  solicits  correspondence  in  regard  to  them.  Address  170- 
172  William  street,  and  mention  this  journal. 

It  was  in  1844  that  the  now  well-known  Aperient  called 
"Tarrant's  Seltzer"  was  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  coterie  of 
physicians  which  composed  the  staff  of  the  New  York  Hospital, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  been  a  favorite  saline 
with  physicians  of  all  schools. 

It  is  not  only  a  most  palatable  and  safe  aperient,  but  is  now 
extensively  used  as  an  antacid  in  gouty  or  rheumatic  diathesis, 
and  as  a  vehicle  to  administer  the  salicylates,  L,ithia  salts  and 
tincture  of  iron. 
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LIFE. 


[Retiring  Address  of  \V.  A.  Morris,  M.  D.,  President  Austin  District  Medical 
Society,  delivered  at  the  Ninth  Quarterly  Meeting,  at  Austin,  Dec.  20,  1889.] 

TT  HAS  been  written  on  the  pages  of  the  most  ancient  and 
grandest  of  all  books,  that  God  created  man  of  the  dust  o 
the  earth  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and 
man  became  a  living  soul.  On  the  pages  of  the  same  book  the 
immutable  decree  has  also  been  written:  Dust  thou  art  and  unto 
dust  thou  shalt  return.  Ever  since  then  man  has  been  seeking 
an  elixir  that  would  annul  the  decree  and  cause  him  to  bloom  in 
perpetual  youth,  but  in  this  age  of  light  and  progress  we  look 
no  longer  for  that  elixir;  but  to  us  the  representatives  of  the 
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present  the  glorious  privilege  has  been  assigned  to  seek  the  best 
means  of  curing  the  ills  of  man,  and  to  secure  to  him  the  great- 
est length  of  days  which  it  is  possible  for  him  to  attain. 

It  becomes  us,  then,  to  inquire,  what  is  that  living  principle 
which  animates  our  mortal  bodies;  what  is  life? 

"God  created  man  of  the  dust  of  the  earth  and  breathed  into 
his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul," 

Life  is  a  mystery  that  has  never  been  solved;  a  problem  that 
the  finite  mind  cannot  comprehend.  Many  definitions  have  been 
given,  all  equally  unsatisfactory. 

An  able  scientist  has  expressed  it  thus:  "Life  itself  is  only 
physical  and  chenr'cil  force  transformed,  or  physical  and  chem- 
ical force  transformed  into  vital  force,  and  vice  versa." 

This  definition,  like  all  others,  fails  to  throw  any  light  upon 
the  subject  since  it  identifies  life's  phenomena  with  life  itself. 

We  can  only  witness  the  manifestations  of  life  and  study  its 
laws.  All  that  we  can  behold  or  contemplate  in  the  physical 
universe  presents  itself  under  two  forms,  one  living,  and  the  other 
dead  matter. 

The  diffusion  of  life  is  almost  universal.  It  has  been  found 
wherever  man  has  been;  it  exists  in  the  polar  regions,  imbedded 
in  snow  and  ice  that  we  know  not  how  long  have  resisted  the 
rays  of  the  sun;  it  is  found  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  where 
eternal  night  reigns,  and  the  light  of  the  sun  never  penetrates. 
It  exists  in  every  form,  and  adapts  itself  to  every  condition. 

Small  organisms  have  built  up  large  islands  in  mid-ocean. 
This  infusorial  life  has  largely  contributed  to  the  formation  of 
the  crust  of  the  earth,  and  this  little  microcosm  of  ours  is  a  store- 
house for  their  dwelling  place.  It  is  with  the  life  of  man,  how- 
ever, that  we  have  to  deal.  Although  we  cannot  lift  the  curtain 
and  unfold  the  mystery  that  it  hides  from  our  view,  'yet  it  is 
strictly  within  the  domain  and  bounden  duty  of  every  scientific 
physician,  to  study  well  the  laws  that  govern  the  human  organ- 
ism in  both  health  and  disease. 

"Know  then  thyself. 

Presume  not  God  to  scan, 

The  proper  study  of  mankind  is  man." 
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Let  us  take  a  survey  of  this  globe  of  ours  with  all  its  wonder- 
ful phenomena,  and  then  lift  our  eyes  to  our  great  solar  system, 
and  to  other  suns  and  systems  beyond. 

The  minds  of  earth's  greatest  philosophers  are  lost  in  amaze- 
ment while  beholding  their  beauty,  grandeur  and  glory. 

It  is  said  of  Newton  that  when  he  first  used  an  improved  tele- 
scope that  gave  him  a  greater  reach  of  vision,  and  brought 
new  stars  and  new  system  to  view,  he  was  struck  with  such 
astonishment  and  awe,  that  it  was  some  time  before  he  could  re- 
sume his  studies. 

Although  the  architecture  of  the  universe  is  grand  beyond 
our  comprehension,  man  is  far  a  grander  work  in  the  scale  of 
creation. 

The  one  is  inorganic  matter,  the  organic  and  organized,  with 
mind  associated  in  some  occult  manner  unknown  to  us.  A  most 
profoundly  complex  being.  In  him,  then,  you  have  a  subject 
worthy  of  the  highest  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  to  you  is  as- 
signed the  task  of  studying  that  wonderfnl  organism,  the  mas- 
terwork  of  creative  genius. 

The  watchmaker  must  be  familiar  with  every  part  of  its  ma- 
chinery, or  he  will  not  be  qualified  to  repair  it  when  out  of  or- 
der. The  engineer  must  understand  the  science  of  engineering. 
The  pilot  must  know  all  the  dangers  in  his  pathway,  or  he  can- 
not be  entrusted  to  conduct  his  vessel  safely  to  its  destined  port. 

The  human  system  is,  however,  unlike  any  machinery  of 
man's  make.  It  has  been  likened  by  some  to  a  steam  engine 
governed  by  correllated  forces  which  are  all  from  without.  There 
is  nothing  inherent.  The  machine  is  only  dead  matter  operated 
upon  by  mind,  and  is  wholly  at  the  will  of  the  operator. 

The  analogy  soon  ceases,  and  then  diverges  to  meet  no  more. 
It  has  also  been  likened  to  a  chemical  laboratory,  governed  by 
chemical  laws.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  Life  or  vital  force 
controls  these  chemical  affinities,  and  makes  them  subservient  to 
the  well  being  of  the  individual. 

The  amoeba  represents  the  lowest  form  of  animal  life,  a  living 
cell.    The  growth  of  all  organized  bodies  is  the  result  of  cell  life, 


282 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


and  each  individual  cell  is  the  product  or  parent  of  another  liv- 
ing cell. 

All  life  that  is  upon  the  globe  has  been  perpetuated  from  the 
beginning  by  this  unbroken  chain. 

In  the  animal  kingdom,  the  growth  of  every  cell  that  goes  to 
build  up  the  organism  is  dependent  upon  digestion  and  assimi- 
lation. 

When  prepared  to  enter  the  circulation,  it  is  taken  up  and 
carried  by  the  great  blood  current  to  the  different  tissues  of  the 
body,  and  with  unerring  certainty  to  its  place  of  destination, 
whether  to  bone,  muscle,  cartilage,  skin,  brain  or  nerve.  As 
soon  as  the  cells  have  subserved  their  purpose,  their  oxydation, 
disintegration  and  death  take  place,  and  as  dead  effete  matter, 
are  carried  off  through  the  different  channels  of  the  body. 

Repair  and  waste,  life  and  death,  are  constantly  going  on  in 
the  living  organism.  Life  forces  control  other  forces,  and  when 
death  takes  place,  by  disease  or  age;  chemical  affinities  come 
then  into  play  and  assert  their  supremacy,  and  all  the  different 
elements  of  the  once  living  organism  fly  away  to  unite  with  more 
congenial  attractions. 

The  chemical  theory  is  wholly  inadequate  to  account  for  cell 
life,  its  structure,  composition,  or  mode  of  action  in  building  up 
living  tissue. 

The  spermatozoon,  as  if  guided  by  inherent  wisdom,  makes  its 
way  to  the  ovum,  and  finding  its  habitat,  by  coalescing,  it  forms 
a  new  being. 

The  salivary  glands  secrete  ptyaline,  a  ferment  precisely 
adapted  for  the  preparation  of  food  for  the  stomach.  The  gastric 
juice  is  ready  prepared  to  act  upon  the  food  and  convert  it  into 
peptones.  The  pancreatic  juice  and  the  bile  are  ready  to  com- 
plete the  digestion  process,  and  prepare  the  nutritive  properties 
of  the  food  for  absorption  and  assimilation. 

None  of  these  can  be  accounted  for  by  any  known  chemical 
law,  nor  can  it  explain  why  the  gastric  juice  will  not  attack  the 
living  stomach,  but  will  often  invade  its  coats  soon  after  death. 

A  contemplation  of  these  subjects  brings  forcibly  to  our  minds, 
although  we  have  learned  much  in  the  past,  how  meagre  our 
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knowledge  is  yet.  Nearly  fifty  years  ago  it  was  said  by  a  pro- 
found thinker,  "Large  as  is  the  area  of  our  knowledge,  the  area 
•of  our  ignorance  is  much  larger;  that  the  unknown  incomparably 
transcends  the  known  in  all  the  departments  of  true  science." 

The  discoveries  since  that  time  have  been  most  wonderful  in 
all  the  departments  of  scientific  research,  fully  verifying  the 
truth  of  the  propositions. 

Pardon  the  digression  while  I  take  a  cursory  view  of  what 
time  has  done  since  I  entered  upon  the  stage  of  action.  It  is 
oft  times  pleasant  to  meditate  upon  the  past  and  live  over  again 
the  scenes  of  early  life  and  manhood.  In  youth,  our  thoughts 
are  intent  upon  the  days  to  come;  but  as  we  grow  old,  we  live 
again  in  those  that  are  past. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  181 2, 
our  population  was  about  seven  millions.  Hostilities  continued 
for  nearly  three  years,  and  ended  with  the  battle  of  New  Orleans, 
in  18 1 5.  The  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  was  then  almost  a 
wilderness,  and  to  and  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains  a  savage 
wild.  We  now  have  a  population  of  over  sixty  millions,  and 
farms  and  cities  dot  our  country  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  from  the  Lakes  of  the  North  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Our 
commerce  is  on  every  ocean,  and  our  flag  commands  respect  from 
every  nation. 

In  the  year  in  which  I  was  born  (18 12)  the  first  steamboat 
was  launched  upon  the  Mississippi  river.  Steam  is  now  the 
great  motive  power  of  the  world.  Ships  propelled  by  this  mighty 
agent  are  floating  upon  the  waters  of  every  nation. 

In  183 1,  the  first  railroad  was  built  in  the  United  States  which 
was  run  by  steam — a  line  of  only  fifteen  miles — the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio.  Now  there  are  enough  miles  of  railroad  in  the  United 
States  to  belt  the  earth  six  times. 

Printing  was  a  slow  and  tedious  process,  being  done  by  hand. 
The  Hoe  printing  press  was  invented  since  I  began  my  profes- 
sional career,  which  turned  off  ten  thousand  sheets  an  hour, 
which  was  then  considered  a  most  remarkable  achievement. 
Now,  with  new  methods,  seventy-five  thousand  sheets  can  be 
printed  in  one  hour — over  a  million  a  day. 
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Franklin,  in  the  last  century,  stole  the  lightnings  of  heaven 
from  the  clouds  by  means  of  a  kite;  Morse  put  it  in  harness  to 
do  the  work  of  man,  and  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1844,  a  mes- 
sage was  sent  from  Washington  to  Baltimore.  More  recently  a 
pathway  was  made  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  it  is  now  con- 
trolled by  the  will  of  man.  We  bid  it  start  on  a  message  round 
the  world,  and  it  beats  the  sun  in  his  course. 

By  the  mighty  genius  of  an  Edison  we  are  lighting  up  our 
firesides  and  cities,  and  propelling  our  engiues,  and  can  converse 
with  our  friends  hundreds  of  miles  distant, — the  tones  and  mod- 
ulations of  the  voice  understood. 

More  wonderful  still,  the  speeches  of  our  friends,  or  distin- 
guished men,  can  be  stored  awray  and  reproduced  at  will  by  an 
inanimate  machine,  with  all  the  intonations  of  the  voice  of  the 
one  who  delivered  it. 

It  has  also  become  a  very  important  agent  in  the  hands  of 
scientific  physicians  in  the  cure  of  disease. 

Not  many  years  ago  a  little  child  touched  a  small  button.  Soon 
there  was  a  sound  as  of  thunder  and  the  whole  city  of  New  York 
was  in  commotion.  At  that  moment  an  immense  rock  that  had 
long  obstructed  the  harbor,  was  shivered  to  atoms,  and  the  ob- 
struction of  Hell  Gate  gave  way.  The  touching  of  that  button 
by  a  small  child  controlled  the  forces  that  did  it — dynamite  and 
electricity. 

In  the  year  of  1800  gas  was  unknown.  The  discovery  of  the 
spectroscope  and  spectrum  analysis  is  of  recent  date  which  has 
enlarged  our  field  of  observation  and  disclosed  to  us  wonders 
that  we  had  not  before  conceived  of. 

The  discovery  of  the  manufacture  of  ice,  which  has  added  so 
much  to  our  comfort  in  health  and  disease,  is  within  the  recol- 
lection of  nearly  all  who  are  present. 

Archaeological  explorations  have  carried  us  back  into  the  night 
of  time,  and  the  dead  past  has  been  madeSto  speak  and  tell  the 
story  of  vanished  races  of  pre-historic  ages. 

Immense  cities  have  been  exhumed.  The  site  of  Ninevah 
was  discovered  by  a  French  savant  as  late  as  1846.  In  1848-9 
excavations  were  made  b^r  Layard  and  others  which  disclosed  to 
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us  the  magnificence  of  her  departed  glory  and  grandeur.  In  her 
deep  recesses  inscriptions  were  found  giving  to  the  world  a  his- 
tory of  her  kings,  her  battles  and  her  victories,  confirming  Biblical 
history  relating  to  her  times. 

Troy,  which  existed  only  in  song,  was  discovered  by  Schlie- 
mann,  buried  deep  under  the  ground;  her  richest  treasures  have 
been  made  known  to  the  world  after  a  lapse  of  three  thousand 
years. 

Champollion,  in  1822,  got  a  glimse  of  the  key  which  .enabled 
him  ultimately  to  decipher  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics.  In  1828 
he  was  sent  by  the  French  government  on  an  archaeological  ex- 
ploration, in  company  with  an  Italian,  deputed  by  the  Italian 
government.  The  exploration  was  crowned  with  success  and 
gave  to  the  world  the  earliest  records  that  were  ever  given  to 
man,  the  great  value  of  which  can  not  be  over-estimated.  In 
1831  he  died,  full  of  honor  and  clothed  with  a  nation's  gratitude. 

The  physiology  of  digestion  was  very  little  understood  until 
Liebig  shed  light  upon  the  subject.  Since  that  time  our  knowl- 
edge of  organic  and  physiological  chemistry  has  enabled  us  to 
trace  the  changes  that  take  place  from  the  time  the  food  is  placed 
in  the  mouth  and  while  passing  through  the  different  organs,  till 
the  process  of  digestion  is  completed;  and  it  has  furnished  us 
with  many  valuable  agents  by  which  we  can  aid  the  digestive  pro- 
cess, and  even  digest  food  outside  the  body  and  prepare  it  already 
for  absorption.    The  discovery  of  ptomaines  is  of  recent  date. 

Pathological  anatomy  was  then  comparatively  in  its  infancy. 
Now  we  can,  with  much  certainty,  read  from  the  symptoms 
the  pathological  changes  that  are  taking  place  in  the  different 
organs  of  the  body — a  knowledge  of  which  is  necessary  .to  a  cor- 
rect diagnosis,  and  a  correct  diagnosis  is  essential  to  a  correct 
prognosis  and  treatment. 

Gynecology,  as  a  separate  branch  of  study,  was  not  known, 
and  the  most  of  the  diseases  of  the  uterine  system  were  treated 
symptomatically. 

Although  the  speculum  is  an  ancient  instrument,  it  was  scarce- 
ly ever  used  in  practice.  Of  late  years  it  has  been  of  invaluable 
use  in  enlarging  our  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  the  womb. 
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The  knowledge  which  we  have  gained  in  that  department  and 
the  scientific  skill  with  which  important  operations  are  performed 
successfully,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Now  thousands  of  lives  are  saved  that  then  would  have  been 
consigned  to  suffering  and  death.  Some  of  the  most  important 
operations,  such  as  for  vesico- vaginal  fistula,  ovariotomy,  Porro's 
operation,  etc. 

Chemical  science  has  unlocked  the  great  storehouse  of  nature, 
and  revealed  to  us  her  most  wonderful  and  secret  treasures,  and 
has  given  us  many  of  our  most  valuable  remedies,  such  as  the 
iodides  and  bromides,  chloral,  chloroform,  cocaine,  nitrite  of 
am3'l,  nitro-glycerine,  and  nearly  all  of  the  alkaloids,  and  that 
valuable  class  of  remedies  we  call  antipyretics  and  hypnotics,  of 
w7hich  latter  sulfonal  promises  to  be  a  valuable  representative. 

In  surgery  the  advance  has  been  grand  beyond  conception, 
especially  in  that  of  the  abdomen  and  brain.  Fifty  years  ago  it 
would  have  been  madness  to  have  attempted  an  exploration  of 
the  brain  or  abdominal  cavity.  But  recentl}-  almost  every  organ 
of  the  body  has  been  made  to  pay  tribute  to  science,  except  the 
heart  and  medulla  oblongata. 

Our  knowledge  has  also  been  very  much  enlarged  in  thera- 
peutics. Many  new  remedies  have  been  made  known  to  us  of 
great  value.    Some  have  alreadjr  been  named. 

Then  the  therapeutic  properties  of  ergot  were  not  understood. 
Jaborandi  is  of  recent  discovery  and  an  agent  of  great  value. 
But  with  all  that  there  is  yet  a  very  wide  field  to  be  explored  in 
this  department,  and  much  to  learn  in  the  modus  operandi  of 
remedies  in  the  cure  of  disease. 

In  1824  Dr.  Bright  first  called  the  attention  of  the  profession 
to  a  fatal  form  of  disease  of  the  kidney  which  was  previously 
unknown,  now  called  Bright' s  disease,  in  honor  of  his  name. 

Many  other  diseases  have  since  been  made  known  to  us.  Asi- 
atic cholera  first  made  its  appearance  on  our  continent  in  1832. 
The  invasion  of  no  hostile  army  in  any  country  ever  produced 
more  consternation.  Diphtheria  and  malarial  hematuria  were 
not  recognized  then. 

The  etiology  of  disease  is  much  better  understood  by  the  aid 
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of  the  microscope, — wonderful  revelations  have  been  made,  espe. 
cially  in  bacteriology,  which  have  opened  to  us  a  vast  field  for 
r  scientific  investigation  and  placed  us  far  in  advance  of  former 
years.  The  antiseptic  treatment  of  wounds,  and  in  surgical 
practice  and  sick-rooms,  the  value  of  which  no  one  will  question, 
is  one  of  the  things  which  has  taken  up  its  abode  with  us  and 
will  remain. 

[concluded  in  next  issue.] 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

DISCUSSION  OF  PARETIC  DEMENTIA. 


[Stated  Meeting  of  the  Chicago  Medico-Legal  Society,  December  7,  1889,  Pres- 
ident Dr.  E.  J.  Doering  in  the  chair.] 

PROF.  D.  R.  BROWER:  A  patient  of  mine  was  making  a 
call  in  the  neighborhood,  and  made,  what  I  and  most  per- 
sons would  regard  as  a  very  indecent  proposal  to  a  lady  who  was 
a  friend  of  his  wife.  He  committed  othet  extravagances  of  that 
sort,  until  it  became  necessary  to  have  him  adjudged  insane,  and 
three  distinguished  experts  in  the  State  of  New  York  sat  upon 
his  case.  These  three  men  are  eminent  in  the  profession  and 
especially  eminent  in  the  psychological  department  of  medicine. 
One  of  the  three  wTas  satisfied  that  he  had  general  paralysis  of 
the  insane;  a  second  said  that  he  did  not  have  it,  that  the  symp- 
toms he  showed  wrere  simply  the  effects  of  alcohol;  and  the  third, 
that  he  might  be  insane,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  warrant  his 
incarceration;  and  the  result  was  that  he  came  through  that  or- 
deal with  flying  colors,  and  then  we  were  all  to  be  sadly  pun- 
ished as  soon  as  he  got  back  to  Chicago.  He  took  a  steamer 
and  went  to  Europe,  and  while  there  behaved  himself  with  great 
decorum.  I  have  recently  seen  a  gentleman  who  traveled  with 
him  in  Europe,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  as  perfectly  himself, 
seemingly,  as  he  ever  knew  him  to  be,  and  he  would  not  believe 
the  stories  he  had  heard.  He  returned  from  Europe  and  acted 
as  it  he  were'  going  to  be  himself  again.  It  seemed  as  though 
those  who  had  supposed  that  he  had  general  paralysis,  had  been 


288 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


mistaken.  Soon  he  began  to  be  very  melancholy  and  talked 
about  suicide,  and  this  condition  continued  until  his  friends 
again  became  alarmed  about  him,  and  he  was  then  placed  in  an 
insane  hospital.  Since  his  incarceration  in  the  hospital  he  has 
again  taken  upon  himself  these  grand  illusions  of  the  same  gen- 
eral character,  just  as  he  had  when  he  filled  his  house  with  the 
most  elegant  things,  bought  costly  paintings  and  choice  bric-a- 
brac,  and  the  finest  furniture,  and  made  several  large  real  estate 
transactions — immense  transactions  for  a  man  of  his  financial 
capacity.  This  is  a  case  of  general  paresis;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  the  diagnosis  now,  he  has  all  the  symptoms  clearly  de- 
fined. He  has  the  exalted,  grand  delusion,  the  motor  disturb- 
ances that  accompany  the  disease,  the  trembling  of  muscles,  the 
thickness  of  speech,  the  uncertainty  in  the  locomotion,  the  pu- 
pillary phenomena,  the  unequally  dilated  pupils,  the  want  of 
pupillary  response  to  the  light;  he  has  now  emotinal  and  intel- 
lectual weakness;  he  has  now,  clearly  defined,  all  the  symptoms 
that  are  characteristic  of  general  paresis. 

The  case  began  in  headaches,  irritability,  then  came  these 
grand  delusions,  which  subsided,  and  he  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
well,  and  when  this  period  of  subsidence  came  on  he  deceived 
two  of  the  very  best  experts  that  I  know  of.  And  then  there 
was  a  little  period  when  there  was  depression;  then  there  came 
on  again  these  symptoms  of  exaltation,  these  paretic  symptoms, 
this  emotional  and  intellectual  weakness.  Some  cases  of  gen- 
eral paralysis  are  not  so  difficult  as  this;  there  is  no  remission 
worth  speaking  of;  there  is  nothing  but  a  gradual  progressive 
increase  in  all  the  symptoms.  But  there  is  another  class  of  gen- 
eral paretics  that  are  a  source  of  great  annoyance  occasionally. 
I  mean  those  cases  of  general  paresis  that  begin  with  mental  de- 
pression, the  type  of  mind  in  the  general  paretic  being  exalta- 
tion. I  think  it  is  Hamilton  who  speaks  of  two  cases  he  had  in 
the  hospital  in  New  York;  one  owned  all  the  ships  in  the  world, 
and  the  other  owned  all  the  grain  in  the  world,  and  he  found 
them  one  day  bargaining  with  each  other,  the  man  who  had  the 
grain  wanted  the  ships  to  export  it.  In  this  exalted  type  of 
manifestation  they  have  all  the  wealth  that  is  possible.    I  have 
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a  general  paretic  under  observation  who  owns  all  the  flour  in  the 
market.  I  asked  him  to-day  if  he  would  not  let  me  have  a  bar- 
rel for  my  own  use,  and  he  said  "No,  not  a  barrel;  I  can't  spare 
it." 

While  this  is  the  usual  type  of  general  paresis,  occasionally 
we  meet  with  general  depression;  and  then  we  are  often  much 
perplexed  in  the  diagnosis,  but  fortunately  the  cases  that  have 
mental  depression  are  not  usually  cases  of  legal  interest.  I  think 
the  depressed  condition  of  mental  manifestation  is  more  apt  to 
occur  in  women,  and  is  much  more  frequently  found  in  paretics 
who  have  a  tubercular  inheritance.  Fortunately,  these  cases  of 
general  depression  with  mental  paresis  are  but  few.  While  the 
mental  depression  continues,  we  have  the  motor  disturbances 
and  the  emotional  and  intellectual  weakness  to  aid  us  in  the 
diagnosis.  I  think  it  is  very  uncommon  for  this  depression  to 
last  very  long;  it  usually  comes  on  in  the  beginning,  jand  lasts  a 
few  months,  and  then  gradually  gives  place  to  these  expansive 
ideas,  these  delusions  of  grandeur.  When  general  paresis  first 
begins,  the  disease,  I  think,  very  often  has  legal  relations  that 
pass  unrecognized — the  relation  between  the  criminal  act  and  the 
general  depression,  and  every  now  and  then  you  will  find  some- 
thing similar  to  what  I  saw  in  the  papers  a  few  weeks  ago,  as 
occurring  in  the  central  part  of  the  State.  A  gentleman  who 
was  at  the  head  of  a  female  seminary,  and  had  spent  some  twen- 
ty years  in  the  education  of  girls,  and  had  been  most  successful, 
was  accused  of  making  an  indecent  proposal  to  one  of  his  schol- 
ars. For  twenty  years  this  man  had  led  an  examplary  life;  this 
wTas  the  first  offense,  and,  of  course,  it  broke  up  the  school  and 
a  great  commotion  was  caused  in  the  neighborhood.  That  case, 
I  believe,  will  turn  out  to  be  a  case  of  general  paresis.  I  have 
met  with  several  just  such  cases;  people  who  all  their  lives,  up 
to  forty-five  or  fifty  years  have  been  perfectly  exemplary  in  all 
their  habits,  all  of  a  sudden  get  into  these  habits  of  extrava- 
gance, irritability  and  lasciviousness.  Such  cases  are  not  un- 
commonly general  paresis,  and  if  you  study  them  closely,  notice 
the  trembling  of  the  muscles,  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
speech,  the  motor  weakness,  and  the  general  tremor  that  accom- 
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panies  that  weakness,  and  find  out  the  expansive  delusions,, 
then  you  have  a  case  of  general  paresis,  more  or  less  marked. 

DR.  ARCHBALD  CHURCH. 

Mr.  President:  It  may  be  well  to  briefly  outline  some  of 
the  salient  features  of  general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  in  order  to> 
have  a  basis  on  which  to  work.  In  the  first  place  it  is  considered 
by  the  majority  of  writers  as  being  invariably  a  fatal  malady. 
Some  equally  authoritative  writers,  however,  insist  that  there 
have  seen  cases  of  this  form  of  insanity  which  have  undoubtedly 
recovered,  and  subsequently  lived  a  number  of  years  and  followed 
occupation,  thus  proving  complete  recover}',  in  their  estimation. 
Those  of  the  first  class  insist,  however,  that  there  must  have 
been  a  mistake  in  the  diagnosis,  and  that  the  fact  that  these  pa- 
tients lived  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  they  could  not  have  had 
general  paralysis.  It  is  a  disease  which  has  a  distinct  pathology  r 
and  unlike  most  forms  of  insanity  when  we  encounter  a  case  we 
know  what  we  will  find  post  mortem.  We  will  find  a  peculiar 
condition  of  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebrum,  and  stripping  the 
membranes  from  the  brain,  a  surface  portion  of  the  gray  matter 
of  the  gyri  will  follow  the  dura  mater,  so  that  the  brain  is  said  to 
be  decorticated.  These  patients  present  no  pupillary  phenomena 
and  peculiarities  of  the  reflexes  already  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Brower.  The  great  leading  feature  of  their  mental  condition  is 
the  egotistical  attitude  which  they  assume  in  regard  to  their  per- 
sonal relations  to  life.  A  patient  of  this  sort  will  sometimes  fall 
into  a  violent  rage  at  the  merest  trifle.  He  feels  that  the  slight- 
est annoyance  is  a  matter  of  moment,  because  it  is  the  annoyance 
of  a  man  of  considerable  importance,  whom  he  greatly  admires. 
On  the  other  hand,  matters  of  real  importance,  for  instance  the 
loss  of  fortune,  scarcely  affect  him  because  he  feels  that  is  a  mere 
trifle  for  a  man  of  his  ability  to  lose  an  ordinary  fortune.  He 
will  tell  you  that  his  wife  is  the  most  beautiful  woman  in  the 
world,  that  her  eves  are  diamonds  and  her  finger-nails  opals,  and 
that  there  is  no  limit  to  her  value.  So  he  will  be  a  monarch,  a 
Caesar,  a  Napoleon,  all  at  the  same  time.  In  the  most  foolish, 
rambling  way,  he  expresses  these  delusions  of  grandeur.  When 
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a  patient  presents  these  symptoms  the  diagnosis  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  difficulty;  anyone  can  see  that  he  is  bereft  of  reason, 
and  one  of  a  little  experience  with  insanity  will  at  once  recog- 
nize the  character  of  his  malady.  But,  as  has  been  well  pointed 
out  by  many,  the  disease  really  antedates  all  mental  manifesta- 
tions, sometimes  by  months,  even  by  years,  so  that  by  the  time 
the.  patient  manifests  aberration  he  has  long  been  the  subject  of 
those  pathological  conditions  which  are  found  post  mortem.  This 
was  very  vividly  impressed  upon  my  mind  by  post  mortem  ex- 
aminations I  made  of  two  patients  who  died  in  the  early  period 
of  the  so-called  first  stage  of  this  disease.  They  had  been  se- 
questrated by  due  process  of  law,  and  at  the  time  of  their  death 
had  manifested  mental  symptoms  for  only  about  three  weeks. 
Ordinarily  people  do  not  submit  their  friends  to  legal  process  at 
such  an  early  period,  but  hope  by  one  maneuver  or  another  to 
restore  them  to  reason. 

In  these  two  cases  the  patients  had  manifest  mental  trouble 
only  for  a  short  time  before  their  death  which  was  caused 
by  the  epileptiform,  attacks  peculiar  to  this  disease,  and  from 
which  scarcely  a  case  is  ever  entirely  free.  In  these  instances 
the  patients  died  in  the  first  convulsive  attack.  On  post  mortem 
I  found  the  pathological  conditions  I  have  outlined,  well  devel- 
oped over  the  vertex  of  the  brain,  showing  that  the  pathological 
substratum,  or  fonndation  of  the  disease  had  been  in  existence  at 
least  many  months.  Spitzka  will  say  that  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances where  you  can  follow  backwards  the  history  of  the  pa- 
tient, you  will  be  able  to  determine  the  disease  as  antedating  the 
outbreak  a  year  or  two  years,  and  that  has  been  my  experience. 
It  strikes  me  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  recognize  if 
possible  the  disease  in  this  early  stage  before  it  has  reached  that 
point  where  the  patient  becomes  unable  to  follow  any  pursuit, 
and  before  his  condition  demands  that  he  should  be  removed 
from  contact  with  society.  As  I  said,  the  disease  is  extremely 
fatal,  and  if  there  is  any  chance  of  recovery  it  must  be  in  the 
early  stages,  and  every  effort  should  be  bent  towards  placing 
these  patients  at  the  earliest  moment  under  proper  care,  observa- 
tion and  treatment.    There  are  certain  indications  which,  while 
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in  themselves  scarcely  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  us  in 
saying  a  man  will  be  a  paertic,  still  will  justify  a  suspicion  of  the 
oncoming  disease,  and  also  justify  the  medical  man  in  warning 
the  relatives  of  what  they  may  expect  and  enable  him  to  indicate 
to  them  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  out- 
bursts of  the  disease  and  the  possibly  deplorable  results  of  the 
patient's  conduct.  They  may  in  this  way  prevent  his  dissipating 
a  fortune  and  bringing  want  upon  those  who  are  dependent  upon 
him,  or  from  getting  into  some  escapade  which  may  be  extremely 
humiliating  to  his  friends,  and  possibly  from  doing  some  terrible 
deed.  In  the  very  earliest  stage  of  the  disease  there  is  ordina- 
rily a  period  of  depression.  I  have  been  able  to  verify  this  in  a 
few  instances  only,  but  often  the  very  first  thing  you  can  find  out 
by  closely  questioning  those  who  have  been  a  long  time  associ- 
ated with  the  patient  will  be  that  at  some  time,  a  year  or  possi- 
bly two  or  more  years  before,  he  has  undergone  a  period  of  de- 
pression, and  very  often  this  is  accompanied  by  severe  and  con- 
tinuous pain  in  the  head.  Its  duration  is  variable  and  on  the 
whole  not  of  a  great  length  of  time.  He  recovers  from  it  almost 
completely,  and  gradually  puts  on  an  appearance  of  excellent 
health,  and  expresses  a  great  deal  of  self-satisfaction,  not  only 
with  his  present  worldly  state,  but  with  his  future  prospects,  and 
particularly  with  his  physical  condition.  This  elementary  feature,, 
if  I  may  so  call  it,  this  period  of  depression,  I  consider  of  some 
importance.  The  next  important  feature  of  early  appearance  is 
the  failure  of  the  memory,  not  that  he  cannot  remember  items 
if  you  call  them  to  his  attention,  or  that  he  cannot  recollect  any 
important  matter  in  which  he  may  have  been  engaged,  but  little 
matters  like  appointments,  for  instance,  will  slip  his  mind  while 
formerly  he  may  have  been  punctilious  in  this  respect;  and  busi- 
ness items  which  should  be  a  matter  of  record  will  escape  his  at- 
tention. This  a  uniform  symptom  sooner  or  later  in  the  disease,, 
and  associated  with  this  if  you  can  get  at  his  letter  writing 
you  will  find  that  he  omits  words  necessary  to  the  construction 
of  the  sentence  or  frequently  repeats  words  unnecessarily.  Later 
on  his  handwriting  is  characteristic,  and  any  expert  will  tell  you 
that  it  is  the  handwriting  of  a  paretic,  but  at  this  early  stage  the 
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only  peculiarity  in  the  writing  will  be  the  omission  or  duplica- 
tion of  words.  If  now  you  examine  his  eyes,  in  a  number  of 
cases,  the  percentage  I  cannot  state,  but  is  large,  you  will  find 
eye  symptoms  of  grave  significance  and  great  importance.  The 
pupils  will  not  be  equal  in  their  dilatation  or  contraction;  they 
may  be  closely  contracted,  or  the  tendency  may  be  to  wide  dilata- 
tion, but  they  will  not  be  equal.  One  pupil  or  the  other,  or  pos- 
sibly both  will  present  an  irregularity  in  its  outline,  due  to  the 
unequal  action  of  the  dilator,  analagous  to  the  general  muscular 
inco-ordination  of  a  later  phase.  Then  if  you  will  look  at  his 
tongue  in  the  very  early  stage  of  the  disease  you  will  notice  a 
peculiar  fibrillary  twitching  on  the  dorsal  surface  of  the  organ 
that  is  different  from  the  tremulousness  of  the  tongue  later  in  the 
disease.  It  will  remind  you  of  a  loose  fabric — as  if  a  looser  strand 
were  woven  into  the  fabric  and  this  single  strand  set  in  motion. 
It  is  as  if  a  few  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue 
acted  without  the  associated  motion  of  their  fellows.  The  pa- 
tella reflexes  are  exaggerated  even  in  the  earliest  stages  of  this 
disease.  When  you  find  these  pupillary  phenomena,  with  in- 
creased knee  jerk,  and  particularly  if  there  is  hyperemia  of  the 
retina,  if  the  patient  has  a  history  of  a  depressed  period  associ- 
ated with  pain  in  the  head,  and  the  memory  has  also  shown  a 
tendency  to  fail,  and  if  the  patient  has  been  loose  in  his  manner 
of  living,  all  these  things  will  point  to  the  probability  of  the  on- 
coming disease.  Though  they  may  not  justify  a  diagnosis  or  a 
prognosis  they  will  justify  the  medical  man  in  warning  the 
friends  and  relatives  of  the  critical  condition  in  which  the  man 
stands  and  enable  them  to  take  some  precautions  and  place  about 
him  some  safeguards  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  possibly  to  protect  him  from  those  outbreaks  which  are 
characteristic  of  a  later  stage  of  the  disease,  and  which  often  en- 
tail grave  consequences. 

DR.  H.  N.  MOYER. 

Mr.  President:  I  am  unfortunately  still  in  a  position  to 
have  little  to  say,  because  the  remarks  I  had  purposed  making 
have  been  so  well  stated  by  Dr.  Brower  and  Dr.  Church.  Of 
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course  I  could  discuss  this  question  in  extenso  if  I  differed  from 
them,  but  as  I  do  not,  I  must  necessarily  be  brief.  Particularly, 
I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to,  and  emphasize  one  point;  that  is, 
the  difficulty  of  making  a  diagnosis  in  some  cases  of  paretic 
dementia.  The  earl)-  symptoms  have  been  fully  and  graphically 
described,  so  that  no  one  can  fail  to  get  a  distinct  idea  of  this 
dreadful  disease;  but,  unfortunately,  there  are  a  few  cases  in 
which  this  disease  does  not  present  these  typical  features.  In- 
stead of  the  delusions  of  grandeur  asd  the  exaltations  so  charac- 
teristic of  the  disease,  we  may  have  depression  during  all  the 
early  stages.  I  think  it  is  an  almost  universal  experience  of 
those  in  charge  of  our  asylums,  that  a  certain  number  of  patients 
will  be  admitted  each  year  who  will  be  classed  among  other 
forms  of  insanity,  but  will  turn  out  to  be  paretic  dements. 
These  cases  were  all  mistakes  in  diagnosis,  as  paretic  dementia 
is  not  a  terminal  form  of  other  psychoses,  but  existed  in  these 
patients  from  the  beginning  of  their  mental  troubles.  This  is 
not  to  deny  that  paretic  dementia  may  occur  as  a  complication 
in  the  course  of  other  insanities,  paranoia,  for  example,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  Spitzka. 

During  the  past  year,  I  was  called  to  a  neighboring  summer 
resort  to  see  a  man  who  had  suddenly  manifested  marked  signs 
of  insanity.  I  was  suspicious  from  the  start  that  wre  had  to  do 
with  a  case  of  paretic  dementia,  but  the  age  of  the  man  and  the 
symptoms  were  rather  against  this  view,  so  that  a  diagnosis  was 
made  of  insanity  from  coarse  brain  disease,  the  patient  having 
been  hemiplegic  from  the  beginning  of  the  attack. 

Later  this  man  returned  to  the  city,  and  I  was  called  upon  to 
attend  him  in  an  epileptiform  convulsion,  from  which  he  emerged 
with  paralysis  upon  the  opposite  side  from  that  upon  which  it 
was  first  observed.  Later  he  presented  all  the  typical  symptoms 
of  paretic  dementia. 

The  only  thing  that  I  have  to  add  to  the  remarks  of  previous 
speakers,  is  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  we  have  typical  cases, 
and  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  family  phj-sician 
to  recognize  these  cases  early,  before  they  have  had  time  to 
squander  their  property,  get  into  jail,  or  disgrace  their  friends 
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A  case  I  have  in  mind  occurred  recently  in  this  city,  whore  a 
man  squandered  $40,000  in  a  single  week.  He  bought  every- 
thing, from  a  wagon  load  of  matches  to  a  hundred  thousand 
dollar  piece  of  real  estate.  It  wis  only  after  he  had  markedly 
diminished  his  estate  that  his  true  condition  was  discovered,  and 
means  taken  to  secure  legal  control  of  him  and  his  property.  We 
must  always  look  to  the  family  physician  for  the  early  recogni- 
tion of  these  cases — they  do  not  reach  the  specialist  until  later. 

Dr.  Doering— Does  Dr.  Mover  know  of  an  instance  where 
such  matters  have  been'  brought  into  court;  for  instance,  where 
a  contract  is  made  unfavorable  to  the  patient? 

Dr.  Moyer — Yes,  the  courts  have  ruled  in  many  instances. 
In  the  case  of  one  of  the  patients  I  mentioned,  I  was  consulted, 
and  the  question  came  up  as  to  whether  the  patient  was  compe- 
tent, in  the  second  stage  of  this  disease,  to  dispose  of  his  prop- 
erty. The  amount  at  issue  was  large,  and  a  prominent  real 
estate  lawyer  of  this  city  was  consulted.  He  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  transfer  would  be  legal,  as  it  could  be  shown 
that  it  was  done  to  conserve  the  estate  of  the  person,  and  while 
he  yet  had  sufficient  mental  power  to  appreciate  the  nature  and 
quality  of  his  act. 

The  courts  have  always  held  that  these  contracts  were  voida- 
ble, but  not  void  ab  initio.  The  view  taken  of  them  largely  de- 
pends upon  whether  they  are  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  particularly  their  equity  would  be  a  subject  for  in- 
quiry. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Webster — I  would  like  to  remark  that  the  case 
stated  by  Dr.  Brower  is  a  very  suggestive  one.  I  have  often 
thought,  when  considering  these  questions  of  alienation,  etc.,  as 
I  have,  in  the  general  way,  and  once  in  a  while  I  have  in  a  very 
particular  way,  that  a  person  who  was  incapable  of  a  useful  life 
in  American  society  might,  as  Dr.  Bower's  patient  did,  by  going 
abroad  into  another  state  or  society,  among  other  surroundings, 
be  useful  for  a  much  longer  period  of  time. 

I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  disquisition,  but  one  of  my  Scan- 
dinavian acquaintances  has  told  me,  and  his  statements  are  to  be 
depended  upon,  that  the  method  that  is  adopted  in  some  Euro- 
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pean  countries,  in  a  general  way,  is  of  placing  the  patient  in  a 
different  phase  of  life.  This  is  carried  out  in  Sweden  to  his- 
knowledge,  by  a  certain  man  of  the  clerical  profession,  who  takes 
demented  people  and  goes  out  with  them  into  the  fields  and 
woods.  He  takes  them  into  training,  and  after  awhile  gets  their 
minds  recalled  and  reco-ordinated  so  that  they  live  useful  lives. 
This  Swedish  priest  is  held  by  the  State  of  Sweden  as  a  foe,  and 
his  life  is  constantly  menaced;  he  has  often  been  under  arrest,, 
but  still  he  continues  gathering  together  the  broken  fragments 
of  the  demented  people  and  restoring  them  to  usefulness  in  the 
way  I  have  mentioned,  by  taking  them  out  into  natural  sur- 
roundings and  freeing  them  from  the  restraint  of  that  life  which 
irritated  them. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

THE  MICROSCOPE  AND  SOME  OF  ITS  USES  IN  DIAGNOSIS  OF 

DISEASES. 


F.  E.  YOAKUM,  M.  D.,    LATE    OF    GREENVILLE,  TEXAS,    NOW  OF 
SHREVEPORT,  LA. 


[Read  before  the  North  Texas  Medical  Association,  Tune,  1889.] 

IN  the  arts,  as  well  as  in  scientific  investigations,  the  micro- 
scope is  used  for  the  examination  and  preparation  of  delicate 
work.  The  jeweler,  the  engraver,  and  the  miner  find  a  simple 
microscope  essential  to  their  employments.  In  commerce  the 
microscope  has  been  used  to  detect  adulterations  in  articles  of 
food,  drugs  and  in  all  manufactured  articles. 

The  mineralogist  and  geologist  cannot  afford  to  do  without  it. 
The  chemist  recognizes  minute  quantities  and  reactions,  which 
could  be  detected  only  with  the  microscope.  And  in  biology 
the  wonderful  power  of  the  microscope  finds  its  widest 
range.  If  we  see  not  nature  in  her  undress,  we  trace  the  ele- 
mentary wTarp  and  woof  of  her  majestic  drapery — in  vegetable  and 
animal  physiology  w7e  see  by  its  means,  not  only  the  elementary 
unit,  the  foundation  stone  of  the  building,  but  also  chambers  and 
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laboratories  in  the  animated  temple,  which  we  should  never  have 
suspected,  tissues  and  structures  not  otherwise  discoverable;  not 
to  speak  of  species  innumerable  and  invisible  to  the  naked  eye. 
In  medical  science  and  jurisprudence  the  contributions  of  micro- 
scopy have  been  so  numerous  that  constant  study  in  this  depart- 
ment is  needed  by  the  physician  who  would  excel,  or  even  keep 
pace  wTith  the  progress  of  his  noble  profession.  Microscopy  may 
well  and  truly  be  called  the  guiding  genius  of  medical  science. 
Suppose  a  patient  should  ask  this  intelligent  association  of  doc- 
tors: "What  is  the  cause  of  my  sterility?"  Could  any  one 
give  him  a  clear  answer  without  the  aid  of  the  microscope?  I 
think  not;  you  might  examine  the  wife  and  find  impediments  to 
a  fruitful  copulation,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  you  will  find 
the  trouble  lies  within  the  semen  of  the  male,  the  living  moving 
principle  or  micro-organism — called  the  "spermatozoa."  And  by 
this  same  means  you  can  by  closely  examining  the  urine  detect 
and  diagnose  masturbation,  the  patient's  word  to  the  contrary, 
notwithstanding. 

And  no  physician,  it  matters  not  how  learned  he  may  be,  will 
dare  to  tell  you  the  abnormal  constituents  of  urine;  but  with  the 
microscope  he  will  tell  you  with  as  much  certainty  as  anything 
in  the  medical  sciences,  whether  or  not  the  pathological  lesion  is 
in  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  or  whether  it  is  this  great  channel  try- 
ing to  carry  off  the  diseased  particles  from  other  parts  of  the 
body.  And  let  me  urge  you  physicians,  make  yourselves  ac- 
quainted wTith  this  powerful  means  of  diagnosing  correctly. 
Chronic  diseases,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  urinology  is  the 
only  clear  way  out  of  the  mist  and  fog.  How  many  catarrhal 
troubles  of  the  bladder  that  are  being  treated  all  over  the  coun- 
try for  kidney  diseases?  No  one  can  answer.  And  with  a  little 
study  of  urinology  and  a  little  time  with  the  microscope  the  di- 
agnosis is  made  clear — I  urge  this  as  it  is  woefully  neglected. 
You  can  detect  the  smallest  amount  of  sugar  in  the  urine  with 
less  trouble  with  the  microscope  than  by  any  other  means.  Also 
the  excess  of  the  triple  phosphates  or  the  urates,  and  renal  tube 
casts,  (which  is  the  only  pathognomonic  symptom  of  chronic 
Bright's  disease).  I  know  that  some  of  you  may  question  this  last 
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statement,  but  I  lay  it  down  and  leave  it  to  you  to  find  the  false- 
ness or  truthfulness  of  it.  How  are  you  to  diagnose  for  a  cer- 
tainty phthisis  pulmonalis  in  the  first  stages?  The  microscope 
is  the  only  means  by  which  the  intelligent  physician  can  arrive 
at  the  correct  diagnosis,  and  that  always  is  closely  connected 
with  a  thorough  physical  examination.  I  will  now  give  some  of 
the  practical  uses  of  the  microscope  in  the  examination  of  the 
secretions  of  the  body.  And  I  will  not  speak  in  detail  of  Dr. 
George  Dock's,  of  Galveston,  Texas,  discover  or  investigations 
in  malarial  fevers;  his  most  excellent  paper  on  this  subject,  read 
before  the  late  Texas  State  Medical  Association  has  not  been 
published  yet.*  I  await  it  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  as  it  will 
be  full  of  thought  and  food  for  the  progressive  physician.  He 
claims  that  the  "malarial  micro-organism  has  been  found  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world  by  several  investigators  of  great  reputa- 
tion— and  are  found  in  the  greatest  abundance  during  the 
chill." 

First  Ex. — Will  be  the  urine.  We  will  examine  the  urine  for 
epithelium  tube  casts,  mucus,  pus,  blood  disks,  spermatozoa  and 
the  crystalizable  substances. 

Second  Ex. — Will  be  milk.  This  is  a  great  unexplored  field 
for  the  progressive  physician.  There  are  thousands  of  children 
being  torn  away  from  the  world  to-day  on  account  of  our  lack  of 
knowledge  in  this  field.  Not  only  ought  we  to  be  able  to  make  a' 
microscopical  examination  but  we  should  be  able  to  make  a  close 
chemical  examination  of  this  all-important  food. 

Third  Ex. — Saliva  and  Sputum.  This  is  impossible  to  do 
without  the  use  of  the  microscope. 

Fourth  Ex. — Of  vomited  matters.  The  most  ignorant  mind 
can  see  the  importance  of  even  a  very  low  power  microscope  for 
this  matter. 

Fifth  Ex.  —Of  intestinal  discharges.  Some  of  the  most  ludi- 
crous mistakes  have  been  made  right  on  this  line,  where  the 
physician  did  not  have  the  microscope  to  aid  him  in  arriving  at 
conclusions.    Taking  for,  and  believing  that  potato  peelings  and 
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grape  skins,  etc.,  are  epithelium  and  mucous  membranes.  A  good 
physician  brought  to  my  office  one  day  "a  large  mucous  patch," 
as  he  called  it;  and  had  given  the  child  up  to  die;  and  when  I 
examined  the  "patch"  with  a  low  power  I  found  it  to  be  an  Irish 
potato  peeling. 

Sixth  Ex. — Vaginal  discharges.  Is  a  field  that,  as  yet  has 
been  little  cultivated,  but  is  one  of  especial  interest  to  the  gyne- 
cologist. 

Seventh  Ex. — Now  we  come  to  the  broadest  and  most  useful 
field  for  the  microscope.  In  the  etiology  of  diseases  or  the 
knowledge  of  the  causes  of  diseases.  Here  the  microscope  will 
become  indispensable  in  the  numerous  external  causes  of  disease, 
such  as  physical  or  organic  impurities  in  the  atmosphere,  soil, 
water  and  food,  vegetable  or  animal  parasites  and  disease  germs, 
with  their  relation  to  epidemic  or  endemic  disorder—  all  require 
the  use  of  this  powerful  instrument.  And  I  shall  now  skip  to 
the  last  paper,  hoping  in  the  future  to  fill  out  between.  The  ex- 
amination for  bacteria  (or  "bug"  as  some  of  my  good  friends 
call  them).  Bacteria  are  extremely  minute.  And  to  get  it  well 
before  your  minds  I  will  do  so  by  comparison.  A  red  blood  cor- 
puscle is  .3500  to  .4500  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  now  it  would 
take  750,000  to  1,000,000  bacteria  (or  "bugs")  cells  to  equal  one 
blood-cell  or  globule;  and  some  species  fall  far  below  this  size  while 
others  would  excel  it.  The  rapidity  with  which  they  multiply, 
small  as  they  are,  is  by  no  means  insignificant,  "Cohn  has  that 
a  species  undergoing  fission  once  an  hour,  which  is  not  too  high 
an  estimate  for  some  species  under  favorable  circumstances, 
nearly  17,000,000  offsprings  at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours, 
while  in  about  a  week  the  number  could  be  represented  only  by 
fifty-two  figures,  so  that  is  practically  meaningless  to  the  ordi- 
nary mind."  And  further  he  adds  for  comparison,  "if  they  were 
twice  the  size,  and  reproduced  this  fast  they  would  produce  928,- 
000,000  cubic  miles,  the  volume  of  the  ocean,  in  the  short  space 
of  five  days,  if  none  were  destroyed."  What  wonder  if  the 
germs  of  putrification  and  disease  are  well  nigh  omnipresent. 
Practically,  how  easily  will  these  small  bacteria  (or  "bugs")  be 
transmitted  by  the  physician  and  surgeon,  and  especially  the 
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deadly  puerperal  bacteria.  Dr.  Foster,  of  Amsterdam,  and  his 
pupil,  Wassing,  "tound  that  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  disinfect 
the  hands.  Thirteen  men  were  examined  in  this  way  (with  the 
microscope)  after  they  had  most  painfully,  and  diligently  disin- 
fected fingers,  etc.,  according  to  prescribed  methods  in  vogue;  the 
time  employed  to  brush,  disinfect  and  trim  the  hands  varies  from 
two  to  ten  minutes,  the  solutions  used  here,  carbolic  acid  and 
sublimate  combined  with  soap,  and  only  one  doctor's  hands 
found  to  be  perfectly  clean  and  free  from  bacteria.  [Annals  of 
Surgery,  February,  1888,  page  153.] 

Gentlemen  be  careful  about  your  hands  and  persons,  and  study 
the  microscope  every  day  of  your  professional  lives.  Who  knows 
but  what  my  friend  Dr.  Fort  may  find  a  perfect  solution  to  "Ma- 
ternal Impressions"  by  this  wonderful  instrument.  It  may  be  in 
an  undeveloped  ovum;  we  don't  know,  but  scientific  investigation 
may  develop  the  facts  in  the  case. 

I  would  refer  the  student  for  further  information  to  a  paper 
read  before  the  American  Academy  of  Science  by  Samuel  W. 
Nelson,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  published  in  the  "Journal 
of  American  Medical  Association,"  May  25,  1889.  Also  to  a 
paper  read  before  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  in  1889, 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  by  Dr.  George  Dock,  of  Galveston, 
Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

POTASSII  MTRAS  IN  CHILL  AND  FEVER 


BY  J.  D.  HUNTER,  M.  D. ,  NEW  ORLEANS. 


HILL  AND  FEVER  frequently  resists  the  curative  influ- 


ences  of  quinine  and  arsenic,  tends  to  become  chronic  and 
very  protracted,  leading  to  great  physical  exhaustion  and  incura- 
ble organic  lesions. 

I  have  discovered  that  potassii  nitras  is  an  unusually  effective 
agent  in  the  treatment  of  chill  and  fever.  To  speak  summarily, 
I  have,  during  the  past  five  years,  tested  it  most  fully.    At  least 
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•sixty-five  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  tested  have  been  cured  by  the 
administration  of  a  single  dose;  35  per  cent,  were  uninfluenced  by 
repeated  doses.  The  best  results  were  obtained  when  the  drug 
was  administered  during  the  premonitory  stage;  which  usually 
ushers  in  the  chill.  Twenty-five  or  thirty  grains  given  at  this 
period,  will  either  abort  the  chill,  or  materially  shorten  its  dura- 
tion. The  febrile  stage  is  correspondingly  shortened,  or  reduced 
to  a  minimum.  A  second  dose  is  seldom  required;  relapse  is  in- 
frequent. Recent  attacks,  as  well  as  protracted  conditions,  were 
alike  cured  by  the  administration  of  a  single  dose,  while  cases 
apparently  similar,  corresponding  in  character  and  duration, 
were  not  relieved.  Other  forms  of  intermittent,  not  associated 
with  chill,  were  not  benefitted  in  a  single  instance. 

In  the  employment  of  potassii  nitras,  I  have  kept  the  cases 
treated  under  close  observation,  and  have  observed  the  greatest 
accuracy  in  noting  results.  At  my  request,  a  few  physicians  in 
the  country,  where  chill  and  fever  prevails  extensively,  have  em- 
ployed the  salt.  Their  experience  was  identical  with  mine  as  to 
the  unusual  rapidity  and  permanency  of  cures;  the  proportion  of 
•cures  have,  however,  not  equalled  mine. 

That  a  disorder  extending  over  a  protracted  period  of  months 
-or  years,  characterized  by  the  regular  occurrence  of  periodic  ma- 
larial paroxysms,  and  presenting  the  characteristic  evidences  of 
•chronic  malarial  poisoning,  should  be  instantaneously  cured  by 
the  administration  of  a  comparatively  infinitesimal  quantity  ot 
potassii  nitras,  a  rapid  restoration  to  health  following  without 
subsequent  treatment  and  without  relapse,  does  not  accord  with 
'Our  experience  in  the  use  of  medicine,  and  may  justly  be  held  as 
new  and  unusual. 

I  have  no  theory  to  offer  in  explanation  of  the  action  of  the 
alt.    To  attempt  to  render  a  reason  would  be  a  mere  matter  of 
•doubtful  speculation. 

The  clinical  history  and  pathological  results  of  the  malarial 
poison  have  been  profoundly  studied  and  most  fully  elucidated, 
notably  in  the  great  work  of  Prof.  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  of  this 
•city;  but  of  the  peculiar  paroxysmal  phenomena  arising  from  the 
action  of  the  malarial  poison  in  the  system,  our  knowledge  is 
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merely  speculation;  many  elaborate  theories  have  been  offered,, 
but  they  amount  to  little  more  than  a  plausible  hypothesis. 

Is  the  the  malarial  poison  an  organism?  This  theory  is  ac- 
cepted as  the  most  rational  view,  yet,  though  claimed  to  have 
been  proven,  it  has  not  been  fully  and  satisfactorily  demonstrated 
to  be  a  fact. 

If  the  poison  is  an  organism,  are  the  manifestations  in  the 
system — chill  and  fever,  intermittent,  remittent,  congestive,  per- 
nicious, etc.,  due  to  the  intensity  of  the  cause,  degree  and  rapid- 
ity of  development  and  reproduction,  or  to  some  modifying  prop- 
erty in  the  system  invaded,  or  is  there  a  variety  of  organisms, 
each  differing  in  effect  and   determining  the   special  result? 

Scientific  research  has  failed  to  throw  any  new  light  on  the 
subject.  Without  positive  demonstration,  the  whole  matter,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  may  be  considered  as  veiled 
in  profound  darkness. 

In  order  to  determine  the  exact  value  of  potassii  nitras  in  the 
treatment  of  chill  and  fever,  I  would  request  the  profession  to 
give  it  a  full  and  careful  trial,  and  favor  us  with  the  result  of 
their  experience,  through  this  journal  or  by  direct  communi- 
cation. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  morbid  conditions  of  the  system 
wThich  we  are  called  upon  to  treat,  particularly  in  the  Southern. 
States,  are  of  malarial  origin,  or  are  aggravated  by  a  pre-exist- 
ing malarial  cachexia,  consequently  this  subject,  more  than  any 
other,  should  enlist  the  attention  of  every  Southern  physician. 
Prof.  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  has  given  to  the  profession  a  work 
which,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  is  held  to  be  the  most 
thorough  and  complete  on  this  highly  important  subject.  Every 
physician  who  practices  in  a  malarial  region  should  possess  his 
volumes,  and  study  them  carefully. 


The  "Dixie  Doctor"  is  the  name  of  the  latest  addition  to 
the  medical  journals  of  America.  It  is  a  neat  two-column  pam- 
phlet of  twenty  pages  of  text,  issued  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  edited  by 
T.  H.  Huzza,  M.  D.    Vol.  i.,  No.  i,  is  a  neat  little  book. 
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Correspondence. 

LETTER  FROM  DR.  LOWRY.— HIS  CASE  OF  EXTR  AUTERINE 
PREGNANCY. 


Sax  Antonio,  Texas,  February  10,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV  s  lexas  Medical  Journal: 

Some  weeks  ago  I  wrote  for  the  Courier-Record  of  Medicine  the 
history  of  a  case  which  I  termed  "Extra-Uterine  Pregnane}'." 
The  criticisms  through  your  journal  have  been  such  as  to  war- 
rant me  in  claiming  at  your  hands  a  brief  hearing  in  reply. 

Those  who  write  for  medical  journals  may  expect  to  have  their 
productions  carefully  scanned  by  their  professional  brethren,  and 
just  criticisms,  delivered  in  a  fair  and  courteous  manner,  should 
•give  no  offense.  In  the  vast  unlimited  domain  of  general  medi- 
cine and  surgery  there  is  so  much  to  know,  and  the  best  of  us 
"know  so  little  that  we  all  feel  our  weakness  and  ignorance  when 
we  contemplate  the  subject,  and  are  not  surprised  nor  offended, 
when  our  mistakes  are  pointed  out  to  us  in  a  proper  spirit.  But 
when  we  are  held  up  to  ridicule,  and  made  to  appear  ignorant  of 
things  that  any  tyro  in  medicine  ought  to  know,  we  feel  that  the 
Tigitimate  fruits  of  just  criticism  are  lost,  and  that  the  channels 
of  current  medical  literature  are  being  diverted  from  their  proper 
course. 

Let  me  briefly  outline  the  history  of  this  case:  I  was  called 
to  see  a  woman  seven  months  pregnant,  after  the  membranes  had 
ruptured  and  a  large  quantity  of  water  had  flowed  away.  I  found 
on  palpation  of  the  abdomen  the  outlines  of  a  uterus  about  the 
size  of  a  child's  head  just  above  the  symphysis  pubis  and  in  the 
median  line.  To  the  right  of  the  uterus  I  could  plainly  make 
out  the  irregular  outlines  of  a  larger  body,  which,  I  soon  found, 
was  connected  with  the  uterus  by  an  attachment  seemingly  about 
two  inches  in  diameter,  with  just  space  enough  between  the  two 
bodies  to  allow  the  tips  of  the  fingers  to  be  pressed  down  and 
definitely  outline  the  connection.  Digital  examination  revealed 
an  os  patulous,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  allow  the  free  introduc- 
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tion  of  the  finger.  I  explored  the  uterine  cavity,  however,  with 
a  large  blunt  sound,  and  found  it  perfectly  empty.  Deflecting 
the  sound  to  the  right  side  of  the  uterus  in  the  region  of  the  Fal- 
lopian opening,  it  readily  passed  through  an  outlet  into  the  cav- 
ity which  contained  the  irregularly  shaped  body  before  men- 
tioned, which  could  be  easily  felt  and  which  afterwards  proved 
to  be  a  foetus.  In  an  experience  with  many  hundreds  of  obstet- 
rical cases,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  this  was  a  novel  situation  to. 
me.  What  was  the  actual  condition  of  things,  and  what  was  to 
be  done?  Would  it  be  possible  to  dilate  the  os,  pass  the  hand 
into  the  uterus  and  then  through  this  second  opening  and  remove 
the  foetus  pet  vias  naturalisf  Or,  if  this  was  impossible,  would 
laparotomy  become  necessary,  and  when?  The  woman  resting 
in  comparative  comfort,  there  was  no  occasion  for  hasty  action. 

In  about  two  days  the  foetal  head  could  be  felt  in  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus;  expulsive  pains  came  on  and  a  very  small  child  was 
delivered  without  instrumental  interference.  The  placenta  was 
retained.  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterine  cavity  and 
again  found  it  empty;  I  followed  with  my  hand  the  cord  through 
an  opening  in  the  ;  eg ion  <?/the  tubal  attachment  into  the  cavity 
where  the  foetus  had  first  been  found.  Here  I  also  found  the 
placenta  adhered  to  the  inner  surface  of  this  sac  or  cavity,  and 
succeeded  in  detaching  it.  Hemorrhage  was  not  profuse,  and 
the  woman  made  a  good  recovery.  Further  examination  to  con- 
firm some  points  in  the  diagnosis  was  not  allowed.  Now,  these 
are  the  facts  in  the  case.  Each  reader  can  draw  his  own  conclu- 
sions. I  am  well  aware,  that  Fallopian  tubes  do  not  often  con- 
tain full  term  foetus,  although  so  renowned  a  writer  as  Thomas 
says,  <lExtra-uterine  pregnancy  of  any  variety  may  reach  full 
term,  no  injury  resulting  to  mother  or  child."  I  am  also  aware 
that  the  hand  cannot  be  thrust  through  a  Fallopian  opening  and 
tear  a  placenta  from  the  abdominal  viscera  with  impunity.  Nor 
do  I  contend  that  this  was  a  case  of  tubal,  abdominal,  intestitial,. 
or  ovarian  pregnancy.  But  I  do  contend  that  it  was  an  unique 
and  peculiar  case  of  ectopic  gestation — a  case  of  £r//<z-uterine 
pregnancy,  in  the  literal  meaning  of  that  term;  and  while  the 
foetus  was  not  contained  in  the  Fallopian  tube,  perhaps,  as  that 
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tube  is  usually  found  developed  in  such  pregnancies,  still  there 
was  some  development,  growth,  prolongation,  horn,  or  attach- 
ment just  where  the  tube  is  found;  that  this  growth  was  not  the 
uterus,  but  only  connected  to  it  by  a  narrow  neck;  that  it  must 
also  have  been  connected  with  the  Fallopian  tube,  else  impreg- 
nation could  not  have  taken  place  in  it,  and  it  must  have  been 
composed  of  muscular  tissue,  as  the  foetus  was  forced  out  of  it. 

Now,  I  have  not  sought  to  make  a  wonderful  case  out  of  this, 
but  simply  to  state  the  facts  as  I  understood  them,  and  arrive  at 
a  rational  conclusion  as  to  the  actual  condition.  While  several 
have  cried  out  "mistaken  diagnosis,"  when  I  have  really  made 
no  diagnosis  at  all;  still  of  the  many  criticisms  that  I  have  read 
in  public  print,  and  private  letters  received,  only  two  have  offered 
any  explanation  of  the  case.  One  of  these,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  your  journal,  explained  the  matter  by  saying  that  I 
had  mistaken  a  natural  pregnancy  with  hour-glass  contraction  of 
the  uterus  for  tubal  pregnancy.  Now,  in  reply  to  this,  laying  aside 
many  things  that  might  be  said,  I  submit  that  a  uterus  in  the 
throes  of  a  three  days  hour-glass  contraction,  would  be  more 
wonderful,  than  a  tubal  pregnancy  at  full  time.  Another  ex- 
planation, submitted  in  a  private  letter,  with  drawing  attached, 
by  a  prominent  professor  and  surgeon,  was,  that  the  pregnancy 
took  place  in  a  horn  of  the  uterus  which  projected  from  its  body 
at  the  point  of  tubal  attachment  on  the  right  side.  That  as  the 
foetus  grew,  the  horn  enlarged,  except  near  the  uterus,  which 
gave  the  appearance  of  two  bodies  connected  by  a  constricted 
attachment.    This  seems  a  very  rational  explanation. 

S.  T.  Lowry. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  ROSSER. 


Dallas,  Texas,  January  27,  1890. 
Editor  DcrnieV s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Having  severed  my  editorial  connection  with  the  Texas  Courier- 
Record  of  Medicine,  I  am  of  course  deprived  of  the  very  valuable 
exchanges  that  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  enjoy,  and  not 
wishing  to  be  interrupted  in  the  reading  of  your  Journal.,  I  here- 
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with  hand  you  S2  and  advise  you  to  number  me  among  your 
subscribers  and  supporters. 

I  have  appreciated  your  friendly  courtesies  during  the  brief 
period  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  an  editorial  contemporary, 
and  although  I  have  retired  from  the  journalistic  field,  I  have 
still  the  same  regard  and  enthusiasm  toward  the  profession  of 
Texas,  and  for  her  literature  and  institutions.  I  have  daily  more 
reason  to  be  proud  that  I  am  in  some  manner  identified  with 
them. 

Recently  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  entertained  by  my  friend 
Dr.  Paine,  in  Galveston,  at  which  time  I  took  occasion  to  visit 
the  Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital.  I  freely  confess  that 
we  have  there  a  nucleus  of  which  I  had  no  intelligent  idea. 

The  school  is  equipped  very  well  in  a  general  way,  and  the  de- 
partment of  Dr.  Dock  has  bsen  furnished  with  facilities  for  teach- 
ing pathology  and  microscopy,  of  which  the  majority  of  older 
schools  can  not  boast. 

The  John  Sealy  Hospital  which  is  a  magnificent  structure, 
costing  about  $70,000,  supplies  ample  clinical  material.  Of  the 
faculty,  nothing  of  their  well  earned  character  need  be  said,  for 
they  are  our  friends  and  neighbors,  and  we  know  them.  And 
now  Texas  on  account  of  her  medical  institution,  her  medical 
press,  her  medical  associations  and  her  medical  profession  may 
well  be  congratulated.    Truly  yours, 

[  C.  M.  Rosser. 


OASTRO-IXTESTINAL  CATARRH.— DR.  WILSON'S  CASES. 


Red  Rock,  Texas,  January  23,  1890. 
Ed ito  r  Da  n  ieTs  Tex  a  s  M ed ica  I  Jo  u  rn  a  I  : 

While  I  deeply  and  profoundly  sympathise  with  our  profes- 
sional brother,  Dr.  Wilson,  in  his  great  bereavement,  permit  me 
to  make  a  few  suggestions  that  may  prove  of  benefit  to  our  pro- 
fession. Not  that  I  deem  myself  capable  of  instructing  a  large 
number  of  our  brethren,  but  my  ideas  may,  perhaps,  be  in  ac- 
cord with  some,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  of  advantage  to  others. 
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In  gastrointestinal  catarrh,  or  the  summer  complaint  of  chil- 
dren, I  have  had  quite  a  large  experience,  and  in  so  far  as  the 
symptoms  and  general  course  of  the  disease  runs,  they  are  all 
pretty  much  alike,  therefore  a  discussion  of  these  is  unnecessary, 
and  I  will  merely  give  such  treatment  as  I  have  found  to  be  the 
most  successful;  I  have  usually  adopted  this  course: 

When  the  patient  is  first  seen,  and  that  is  generally  after  the 
case  has  progressed  several  days,  or,  in  some  cases,  weeks,  I 
commence  the  treatment  with  a  full  dose  of  calomel,  in  order  to 
unload  the  bowels  of  any  hardened  feces  that  may  be  there,  and 
to  arouse  the  portal  circulation;  if  this  should  be  accomplished, 
I  then  prescribe  the  following  formula: 


R  .  Creta  Prep.  2  3 

Aqua  Pura  6  3 

Tr.  Opii.  80  gtt 

Camp.  Tr.  Opii.  120  gtt 

Oil  Sassafras  60  gtt 

Tr.  Camphor  120  gtt 

Acitatis  Plumbi  20  grs 


Which  I  call,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  chalk  mixture.  I 
order  it  given,  if  the  case  is  severe,  from  one-third  to  one  tea- 
spoonful  every  two  hours,  if  not  so  severe,  the  same  dose  after 
every  operation,  followed  at  night  with  a  dose,  according  to  age, 
of  hydrarg.  cum  creta.  The  little  sufferer  is  to  be  well  nourished, 
and  to  have  incorporated  in  the  aliment  a  small  dose  of  pepsin. 

I  agree  with  you  that  there  is  no  specific;  but  the  above  course 
has  given  me  better  results  and  more  satisfaction  than  any  other 
I  have  tried.  I  only  use  quinine  after  the  disease  has  been  sub- 
dued.   I  then  give  it  together  with  syrup  of  iodide  ferri. 

But,  Mr.  Editor,  it  often  happens  that,  with  this,  as  with  all 
other  remedies,  we  are  doomed  to  disappointment.  We  often 
see  our  little  patient  gradually  sink,  until  death  closes  the  scene. 

All  we  can  then  do  is  to  look  up  to  Him  who  orders  all  things 
right,  and  submit  to  the  divine  behest  with  becoming  Christian 
fortitude,  feeling  assured  that  if  we  prove  but  a  tithe  as  gifted 
as  they,  we  will  one  day  see  them  again.       Yours,  etc 

J.  F.  Perry. 
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SWEATING  FEET. 

Whitney,  Texas,  February  3,  1890. 
Editor  Daniels  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

I  see  extensively  copied  from  journal  to  journal,  the  article  on 
"Sweating  of  feet,"  wherein  is  recommended  chromic  acid.  Let 
me  state  I  have  found  nothing  comparable  to  tannic  acid.  This 
should  be  freely  applied  after  each  washing  of  feet.  Tannic  acid 
produces  discoloration  of  the  parts,  but  that  is  of  little  moment. 
It  is  most  effective  in  preventing  sweating,  and  overcomes  all 
odor.  R.  G.  Williams,  M.  D. 


Society  Notes. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Office  of  the  Executive,.  \ 
Austin,  Texas,  Feb.  10,  1890.  j 

To  the  Membets  of  the  Association — Greeting: 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  our  by-laws,  and  conform- 
ity to  a  time-honored  custom,  it  is  incumbent  on  your  Executive 
to  remind  you  that  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Association  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Fort  Worth,  the  fourth 
week  in  April,  beginning  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  the  22nd 
day,  and  sitting  as  usual,  four  days. 

You  are  hereby  cordially  and  earnestly  invited  to  be  present 
and  participate  in  the  deliberations  of  the  convention;  and  to 
lend  your  aid  in  the  laudable  undertaking  for  which  this  organi- 
zation was  instituted. 

It  is  expected  that  business  of  unusual  importance  will  come 
before  this  meeting;  several  important  committees  will  report; 
and  a  number  of  papers  on  various  subjects  connected  with  the 
science  of  medicine  have  been  promised.  Reforms  admittedly 
needed  will  be  recommended  to  be  at  once  inaugurated;  and  it  is 
especially  desirable  that  a  full  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
brotherhood  of  he  State  should  be  had. 

Of  the  inducements  to  attend,  other  than  the  scientific  interest 
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promised  by  a  large,  and  it  is  expected  harmonious  gathering  of 
able  men  of  the  profession,  it  is  scarcely  the  province  of  your 
Executive  to  speak;  but  judging  from  precedent,  a  spirit  of  emu- 
lation has  been  engendered,  which  will  stimulate  the  committee 
of  arrangements  to  endeavor  to  at  least  equal  all  past  efforts  in 
the  way  of  entertaining  our  guests  in  a  social  way;  the  pride  of 
the  citizens  will  be  enlisted,  and  it  is  safe  to  promise  you  on  their 
behalf,  and  that  of  the  professional  brethren  of  that  modern 
wonder  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  a  programme,  the  recol- 
lection of  which  will  ever  dwell  a  pleasing  memory  with  those 
who  shall  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  present. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  will  doubtless  see  that  most 
favorable  rates  of  transporatation  will  be  secured  over  the  sev- 
eral railroads  centering  in  that  city,  which  by  the  by,  is  alike 
easily  accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  is  as  nearly  cen- 
tral as  any  point  which  could  have  been  chosen. 

Come!  Be  with  us,  heart  and  soul;  and  use  your  best  influence 
with  your  professional  brethren  who  are  not  members  to  accom- 
pany you. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  am  Doctor,  cor- 
dially yours,  R.  M.  Swearingen,  M.  D.,  President. 
Official: 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


TRAVIS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Regular  meeting  for  the  report  of  cases,  December  12,  1889. 
Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  president,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Morris  reported  a  case  of  puerperal  eclampsia  followed  by 
septic  infection.  Ten  grains  of  antipyrine,  with  five  of  pulv. 
doveri  was  sufficient,  in  each  instance,  to  control  the  exarceba- 
tion  of  fever,  the  temperature  remaining  down  from  four  to 
eight  hours,  and  accompanied  by  profuse  perspiration. 

Dr.  Weller,  a  case  of  unusually  prompt  conception  after  de- 
livery. The  child — apparently  at  full  term — was  born  just  nine 
months  and  twenty  days  after  the  birth  of  one  fully  developed 
and  at  full  term. 

Dr.  Bennett  called  attention  to  the  danger  of  producing  epi- 
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didymitis  in  some  cases  of  stricture  of  the  urethra,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  sounds.  Saw  it  caused  at  three  different  times,  in  the 
same  subject,  by  their  use. 

Dr.  Denton  related  the  history  of  a  case  of  pedunculated  sub- 
mucous fibroid  tumor  of  the  uterus.  Hemorrhage  more  or  less 
profuse,  had  existed  at  intervals  for  five  or  six  months.  The 
tumor  was  grasped  with  forceps,  drawn  through  the  os,  and  ex- 
cised.   Complete  recovery  soon  followed. 

Dr.  Tyner  described  an  exceedingly  rare  anomaly  found  in  his 
practice.  A  boy,  age  twelve,  myopic  from  birth,  with  ectropion 
and  total  absence  of  the  iris  in  both  eyes.  Both  lenses  were  dis- 
located upwards,  and  for  the  last  few  months,  cataractus.  There 
was  abundant  room  below  each  of  the  opaque  lenses  for  the  ad- 
mission of  light,  and  useful  vision,  which  he  did  not  have  before,, 
given  him  by  the  adjustment  of  proper  glasses. 

B.  F.  Church,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  this  enterprising  and  progressive 
Society  will  hold  its  next  quarterly  meeting  in  the  city  of  Austin, 
on  the  fourth  Thursday  in  March  (proximo).  The  meeting  will 
be  held  in  the  new  capitol  building,  which  has  been  fitted  up  as 
a  Medical  Club  Hall.  The  membership  numbers  nearly  seventy- 
five,  and  embraces  a  majority  of  the  leading  physicians  in  the 
section  contiguous  to  Austin.  It  is  also  rapidly  gaining  ground, 
and  its  proceedings  are  full  of  interest.  Some  excellent  papers 
were  read  and  discussed  at  the  last  meeting,  which  we  hope  to 
lay  before  our  readers  in  due  time.  The  programme  will,  as 
usual,  be  promulgated  in  circular  form,  and  sent  to  members  and 
others,  and  a  large  and  important  meeting  is  anticipated. 

The  Tri-State  Sanitary  Association  will  meet  at  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  February  27  inst.,  and  hold  two  days  session.  Dr. 
Harvy  Reed,  of  Ohio,  is  President,  and  Dr.  G.  D.  Garrison  is 
Secretary.  The  object  of  the  convention  is  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  floods  and  their  results,  from  a  sanitary  standpoint,  and 
the  best  methods  of  managing  the  sanitary  interests  of  a  com- 
munity after  such  a  calamity. 

We  regret  that  the  announcement  was  received  too  late  to  be 
given  in  detail  in  our  last  issue. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  CCLLAECSATCPwS     

Dr.  R.  M.  Swcaringen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra.  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyncr,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine.  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osbi^n,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Term. 


OFFICIAL  PREPARATIONS  OF  UNCERTAIN  STRENGTH. 


The  time  is  rapidly  approaching,  and  is  near  at  hand  when  a 
committee  composed  of  delegates  from,  and  representatives  of  all 
chartered  medical  and  pharmaceutical  bodies  in  the  United 
States  will  meet  in  the  national  capital  to  revise  the  United 
States  pharmacopoeia. 

It  behooves  all  thinking  medical  men  to  take  an  interest  in  this 
matter;  for, — as  a  valued  contemporary  says, — ''progress  in  phar- 
macy is  progress  in  medicine;"  and  the  physician  is  beset  with 
no  greater  evil  than  that  which  he  encounters  daily  in  the  varia- 
ble and  uncertain  effects  of  official  remedies,  because  of  their 
variable  and  uncertain  strength. 

The  pharmacopoeia  is  the  standard  and  guide  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  drugs  and  medicines  which  he  daily  uses  in  his  prac- 
tice; and  a  physician's  failure  or  success  as  a  practitioner  is 
largely  influenced  by  the  means  he  employs  in  the  treatment  of 
disease.  Experience  has  demonstrated  many  of  the  methods  of 
preparation  heretofore  practiced  by  pharmacists  in  accordance 
with  directions  given  in  this  work,  to  be  defective  and  unsatis- 
factory; and  every  decade  there  is  a  revision;  those  remedies  and 
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preparations  which  have  been  found  to  be  worthless  have  been 
thrown  out;  and  others  added,  as  the  investigation  of  pharma- 
cists, or  observation  and  experience  of  ph}7sicians  have  developed 
new  drugs,  or  better  modes  of  preparation.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  there  are  many  defects  in  the  present  system;  this  has 
been  abundantly  demonstrated  in  the  experience  of  the  profession 
in  the  ten  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  last  over-hauling. 

But  there  are  none  more  glaring  and  palpable  than  in  the  di- 
rections given  for  making  tinctures  and  fluid-extracts.  When  it 
is  considered  that  the  amount  of  "virtue"  in  a  specimen  or 
package  of  a  crude  drug,  whether  leaves,  root,  seeds  or  bark, 
depends  so  largely  on  the  source  whence  octained,  the  mode  of 
curing,  packing,  shipping;  the  age,  surroundings  as  to  heat  or 
moisture,  exposure  or  protection  etc.;  for  in  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  drugs,  the  active  principle  is  of  a  volatile  or  easily  decom- 
posable nature,  it  can  be  readily  seen  how  absurd  are  the  direc- 
tions given  in  the  United  States  pharmacopoeia  which  require 
that  one  gramme-of  drug,  regardless  of  its  quality,  shall  make 
one  cubic  centimetre  of  fluid  extract.  It  is  about  as  definite  as 
if  one  should  say,  "take  a  piece  about  the  size  of  a  lump  of 
chalk." 

The  necessity  of  a  standard  as  to  the  virtue  or  active  principle 
in  the  crude  drug  in  the  preparation  of  fluid  extracts  or  tinctures 
is  clearly  manifest  in  the  preparation  of  the  toxic  drugs;  the 
strength  of  the  extract  depends,  of  course,  upon  the  the  strength 
or  per  cent,  of  the  alkaloid  or  oil  (in  many  instances)  resident  in 
the  crude  material;  and  in  case  of  poisonous  drugs  like  bella- 
donna or  aconite,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  thera- 
peutic value  of  these  preparations  should  be  as  definite  as  phar- 
maceutical skill  can  make  them.  All  practitioners  will  recall 
the  disapointment  and  vexation  they  have  experienced,  when, 
perhaps  in  some  critical  case,  they  have  cautiously  administered, 
say,  a  tincture  of  aconite,  and  gradual^,  drop  by  drop,  increased 
the  dose  till  the  limit  of  safety  in  their  judgment  has  been 
reached,  and  observed  no  physiological  effects  on  the  patient. 
This  fact  is  so  well  know  that  it  is  useless  to  argue  the  point. 

But  who  is  to  fix  this  standard?    It  seems  to  us  that  the  com- 
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mittee  who  have  the  authority  to  revise  the  pharmacopoeia  should 
be  empowered  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  to  fix 
the  standard  of  all  assayable  preparations.  A  suitable  commis- 
sion should  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  prepa- 
rations of  the  market,  allowing  a  reasonable  margin  for  the  varia- 
tionjin  the  quality  of  the  finished  product;  an  assayer  for  each  dis- 
trict might  be  appointed,  and  in  this  way  the  difficulty  com- 
plained of  could,  in  a  great  measure,  be  remedied.  There  is, 
however,  no  fund  available  for  this  purpose  at  present. 

But  is  there  not  a  better  plan?  Let  the  standard  strength  of 
extracts  and  tinctures  be  fixed,  and  let  them  be  assayed,  and  re- 
quired to  conform  to  this  standard  when  put  upon  the  market. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  the  intelligent  and  progressive 
manufacturers,  of  Detroit,  and  whom  we  regard  as  the  physician's 
friend  and  ally,  long  ago  saw  the  glaring  defect  we  have  just  al- 
luded to,  and  on  their  own  hook  put  on  the  market  a  number  of 
preparations  of  standard  strength,  which  they  call  "Normal 
Liquids."  As  these  manufacturers  are  in  direct  contact  with 
physicians,  and  reach  them  through  the  local  pharmacists,  the 
medical  profession  were — dissatisfied  with  the  uncertain  strength 
of  the  U.  S.  P.  tinctures  and  fluid  extracts— easily  and  quickly 
induced  to  try  them.  The  results  were  uniform  and  satisfactory, 
and  a  big  demand  and  extensive  sale  was  the  result.  "Normal 
Liquids"  soon  took  the  place,  to  a  large  extent,  of  the  "official" 
preparations,  both  on  the  shelf  of  the  apothecary  and  in  the  doc- 
tor's "saddle-bags." 

Why  not  adopt  "Normal  Liquids"  as  a  name,  and  officially 
require  the  same  standards?  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  nor  any  other 
house,  have  any  interest  in  the  name  "Normal  Liquids."  It  is 
not  patented;  nor  protected  by  trade-mark.  They  only  suggest 
it  as  indicative  of  an  ascertaijied  arid  tt7iiform  stjength — a  standard 
— the  very  thing  that  is  wanted;  and  even  should  the  adoption 
into  the  U.  S.  P.  of  the  formula  used  by  them  redound  largely, 
or  even  exclusively  to  their  profit  commercially,  we  know  of  none 
more  worthy  to  receive,  nor  better  entitled  to  such  results.  But 
were  this  done,  all  chemists  would  have  an  equal  right  to  manu- 
facture "Normal  Liquids"  by  the  methods  communicated,  and 
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it  would  be  reduced  to  a  question  of  enterprise  in  business;  or  of 
the  superiority  of  the  commodity  offered,  as  to  profits.  The 
medical  profession  and  the  sick  would  get  the  real  benefit. 
Should  we  hesitate  to  institute  a  much  needed  reform  because 
sotre  one  may  be  benefited  by  it  pecuniarily?  If  we  understand 
the  relation  existing  between  the  two  professions,  pharmacy  and 
practice  of  medicine,  they  are,  or  ought  to  be,  reciprocal;  it  is 
the  function  of  the  one  to  say  what  he  needs  in  business,  and  of 
the  other  to  supply  it  of  the  quality  required;  and  of  that  quality 
the  U.  S.  P.  should  be  the  judge  and  authority.  And  who  is  better 
suited  to  making  suggestions  for  corrections  in  impracticable  for- 
mula in  a  pharmacopoeia  than  manufacturing  chemists,  who,  by 
long  experience,  have  become  familiar  with  the  needs  of  the 
medical  profession? 

If  anyone  can  suggest  anything  better  as  a  substitute  for  the 
very  lax  and  unsatisfactory  status  of  ''official"  flnid  extracts  and 
tinctures  of  a  well  investigated  and  important  drug,  we  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  of  it,  and  will  lend  the  voice  of  the  Journal  to  its 
advocacy. 

Will  antipyrine  and  antifebrine  be  officially  recognized?  We 
fear  that  such  pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  that  their  incor- 
poration in  the  forthcoming  pharmacopoeia  will  naturally  follow. 
There  is  not  the  shadow  of  question  as  to  the  great  remedial 
value  of  these  wonderful  chemicals;  but  it  is  a  great  pity  and 
misfortune  that  both  should,  as  they  are,  with  a  number  of 
others,  be  patent  medicines,  and  fot eig7i  at  that;  yet,  with  many 
of  the  best  physicians  they  have  become  indispensable;  and  it 
seems  to  us,  patent  or  no  patent,  it  is  only  a  question  of  time 
when  such  preparations  will  be  recognized  as  official.  Then — in 
the  name  of  consistency — why  squabble  over  "Normal  Liquids," 
because  a  manufacturing  chemist  proposed  the  formula  and  has 
no  right  in  the  name? 


Death  of  Dr.  Lewis. — We  regret  exceedingly  to  announce 
the  death  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Lewis,  of  Mexia;  he  died  December  28, 
1889.  The  doctor  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Journal,  and 
a  gentleman  of  some  literal  reputation. 
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Medical  News  and  Miscellany 


We  club  with  the  Cosmopolitan  at  $3.50  a  year.  Read  the 
announcement. 


The  University  of  Nashville  and  Vanderbilt  University  will 
hold  its  annual  commencement  February  26,  inst.  We  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  an  invitation — a  beautifully  executed  illumi- 
nated card — through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Jos.  D.  Becton,  a  gradu- 
ate; son  oi  ex- President  E.  P.  Becton,  of  Sulphur  Springs, 
Texas. 


Removals. — Dr.  I.  H.  Brewton,  from  Center  Point  to  Flores- 
ville. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Kellar,  from  New  Berlin  to  Luling. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Pugh,  from  Hearne  to  New  Birmingham. 

Dr.  Sam  I.  Fox,  from  Plantersville  to  Willis. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Walker,  from  Sublime  to  Schulenburg. 

Dr.  L.  W.  Cocke,  late  of  San  Marcos,  and  more  recently  of 
Boerne,  has  removed  to  Laredo.  He  has  organized  the  Rio 
Grande  Medical  Society,  and  reforms  have  been  instituted. 


Married. — January  29th  ult.,  Dr.  W.  H.  Seale,  of  Marqueze, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Beulah  Johnson,  of  Centre  Point. 

Dr.  Geo.  Mott  and  Miss  Josie  Jordan,  at  Kountze,  Texas,  No- 
vember 25,  1889. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Noble,  of  Barclay,  Texas,  to  Miss  Eunice  Little,  of 
Temple.  December  19,  1889. 


The  Best  Opening  in  East  Texas  for  an  Active  Physician. — 
For  sale:  A  good  home,  and  a  practice,  worth  $3000  a  year.  Good 
dwelling  with  all  necessary  accessories;  one  hundred  acres  rich 
land;  thirty  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation;  good  water. 
Two  churches,  postofhce,  good  schools,  etc.  A  bargain,  liberal 
terms.  Address:  A.  T.  Perkins,  M.  D.,  Patroon,  Shelby  coun- 
ty, Texas. 
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Small-pox  in  Texas.— Quarantine  Officer  A.  S.  Wolff,  of  the 
Brazos-Santiago  Station,  is  at  Rio  Grande  City,  where  the  small- 
pox has  broken  out  in  an  aggravated  form.  The  doctor  had 
vaccinated  four  hundred  people,  and  says  the  work  is  not  one- 
fourth  done.  He  hopes  to  be  able  to  suppress  the  epidemic  soon, 
but  says  some  of  the  ranches  are  perfect  pest-houses.  A  singu- 
lar fact,  and  one  that  makes  much  against  his  success,  is  that 
Mexicans  will  bring  their  children  hundreds  of  miles  in  order  to 
expose  them  to  infection,  saying  that  as  "everybody  must  have 
small-pox,  it  is  better  to  have  it  in  childhood."  Dr.  Wolff  will 
make  a  final  report  to  the  Journal  when  the  work  is  finished. 


Died — At  his  home,  Tyler,  Texas,  January  20,  ultimo,  Dr. 
U.  G.  M.  Walker,  aged  53  years.  Dr.  Walker  was  a  native  of 
Alabama,  and  was  born  in  Dallas  county,  in  that  State,  March 
4,  1836.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Nashville,  class 
of  1857.  During  the  war,  he  was  Surgeon  of  Flournoy's  regi- 
ment; later  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Medical  Exam- 
iners of  Walker's  Division,  and  still  later  Chief  Surgeon  of  the 
Division.  He  served  in  the  Texas  Legislature  in  1872.  The 
physicians  of  Tyler  held  a  meeting  and  passed  resolutions  of  re- 
gret at  his  death,  and  testified  to  the  high  esteem  in  which  the 
departed  brother  had  always  been  held.  Dr.  Q.  A.  Shuford  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting. 


Sorry  He  Said  It. — Mr.  J.  H.  Chambers,  publisher,  of  St. 
Louis,  wrote  the  Journal  a  sharp  and  witty  letter  on  receipt  of 
the  January  number.  He  didn't  like  our  comments  on  his  letter 
to  the  medical  press,  and  said  so.  In  that  letter  among  other 
ridiculous  things,  he  said:  "The  Annals  has  no  use  for  the 
general  medical  journals."  He  authorizes  us  now  to  say  that  that 
utterance  was  indiscreet,  and  that  it  wis  not  intended  by  any 
means  to  say  that  the  Annals  held  the  other  journals  as  worth- 
less, but  that  they  were  not  necessaiy  to  the  Annals.  But  for 
our  "free  ad."  he  says  he  has  placed  our  "worthy  journal  upon 
the  Annals  of  Surgery  exchange  list."  Thanks;  small  favors, 
etc. 
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Flowers. — The  flower  catalogue  of  V.  H.  Hallock  &  Son,  of 
Queens,  New  York,  is  certainly  "a  thing  of  beauty,"  and  if  not 
"a  joy  forever,"  its  perusal  gives  great  pleasure  to  flower  lovers, 
at  least  for  a  season.  We  have  carefully  read  it,  and  can  truth- 
fuliy  say  that,  quality  considered,  their  prices  for  plants,  bulbs 
and  seeds  are  surprisingly  low.  The  house  caters  especialty  to 
the  Texas  trade,  and  is  offering  extraordinary  inducements  to 
Texas  buyers  in  the  way  of  plants  especially  suited  to  this  clim- 
ate. By  the  by — a  circular  sent  out  by  this  firm  is  embelished 
with  a  picture  of  Sam  Houston,  and — by  way  of  anti-climax  or 
antithesis  or  anti-something — one  of  Tom  Ochiltree!  Houston 
is  the  Texas  idol, — but  Tom  Ochiltree? — Well,  Hallock  meant  it 
for  a  joke,  we  presume,  or  to  typify  his  mammoth  "Big  Sun- 
flower," or — an  idea  strikes  us — they  meant  Tom  for  a  type  of 
the  "lilies  of  the  field" — which  "toil  not;"  and  as  to  purple 
and  fine  linen,  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  never  gotten  up  so 
regardless — nor  held  such  hands  at  poker.  Send  for  Hallock's 
Floral  Catalogue. 

Dr.  Yoakum  upon  presenting  a  paper  to  his  medical  society, 
prefaced  his  remarks  with  the  following  flight,  which  we  think 
should  be  preserved  as  a  warning,  for  he  was  elected  President 
just  afterwards: 

"Gentlemen: — You  have  often  heard  of  the  far-farmed  bird  of 
freedom  with  wings  expanded  from  the  'heads  of  the  rivers  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth';  whose  fan-like  tail  cools  the  face  of  the 
silver-veiled  queen  of  night,  and  whose  ear-splitting  scream 
rouses  old  Morpheus  from  his  opium  pipe  and  shakes  the  shingles 
upon  the  wood-shed  of  Kpluribus  Unum.  You  have  also  read  of 
the  bulls  of  Bashan,  whose  fiery  eyes  burnt  holes  in  the  shirt  of 
Kingdom  Come,  and  blistered  the  cuticle  of  his  Osinominta;  and 
whose  elongated  and  active  narrative,  jerking  itself  into  knots  at 
every  stroke,  swept  the  flies  from  the  cradle  of  Orion,  and  the  ci- 
gar stumps  from  the  streets  of  Fiddler's  Green.  Neither  are  you 
ignorant  of  the  gigantic  and  multitudinous  achievements  in  the 
important  sphere  of  materia  medica,  a  sphere  whose  rapid  and 
violent  revolutions  have  never  yet  failed  to  raise  the  wind;  which 
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wind,  when  once  up,  like  Bancho's  ghost,  is  never  permanently 
downed,  but  which  wafts  prosperity  to  the  habitation  of  the  doc- 
tor to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  Of  all  these  you  have  heard,  read 
or  felt;  but  I  come  before  you  now  with  a  series  of  recent  reme- 
dies, the  very  mention  of  whose  effects  can  not  fail  to  elevate  the 
hair  upon  your  learned  parietals  and  open  your  optics  like  a 
muscle  with  the  ague." 

At  this  point  the  Association  collapsed,  our  reporter  fainted  and 
was  carried  to  the  nearest  saloon  and  revived  with  a  glass  of  ice 
water. — Exchange. 

Personals. — Dr.  A.  B.  Gardner,  of  Bellville,  is  at  the  New 
York  Polyclinic,  and  will  take  a  three  months  course.  He  di- 
rects the  Journal  to  be  sent  to  him  there. 

Dr.  P.  K.  Wortham,  of  Meridian,  Bosque  county,  has  removed 
to  Waco. 

Dr.  O.  M.  Conerly,  whose  removal  to  Bevins,  was  announced 
to  take  place  January  ist,  has  concluded  not  to  move;  his  address 
is  as  before,  Wayne,  Cass  county. 

Vice  President  I.  E.  Clarke,  T.  S.  M.  A.,  of  Shulenburg,  is  at- 
tending the  New  York  Polyclinic;  will  be  back  in  time  to  ''take 
in"  the  big  meeting  at  Fort  Worth  in  April. 

Dr.  O.  L.  Williams  has  removed  from  Chapel  Hill  to  Oak 
Cliffs,  Dallas. 

Dr.  John  H.  Pope,  once  President  of  Texas  State  Medical 
Association,  is  located  at  Lithia  Springs,  Ga.,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  nervous  diseases,  and  treatment  of  opium  and  other 
bad  habits. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Rosser  has  retired  from  the  co-editorship  of  the 
Courier  Record, — a  big  loss  to  that  journal.  He  has  associated 
himself  with  Dr.  J.  S.  Letcher  in  practice  in  Dallas.  The  Doctor 
appreciates  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  and  getting  it 
no  longer  as  an  exchange  sends  in  his  subscription,  pledging  his 
support;  all  of  which  is  very  gratifying.  See  the  Doctor's  letter 
in  this  number. 

Dr.  Wm.  Osborn,  of  Axtelle,  whose  place  was  advertised  for 
sale,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal,  has  found  a  pur- 
chaser, and  has  removed  to  New  Birmingham,  Rusk  county. 
Dr.  Rogers,  of  New  Birmingham,  has  removed  to  Axtelle. 


Philips'  Cod  Liver  Oil 

EMULSION. 

Selected  Norway  Cod  Liver  Oil  (50  per  cent.;  combinded  with  Phosphates.  A 
true  Kmulsion  without  Saponification. 

The  most  minute  subdivision  of  the  oil  globulus  yet  accomplished  in  an  emulsion 
is  herein  presented,  insuring  perfect  miscibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid, 
ease  of  administration  and  digestibility.    It  is  palatable  and  permanent. 

This  preparation  is  not  advertised  to  the  public  and  has  the  largest  pre- 
scription patronage  of  any  emulsion  in  the  United  States. 

Put  up  in  6  oz.  and  14  oz.  bottles.  A  pamphlet,  with  formula,  photo-micrographic  il- 
lustrations, etc.,  mailed  upon  application. 


PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOfl. 

In  this  prepartion  the  fat  of  the  Cocoa  bean  is  wholly  retained  and  pre-digested  by 
means  of  Pancreatine,  It  is  a  delicious  food  beverage  rendered  assimilable,  and 
is  nourishing  to  a  high  degree. 

Besides  its  adaptability  as  a  substitute  for  tea  and  coft'ee  in  daily  use.  and  as  a 
convenient  and  reliable  Article  of  diet  in  the  sick  room,  it  is  particularly  rec- 
ommended in  many  conditions  of  debility  where  a  supply  of  carbonaceous  food 
as  indicated,  but  where  there  is  difficulty  attending  the  digestion  of  the  ordinary  fatty 
foods.    Correspondence  solicited. 

wtSS^:SSwlf£SS^'  Comp1  The  Chas,  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA.  S       7  7  PINE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


Publisher  s  Notes. 


The  original  imported  Hoff's  Malt  Extract,  Tarrant's,  is  the 
only  malt  that  ever  received  a  reward  of  merit  in  Germany.  It 
received  the  bronze  medal  at  the  Hamburg  Exhibition  last  year, 
and  was  awarded  the  first  order  of  merit  (a  silver  medal)  at  Mel- 
bourne, Australia.  To  prevent  substitution,  specify  "Tarrant's" 
when  prescribing  Hoff's  Malt. 


The  Jenness  Miller  Magazine  for  February  sustains  the 
high  reputation  that  it  has  already  won,  and  contains  in  its  table 
of  contents  a  list  of  subjects  calculated  to  attract  attention. 

The  physical  culture  article  by  Miss  Jenness  has  many  valu- 
able suggestions,  and  the  second  chapter  in  the  serial  story, 
4 'The  Philosopher  of  Driftwood,"  by  Mrs.  Jenness  Miller,  is  full 
of  strong  and  absorbing  interest. 

"The  History  of  St.  Valentine's  Day,"  by  Laura  Giddings, 
suggests  a  new  and  unique  form  of  entertainment  for  modern 
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society,  and  a  discussion  of  "Men's  Dress,"  by  Mrs.  Jenness 
Miller,  is  full  of  ideas  that  would,  if  accepted,  be  a  graceful  in- 
novation upon  prevailing  fashions  in  the  masculine  attire. 

An  article  on  the  "Etiquette  of  Cards  and  Calling,"  will  give 
a  great  many  valuable  hints  to  women  generally. 

The  Magazine  is  exquisitely  illustrated,  and  for  original  and 
artistic  models  of  dress  has  no  rival  among  the  fashion  publica- 
tions of  the  day. 

Indeed,  the  aim  of  the  editors  and  publisher  seems  to  be  to 
furnish  American  women  with  ideas  which  shall  outvie  those  of 
foreign  origin. 

Warner's  Antiseptic  Pastilles. — Following  a  suggestion 
recently  made  by  Dr.  C.  vSeiler  in  the  Medical  Record,  Messrs. 
William  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  the  well-known  pill  and  compressed 
pastille  manufacturers,  of  Philadelphia,  are  now  placing  on  the 
market  antiseptic  pastilles  for  the  treatment  of  certain  nasal  af- 
fections. These  pastilles  are  not  only  powerfully  antiseptic  and 
comparatively  innocuous,  but  also  distinctly  deodorant,  as 
sodium  bicarbonate,  sodium  biborate,  sodium  benzoate,  sodium 
salicylate,  menthol,  and  oil  of  wintergreen  enter  into  their  com- 
position. One  of  the  pastilles  makes  two  ounces  of  a  lotion  or 
spray  for  the  nostrils,  and  it  is,  according  to  Dr.  Seiler,  "suffi- 
ciently alkaline  to  dissolve  the  thickened  secretion  adhering  to 
the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  and  as  it  is  of  proper  density,  it  is 
bland  and  unirritating,  leaving  a  pleasant  feeling  in  the  nose.  As 
an  antiseptic  and  deodoriser,  it  is  also  far  superior  to  Dobell's 
solution,  or  any  other  non-irritating  deodoriser  and  antiseptic." 
The  pastilles  are  introduced  here  by  Messrs.  F.  Newberry  & 
Sons,  of  King  Edward  St.,  London,  E.  C. — The  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

Mellin's  Food  isa  soluble  preparation,  containing  proper  pro- 
portions of  those  nitrogenous  and  phosphatic  matters  which  are 
essential  for  the  healthy  growth  of  a  child,  but  are  not  easily 
obtained  in  prepared  foods  as  usually  sold.  It  is  not  only  readily 
digestible  itself,  but  it  actually  assists  to  digest  milk  or  other 
foods  with  which  it  is  mixed.  I  have  made  a  careful  experi- 
ment on  its  actual  feeding  qualities,  and  am  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  the  results.  G.  W.  Wigner,  F.  I.  C,  F.  C.  S. 
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LIFE. 


[Retiring  Address  of  W.  A.  Morris,  M.  D.,  President  Austin  District  Medi- 
cal Society,  delivered  at  the  Ninth  Quaiterly  Meeting,  at  Austin,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1889.] 

[CONTINUED  FROM  FEBRUARY  NUMBER.] 

WHEN  I  began  the  practice  of  medicine,  blood  letting  was 
resorted  to  in  all  inflammatorv  affections.  I  do  not  now 
doubt  its  great  value  in  cutting  short  manv  inflammatory  dis- 
eases, and  rendering  them  more  amenable  to  treatment.  But 
things  changed  under  my  own  observation,  and  blood  letting 
had  its  day.  Diseases  of  a  low  type  took  the  place  of  those  of  a 
more  sthenic  form,  and  venesection  waned. 
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That  blood  letting  was  an  important  agent  in  the  hands  of  our 
predecessors  in  the  cure  of  disease,  I  cannot  doubt. 

We  have  had  men  of  wonderful  capacity  to  precede  us.  Men 
of  observing  minds  and  deep  thought,  and  we  cannot  believe 
that  they  were  not  capable  of  judging— Dewees,  Sydenham, 
Rush,  Meigs,  Southward,  Smith,  and  a  host  of  others. 

Although  I  have  spoken  of  the  advancement  in  the  different 
branches  of  knowledge  in  modern  times,  we  must  not  therefore 
conclude  that  we  are  giants  in  intellect,  for  we  have  had  grand 
men  in  the  past,  with  as  much  capacity  and  observation  as  we 
have  to-day.  Step  by  step  we  are  erecting  the  superstructure 
upon  the  foundation  laid  for  us  by  them. 

Our  field  of  observation  is  enlarged;  this  generation  has  its 
part  to  perform,  it  has  the  experience  of  all  the  past.  Grand 
minds  have  gone  before  us  and  hewn  out  the  way;  therefore  let 
us  give  all  praise  to  those  men  who  have  labored  for  the  truth, 
and  spent  their  lives  in  its  service. 

Sanitary  science  is  of  recent  date.  It  has  had  a  brilliant  past, 
and  has  in  store  a  more  brilliant  future.  About  a  century  ago, 
an  English  physician,  Ambrose  Parr,  called  the  attention  of  the 
British  government  to  the  necessity  of  vital  statistics  and  a  sys- 
tem of  hygiene.  Acting  upon  his  suggestion,  although  but  im- 
perfectly, the  average  of  life  was  increased  about  two  }Tears.. 

It  has  only  been  within  the  last  twenty  years  that  it  has  taken 
an  important  hold  upon  the  public  mind.  Many  States  have 
passed  laws  creating  boards  ol  health,  and  the  wisdom  of  such 
action  has  been  fully  shown  by  a  lowering  of  the  mortality  in 
every  state  where  such  laws  have  been  in  operation.  The  death 
rate  in  many  of  our  large  cities  has  been  reduced,  in  some,  one- 
fourth,  and  in  others  even  one-third.  This  is  a  great  saving  of 
life. 

By  a  proper  system  of  hygiene,  vital  statistics  and  preventive 
medicine,  we  may  still  lessen  the  mortality,  and  ultimately  free 
our  country  from  those  frightful  epidemics  that  frequently 
scourge  our  coasts,  and  desolate  so  many  homes. 

The  researches  of  Pasteur  and  other  co-laborers  in  that  branch 
of  scientific  investigation,  have  been  of  great  value.    The  value 
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of  a  proper  system  of  sanitary  laws  (based  upon  scientific  princi- 
ples), to  mankind,  cannot  be  overestimated,  and  we  should  not 
•cease  to  agitate  this  important  question,  involving  so  much,  till 
we  can  enlighten  the  public  mind  sufficiently  to  cause  our  law- 
makers to  pass  such  laws  as  will  best  secure  the  end  in  view. 

Recent  research  in  the  physiology  of  the  brain  and  nervous 
system  has  brought  forth  important  results.  Gall  and  Spurz- 
heim,  co-laborers  and  men  of  master  minds,  took  great  interest 
in  this  subject,  and  undertook  to  analyze  the  mind  and  to  locate 
the  different  functions  of  the  brain.  They  mapped  out  the  skull 
by  its  prominences,  and  localized  certain  functions  of  the  brain. 
Although  most  of  it  was  erroneous,  they  did  a  great  deal  for 
science.  The  grand  truth  has  now  been  established  that  there 
are  centers  in  the  brain  that  preside  over  the  different  movements 
of  the  body.  The  center  of  respiration  is  located  in  the  medulla 
oblongata,  where  all  the  nerves,  both  of  sensation  and  motion, 
converge  and  center  from  above  and  below — the  great  sensorium 
commune. 

There  it  also  a  heat  center,  a  center  of  taste,  smell,  vision, 
touch,  language,  and  a  center  of  equilibrium  to  co-ordinate  mus- 
cular movements,  and  many  others  not  named,  which  have  re- 
cently been  discovered  by  the  interesting  investigations  of  Fer- 
rier,  Charcot,  Starr,  and  others. 

The  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  great  sympathetic  system 
which  presides  over  organic  life  are  now  much  better  understood. 

The  cerebrum —the  organ  of  the  mind,  the  great  emporium  of 
thought,  the  throne  of  reason  and  the  seat  of  memory,  judgment 
and  will,  whose  mandate  controls  all  the  voluntary  movements 
of  the  body, — by  virtue  of  it  man  can  look  within  himself  and 
see  his  most  intimate  structure  and  operations,  and  study  the 
laws  of  his  own  being. 

He  is  the  only  atom  of  organized  life  that,  by  the  power  of 
intellect,  pierces  the  depths  and  interprets  the  enigma  of  the 
-universe,  and  sees  in  it  the  infinite  mind  and  wisdom  that  cre- 
ated all. 

"Far  as  creation's  ample  range  extends,  the  scale  of  sensual 
mental  power  ascends." 
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He  can  contemplate  with  admiration  the  beauty  and  glory  and 
grandeur  of  the  countless  orbs  moving  in  space,  and  determine 
the  laws  which  govern  them.  He  can,  as  it  were,  weigh  the 
worlds  in  a  balance,  measure  their  size,  ascertain  their  density, 
analyze  and  comprehend  their  elements.  He  has  opened  the 
book  of  nature,  looked  back  upon  the  far  distant  past  and  read 
the  handwriting  of  time,  when  this  earth  was  a  globe  of  fire 
moving  in  space;  has  marked  out  the  different  ages,  the  first  be- 
ginnings of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  and  kept  pace  with  its 
different  changes  as  the  type  grew  higher  and  higher,  till  at  last 
it  culminated  in  man — the  highest. 

Memory:  Upon  what  tablets  are  events  written?  Who  can 
explain  that  wonderful  faculty  by  which  the  record  is  kept?" 
How  many  millions  of  impressions  are  made  upon  that  organized 
mass?  The  history  of  the  nations  of  the  earth,  their  languages, 
manners,  customs,  habits  and  literature;  impressions  carried 
from  childhood  to  old  age;  incidents  of  past  life,  the  recollections 
of  which  may  cause  emotions  of  joy  or  of  sorrow,  anguish  and 
remorse,  or  which  may  mount  the  cheeks  with  a  blush  of  shame 
and  awaken  all  the  emotions  of  the  human  soul.  All  may  be 
there  engraven,  more  permanently  than  upon  steel. 

Inasmuch  as  I  do  not  wish  to  encroach  too  much  upon  the  do- 
main of  metaphysics,  I  will  only  casually  refer  to  some  of  the 
teachings  of  the  present  day. 

It  is  taught  by  some  that  every  (sensory)  impression  made 
upon  the  brain  causes  a  change  in  its  molecular  composition  of 
an  unknown  nature,  and  a  new  arrangement  occurs,  by  virtue  of 
which  all  those  impressions  are  stored  away  for  future  use. 

Again,  it  is  the  commonly  accepted  theory  that  in  every  seven 
or  eight  years  all  the  tissues  of  the  body  undergo  a  change,  and 
that  part  that  once  existed  no  longer  exists,  but  that  new  cells 
have  replaced  the  old. 

If  the  first  theory  is  correct,  the  last  cannot  be  so,  since  the 
memory  of  all  events  would  fade  away  as  fast  as  new  cells  took 
the  place  of  the  old.  Accepting  the  proposition  as  true,  we 
must  look  upon  the  brain  as  the  complicated  instrument  through 
which  the  mind  operates  and  brings  us  into  direct  relation  with 
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the  external  world,  and  gives  us  a  consciousness  of  our  own  be- 
ing. Mind  is  most  intimately  associated  with  brain  and  nerve 
matter.  The  larger  and  more  perfect  the  brain,  all  other  things 
being  equal,  the  greater  is  the  power  and  capacity  for  thoughts 
of  the  individual. 

It  is  composed  largely  of  water,  albumin,  sulphur  and  a  little 
phosphorous.  In  some  respects  it  may  be  compared  to  a  grand 
musical  instrument,  which  when  perfectly  attuned  and  its  cords 
are  touched  by  the  hand  of  a  Mozart  or  a  Gottschalk,  pouis 
forth  the  most  enchanting  music.  The  instrument  is  inanimate 
matter  moved  upon  by  mind  external,  both  in  its  composition  and 
the  sweet  strains  of  music  evoked. 

The  brain  is  living  matter,  built  up  by  life  forces  and  operated 
upon  by  mind  innate,  associated  in  some  mysterious  manner  with 
the  organ  over  which  it  presides;  hence  the  mind  is  as  much  in- 
volved in  mystery  as  life,  and  is  as  inscrutable  as  the  unveiled 
secrets  of  eternity.  All  human  wisdom  must  bow  down  in  hum- 
ble submission  to  the  mind  and  wisdom  of  Him  who  created  the 
universe  and  governs  all  things  according  to  the  counsels  of  his 
own  will,  and  created  man,  the  wonderful  being  that  he  is. 

Then,  rational  responsible  beings  made  in  the  image  of  God, 
let  us  use  well  the  faculties  that  God  has  vouchsafed  to  us  for 
our  well  being,  and  press  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of  all 
that  is  great  and  good,  for  there  is  scarcely  a  limit  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  knowledge,  or  the  capacity  of  human  intellect. 

Man  is  not  only  an  intellectual  being,  but  he  is  also  endowed 
with  moral  qualities  which  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  cultivate. 

No  man  can  ever  reach  the  measure  and  stature  of  true  man- 
hood unless  he  combines  them  both.  More  especially  should  the 
medical  profession  aspire  to  that  exalted  position  which  talent 
and  morals  alone  can  give. 

Then  we  have  reason  to  hope,  judging  from  the  past  and  rely- 
ing upon  the  power  of  human  mind  and  thought,  that  in  the 
next  century  the  discoveries  that  will  be  made  in  the  depart- 
ments of  science,  especially  in  that  of  scientific  medicine,  will  far 
transcend  our  present  state  of  knowledge,  and  surpass  our  most 
sanguine  expectations;  and  that  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  hath 
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not  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive the  grand  achievements  in  science  which  is  in  store  for  fu- 
ture generations. 

We  have  to  deal  with  organized  matter  controlled  by  living 
forces  inherent.  Therefore  it  is  more  difficult  to  reason  from 
cause  to  effect  and  tell  with  mathematical  precision  how  much 
we  have,  or  how  much  vital  force  has  accomplished. 

There  is  no  effect  without  a  cause;  nature  itself  is  but  the  effect 
of  some  grand  cause. 

Comprehending  this  truth  more  than  two  thousand  years  ago 
Hypparchus  began  the  study  of  the  planetary  bodies  and  their 
motions,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  astronomical  science;  then  came 
Ptolemy;  then  Keppler;  then  Gallileo  and  Copernicus,  and  lastly 
Newton,  whose  power  of  thought  penetrated  the  confines  of  the 
finite  and  grasped  the  mind  of  the  Almighty  and  interpreted  the 
laws  that  govern  the  universe. 

Not  many  years  ago  a  learned  astronomer  observed  an  aberra- 
tion in  the  movements  of  the  planets  in  a  certain  part  of  the 
heavens,  and  he  reasoned  and  said  there  must  be  a  cause  and 
that  cause  a  planetary  body.  With  untiring  perseverance,  night 
after  night  he  kept  his  telescope  directed  to  that  quarter,  and  at 
last  it  moved  within  his  field  of  vision,  another  star  added  to  the 
list  already  known;  another  triumph  of  human  reason. 

The  name  Man,  originally,  meant  a  thinking  being;  then  we 
must  think.  But  'tis  only  by  the  inductive  method  of  reasoning 
and  a  close  study  of  the  laws  that  govern  living  matter  that  we 
approximate  the  truth. 

Duty  should  be  your  watchword.  Human  life  is  entrusted  to 
your  care;  the  responsibility  is  grave;  will  you  be  equal  to  the 
task?  If  so,  you  must  labor,  for  knowledge  is  not  obtained  by 
intuition. 

Says  Lord  Bacon:  "He  wTho  seeks  knowledge  truly  does  not 
seek  a  couch  whereon  to  rest  a  languid  spirit,  nor  a  terrace  for  a 
variable  mind  and  wandering  feet  to  walk  up  and  down  with  a 
fair  prospect;  nor  a  fort  and  commanding  ground  for  strife  and 
contention;  nor  a  shop  for  self-interest,  but  a  rich  storehouse  for 
the  glory  of  the  Creator  and  Ihe  relief  of  man." 
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;  There  is  for  you  no  bed  of  ease  or  downy  pillow.  No  lazy, 
indolent  man  can  discharge  his  duty.  No  sordid  one  is  equal  to 
the  task. 

You  should  visit  the  hut  or  hovel  where  poverty  dwells,  as 
well  as  the  palace  of  the  rich  where  no  want  is  known. 

You  should  go  wherever  suffering  humanity  demands  your 
aid.  No  man  has  ever  risen  to  distinction  in  any  profession, 
without  having  first  paid  the  price.  It  is  only  by  constant  toil 
and  the  use  of  the  midnight  lamp  that  the  mind  can  be  stored 
with  rich  treasures  of  knowledge,  and  when  thus  stored  and  in- 
tellect matured,  he  can,  like  the  eagle  when  soaring  aloft  from 
the  mountain  top,  view  the  plain  below,  and  go  forth  prepared  to 
make  new  and  grander  discoveries. 

Permit  me  to  say  to  the  older  men  who  are  present  to-day,  your 
pupil  age  is  not  over.  Many  of  our  distinguished  men  have 
been,  like  the  sturdy  oak,  resisting  the  storms  of  life  and  have 
worked  on  to  old  age. 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  in  his  eightieth  year  when  he  affixed 
his  name  to  that  immortal  document,  the  Constitution  of  these 
United  States. 

Humboldt's  "Cosmos"  was  finished  when  he  was  in  his  sev- 
enty-sixth year,  and  his  mind  continued  active  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  his  ninetieth  year. 

Daniel  Webster  died  in  his  eightieth  year.  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  continued  on  the  Supreme 
Bench  a  longer  term  of  years  than  any  other  man  who  had  occu- 
pied that  position. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  proper  field  of  human  action  is  hu- 
manity. Then  as  honorable,  conscientious  men  we  owe  it  to 
ourselves  and  to  humanity  to  think  and  study,  that  we  may  keep 
up  with  the  advancement  of  our  profession,  and  although  we 
may  fail  to  reach  the  summit  of  fame,  we  will  yet  have  that 
which  is  of  priceless  value, — a  consciousness  of  having  discharged 
our  duty. 

"Act  well  your  part, 
There  all  the  honor  lies." 

' 'The  steep  ascent  must  be  with  toil  subdued;  watching  and 
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care  must  win  the  lofty  prize  proposed  by  heaven, — true  bliss  and 
real  good." 

"Honor  rewards  the  good  and  great  alone; 

She  spurns  the  indolent,  the  timorous  and  base; 
Dangers  and  toil  stand  stern  before  her  throne 

And  guard,  so  heaven  decrees,  the  sacred  place. 
Who  seek  it  must  the  mighty  cost  sustain, 

And  pay  the  price  of  fame — labor  and  care  and  pain." 

The  profession  of  medicine  is  a  high  and  noble  one.  It  has 
done  more  to  alleviate  human  suffering  a  jd  to  promote  the  well- 
being  of  humanity,  and  has  distributed  more  to  charity  than  any 
other,  and  is  doing  more  to  prevent  disease,  lengthening  life  and 
making  homes  happy. 

"How  sweet  the  task  to  lighten  human  woes, 
And  sooth  the  troubled  heart  to  soft  repose. 

How  sweet  the  task  the  poor  man's  heart  to  cheer 
And  wipe  from  sorrow's  eye  the  falling  tear; 

To  clothe  the  naked, — to  give  the  hungry  bread, 
And  calm  the  tumult  of  the  dying  bed." 

Then  in  conclusion  let  me  say  to  you:  In  your  intercourse 
with  one  another,  be  honorable,  truthful  and  just.  Our  profes- 
sion is  too  honorable  and  dignified  to  be  degraded  by  petty  jeal- 
ousies or  controlled  by  ignoble  purposes.  The  older  men  in  the 
profession  should  ever  be  ready  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  the 
young  who  are  striving  for  position.  We  were  young  once.  The 
young  man  should  not  despise  the  counsel  of  his  seniors.  And, 
finally,  let  all  be  governed  by  the  golden  rule:  "Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  they  should  do  unto  you." 

"Where  heroes  war,  the  foremost  place  I  claim; 
The  first  in  danger  and  the  first  in  fame." 


"The  Snake  and  the  Dove,"  by  Annetta  J.  Halliday,  the 
complete  novel  in  the  March  Belford's,  will  be  a  genuine  treat  to 
.all  novel  readers. 
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DIAGNOSIS  IN  DISEASES. 


BY  B.  F.  BRITTAIN,  M.  D. 


[Read  before  the  Cherokee  County  Medical  Society,  and  unanimously  voted 
to  Daniel'sTexas  Medical  Journal  for  publication.] 

I ONCE  thought  I  had  the  key  to  all  the  ills  of  the  female  sex. 
In  1856  I  procured  a  copy  of  Bennet's  work  on  the  uterus. 
It  was  at  that  time  a  standard  work  on  uterine  pathology  and  the 
treatment  of  uterine  disease.  We  can  see  the  outcroppings  of  the 
teachings  of  Bennet  on  uterine  diseases  till  the  present  day.  He 
was  a  good,  forcible  writer,  and  left  his  impress  on  the  physicians 
of  the  United  States  and  his  own  country. 

His  writings  and  others  of  his  notions  have  made  it  difficult 
often  to  diagnose  the  disease  of  the  female.  They  drew  atten- 
tion so  strongly  to  uterine  inflammation  that  almost  every  symp- 
tom, whether  neuralgia,  cephalalgia,  liver  trouble,  ovarian  pain, 
irritable  bladder,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and,  in  fact,  all  the 
neurotic  symptoms  were  referred  to  uterine  inflammation  and  ul- 
ceration. When  we  were  called  to  a  case  presenting  many  of 
these  protean  symptoms  we  were  taught  to  look  to  the  womb  for 
the  cause  and,  if  inflamed,  especially  the  mucous  membrane,  it 
was  said  we  wouldjfind  as  a  sign  of  inflammation  a  mucous  dis- 
charge from  the  os  uteri.  Well,  in  fact,  this  is  partly  so,  but  it 
is  a  great  error  to  consider  a  mucous  discharge  from  the  womb  a 
sign  of  uterine  disease,  for  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus, 
like  the  schnideriau  membrane,  secretes  a  mucus  in  the  healthy 
condition. 

Then  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  before  we  diagnose  inflamma- 
tion of  the  endo-metrium,  we  must  look  for  other  signs  and 
symptoms,  than  a  mucus  discharge  alone,  or  even  accompanied 
by  pain  in  back,  irritation  of  the  bladder,  etc. 

We  find  in  the  writings  of  the  present  day  a  disposition  to  ac- 
cuse the  womb  of  the  cause  of  very  many  of  the  nervous  troubles 
of  women.  They  invite  our  attention  to  the  lacerated  cervix  or 
perhaps  to  the  lacerated  perineum  as  the  cause  of  nervous  troub- 
les by  reflex  action.    Now  the  fact  is,  fully  one-third  of  the  child 
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bearing  women  have  a  lacerated  cervix,  and  not  more  than  one 
woman  out  of  a  dozen  with  lacerated  cervix  can  justly  charge 
her  illness  to  the  laceration. 

In  making  up  our  diagnosis  of  the  diseases  of  the  female  it  is 
well  to  recollect  that  she  has  a  nervous  system,  heart,  lungs, 
stomach,  liver  and  bowels,  etc.,  and  that  each  of  these  may  and 
often  is,  diseased  independent  of  the  uterus.  I  am  not  contend- 
ing, however,  that  a  woman  cannot  have  reflex  symptoms  of 
these  organs  from  a  diseased  womb,  but  we  merely  throw  out  the 
caution  to  carefully  investigate  all  cases  before  jumping  to  the 
conclusion  of  uterine  disaease. 


A  CASE  OF  TRIPLETS. 


BY  E.  D.  CHASE,  M.  D. ,  GALVESTON. 


[Read  at  meeting  of  the  Galveston  County  Medical  Club  at  a  regular  meet- 
ing, February  10,  1890,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medi- 
cal Journal.] 

T  AM  led  to  report  this  case,  not  that  the  labor  was  remarkable 
J*  for  length,  severity,  complications,  or  otherjpoint  of  obstetric 
interest  excepting  the  number;  not  that  it  required  any  great 
amount  of  skill  or  tact  to  consummate  it;  but, [partly  from  its 
rarity;  occuring  as  it  does  but  once  in  about  6000  labors;  partly 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  I  can  find  re- 
corded for  this  city;  and  partly  to  put  it  on  record  Jas  statistics 
for  those  who  love  them,  and  as  an  item  of  curiosity  for  all. 

I  was  summoned  November  1,  1889,  at  3  a.  m.,  to  see  Mrs.  J. 
W.  H.  White,  age  27,  who  had  been  suffering  more  or  less  for 
five  or  six  days,  and  with  labor  pains  since  midnight.  This  was 
her  sixth  confinement,  the  previous  ones  all  single. 

There  was  no  record  of  plural  births  in  any  of  her  family,  but 
the  husband's  sister  had  once  given  birth  to  twins. 

I  found  a  roomy  pelvis,  vagina  well  lubricated,  the  external  os 
fully  dilated,  and  through  the  bulging  bag  of  membranes  I  could 
make  out  the  head  in  the  left  occipito-posterior  position. JgThe 
pains  were  regular  and  seemed  strong  enough,  but  [the  progress 
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of  the  labor  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  the  circumstances  seemed 
to  demand.  So  at  the  next  pain  I  sawed  across  the  tense,  bulg- 
ing membrane  with  my  finger  nail  when  it  ruptured,  and  about  a 
pint  of  fluid  came  gushing  out.  A  second  pain  almost  immedi- 
ately followed  bringing  the  child,  a  girl,  at  4  a.  m.  While  en- 
gaged tying  the  cord,  the  mother  informed  me  that  something 
was  wrong  yet.  A  hasty  examination  revealed  another  bag  of 
membranes  at  the  os,  and  a  little  later  I  could  make  out  a  foot- 
ling. As  there  was  no  longer  any  use  for  the  bag  of  membranes, 
and  the  pains  being  strong,  it  was  also  ruptured.  With  another 
gush  of  water,  and  after  a  few  pains — three  or  four — a  boy  was 
born  at  4:25  o'clock. 

Now  was  a  good  time  to  stop;  so  I  was  totally  unprepared  for 
the  cheering  anouncement  "all  isn't  right  yet,  Doctor."  This 
time  I  found  a  head  in  the  right  occipitoanterior  position.  The 
pains  seemed  now  to  have  ceased,  and  she  declared  she  would  die 
as  she  "hadn't  misery  enough  to  bring  it."  A  five  grain  qui- 
nine bi-sulphate  pill  and  a  small  toddy  with,  after  some  little  time, 
judicious  manipulation  of  the  uterus,  and  the  pains  recommenced. 
This  time  they  were  more  severe  and  lasted  longer,  but  seemed 
ineffectual.  She  wanted  to  give  it  up  two  or  three  times,  but  a  lit- 
tle assurance  that  all  was  right  and  slight  compression  over  the 
uterus,  brought  away  the  third,  a  boy,  together  with  the  pla- 
centae and  membranes,  at  6  a.  m.  The  child  was  enveloped  in 
the  placentae  and  membranes,  making  comparatively  a  large  body, 
and  doubtless  the  cause  of  the  longer,  harder  delivery.  She  was 
only  a  little  tired,  talked  and  joked  as  lively  as  ever.  In  all  her 
previous  labors  she  sat  up  within  the  hour  and  nursed  her  child, 
and  usually  got  up  and  did  her  work  after  the  seventh  day.  Af- 
ter seeing  the  babies  properly  attended  to,  I  left  the  mother  in 
charge  of  the  nurse,  to  call  again  in  the  afternoon. 

There  was  only  about  a  quart  of  fluid  expelled.  Scarcely  an 
ounce  of  blood  escaped.  There  was  a  single  and  a  double  pla- 
centa united  by  membrane.  The  girl  was  attached  to  the  single 
placenta,  the  two  boys  to  the  double  one.  There  was  only  one 
sack  for  the  boys,  therefore  no  bag  to  rupture  or  waters  to  attend 
the  delivery  of  the  third  child. 
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They  were  christened  by  the  time  I  made  my  afternoon  call,  re- 
ceiving the  names,  Mary  Elizabeth,  David  and  Joseph.  Mary 
and  David  each  weighed  2%  pounds,  and  measured  16  inches  in 
length,  Joseph  weighed  3  pounds  and  measured  17  inches.  All 
were  well  formed,  good  featured,  apparently  healthy  children, 
and  seemingly  as  well  fitted  for  the  race  of  life  as  larger  babes. 

Mary  died  of  trismus  nascentium  on  the  9th  day,  and  Joseph 
of  menengitis  on  the  13th.  Little  David  still  lives,  is  growing 
nicely,  is  healthy  and  hearty,  and  has  had  his  "la  grippe"  with 
the  rest. 


A  WEEK  OF  PRACTICE  Itf  MEXICO— THE  DOCTORS  PARADISE  (?) 


DanieV  s  lexas  Medical  Journal  : 

On  March  31st,  Dr.  F.  Paschal,  of  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  Dr. 
W.  N.  Vilas,  of  El  Paso,  and  I,  started  from  the  little  town  of 
Marfa,  for  a  drive  across  the  country,  of  seventy-two  miles,  our 
destination  this  place,  Presidio  del  Norte,  the  object  of  our  jour- 
ney, the  extraction  of  a  stone  from  the  bladder  of  a  fine  old  Mex- 
ican gentleman,  Seiior  Don  Dario  Roderiguez,  Dr.  Paschal  as 
principal,  and  Dr.  Vilas  and  myself  as  assistants.  For  about 
half  the  distance  our  road  lay  across  mountains.  We  had  a  good 
team,  goods  roads,  plenty  to  eat,  beautiful  weather,  grand 
scenery,  were  all  in  a  good  humor,  so  we  made  a  most  delightful 
trip,  and  one  that  will  long  be  remembered  as  such  by  each  one 
of  the  party.  We  reached  Presidio  del  Norte  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 1st,  about  dusk.  Dr.  Paschal  lived  in  this  town  a  number 
of  years  ago,  and  is  well  acquainted,  and  has  a  great  many  friends 
here.  We  found  the  whole  country  awaiting  to  welcome  him, 
and  to  be  healed  of  their  infirmities.  In  and  around  this  place,  I 
understand  there  are  fully  7,000  people,  and  not  a  Doctor  among 
them.  At  times  it  was  almost  pitiful,  to  see  the  poor  afflicted 
crowding  around  him  seeking  relief.    On  Sunday  morning  Dr. 
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Paschal  performed  the  lateral  operation  for  stone,  on  Don  Dario, 
and  extracted  two  stones,  of  the  uric  acid  variety.  The  patient, 
an  old  man  of  sixty-fonr  years,  stood  the  operation  well,  coming 
from  under  the  chloroform  without  a  particle  of  shock. 

After  accomplishing  the  object  of  our  journey,  we  gave  some 
attention  to  the  others  needing  it. 

On  Monday  morning  our  clinic  commenced  in  earnest,  and 
kept  up  with  but  little  intermission  the  whole  time  Drs.  Paschal 
and  Vilas  were  here,  and  in  fact  is  still  keeping  up,  though  to  a 
less  extent. 

At  the  first  I  tried  to  keep  an  account  of  the  cases,  the  disease, 
and  treatment,  but  on  the  third  day  when  I  had  reached  the 
ninetieth  case,  I  gave  up  trying.  As  there  is  no  drug  store  here, 
we  were  obliged  to  do  our  own  dispensing  of  drugs.  As  Dr. 
Paschal  spoke  Spanish  for  the  crowd,  he  would  question,  and 
examine  the  patient.  Dr.  Vilas  wrote  the  prescriptions,  while 
I  acted  druggist. 

I  brought  a  small  supply  of  medicines,  and  so  did  the  other 
two  Doctors,  but  by  the  time  they  left,  the  supply  was  nearly 
exhausted. 

I  will  try  and  give,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  principal  surgical 
operations  done  during  the  week.  On  Saturday  Dr.  Paschal 
operated  for  stone  in  bladder.  On  Monday  he  lanced  an  inflamed 
breast,  and  operated  once  for  cataract.  Tuesday  Dr.  Vilas  am- 
putated a  finger,  opened,  and  drew  off  a  pint  of  liquid  from  a 
cystic  tumor  of  the  neck,  and  operated  once  for  cataract.  Dr. 
Paschal  performed  iridectomy,  and  made  two  cataract  operations, 
and  I  operated  for  the  relief  of  urethral  stricture.  On  Wednes- 
day we  did  but  little  surgery,  the  day  being  spent  in  prescribing 
for  and  examining  patients,  Dr.  Vilas  opening  a  cheesy  tumor  of 
the  neck,  and  Dr.  Paschal  opening  an  inguinal  abscess.  Late 
that  afternoon  we  were  called  to  see  a  poor  woman,  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  right  knee.  She  had  been  unable  to  walk  for 
two  years,  and  we  saw  that  immediate  removal  was  her  only 
chance  ;  so  on  Thursday  morning,  I  amputated  the  thigh,  in  the 
upper  third,  making  the  circular  operation.  Although  the  patient 
was  very  weak  and  anaemic,  she  bore  the  operation  well  not  hav- 


334 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


ing  any  shock  whatever,  and  has  never  had  any  fever  or  bad 
symptom  since.  We  took  all  possible  antiseptic  precautions,  and 
I  did  not  disturb  the  dressings  until  the  tenth  day,  and  would 
not  riave  done  sd  then,  but  she  had  allowed  urine  to  soak  through 
to  the  wound.  In  spite  of  that,  however,  the  wound  is  healing 
nicely,  having  united  by  first  intention,  through  half  its  extent. 
That  afternoon  we  examined  rather  an  unusual  case,  that  of  a 
congenital  closure  of  the  external  auditory  canal.  The  ear  was 
merely  rudimentary  and  the  skin  was  entirely  across  the  external 
canal.  We  told  the  patient  to  return  the  next  day  to  have  an 
opening  made  in  the  skin,  but  he  did  not  put  in  an  appearance. 

Friday  we  did  no  surgery.  Saturday,  Dr.  Paschal  operated 
four  times  for  cataract,  and  I  made  the  same  operation  once. 

On  Sunday  Drs.  Paschal  and  Vilas  took  their  departure  for 
home  leaving  me  to  take  charge  of  all  the  cases. 

All  the  operations  have  proved  successful  with  the  exception  of 
one  case  of  cataract,  that  will  need  a  second  operation,  on  account 
of  a  part  of  the  capsule  of  the  lens  obscuring  the  pupil. 

Before  closing,  I  will  say  a  word  about  the  manner  in  which 
we  administered  chloroform,  and  which  I  first  saw  practiced  by  Dr. 
Paschal  in  Chihuahua.  First  giving  a  hypodermic  of  morphia 
grain,  and  atropia  i-i2oth,  we  smeared  the  lips  and  nose  well 
with  vaseline,  and  placing  a  single  thickness  of  a  thin  handker- 
chief over  the  nose  allowed  the  chloroform  to  fall  drop  by  drop 
immediately  over  the  nose.  It  is  surprising  what  a  small  amount 
it  takes  to  fully  anaesthetize  the  patient.  Sufficient  air  penetrates 
the  meshes  of  the  handkerchief,  for  safety.  In  the  three  opera- 
tions in  which  we  used  chloroform  (the  one  for  stone,  and  the 
two  amputations)  we  did  not  use  over  half  an  ounce  for  all. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  G.  Cochran,  M.  D. 


QUACKERY  RAMPAM. 

Mexia,  Texas,  March  3,  1890. 
Edito?  Daniel  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

As  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  is  to  meet  soon,  and, 
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as  usual,  I  presume,  the  subject  of  the  necessity  of  medical  leg- 
islation will  occupy  a  part  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers, I  beg  to  contribute  my  mite  of  evidence  as  to  the  existence 
■of  quackery,  and  the  necessity  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  practice. 

The  enclosed  letter  was  written  by  an  eminent  (?)  soi  disa?it 
gynecologist  and  specialist.  He  is  a  great  ignoramus;  but  many 
of  his  sort  are  practicing  under  the  authority  of  our  great  "cer- 
tificate" law,  and  there  is  no  remedy  at  present  for  the  evil. 

[the  letter.] 

 Texas  Jany  8,  '90. 

Dr.  ,  Druggist: 

dear  Sir  I  learn  that  there  is  a  small  box  of  medicine  at  your 
drug  store  for  me  or  sent  in  your  care  if  so  send  it  out  by  the 
bearer.  Also  I  sent  some  time  back  after  a  little  bill  of  drugs 
and  with  them  a  thermomiter  and  the  thermomiter  was  broken 
when  I  receivsd  it  dont  see  how  it  could  of  got  broken  in  com- 
ing from  there  to  me  will  you  please  replace  one. 

Yours  truly 

 M.  D. 

In  connection  with  the  above  I  give  you  a  new  treatment  for 
fecal  impaction  of  the  lower  colon,  as  practiced  by  an  ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  He  was  called  to  see  a 
patient  during  a  violent  paroxysm  of  straining,  pain  and  tenes- 
mus. After  making  an  examination  (?),  he  said  he  would  go 
home  and  "read  up"  before  venturing  to  say  what  was  really  the 
matter, — as  he  had  not  t?eated  a?iy  tumors  for  some  time,  and  was 
not  "up  on  tumors."  He  sent  to  town,  however,  to  get  some 
ox-gall  from  the  market,  with  which  "to  soften  the  fecal  matter." 
Next  day  he  made  a  speculum  examination,  and  with  a  wise 
shake  of  the  head  pronounced  it  a  "cancerous  tumor."  Here- 
upon he  injected  the  mass  with  carbolic  acid,  and  left. 

A  medical  friend  of  mine  was  called  in;  after  breaking  up 
the  mass  of  hardened  feces  with  a  blunt  probe,  by  the  free  use 
of  warm  soap  suds,  and  a  pint  of  sweet  oil  per  rectum,  and  two 
ounces  of  castor  oil  by  the  mouth,  he  was  enabled  to  bring  away 
the  "cancerous  tumor"  in  the  shape  of  a  gallon  or  two  of  the 
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foulest  kind  of  fecal  accumulation, — greatly  to  the  relief  of  the 
patient,  who,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  was  able  to  discrimin- 
ate, as  Dr.  Cupples  says  in  his  excellent  address  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation, — "between  the  sufficient 
and  insufficient  schools  of  medicine. 

This  is  a  fair  sample,  Doctor,  of  the  class  of  men  annually 
turned  loose, — by  the  District  Examining  Boards, — armed  with 
legal  authority  to  kill  with  impunity,  the  ignorant  and  credulous 
who  believe  that  a  "doctor"  is  a  "doctor,"  no  matter  where 
made;  and  are  able  to  see  no  difference,  except  in  such  cases  as 
the  above.    Yours,  fraternally,  R.  K.  Moss,  M.  D. 


FURTHER  SUCCESS  WITH  NITRE  AS  A  REMEDY  IN  CHILL  AN1> 

FEYER. 


Nkw  Orleans,  L,a.,  Feb.  17,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Since  I  placed  in  your  hands  for  publication  my  brief  paper 
on  potassii  nitras,  I  have  concluded  to  add  my  experience  in  its 
use  for  the  past  few  days,  which  will  be  suggestive  as  to  the 
manner  of  employing  the  salt. 

I  was  called,  on  February  4th,  to  see  a  lady  from  the  country, 
who,  for  several  months,  suffered  from  chill  and  fever;  chill  oc- 
curred on  alternate  days.  Condition  intensely  jaundiced,  con- 
siderably emaciated,  entire  loss  of  appetite,  exhausted  by  the 
least  exertion.  Ordered  thirty  grain  doses  of  potassii  nitras  to 
be  given  two  hours  before  the  time  of  chill,  and  another  similar 
dose  when  symptoms  of  chill  occurred.  No  chill  took  place. 
The  same  doses  ordered  on  the  next  alternate  day;  no  recurrence 
of  chill,  and  no  further  medication  employed.  Jaundice  cleared 
up  completely,  appetite  restored,  convalescence  established.  Pa- 
tient discharged  February  12th. 

Was  called  on  Wednesday  to  see  a  young  lady  of  the  city, 
who  was  seized  with  chill  and  fever  the  preceding  Sunday. 
Chills  occurred  at  6  o'clock,  every  evening.  Gave  quinine 
sulphas  for  two  days,  with  no  beneficial  result.  Ordered  thirty 
grain  doses  of  potassii  nitras,  to  be  given  as  in  the  case  above 
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detailed.  No  chill  took  place  on  the  first  day;  on  the  second 
day,  at  the  hour  of  six,  the  usual  symptoms  of  chill  were  felt. 
A  thirty  grain  dose  of  the  salt  was  at  once  given,  with  the  effect 
of  immediate  abortion.  No  further  medication;  patient  is  now 
attending  to  her  usual  household  duties. 

I  visited,  on  Sunday  at  two  o'clock,  a  railroad  engineer,  who 
was  attacked  with  chill  and  fever,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the 
preceding  Thursday.  Chill  occurred  daily  about  twelve  o'clock, 
continuing  one  hour,  followed  by  fever  which  lasted  eight  hours. 
Found  patient  with  high  fever;  temperature,  1040  S.  L,.  Gave 
ten  grains  antifebrin;  profuse  perspiration  and  lowering  of  tem- 
perature to  990  followed.  Fever  rose  again  at  four  o'clock;  tem- 
perature at  eight  o'clock,  1030.  Fever  continued  as  heretofore 
until  ten  o'clock.  Ordered  forty-five  grains  of  potassii  nitras  to 
be  given  at  ten  o'clock  next  day,  and  a  similar  dose  when  symp- 
toms of  chill  were  felt.  No  chill  took  place.  At  ten  o'clock  the 
succeeding  day  forty-five  grains  of  the  salt  was  again  given,  with 
instructions  to  take  a  similar  dose  on  occurrence  of  chill;  no  chill 
occurred.  Patient  was  permitted  to  resume  his  occupation  on 
Thursday,  with  instructions  to  report.  In  two  other  cases  (also 
railroad  men),  identical  with  this,  the  paroxysms  were  shortened 
but  a  cure  was  not  effected. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  contracted  chill  and  fever  while 
on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Failing  to  obtain  relief,  he  came 
to  New  Orleans  for  treatment.  Chill  occurred  on  alternate  days, 
followed  by  fever  of  ten  hours  duration,  and  exhausting  sweats. 
Found  relief  from  quinine  and  arsenic;  relapses  were  frequent. 
So  confident  was  I  of  success  that  I  promised  a  speedy  cure. 
Gave  thirty  grains  pottassii  nitras  two  hours  preceding  chill; 
another  dose  when  chill  occurred.  In  this  case  no  beneficial  re- 
sult followed.  The  chill,  fever  and  sweat  were  of  the  usual  in- 
tensity and  duration.  Sixty  grain  doses,  given  in  the  same  man- 
ner on  the  next  alternate  day,  resulted  in  a  like  failure.  Inter- 
rupted the  chill  with  quinine  sulphate  and  oil  of  black  pepper, 
in  large  doses.    Patient  is  now  upon  this  treatment. 

Chill  and  fever  is  of  unusual  occurrence  in  New  Orleans,  con- 
sequently the  field  for  observation  is  limited.    The  majority  of 
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cases  treated  by  me  were  from  the  country  and  were  of  long 
standing.  At  least  four-fifths  of  the  cures  effected  were  in  cases 
of  a  chronic  character,  which  did  not  yield  to  quinine  or  arsenic. 
Failures  may  be  expected  in  recent  cases. 

To-day  a  young  man  called  at  my  offce,  suffering  from  a  small 
gluteal  abscess  and  a  fissure  of  anus.  Upon  opening  the  abscess 
and  cauterizing  the  fissure,  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  chill. 
Administered  spirits  of  ammonia  and  brandy.  Condition  un- 
changed after  a  lapse  of  fifteen  minutes;  temperature  960  S.  L. 
Surface  cold  and  clammy,  teeth  chattering,  face  blue  and 
pinched.  I  thought  of  potassii  nitras,  and  concluded  to  hazard 
a  dose.  Gave  thirty  grains.  Within  seven  minutes  chill  ceased, 
temperature  normal,  circulation  re-established.  Within  ten 
minutes  from  the  time  of  administering  the  salt,  the  patient  was 
on  the  street  walking  home.  This  is  to  me  a  new  experience. 
Heretofore  I  employed  the  salt  only  in  chills  presumably  mala- 
rial. To  abort  a  malarial  chill  has  heretofore  been  difficult,  nay, 
I  may  say  impossible  of  accomplishment.  To  abort  and  at  the 
same  time  to  effect  a  radical  cure  approximating  uniformity  with 
a  few  grains  of  a  simple  salt,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  without  prece- 
dent in  medical  experience. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  D.  Hunter,  M.  D. 


Society  Notes. 


JOHNSON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  this  flourishing  Society,  the  members 
agreed,  on  recommendation  of  President  T.  C.  Osborn,  to  take 
clinical  notes  of  all  cases  of  pneumonia  coming  under  their  ob- 
servation, with  especial  reference  to  prodromata,  duration  and 
termination;  the  presence  of  herpetic  eruption  on  the  lips,  etc., 
and,  if  present,  what  significance  said  eruption  had  as  a  prog- 
nostic indication;  to  report  to  the  Society  once  a  month  the  re- 
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suits  of  their  observation,  a  record  to  be  kept  of  such  notes,  and 
a  tabulated  report  to  be  made  at  annual  meeting. 

The  following  officers  were  elected,  each  for  one  year:  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  C.  C.  Francis;  First  Vice-President,  Dr.  G.  B.  Colby; 
Second  Vice-President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Wagley;  Secretary-Treasurer, 
(ex-President)  T.  C.  Osborn;  Censors,  Drs.  Osborn,  Keating  and 
Wagley. 

The  annual  message  of  the  President,  Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  was 
delivered.  On  motion,  a  copy  of  the  message  was  voted  to 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  for  publication.* 

The  subject  of  catarrhal  fever,  as  the  term  has  been  applied  to 
the  continued  form  of  fever  prevailing  in  Texas,  was  then  dis- 
cussed. Dr.  Francis  led  the  discussion,  and  after  giving  several 
reasons  for  his  belief,  thought  the  term  a  misnomer. 

Dr.  J.  L,.  Wagley  concurred  with  Dr.  Francis  in  opinion  that 
the  term  was  not  applicable  to  our  typho-malarial  fever,  but  was 
mildly  deserving  consideration  in  many  of  the  cases  met  in  this 
section,  of  a  continued  form  of  fever  which  never  developed  ty- 
phoid conditions,  only  so  far  as  the  hyperemic  condition  of  the 
mucous  membrane  was  concerned,  which,  on  account  ot  frequent 
discharges  of  mucus  from  the  bowels,  gave  a  slight  significance 
of  its  catarrhal  nature. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn  concurred  with  the  others  that  it  was  a  mis- 
nomer, and  unworthy  of  discussion,  only  as  an  emphatic  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Society  denying  the  assertions  made  by  a 
writer  in  the  medical  journals,  endeavoring  to  change  the  old 
name,  typho-malarial,  to  catarrhal  fever.  He  did  not  deny  that 
there  was  a  catarrhal  fever,  and  cited  influenza  as  a  t}rpical  form 
of  it,  and  perhaps  the  asthmatic  condition  known  as  hay  fever 
might  also  be  clearly  classed  as  catarrhal.  The  typho-malarial, 
or  malarial  typhoid  fever,  as  he  was  accustomed  to  recognize  it, 
was  as  appropriately  named  as  any  other  disease,  and  required 


*On  account  of  an  unusual  press  upon  the  columns  of  the  Journal  for 
the  past  few  months,  the  address  has  not  yet  been  published.  It  will 
appear  at  an  early  date,  and  the  attention  of  our  readers  will  be  called  to  it. 
It  is  of  unusual  interest  and  practical  importance. — Ed. 
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no  change  in  its  title  to  make  it  better  understood  and  more 
amenable  to  treatment.  If  the  downward  flow,  as  the  term 
catarrhal  strictly  meant,  was  to  be  used  outside  the  fever  of  in- 
fluenza, he  could  see  no  reason  why  dysentery  and  diarrhoea 
were  not  as  much  interested  in  the  new  application  as  any  other 
disease  on  the  necrological  shelves. 

Dr.  Menefee  concurred  with  the  others  in  denying  that  our 
continued  form  of  fever  was  in  any  sense  catarrhal. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Wagley  reported  a  case  of  inflammatory  croup,  which 
he  had  recently  encountered  in  his  practice,  the  patient  dying  on 
the  day  of  the  disease,  in  spite  of  the  best  directed  treat- 
ment. Statistics,  he  said,  proved  that  90  per  cent,  of  such  cases 
prove  fatal  in  from  one  to  five  days.  He  had  laid  himself  out 
to  adopt  the  best  treatment  in  this  case  that  was  advised  by  the 
most  eminent  authorities,  only  to  see  the  same  result  as  had  been 
everywhere  observed. 

The  essayist  being  absent,  his  name  was  continued  to  the  next 
meeting. 

A  motion  was  adopted  to  make  croup  the  snbject  for  the 
next  discussion,  Dr.  J.  L.  Wagley  leading. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  2  o'clock  p.  m., 
on  Thursday,  December  10th. 

T.  C.  Osborn,  M.  D.,  Sec'y  J.  C.  M.  S. 


CONCERNING  THE  TENTH  INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  CONGRESS* 


no  West  14th  Street. 
New  York,  March  7th,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV  s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  General  of  the  Tenth  Inter- 
national Congress  to  give  the  greatest  possible  publicity  to  the 
circular,  the  main  points  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  to  j'ou 
with  the  request  that  they  be  published. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  Jacobi,  M.  D. 
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INVITATION  FOR  AN  INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC 

EXHIBITION. 

In  connection  with  the  Tenth  International  Medical  Congress, 
to  be  held  in  Berlin,  between  the  Fourth  and  Tenth  of  August, 
there  is  to  be  an  International  Medical  and  Scientific  Exhibition. 
The  exhibits  will  be  of  an  exclusively  scientific  nature,  as  fol- 
lows: 

New  and  improved  scientific  instruments  and  apparatuses  for 
biological  and  strictly  medical  purposes,  inclusive  of  apparatuses 
for  photography  and  spectral  analysis  as  far  as  applicable  to 
medicine. 

New  objects  and  preparations  in  pharmacological  chemistry 
and  pharmacy. 
New  foods. 

New  or  improved  instruments  subservient  to  any  of  the  de- 
partments ot  medicine,  including  electrotherapy. 

New  plans  and  models  of  hospitals,  convalescent  homes,  and 
disinfecting  and  bathing  institutions  and  apparatuses. 

New  arrangements  for  nursing,  including  transportation, 
baths,  etc. 

New  apparatuses  in  hygiene. 

Applications  or  inquiries  inscribed  "Ausstellungs-Angelegen- 
heit,"  and  accompanied  with  a  printed  card  containing  the  name 
and  address  of  the  firm  thus  applying,  ought  to  be  directed  to 
the  Secretary  General,  Dr.  O.  Lassar,  Carlstrasse,  No.  19,  Berlin, 
N.  W.,  Germany. 

R.  Virchow,  President. 

K.  von  Bergmann,  E.  Leyden,  W.  Waldeyer,  Vice-Presi- 
dents. 

O.  Eassar,  Secretary  General. 

TENTH  INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  CONGRESS. 

(To  be  held  in  Berlin,  between  the  fourth  and  tenth  of 
August,  1890.) 

The  Journal  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  passenger  agent 
of  the  Netherlands-American  Steam  Navigation  Company,  New 
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York,  and  publishes  the  following  extracts  for  the  information 
of  those  who  contemplate  attending  the  Congress: 

"Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  (the  Secretary  of  the  A.  M.  A.),  is  Sec- 
retary of  the  American  Medical  Association's  Committee  on 
Transportation.  He  has  made  special  arrangements  with  our 
line  for  the  passage  of  the  members  who  will  attend  the  Congress 
this  summer.  Our  line  was  chosen  because  we  sail  directly  to 
the  European  continent,  and  our  landing  ports,  Rotterdam,  Am- 
sterdam, Boulogne,  etc.,  are  so  well  situated,  being  in  the  center 
of  all  European  points  likely  to  be  visited,  that  from  there  the 
principal  cities  are  reached  at  a  minimum  expense.  Our  steam- 
ers are  large,  magnificent  passenger  boats,  provided  with  all 
modern  improvements,  and  having  such  accommodations  as  to 
fully  insure  the  comfort  of  the  passengers.  For  members  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  the  rate  will  be  $90  for  accom- 
modations classed  A;  $105  for  those  AA,  per  berth  and  round  trip 
to  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam  or  Boulogne,  etc.  These  rates  are  to 
be  obtained  by  applying  to  Dr.  Atkinson  for  a  certifioate,  and 
they  include  a  free  passage  to  London,  via  Flushing  Queenboro, 
one  way,  on  the  outward  trip,  for  those  who  desire  to  visit  that 
city.  We  reserve  the  very  best  located  rooms  for  the  members 
of  the  Medical  Association  (provisionally),  in  the  steamers  sail- 
ing between  May  10th,  and  July  19th,  which  we  hold  up  to  a 
certain  latest  date  for  each  departure." 

If  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal  intend  going  to  the 
Congress,  they  can  get  all  the  necessary  information  as  to  the 
time  of  sailing  of  this  line  of  steamers,  etc.,  by  writing  to  the 
General  Passenger  Agent,  at  39  Broadway,  N.  Y. 


CHEROKEE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Cherokee  County  Medical  Association  held  its  regular 
meeting  on  the  2nd  inst.  The  President  being  absent,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Johnson,  Vice-President,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

The  meeting  was  pleasant  and  profitable.  The  ordinary  busi- 
ness being  finished,  the  reading  of  papers  was  called.  Dr.  B.  F. 
Brittain,  of  Jacksonville,  responded  with  an  interesting  paper  on 
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the  importance  of  "Proper  Diagnosis  in  Female  Troubles."  The 
paper  was  well  received.  Dr.  Brittain  is  an  old  practitioner, 
posted  in  his  profession  and  his  advice  on  those  important  sub- 
jects may  well  be  listened  to. 

The  paper  elicited  remarks  from  several  of  the  members,  and 
by  unanimous  vote  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  Daniel's  Texas 
Medical  Journal  for  publication. 

The  Committee  on  Collective  Investigation  then  reported 
through  Dr.  L.  D.  Guinu  on  "Black  Jaundice,  its  Etiology,  Path- 
ology, Treatment,  etc." 

The  etiology  was  generally  believed  to  be  malarial  poison. 
The  pathology,  from  the  continued  effects  of  the  poison  upon  the 
system,  the  liver  fails  to  act  properly  and  in  consequence  thereof 
the  bile  is  eliminated  through  the  skin  and  kidneys,  thus  pro- 
ducing the  yellow  appearance  of  the  skin,  and,  by  breaking 
down  the  small  blood  vessels,  hemorrhage  of  the  kidneys.  The 
treatment  provoked  most  discussion.  Dr.  B.  F.  Brittain  gives 
calomel  in  small  doses  first,  last  and  all  the  time.  He  does  not 
use  any  special  diuretics,  nor  does  he  object  to  quinine,  but  thinks 
there  are  cases  in  which  it  may  be  used  to  advantage,  and  would 
give  morphine  and  atropine,  if  necessary.  Dr.  Frazer  said,  he 
used  calomel  and  gave  diuretics  for  all  they  are  worth.  He  gives 
ergot,  cannabis  indica,  etc.,  to  control  hemorrhage  in  some  cases, 
and  does  not  think  he  ever  saw  a  case  die  from  loss  of  blood, 
but  thinks  they  usually  die  from  suppression  of  urine;  uses  mor- 
phia and  atropia  to  control  vomiting  and  produce  rest.  Counter 
irritation  to  stomach  and  spine,  quinine  when  indicated.  Dr. 
Evans  uses  calomel  and  diuretics,  quinine  towards  the  last  and 
does  not  think  opiates  admissible,  and  when  given  it  is  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  kidneys;  uses  counter  irritation.  Drs.  Guinn, 
of  Rusk,  and  Smith,  of  Gent,  both  use  about  the  same  treat- 
ment as  the  rest,  except  they  differ  from  Dr.  Evans  in  the  use  of 
opiates.  Dr.  Smith  uses  opium  and  ldudanum,  Dr.  Guinn  mor- 
phia and  atropia  hypodermically. 

All  agree  that  in  this  formidable  enemy  elimination,  generally, 
is  of  great  importance.  After  this  lively  discussion  the  Associa- 
tion elected  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year:  Dr.  B.  F.  Brittain,. 
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President;  Dr.  A.  H.  McCord;  First  Vice  President;  Dr.  J.  H. 
Evans,  Second  Vice  President;  Dr.  J.  R.  Roland,  Third  Vice 
President;  Dr.  J.  K.  Frazer,  Secretary;  Dr.W.  B.  Pullen,  Assist- 
ant Secretary. 

Drs.  McCord,  Evans,  and  Guinn,  of  Rusk,  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee on  Collective  Investigation. 

The  essayists  and  subjects  are  as  follows:  Dr.  McCord,  Post 
Partem  Hemorrhage.  Dr.  Collins,  The  Best  and  Safest  Anaes- 
thetic. Dr.  J.  N.  B.  Guinn,  Slow  Fever.  Dr.  Roland,  Physio- 
logical Action  of  Atropine. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Alto,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
April.  J.  F.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

J.  H.  Evans,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
Rusk,  January,  1890. 


THE  TERRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Dr.  F.  S.  White,  President,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Fowler  reported  a 
case  of  uterine  hemorrhage  which  notwithstanding  the  adminis- 
tration of  astringents,  failed  to  procure  its  arrest.  Dr.  Callagan  was 
called  in  and  not  obtaining  the^consent  of  the  patient  to  make  an 
examination,  agreed  with  Dr.  Fowler  to  prescribe  bi.  chl.  sol. 
ferri  as  a  wash  and  Donavan's  sol.  internally;  the  hemorrhage  was 
arrested  and  patient's  condition|greatly  improved. 

Dr.  Jones  thought  it  a  manifestation  of  scrofula,  and  that  the 
hemorrhage  was  the^resultjof  ulceration  and  that  the  above  treat- 
ment effected  a  cure. 

Dr.  Smiley  held  that]  continued  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus 
was  a  symptom  of  grave  lesion  and  should  incite  a  thorough 
examination  'as  it  will  commonly  demonstrate  the  presence  of 
polypi,  or  some  such  character  of  excresceuses,  which  should  be 
removed  by  surgical  means.  Dr.  Monday  agreed  with  Dr. 
Smiley  as  to  the  importance  of  making  a  thorough  examination; 
generally  in  all  such  cases  you  will  find  either  polypus  or  vege- 
tative growths  which  must  be  removed  to  effect  a  cure.  Dr. 
Monday  held  with' Dr.  Smiley  the  great  importance  in  making  a 
thorough  examination  in  any  and  all  uterine  troubles,  and  treat- 
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ing  them  skillfully,  yet  boldly.  Dr.  Garrett  reported  the  condi- 
tion of  a  patient  suffering  from  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  tumor 
in  the  hepatic  region  of  the  colon. 

Dr.  Stroud  asked  if  he  was  certain  there  was  a  tumor,  and  if 
he  was,  he  was  certainly  very  derelict  in  duty  in  neglecting  to 
aspirate  at  once,  as  it  is  through  such  negligence  that  many  suc- 
cumb. 

Dr.  Nelson  reported  a  case  of  stenosis  of  the  cervix;  patient 
had  been  married  several  years,  with  no  offspring.  Having 
made  a  thorough  examination,  and  found  this  condition  existing, 
at  once  resorted  to  mechanical  dilatation  of  the  cervical  canal, 
and  so  successful  was  the  operation  that  in  a  short  time,  patient 
became  pregnant  and  is  now  a  happy  mother. 

Dr.  Strain  remarked  that  several  such  cases  had  fallen  into  his 
hands  and  was  convinced  that  the  favorable  dilatation  of  the  cer- 
vical canal,  in  such  cases  as  the  one  just  reported  by  Dr.  Nelson 
was  the  most  rational  treatment,  and  one  followed  by  the  greatest 
benefit  in  dysmenorrhea  in  all  its  varied  forms. 

Dr.  Nelson  asked  if  primiparae  did  not  usually  suffer  more  or 
less  laceration. 

Dr.  Tidwell  thought  they  generally  do. 

Dr.  Inabnit  said  he  had  examined  numerous  cases  and  had  failed 
to  discover  any  laceration  whatever  existing. 

Dr.  Strain  said  he  could  speak  from  experience,  and  was  not 
prepared  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  or  that  of 
his  surroundings  tended  to  favor  it  but  it  was  generally  the  case 
in  his  extended  practice. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Arrangements  for  the  Coming  Meeting,  April  22. 

The  Journal  has  been  favored,  by  the  courteous  Chairman  of 
the  Arrangement  Committee,  with  the  following  memoranda  of 
what  has  been  done  towards  receiving  the  delegates  to  the  Twen- 
ty-second Annual  Convention  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation: 
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A  meeting,  in  response  to  a  call  from  Chairman  Burts,  was 
held  in  his  office,  and  the  following  committees  were  appointed. 
Dr.  Grammer  acting  as  secretary,  Dr.  Burts  presiding.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  decided  to  enter- 
tain the  Association  at  a  ball  and  banquet,  notwithstanding  the 
protest  of  certain  members. 

On  Banquet— Drs.  H.  S.  Broiles,  W.  A.  Adams,  J.  M.  Mullins, 
J.  C.  McCoy  and  J.  N.  McKnight. 

On  Ball— Drs.  W.  A.  Duringer,  J.  W.  Irion,  L.  B.  Slaughter, 
C.  A.  Parker  and  W.  Beverly  West. 

On  Transportation— Drs.  W.  A.  Adams,  J.  T.  Field  and  W.  P. 
Burts. 

On  Finance— Drs.  E.  J.  Beall,  M.  Matkin,  F.  D.  Thompson, 
Frank  Gray,  Win.  R.  Howard,  I.  Iy.  VanZandt  and  Frank  Mul- 
lins. 

On  Programme — Drs.  A.  P.  Brown,  R.  B.  Grammer,  W.  A. 
Adams,  J.  Anderson  and  J.  B.  McLean. 

On  Music  and  Hall— Drs.  J.  L.  Cooper,  R.  J.  Wilson,  A.  B. 
Graham,  W.  Beverly  West,  I.  M.  Darter,  G.  W.  Magruder  and 
J.  R.  Adams. 

On  Printing  and  Badges — Drs.  L,.  B.  Slaughter,  W.  A.  Durin- 
ger, R.  B.  Grammer  and  C.  Guy  Reily.  ♦ 

Dr.  W.  P.  Burts  was  unanimously  chosen  to  deliver  the  ad- 
dress of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  local  medical  profession. 

It  was  resolved  to  request  the  Mayor  of  Fort  Worth  to  deliver 
the  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  citizens. 

On  adjournment  it  was  agreed  to  meet  again  at  the  same  place 
to  further  the  work. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Philadelphia,  1400  Pine  St.,  S.  W.  cor.  Broad. 
The  Forty-first  Annual  Session  will  be  held  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Tursday  and  Friday,  May  20, 
21,  22,  and  23,  commencing  on  Tuesday,  at  11  a.  m. 
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The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  permanent- 
ly organized  State  Medical  Societies,  and  such  County  and  Dis- 
trict Medical  Societies  as  are  recognized  by  representation  in 
their  respective  State  Societies,  and  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  Marine-Hospital  Service  of  the 
United  States. 

Each  State,  County  and  District  Medical  Society  entitled  to 
representation  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Associa- 
tion one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members, 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that  num- 
ber; provided,  however,  that  the  number  of  delegates  for  any 
particular  State,  territory,  county,  city  or  town  shall  not  exceed 
the  ratio  of  one  in  ten  of  the  resident  physicians  who  may  have 
signed  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Association. 

Members  by  Application. — Members  by  application  shall  con- 
sist of  such  members  of  the  State,  County,  and  District  Medical 
Societies  entitled  to  representation  in  this  Association,  as  shall 
make  application  in  writing  to  the  Treasurer,  and  accompany  said 
application  with  a  certificate  of  good  standing,  signed  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  which  they  are  members, 
and  the  amount  of  the  annual  membership  fee,  five  dollars. 
They  shall  have  their  names  entered  upon  the  roll,  and  have 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  accorded  to  permanent  members,  and 
shall  retain  their  membership  upon  the  same  terms. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  at  the  session  of  1888: 

"That  in  future  each  delegate  or  permanent  member  shall, 
when  he  registers,  also  record  the  name  of  the  Section,  if  any, 
that  he  will  attend,  and  in  which  he  will  cast  his  vote  for  Section 
officers." 

Addresses:  On  General  Medicine,  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Chica- 
go, 111.;  on  General  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Logan,  New  Or- 
leans, La.;  on  State  Medicine,  by  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Carroll,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Committee  of  Arrangements:  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Briggs,  Chairman, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Wilxiam  B.  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary. 
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TEXAS  SANITARY  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Texas  Sanitary  Convention  met  in  Dallas,  on  March  13. 
The  President  of  the  Association  being  absent,  Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn, 
of  Cleburne,  was  elected  to  the  chair.  Rev.  Dr.  Buckner,  of 
Dallas,  offered  prayer. 

At  the  evening  session  officers  were  elected  as  follows:  Drs.  T. 
C.  Osborn,  of  Cltburne,  President;  C.  M.  Rosser,  First  Vice  Pres- 
ident; J.  C.  Loggins,  of  Etinis,  Second  Vice  President;  D.  A. 
Poynor,  Third  Vice  President;  G.  W.  Stewart,  Secretary,  and  A. 
M.  Elmore,  Treasurer. 

Several  interesting  and  exhaustive  papers  were  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  following  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation be  requested  to  organize  local  associations,  one  or  more 
for  each  county  in  the  State,  to  hold  quarterly  meetings  and 
make  such  reports  to  the  corresponding  secretary  as  the  Associa- 
tion may  deem  necessary  in  the  interest  of  sanitation." 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Dallas  on  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  March  of  next  year. 


Dillon's  Mills,  Va.,  March  27,  1887. 

I  have  been  using  Lactopeptine  in  my  practice  for  a  number 
of  3rears,  but  have  never  used  any  remedy  for  the  nausea  and 
vomiting  in  children  wmich  has  given  me  as  much  satisfaction  or 
been  attended  with  such  uniformly  good  results  as  your  Lacto- 
peptine  Elixir.  It  is  put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  easy  of  ad- 
ministration to  the  most  delicate  child. 

I  used  the  Lactopeptine  Syrup  with  Phosphates  in  the  case  of 
an  aged  patient  in  the  last  stages  of  phthisis,  whose  stomach  re- 
jected almost  everything  he  ate,  and  after  taking  a  few  doses, 
his  stomach  became  quiet,  and  he  continued  the  use  of  it  until 
he  had  taken  all,  after  which  the  vomiting  did  not  return.  I 
thank  you  heartily  for  the  samples,  and  shall  continue  to  use 
your  preparations.    I  remain,  yours  truly, 

M.  T.  Greer,  M.  D. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COIjLAECFwATCES  :   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  Austin.  Dr.  J.    W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  £>.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tuner,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Anionio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Gah'eston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  O*born,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H  L.  l.ibh,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meierhnf,  Neic  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Term. 


RAISING  THE  STANDARD  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION— THE  WAY 

TO  DO  IT. 

The  necessity  for  better  educated  Doctors  is  universally  felt. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  devise  a  plan  whereby  the 
standard  of  instruction  could  be  fixed  and  adhered  to  ;  and  the 
one  idea  has  been — co-operation  ;  but  the  trouble  is — that, 
in  order  to  secure  larger,  and  consquently,  better  paying  classes, 
certain  colleges  have  insisted  on  cheaper  rates  and  easier  gradua- 
tion ;  and  these  have  been  held  out  as  inducements  to  men  whose 
preliminary  education — or,  rather,  we  should  say — whose  lack  of 
preliminary  education  should  have  prevented  their  ever  trying  to 
become  Doctors.  Some  years  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  a  large 
number  of  medical  colleges  formed  an  association,  and  agreed  to 
require  a  three  years  graded  course,  with  preliminary  examina- 
tion. In  theory,  this  was  a  good  move,  but,  after  one  year's 
trial,  certain  large  colleges  found  that  their  classes  (and  conse- 
quently their  receipts)  fell  off ;  and,  disregarding  their  compact 
with  the  other  colleges,  they  went  back  immediately,  to  the  old 
plan.  We  call  no  names  ;  they  are  known.  It  was  a  case  of  the 
dog  returning  to  his  vomit,  and — the  status  quo  obtains  to-day, 
we  believe. 
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Recently,  two  Eastern  colleges,  finding  themselves  left  as  to 
numbers — have  issued  a  circular,  requesting  a  meeting  of  college 
representatives  at  Nashville,  in  May,  during  the  session  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  with  a  view  of  securing  the  co- 
operation of  a  majority  in  an  advance  ;  an  agreement  that  each  one 
shall  require  a  higher  standard,  and  fix  the  curriculum.  Well,  it 
will  fail,  as  before,  and  for  the  same  reason  ;  there  are  too  many 
colleges  run  for  money  making,  principally,  and  a  strict  examina- 
tion and  a  thorough  and  protracted  course  of  study  will  drive  off 
the  class  above  referred  to.  Strange,  no  one  seems  to  have 
thought  of  setting  an  example,  of  acting  solus,  of  putting  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  then  calling  for  help  and  Hercules. 

Now,  in  our  judgment,  the  way  to  accomplish  the  desired 
result  is,  that  each  college  whose  ambition  is  to  teach  medicine 
and  earn  (or  maintain)  a  high  character  shall  act  independently 
of  all  others,  and  regulate  their  sessions  and  curriculum  with  a 
view  of  imparting  a  thorough  medical  education,  without  refer- 
ence to  what  others  may  do  ;  and  they  will  find,  after  awhile — 
for  the  leaven  of  reform  is  working — that  it  will  pay.  The  grad- 
uates of  cheap  colleges  will,  in  the  course  of  time,  be  a  distinct 
class  ;  and  when  that  glorious  day  shall  dawn,  when  there  will 
be  examining  boards  in  all  the  States,  these  will  be  compelled  to 
complete  their  education  or  drop  out  ;  the  sifting  process  will  let 
through  only  those  who  left  college  prepared  to  stand  an  exam- 
ination. 

Without  intending  to  be  invidious,  we  cannot  resist  the  inclina- 
tion to  indicate,  in  this  connection,  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee  ;  because  the  faculty  of  that  school  have 
inaugurated  a  move,  and  are  carrying  out  precisely  the  Journal's 
idea  as  given  above.  Independently  of  any  other  they  have  de- 
termined to  make  education  at  their  college  as  thorough  as 
money,  facilities,  ability  and  time  can  make  it.  Dr.  W.  J.  Mat- 
thews of  this  city,  a  practitioner  of  fifteen  3-ears,  attended  the 
session  just  closed  and  took  the  degree.  He  informs  us  that  the 
new  museum  equipment  of  that  school  now  being  received  from 
Paris,  embraces  all  the  new  and  improved  models  and  designs 
for  teaching  anatomy,  physiology  and  obstetrics  ;  amongst  which 
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are  a  splendid  copy  of  Anzeaux'  clastic  or  dissected  model  of  man 
(which  alone  cost  $750),  a  model  of  the  female  in  wax,  true  to 
life,  and  illustrating  every  feature  in  obstetrics  ;  models  of  the 
arterial,  venous  and  lymphatic  systems  ;  sets  of  models  showing 
the  pathology  and  progress  of  all  kinds  of  skin  diseases,  etc.  ; 
syphilis,  cancer,  tumors,  etc.  ;  uterine  displacements,  hernias, 
etc.,  etc.  The)r  have,  also,  for  teaching  comparative  anatomy,  a 
complete  set  of  busts  of  nationalities.  By  next  session,  a  library 
and  reading  room  will  be  added,  where  all  the  home  and  foreign 
medical  journals  and  all  recent  medical  publications  will  be  kept 
for  the  use  of  the  students.  Microscopy  will  be  thoroughly 
taught  ;  and  to  this  end  the  college  has  supplied  a  large  lot  of  ex- 
pensive instruments,  with  histological  and  pathological  specimens; 
chemestry  too,  will  be  taught  practically,  and  the  apparatus  and 
re-agents,  for  the  use  of  the  class  in  chemistry,  is  as  complete  as 
money  and  skill  can  make  them  ;  electricity  in  its  application  to 
medical  practice,  will  be  taught  in  all  its  phases,  and  the  electri- 
cal apparatus  is  on  the  same  extensive  scale  as  the  other  equip- 
ments. Outside  of  the  regular  course,  instruction  will  be  given 
in  these  branches  to  those  who  desire  to  make  a  specialty  of  either  ; 
but  instruction  in  each  will  be  embraced  in  the  regular  curricu- 
lum ;  and  every  device  and  facility  will  be  afforded  the  classes 
for  acquiring  knowledge  in  accordance  writh  the  most  advanced 
ideas  of  the  day;  hence  students  turned  loose  from  the  University 
of  Tennessee  hereafter,  and  armed  with  their  diploma,  will  enter 
the  arena  of  practice  with  a  large  advantage  over  those  taught 
under  the  old  system  ;  they  will  be,  moreover,  familiar  with 
modern  authors,  and  up  with  the  most  advanced  theories  and 
tenets.  The  faculty  of  this  college  embraces  two  Professors  of 
surgery  and  two  of  medicine,  besides  a  full  corps  of  teachers  in 
all  the  special  branches,  and  taken,  all  together,  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  complete  of  any  medical  school  in  the  South. 

These  gentlemen  have  not  stopped  to  ask  their  competitors, 
"what  are  you  going  to  do  ?"  nor  whether  it  will  pay,  but  with 
a  laudable  desire  to  be  foremost  in  the  good  work  of  raising  the 
standard  of  medical  education  in  the  South,  they  have  gone 
ahead  and  spent  immense  amounts  of  money,  in  order  that  they 
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may  be  prepared  to  teach  medicine  as  it  is  to-day  understood  and 
practiced  in  the  great  medical  centers  of  the  world.  Let  other 
colleges  speedily  follow  their  example  and  in  a  short  while  the 
problem  will  be  solved  and  there  will  be  no  more  complaint  of 
half  educated  Doctors  turned  loose  upon  the  people. 


Medical  News  and  Miscellany 


The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  (Spring  courses)  is 
booming.  The  class  numbers  300,  and  "the  cry  is  still  they 
come."  Write  to  Prof.  Wathen,  Dean,  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  cata- 
logue. 


Gaillard's  Medical  Journal  for  March  is  an  exceptionally 
fine  number  of  that  always  good  journal.  The  editorial  on  the 
Heredity  of  Greatness  is  a  superior  piece  of  composition,  full  of 
original  thought  and  feeling. 


For  Sale  or  Rent. — A  well  stocked  drug  store  and  practice 
in  a  town  of  about  a  thousand  inhabitants.  Good  reason  for 
selling.  For  particulars  address  A.  A.  Wadgymar,  Carrizo 
Springs,  Dimmit  county,  Texas. 


Personals,  Removals,  etc. — We  learn  that  Dr.  W.  T.  Baird 
has  removed  from  El  Paso  to  Dallas  and  formed  co-partnership 
with  Dr.  O.  L,.  Williams,  at  Oak  Cliff,  Dallas,  Dr.  Williams  hav- 
ing recently  removed  from  Chappel  Hill  to  Dallas. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Robertson,  who  left  Lockhart  some  two  years  ago, 
and  settled  in  Prescott,  Arkansas,  has  returned  to  Lockhart. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Matthews,  of  this  city,  has  taken  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  at  the  University  of  Tennessee,  where  he  attended  a  course 
of  lectures  the  past  season. 

Dr.  F.  M.  D.  Hill  has  removed  from  Cat  Spring  to  Prairie 
Plains. 
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Removals. — Dr.  A.  J.  Camtnack  has  removed  from  Bosque- 
ville  to  Waco,  and  Dr.  R.  E.  Thompson  has  located  at  Bosque- 
ville. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Cunningham,  one  of  the  foremost  sanitarians  in 
Texas,  having  accomplished  the  hygienic  regeneration  of  Dallas, 
has  removed  to  Fort  Worth.  He  has  begun  the  siege,  and  is 
doing  good  missionary  work;  but  we  fear  he  will  find  the  Fort 
an  Augean  stable.    Success  to  him,  however. 

Dr.  P.  K.  Wortham  has  removed  from  Meridian  to  Waco. 


From  Far-off  Washington. — Dr.  R.  L.  Thompson,  late 
managing  editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Weekly  Medical  Review,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association,  has,  we 
learn,  removed  to  Spokane  Falls,  Washington,  and  will  join  our 
quondam  Texas  confrere,  Dr.  Wm.  Caston,  in  the  special  prac- 
tice, "Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat."  Dr.  Caston,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, lost  his  outfit  in  the  late  disastrous  fire  at  Spokane; 
but  he  writes  us  he  is  O.  K.  once  more  and  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency. The  Doctor  was  largely  instrumental  in  procuring  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  regulate  the  practice  in  Washington  lately, 
and  we  have  had  some  intimation  that  he  and  Dr.  Thompson  will 
shortly  establish  a  medical  journal  in  Washington.  Verily,  Texas 
is  getting  badly  left  in  the  one  thing  needful, — medical  legisla- 
tion. 


Personals— Dr.  B.  D.  Smith,  a  graduate  of  the  Southern 
Medical  College,  Atlanta,  has  located  at  St.  Elmo,  this  county. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Wagley,  of  Cleburn,  a  prominent  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Association  and  a  staunch  friend  of  the  Journal, 
sailed  for  Berlin,  via  London,  on  the  26  ultimo.  He  is  accom- 
panied by  his  accomplished  wife,  and  they  will  make  an  extend- 
ed tour  of  Europe,  spending  a  fortnight  in  London.  Dr.  Wag- 
ley  writes:  "I  could  not  think  of  being  deprived  of  my  favorite 
journal  during  my  absence  from  Texas,  so  please  have  it  sent  to 
me  at  Berlin,  care  of  Mendelsohn  &  Co.,  Bankers,  till  further 
notice."  The  doctor  will  attend  the  celebrated  clinics  and  hos- 
pitals of  Germany  and  Prussia,  and  when  he  comes  back  we  ex- 
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pect  him  to  speak  nothing  but  German.  Good  luck  to  him; 
we  shall  miss  him  at  Fort  Worth. 

Dr.  R.  B.  White,  of  Ennis,  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Association,  died  February  10  ultimo.  The  Association  is  losing 
an  unusually  large  number  of  members  lately. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Minnock,  of  Bosqueville,  is  at  the  New  York  Poly- 
clinic. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Walker,  of  Rockdale,  performed  laparotomy  for  gun- 
shot wound  of  the  bladder  in  a  man  of  twenty-one.  Sutured  the 
bladder  (omitting  the  mucous  membrane)  and  saved  his  patient. 
We  believe  this  is  the  first  case  on  record  of  successful  suturing 
•of  the  bladder  for  gun-shot  wou.id.  The  case  will  appear  in  full 
in  our  next  issue. 


SOME  RECENT  ADDITIONS  TO  THE  MATERIA  MEDICA. 

Among  the  new  drugs  which  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  an- 
nounce they  can  supply  are  the  following  : 

COCILLAXA. 

Guare — Species  indetermined.  Synonym — Sycocarpus  rus- 
"byi,  Britton.  Part  employed — The  bark.  Natural  order — Ana- 
cardiacea.  Habitat — Bolivia.  Properties — Expectorant,  tonic, 
laxative. 

This  new  remedy  possesses  a  sphere  of  influence  on  the  respi- 
rator}-organs  somewhat  similar  to  ipecac,  but  said  to  be  "supe- 
rior in  certain  diseases  of  the  air  passages  in  which  the  latter  is 
often  used."  Dr.  D.  D.  Stewart  in  Medical  News,  August 
24,  1889. 

Besides  its  excellence  as  an  expectorant,  clinical  experience 
lias  also  established  the  fact  that  it  exerts  a  tonic  influence  upon 
the  appetite,  and  that  it  reduces  the  night  sweats  of  chronic 
^bronchitis  and  phthisis.  Cocillana  also  gives  promise  of  useful- 
ness as  a  laxative.    Dose — Ten  to  thirty  minims  9.  6  to  2  C.  C. 

ESCHSCHOLTZIA. 

Eschscholtzia  California,  cham.    Synonym — California  poppy. 
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Part  employed — The  whole  plant.  Natural  order — Papaveraceae. 
Habitat — California. 

Properties  —  "An  excellent  soporific  and  analgesic,  and  above 
all  harmless." 

Recent  analysis  claims  to  have  discovered  the  presence  of  a 
minute  quantity  of  morphine  in  the  plant.  The  quantity  con- 
tained, however,  is  not  sufficient  to  account  for  all  the  therapeu- 
tic effects,  and  further  chemical  investigation  promises  to  isolate 
another  active  principle  which  may  better  explain  its  action. 

The  drug  is  a  very  useful  anodyne  in  certain  cases.  The 
inconveniences  attributed  to  the  use  of  opium,  such  as  stomach 
disturbance,  constipation,  etc.,  have  not  in  any  case  been  ob- 
served in  its  use.  It  may  with  advantage  replace  opium  prepa- 
rations for  children. 

Fluid  extract  of  the  plant.    Dose,  15  to  30  minims  [1  to  2  C.C.] 

JATROPHA. 

Jatropha  macrorhiza;  benth.  Synonyms — Jicama,  jicomia, 
span.  Part  employed — Euphobi  aceae,  Habitat — Northern 
Mexico  and  southern  states  adjoining. 

Properties  -Alterative  and  cholagogue  ;  in  larger  does  hydro- 
cathartic  and  sometimes  emetic.  Jatropha  macrorhiza,  a  house- 
hold remedy  of  the  Mexicans,  has  been  recently  recommended  for 
use  in  this  country  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Noon,  on  account  of  its  com- 
parative tastelessness — the  slight  taste  the  drug  possesses  being 
compared  to  that  of  the  sweet  potato.  It  has  been  suggested 
as  an  addition  to  non-cathartic,  but  otherwise  astringent  mixtures, 
its  use  could  not  be  otherwise  than  valuable.  Clinical  experience 
will  doutless  develop  other  and  more  specific  indications  for  its 
employment. 

Fluid  extract  of  the  root.  Dose,  1-2  to  2  Fluiddrachms  [2  to 
S  C.  C] 

HYDRASTININE 

A  new  derivative  of  hydrastine.  A  possible  substitute  for 
ergot. 

This  substance,  an  oxidation  product  of  hydrastine,  white 
alkaloid  of  golden  seal,  has  recently  been  prepared  by  them  in 
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order  to  afford  opportunities  for  physiological  investigation  in 
European  laboratories,  prominent  among  which  are  those  of  the 
Universities  of  Dorpat  and  Berlin. 

It  can  be  obtained  from  hydrastine  by  the  action  ,  of  various 
oxidizing  agents,  and  though  the  original  methods  were  attended 
with  considerable  waste,  improvements  in  this  respect  are  con- 
stantly being  made.  So  far  the  most  troublesome  element  is 
encountered  in  its  purification  and  crystalization.  The  reaction 
taking  place  in  its  production  may  be  illustrated  thus  : 

HYDRASTINK.  HYDRASTININE.  OPIANIC  ACID 

21   H   21   NO.    6.  C   II   H   II   NO  2.  C   IO  H   IO  O  5. 

The  alkaloid,  or  base,  being  sparingly  soluble  and  moreover 
rather  prone  to  decomposition  when  in  solution.  We  have  given 
preference  to  the  hydrochlorate  as  possessing  the  desirable  ele- 
ments of  stability  and  solubility  in  aqueous  fluids. 

Recent  advices  from  the  highest  European  authorities  repre- 
sent it  to  be  of  immeasurable  service  in  controlling  uterine  hem- 
orrhages, far  surpassing  ergot  in  efficiency,  certainty  of  action  and 
safety. 


The  New  York  Pharmacal  Company  of  Yonkers,  have 
lately  supplied  the  profession  with  some  valuable  literature  testi- 
fying to  the  value  of  that  staunch  stand-by,  Lactopeptine.  If 
this  company  would  just  substitute  the  picture  of  a  handsome 
dude— such  as  we  see  in  some  drug  stores — for  that  fat  pig,  which 
evidently  is  not  even  a  distant  relative  of  the  pig  of  history- 
Jack  Spratt's  pig — we  would  like  it,  but  perhaps  it  would  not  so 
well  illustrate  the  digestive  powers  of  Lactopeptine.  Now  Jack 
Spratt's  pig — so  the  history  says — "was  not  very  fat — nor  yet 
very  lean."  If  he  had  been  made  to  stand  on.  his  hind  feet  and 
pulverize  Lactopeptine  in  a  mortar,  as  long  as  this  pig  has  done, 
no  doubt  he  would  have  been  as  round  and  saucy  as  he, — but, 
as  warm  weather  will  be  here  by  and  by,  it  is  as  well  to  bear  in 
mind  that  in  cholera  infantum,  Lactopeptine  is  a  tower  of  strength. 
Do  you  remember  Dr.  Cunningham's  letter  on  cholera  infantum? 
Forewarned  is  forearmed. 
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Book  Notices. 


The  Physician  Himself  and  Things  That  Concern  His 
Reputation  and  Success.    By  D.  W.  Cathell,  M.  D.,  Balti- 
more, Maryland.    Ninth  Edition.    Revised  and  enlarged.  F. 
A.  Davis,  publisher,  Philadelphia  and  London,  1889. 
This  work  teaches  professional  tact  and  business  sagacity.  It 
elaborates  a  great  deal  of  the  Code  of  Ethics,  both  written  and 
unwritten,  and  emphasizes  those  things  concerning  which  no 
well  regulated  physician  can  afford  to  ignore.    It  teaches  how  to 
succeed,  how  to  make  a  reputation  and  how  to  be  a  gentleman. 

In  answering  the  question,  "How  shall  I  conduct  myself  in. 
the  profession,  and  what  honorable  means  can  I  employ  in  addi- 
tion to  scientific  knowlege  and  book-learning,  in  order  to  make 
my  success  more  certain,  more  rapid  and  more  complete,  and  to 
excel  in  the  great  battle  of  life  to  the  fullest  extent  that  lies  in 
me?"  the  author  says,  "First,  last,  and  in  the  midst  of  all,, 
you  should,  as  a  man  and  as  a  physician,  always,  and  above  all 
else,  keep  whatever  is  honest,  whatever  is  true,  whatever  is  just, 
and  whatever  is  pure  foremost  in  your  mind,  and  be  governed 
by  it. 

"If  you  do  not  you  ought  not  to  succeed  in  the  profession,  and 
no  honest  man  can  wish  you  success." 

A  great  deal  of  the  chapter  on  religion  could  well  be  elim- 
inated. 

The  exposition  of  sectarianism  in  medicine,  including  all  kinds 
of  pathies,  is  the  best  the  writer  has  ever  read. 

The  author  defines  rational  medicine  to  mean  everything  that 
is  good  for  sick  humanity,  regardless  of  its  source.  This  is  the 
science  of  medicine,  the  regular  profession,  and  is  as  broad  as  the 
universe.  B. 


Electricity  in  the  Diseases  of  Women,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  application  of  strong  currents.    By  G.  Belton  Mas- 
sey,  M.  D.    Philadelphia  :    F.  A.  Davis,  1889. 
This  little  volumn  contains  200  pages,  bound  in  cloth.  It 

speaks  very  frankly  about  electricity  in  diseases  of  women  and 
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makes  a  great  many  statements  and  provisos.  Any  one  inter- 
ested in  the  subject  will  find  food  for  thought  in  the  book.  B. 


Diphtheria,  its  Nature  and  Treatment,  by  C.  E.  Billington,  M. 
D.,  and  Intubation  in  Croup,  and  other  Acute  and  Chronic 
Forms  of  Stenosis  of  the  Larynx,  by  Joseph  O'Dwyer,  M.  D. 
Octavo,  326  pages.  Price,  muslin,  $2.50.  New  York,  William 
Wood  &  Co. 

Dr.  Billington' s  book  is  just  from  the  press  and  is  replete  with 
all  that  is  new  and  interesting  in  the  way  of  etiology,  pathology 
and  therapeutics  of  diphtheria.  The  subject  matter  is  concise 
and  well  arranged.  Evidently  |the  author  is  a  practical  physi- 
cian, and  no  doubt  his  work  will  meet  with  a  large  sale. 

Dr.  Joseph  O'Dwyer  has  occupied  the  last  40  or  50  pages  of 
the  book  with  a  complete  explanation  and  treaties  on  inti*bation. 
This  method  seems  to  be  on  the  wane,  but  the  father  of  the  pro- 
cedure in  this  country  is  Dr.  O'Dwyer,  and  anyone  wishing  to  be 
authoritatively  informed  on  the  subject  would  do  well  to  study 
this  book.  B. 


American  Resorts,  with  Notes  upon  their  Climates.  By  Bus- 
hood  W.  James,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  F.  A.  Davis,  1889. 
This  work  contains  270  pages,  coarse  print,  and  a  comprehen- 
sive map  of  the  United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico,  gotten  up 
especially  for  the  book.  From  what  the  writer  personally  knows 
of  the  countries  and  resorts  described  in  the  book,  he  is  satisfied 
that  the  truth  prevails  throughout  its  pages.  This  is  saying  a 
great  deal  for  a  work  of  this  kind.  It  is  the  custom  to  exagger- 
ate on  countries  and  climates,  but  Dr.  James'  book  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  fairness  of  statements.  Texas,  and  especially  Aus- 
tin, is  mentioned  very  favorably  as  a  health  resort.  B. 


Immunity  through  Leucomaines.  By  Eusebio  Guell  Bacigalupi; 
translated  from  the  Second  French  edition  by  R.  F.  Rafael,  M. 
D.    New  York:  J.  H.  Vail  &  Co.,  1889. 

This  little  book  is  very  interesting  and  ingenious.  Paper  cover, 
170  pages.    It  explains  vaccination,  how  it  produces  immunity 
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in  certain  cases,  etc.  It  is  well  worth  any  one's  time  to  read 
through  the  pages  of  this  book. 


Lectures  on  Nervous  Diseases  from  the  standpoint  ot  cerebral 
and  spinal  location,  and  the  later  methods  employed  in  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  affections.  By  Ambrose  L. 
Ranney,  A.  M.,  M.|D.  Professor  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
of  the  Nervous  System  in  the  N.  Y.  Post- Graduate  Medical 
School  and  Hospital.  Profusely  illustrated  with  original  dia- 
grams and  sketches  in  color  by  the  author  ;  carefully  selected 
wood  cuts,  and  reproduced  photographs  of  typical  cases.  Phil- 
idelphia  :  F.  A.  Davis,  Publisher. 

This  book  brings  the  subject  of  cerebral  and  spinal  localization 
well  up  to  the  present  time,  and  presents  the  subject  in  a  very 
readable  and  attractive  style.  Professor  Ranney  has  been  a 
teacher  a  long  time,  and  his  large  experience  is  quite  manifest  in 
the  work.  With  all  the  good  points  and  great  value  of  the  book 
as  a  whole,  the  reviewer  is  inclined  to  look  upon  the  section  devo- 
ted to  "eye-defect"  and  ''eye-strain"  as  a  trifle  sensational.  B. 

The  Urine,  the  Common  Poisons  and  the  Milk.  Memoranda, 
chemical  and  microscopical,  for  laboratory  use.  By  J.  W.  Hol- 
land, M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry  and  Texicology  , 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Illustrated;  third 
edition,  revised  and  much  enlarged.  P.  Blockiston,  Son  &  Co., 
Philadelphia.  B. 


Chambers'  Visiting  List  for  1890  is  received.  Price,  net,  75c. 
A  very  handy  and  good  think  for  the  doctor's  daily  use. 


Publishers  Notes. 


We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick,  447  Green- 
wich St.,  New  York,  a  case  of  their  celebrated  Cod  Liver  Oil  and 
Milk  and  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Milk  and  Hypophosphites.  It  is  claimed 
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for  these  preparations  a  greater  stability,  and  more  uniform 
emulsification  than  is  usual  with  such  preparations;  and  that 
there  is  also  a  more  minute  subdivision  of  the  particles,  etc.  It 
is  also  claimed  that  the  emulsion  is  easily  assimilated,  and  may 
be  taken  by  the  most  delicate  stomach.  The  value  of  such  a 
combination  as  a  nutrient  tonic  in  debility,  and  in  wasting  dis- 
eases may  well  be  estimated.  See  Reed  &  Carnrick's  new  ad- 
vertisement. 


Do  not  FORGET  the  big  meeting  in  Austin  on  the  27th  inst. 
The  District  Association  meets  then. 


Attention  is  again  called  to  the  advertisement  of  John  Wyeth 
&  Bros.,  of  Philadelphia.  Their  list  of  standard  compressed 
hypodermic  tablets  has  been  newly  revised,  and  some  valuable 
formulae  added. 


Because  Sharp  &  Dohme's  ad.  is  on  the  front  of  the  Jour- 
nal and  you  are  used  to  seeing  it,  do  not  fail  to  read  it  carefully; 
they  tell  some  valuable  facts  to  the  practitioner;  their  prepara- 
tions are  known  the  world  over  for  purity  and  stability.  • 


The  profession  is  rapidly  waking  up  to  the  real  value  of  Sul- 
fonal;  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  additions  to  the  materia 
medica  in  twenty  years.    Read  "Excepts"  on  2d  cover  page. 


The  Maltine  Manufacturing  Company  are  nothing,  if  not  en- 
terprising; they  know  how  to  please  the  Doctors.  The  Journal 
has  received  "with  compliments  of  Maltine"  a  neat  little  silver 
embellished  pamphlet — addressed  to  the  medical  profession — on 
Maltine  and  the  combination  of  Maltine  with  Cod  Liver  Oil; 
some  facts  regarding  them.  This  is  accompanied  with  a  hand- 
some cabinet  size  portrait  of  Sir  Morell  McKenzie,  M.  D.,  Kt., 


PMlIips'  Cod  Livei  Oil 

EMULSION. 

Selected  Norway  Cod  Liver  Oil  (50  per  cent.;  combinded  with  Phosphates.  A 
true  Emulsion  without  Saponification. 

The  most  minute  subdivision  of  the  oil  globulus  yet  accomplished  in  an  emulsion 
is  herein  presented,  insuring  perfect  miscibility  in  milk,  water,  or  other  fluid, 
ease  of  administration  and  digestibility.    It  is  palatable  and  permanent. 

This  preparation  is  not  advertised  to  the  public  and  has  the  largest  pre- 
scription patronage  of  any  emulsion  in  the  United  States. 

Put  up  in  6  oz.  and  14  oz.  bottles.  A  pamphlet,  with  formula,  photo-micrographic  il- 
lustrations, etc.,  mailed  upon  application. 


PNO-MURItTF.  OF  QUININE. 

Comp  ound 

A  permanent  combination  of  the  soluble  "Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Muriate  of 
Quinine,  Iron,  and  Strychnia.  Of  greater  strength  than  the  various  Hypophosphite 
Compounds. 

A  reliable  alterato-constructive,  particularly  in  conditions  of  disturbed  nutri- 
tion and  tissue  retrograde;  an  easily  appropriated  general  tonic,  promoting 
digestion,  and  safe  under  prolonged  use.  Correspondence  solicited. 

mi£1  S^mIgnes^ia.  I    The  chas-  H-  Phillips  Chemical  Co., 

WHEAT  PHOSPHATES.)  77  Pine  Street,  New  York. 


Campho-Phenique. 

(C8  H„  0.) 
FOR  PROFESSIONAL  USE  ONLY. 

Local  Anaesthetic,  Antiseptic,  Germicide  and  Parasiticide.  ABSOLUTELY 

NON-IRRITANT. 


A  TRUE  CHEMICAL  COMBINATION  OF  REFINED  CAMPHOR 
AND  PURE  CHLOROPHENIC  ACID. 


It  Prevents  Supperation  in  Fresh  Wounds,  whether  incised  or  lacerated,  and 

controls  it  in  wounds  of  all  stages; 
Its  Local  Anaesthetic  Property  abolishes  or  obtunds  Pain  almost  immedi- 
ately, two  qualities  which,  combined,  make  it  the  MOST  Effective 
Antiseptic  and  Vulnerary  and  Dressing  yet  offered 
to  the  Medical  Profession. 

FOR   SALE   IBY    ALL  DRUGGISTS. 

FOR  SAMPLES  AND  LITERATURE,  ADDRESS 

PHENIQUE  CHEMICAL  COMPANY, 

2715  Cass  Are.,  St.  Louis. 
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and  Dr.  Schrader,  physician  to  the  late  Emperor  Frederick  Wil- 
liam. 


We  desire  especially  that  all  readers  of  the  Journal  shall 
carefully  read  the  new  advertisement  "Nerve-Counterfeits  of 
Uterine  Diseases,"  by  the  Rio  Chemical  Company,  and  see  what 
Dr.  Goodell  says  of  their  preparations. 


Listerink  never  gets  left;  the  lamented  Lambert  infused  his 
energy  into  his  successor,  and  they  have  steadily  kept  up  the 
fame  which  he  had  secured  for  his  splendid  compound — a  per- 
fume and  a  medicine. 


SEE  Barry's  new  ad.,  twin  bulb  thermometer. 


Syrup  of  Hydriodic  Acid  has  a  wide  therapeutic  range,  but 
its  most  brilliant  powers  are  brought  out  in  eczema,  that  protean 
disease  which  so  baffles  the  doctor;  and  in  scrofula.  Read  Gard- 
ner's ad. 


In  Uterine  Hemorrhage — such  a  case  as  is  mentioned  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  in  this  issue,  no 
better  medical  remedy  can  be  found  than  the  Viburnum  Com- 
pound of  Dr.  Hayden.  The  value  of  Viburnum  is  appreciated 
all  over  the  world,  and  the  Doctor  has  compounded  a  preparation 
in  which  the  highest  virtue  of  all  the  species  is  brought  out. 
See  ad. 


Speaking  of  Pepsin,  see  what  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Co.  say  on 
the  subject.  They  are  thoroughly  identified  with  the  subject 
and  are  authority. 


A  Problem  difficult  of  solution  has  been  how  to  get  children 
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to  take  quinine.  Many  efforts  have  been  made  to  disguise  the 
bitter,  but  it  is  there  to  stay.  The  Paris  Medicine  Company  ad- 
vertise an  absolutely  tasteless  syrup  of  amorphous  quinine,  which 
solves  the  riddle.  Read  their  ad.,  and  mention  the  Journal 
when  you  order. 


Syrups  may  come  and  syrups  may  go,  but  Fellows'  Syrup  of 
Hypophosphites  goes  on  for  ever,  and  carries  health  and  happi- 
ness to  man> . 


Cherry  is  a  pretty  name  and  a  pretty  color.  Cherry-malt  is 
a  catching  name,  but  it  is  applied  to  an  article  of  rare  merit;  the 
well  known  expectorant  properties  of  the  prunus  being  in  and 
combined  with  the  staff  of  life — malt— makes  this  a  valuable 
tonic  nutrient  expecorant,  just  the  thing  for  chronic  bronchitis  or 
phthisis.    See  Scott  &  Bowne's  ad. 


There  is  no  remedy  better  known  than  Tarrant's  Seltzer  Aper- 
ient which  can  be  profitably  used  in  all  conditions  where  alka- 
line medicines  are  indicated.  In  addition  to  its  aperient  aud  an- 
tiacid  qualities,  it  is  an  admirable  vehicle  for  the  administration 
of  the  salicylates,  Ljthia  Salts  and  Tincture  of  Iron.  Its  pleas- 
ant taste  and  gentle  action  renders  it  a  very  desirable  remedy  in 
the  treatment  of  women  and  children. 


Campho-Phenique. — Dr.  S.  T.  Yount,  President  of  the  Indi- 
ana State  Medical  Society,  writes  as  follows:  "I  have  given 
campho-phenique  a  careful  and  thorough  trial  in  a  great  variety 
of  cases,  and  find  it  better  than  any  known  remedy  that  I  have 
heretofore  used.  I  have  treated  two  cases  of  empyema,  with  the 
most  satisfactory  results  by  the  use  of  your  remedy.  I  can 
cheerfully  recommend  it  as  the  best  antiseptic,  germicide  and 
disinfectant  now  in  the  market,  and  also  can  recommend  it  to 
the  general  practitioner  as  the  very  thing  he  needs  in  the  treat- 
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ment  of  various  wounds,  sores  and  injuries  that  he  may  be  called 
upon  to  treat.  See  advertisement  in  this  number,  and  mention 
the  Journal. 

[Send  for  their  phamphlet,  free  on  application.  No  doubt  here 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  list. — Ed.] 

P.  Blakiston  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  will  publish,  about  March 
15th,  a  new  Medical  Dictionary,  by  George  M.  Gould,  A.  B., 
M.  D.  It  will  be  a  compact  one-volume  book,  containing  several 
thousand  new  words  and  definitions,  collected  from  recent  medi- 
cal literature,  while  the  total  number  of  words  is  beyond  that  in 
any  similar  book.  It  includes  also  elaborate  and  useful  tables 
ol  the  bacilli,  leucomaines,  ptomaines,  micrococci,  etc.;  of  the 
arteries,  nerves,  etc.,  and  of  the  mineral  springs  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  other  collateral  information. 

Just  one  month  more  and  the  big  meeting  at  Fort  Worth  will 
take  place.  All  are  looking  forward  to  it  with  deep  interest. 
Let  all  attend  who  can,  and  join  the  brotherhood.  In  union 
there  is  strength,  and  we  need  put  forward  all  our  strength  in  the 
fight  against  quackery. 

The  Secret  of  Health. — Don't  worry.  Don't  hurry.  "Too 
swift  arrives  as  tardy  as  too  slow."  "Simplify!  simplify!  sim- 
plify!" Don't  overeat.  Don't  starve.  "Let  your  moderation 
be  known  to  all  men."  Court  the  fresh  air  day  and  night.  "Oh, 
if  you  knew  what  was  in  the  air!"  Sleep  and  rest  abundantly. 
Sleep  is  nature's  benediction.  Spend  less  nervous  energy  each 
day  than  you  make.    Be  cheerful.     "A  light  heart  lives  long." 

Think  only  healthful  thoughts.  "As  a  man  thinketh  in  his 
heart,  so  is  he."  "Seek  peace  and  pursue  it."  Work  like  a 
man,  but  don't  be  worked  to  death."  Avoid  passion  and  ex- 
citement. A  moment's  anger  may  be  fatal.  Associate  with 
healthy  people.  Health  is  contagious  as  well  as  disease.  Don't 
carry  the  whole  world  on  your  shoulders,  far  less  the  universe. 
Trust  the  Eternal.  Never  despair.  "Lost  hope  is  a  fatal  dis- 
ease." If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.— 
Ex.' 
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PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

BY  S.  H.  STOUT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  EL.  D. ,  CISCO,  TEXAS, 

Ex-Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  of  the  Hospitals  of  the  late  Confederate 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

^T^WICE  before  the  date  of  this  writing  I  have  published  a 
paper  on  the  subject  of  Puerperal  Eclampsia. 
The  first  was  communicated  to  the  Nashville  Medical  Journal, 
several  years  before  the  late  civil  war.  To  this  I  have  not  pres- 
ent access.  In  it  I  gave  publicity  to  the  theoretical  views  of  the 
pathology  of  this  terrible  complication  of  the  puerperal  state, 
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which  I  reiterated  in  a  ''Report  to  the  Section  on  Gynecology 
for  the  Seventh  Congressional  District,"  to  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  Georgia,  and  published  in  the  volume  of  its  Transactions 
for  the  year  1881. 

To  the  date  of  writing  that  report  I  had  encountered  in  my 
practice  six  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions,  all  of  which  recov- 
ered as  rapidly  and  as  fully  as  the  average  puerperal  patient, 
who  has  had  no  complication  during  parturition.  Of  these  cases 
five  occurred  in  my  practice  in  Giles  county,  Tennessee,  and  one 
in  Roswell,  Georgia.  My  then  recorded  cases  of  childbirth,  at 
full  term,  summed  up  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight.  At  that 
time  eclampsia  had  complicated  about  six-tenths  of  one  per  cent. 

Since  that  date  I  have  encountered,  in  my  own  practice,  two 
additional  cases.  The  sum  of  all  my  cases  of  childbirth,  at  full 
term,  being  to  the  present  time  eleven  hundred  and  eleven;  the 
per  centum  of  puerperal  convulsions  in  my  practice  is  now  seven- 
tenths  of  one  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  in  consultation  with  my  iriend,  Dr. 
C.  S.  Vance,  of  Cisco,  I  aided  in  the  treatment  of  a  case  occur- 
ring in  his  practice.  Thus  making  in  all  nine  cases  I  have 
treated  and  aided  in  treating  during  an  experience  of  nearly 
forty-two  years  as  an  active  practitioner.* 

In  every  one  of  these  nine  cases,  copious  blood-letting  as  the 
foundation  of  the  treatment,  was  resorted  to.  My  happy  experi- 
ence has  vindicated  my  practice,  and  what  I  consider  sound 
views  of  the  pathology  of  puerperal  eclampsia,  have  emboldened 
me  to  resort  to  venesection  without  stint  as  to  quantity  of  blood 
drawn,  until  my  patients  have  given  evidence  of  the  impressibilr 
ity  of  the  nervous  system  by  anodynes,  anaesthetics  and  nause- 
ants. 

Of  the  nine  cases  of  this  complication  of  the  puerperal  state  I 
have  treated  and  aided  in  treating,  case  one  was  a  primipara,  whose 
first  paroxysm  of  convulsions  occurred  before  any  perceptible 


*You  were  in  error,  Mr.  Editor,  when  you  stated  that  I  have  been  a  prac- 
titioner for  half  a  century.  It  was  exactly  fifty  years  on  the  5th  of  October, 
1889,  since  I  began  the  study  of  medicine. 
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symptoms  of  labor.  Her  "time  was  up,"  and  I  suspected  that 
the  convulsions  were  excited  by  the  pains  of  labor.  I  bled  the 
patient  profusely,  letting  by  estimation,  (I  did  not  have  time  to 
accurately  measure  it,)  not  less  than  thirty-two  ounces  of  blood, 
before  she  could  be  impressed  by  anodynes,  nauseants  or  anti- 
spasmodics. After  becoming  impressible  by  these,  the  labor 
proceeded  naturally,  a  lining  healthy  infant  being  born,  without 
instrumental  aid,  after  the  lapse  of  about  sixteen  hours  after  I 
reached  her  bedside. 

The  second  case  was  a  multipara,  and  the  third  a  primipara. 

1  was  called  to  both  these  cases  from  twelve  to  twenty  hours  af- 
ter their  delivery  by  ignorant  widwives.  They  had  walked  out 
of  their  cabins  to  evacuate  their  bowels.  In  both  cases  I  let 
blood  profusely,  until  the  desired  impressibility  by  medicines  was 
secured.  Neither  of  them  had  had  an  abdominal  bandage  ap- 
plied. In  both  I  found  the  womb  toppled  over  into  the  iliac  re- 
gion. 

In  cases  four,  six,  seven  and  eight  the  convulsions  first  oc- 
curred after  the  child's  head  had  impinged  upon  the  perineum; 
in  case  five  the  first  paroxysm  occurred  just  after  the  body  of 
the  child  was  delivered.  In  case  nine  (my  friend  Dr.  Vance's), 
the  first  convulsion  occurred  four  or  five  hours  after  successful 
delivery  of  twins — a  normal  case  of  duplicate  parturition. 

Case  two  I  delivered  with  the  aid  of  a  large  spoon,  used  as  a 
vectis.    Cases  six,  seven  and  eight  I  delivered  with  the  forceps. 

The  study  of  these  cases  indicates  that  Nos.  i,  3,  4,  6,  7  and 
8  were  primiparae;  that  2,  5  and  9  were  multiparas.  No.  1  ex- 
hibited the  first  symptoms  just  as  labor  commenced.  In  this 
case  the  labor  pains  were  the  exciting  cause.  In  Nos.  4,  6,  7 
and  8,  the  exciting  cause  was  the  pain  produced  by  the  imping- 
ing of  the  fcetal  head  upon  the  perinae  of  prirniparae.  Cases  Nos. 

2  and  3  were  excited  by  misplacement  of  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
into  the  iliac  region.  In  case  4  the  exciting  cause  was  the  rapid 
passage  of  the  shoulders  of  the  child  through  the  soft  parts;  and 
in  case  nine,  probably  laughter  and  two  much  disquiet  around 
the  patient's  bedside. 

In  none  of  the  cases  was  the  blood  or  urine  tested  chemically. 
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Hence  I  do  not  know  how  much  urea  may  have  been  in  the 
blood,  or  how  much  or  how  little  of  it  was  discharged  from  the 
bladder. 

I  have  never  considered  it  important  to  rational  treatment  of 
such  cases  to  ascertain  whether  uraemic  poisoning  existed  or  not. 
If  -I  had  so  thought,  I  have  never  had  time  to  make  the  neces- 
sary test. 

That  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  often  ab- 
normally affects  the  functions  of  the  kidneys  and  their  synur- 
gical  organs,  and  indeed  of  all  the  viscera,  blood  vessels,  and 
nerves  of  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  regions,  is  obvious  to  every 
thoughtful  and  intelligent  practitioner. 

The  exceptional  impressibility  of  the  nervous  system  of  puer- 
peral patients  to  morbific  causes,  is  patent  to  every  one  who  has 
frequented  the  lying-in  chamber.  Throughout  the  whole  period 
of  gestation  abnormities  of  the  nervous  system,  of  the  blood  in 
circulation,  and  of  viscera,  especially  those  of  the  abdominal  and 
pelvic  regions,  force  themselves  upon  the  attention  of  the  medi- 
cal practitioner.  Abnormities  of  the  nervous  and  vascular  sys- 
tems to  which  reflex  action  often  gives  alarming  expression,  are 
frequent  sources  of  anxiety,  not  only  because  of  the  gravity  of 
the  symptoms,  but  also  because  they  often  obscure  the  diagnosis 
and  wrap  in  mystery  the  aetiology  of  disease  and  its  pathological 
consequences. 

During  the  period  extending  from  puberty  to  the  menopause, 
the  female  organism  in  the  state  of  health,  is  preparing  to  nour- 
ish a  foetus,  or  is  actually  nourishing  one  in  the  womb,  or  while 
lactating,  is  nourishing  an  infant. 

If  an  ovule  fails  to  lodge  in  the  uterus  or  without  it,  because 
of  ks  non-fecudation,  the  surplus  of  blood  in  the  system  not  de- 
manded for  the  nourishment  of  a  second  being,  is  thrown  off  in 
the  form  of  menstrual  fluid.'  If  it  lodges  and  takes  foot,  the 
instinct  of  the  organism,  pati  passu,  with  the  demands  of  the 
growing  foetus,  directs  the  supply  of  the  requisite  quantity  of 
nutritious  blood.  If  at  any  time  the  supply  is  greater,  that  is, 
needful,  plethora,  with  its  attendant  symptoms  and  frequent 
baleful  consequences,  often  becomes  pronounced.  And  vice  versa, 
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if  anemia,  or  a  low  state  of  vitality  from  any  other  cause,  exists, 
in  the  unimpregnated,  we  meet  with  amenorrhoea,  and  iu  the 
impregnated  with  abortion,  in  which  we  often  find  an  emaciated 
foetus;  and  generally  in  the  syphilitic  mother,  a  diseased  pla- 
centa. 

As  the  gravid  uterus  enlarges,  especially  in  primiparse,  the 
mechanical  pressure  upon  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  vicera  (even 
sometimes  obstructing  the  free  movements  of  the  heart  and 
lungs),  often  provokes  the  abnormities  of  function  of  the  kid" 
neys,  the  intestines,  the  bladder,  the  respiratory  and  cardiac  ap- 
paratus, the  vascular  circulation,  and  as  a  consequence  of  these, 
abnormal  nervous  symptoms  that  greatly  inconvenience  the  pa- 
tient, and  sometimes  indicate  morbific  factors,  which,  if  not  de- 
feated of  their  baleful  influence,  may  lead  to  fatal  results. 

The  obstructions  to  the  normal  performance  of  the  functions  of 
the  human  organism,  or  any  part  of  it,  produced  by  this  mechan- 
ical pressure,  are  of  daily  observation,  not  only  when  caused  by 
a  gravid  uterus,  but  also  by  tumors  of  abnormal  hystology,  both 
benign  and  malignant. 

About  forty-six  years  ago,  the  substance  known  as  kiestine 
found  floating  on  the  urine  of  certain  females,  was  regarded  by 
some  reputable  authorities  as  a  certain  indication  of  pregnancy, 
and  many  medical  men  were  ready  to  go  into  court  and  swear 
that  its  presence  in  the  urine  of  a  female  was  a  certain  sign  of 
pregnancy.  But  it  has  often  been  found  floating  on  the  urine  of 
the  hysterical  and  the  chlorotic.  According  to  Lehman,  "the 
layer  of  kiestine  is  merely  a  formation  of  crystals  of  triple  phos- 
phate and  fungoid  and  confervoid  growths,  which  takes  place 
when  the  urine  becomes  alkaline."  [See  Raeslee's  Hystology, 
p.  88.] 

In  the  pregnant  woman  the  kidneys  often  abnormally  perform 
their  functions,  because  of  a  state  of  asthenia  produced  by  me- 
chanical crowding  of  those  organs.  So,  too,  in  chlorosis  and 
hysteria,  there  is  often  an  asthenic  condition  of  the  kidneys. 
Hence,  too,  the  appearance  of  kiestine  floating  on  the  urine  of 
the  chlorotic  and  the  hysterical. 

Who  that  has  ever  practiced  obstetrics  intelligently,  has  not 
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met  with  various  abnormities  in  the  urine  of  pregnant  and  lying- 
in  women,  and  rationally  attributed  them  mainly  to  mechanical 
pressure  upon  the  kidneys,  bladder  etc.?  That  it  should  often 
occur,  that  the  normal  amount  of  urea  is  not  excreted  by  the 
kidnej^s  cf  pregnant  women,  is  no  marvel  to  any  practitioner  of 
experience,  because  of  the  blood  stasis  in  the  vessels  of  those 
organs  produced  by  mechanical  pressure.  Evety  intelligent 
practitioner  is  in  the  habit  of  recommending  the  recumbent  pos- 
ture, with  the  thighs  flexed  upon  the  body,  to  relieve  "that  pres- 
sure, and  as  a  means  of  overcoming,  wholly  or  in  part,  the  ab- 
normities due  to  it. 

The  existence  of  urea  in  the  blood  of  a  pregnant  female,  and 
its  non-elimination,  may  reasonably  be  looked  for  in  many  cases; 
indeed,  in  more  cases  than  are  complicated  by  eclampsia,  either 
before,  at  the  time  of,  or  after  parturition.  Its  presence  in  the 
few  cases  of  puerperal  eclampsia  in  which  it  has  been  detected „ 
by  no  means  proves  that  it  is  the  sole  predisposing  or  prime 
cause  of  this  appalling  complication  of  child  bearing.  If,  per  se> 
it  is  the  predisposing  cause  of  the  eclampsia,  why  does  not 
eclampsia  occur  oftener  in  pregnancy  and  parturient  women, 
since  in  almost  every  case  of  pregnancy  there  is,  at  some  time 
during  gestation,  parturition,  and  within  the  month  after  the 
latter,  some  perceptible  evidences  of  abnormal  functional  action 
of  the  kidneys,  and  per  consequence,  of  the  bladder,  as  when  the 
sandy  products  of  the  former  irritate  the  latter,  especially  its 
neck?  The  presence  of  urea  in  the  blood,  when  it  appears  there- 
in, is  to  be  accounted  for  as  the  consequence  of  diseased  nutri- 
tion or  deranged  renal  function. 

Why  is  it  that  we  often  find  diseased  nutrition  and  deranged 
function  in  pregnant  and  parturient  women?  I  have  already- 
suggested  mechanical  pressure  as  an  important  factor  in  the  pro- 
duction of  diseased  nutrition  and  deranged  function. 

But  preceding  this,  and  often  accompanying  it,  is  another 
factor,  in  my  opinion  far  more  potent  in  the  production  of  renal 
and  cystic,  gastric,  enteric,  pulmonic,  cardiac,  spinal,  and  cere- 
bral abnormities  of  function.  This  is  a  failure  of  the  organic  in- 
stinct to  weigh  the  amount  of  plastic  and  nutritious  blood  neces- 
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sary  to  the  normal  support  of  mother  and  foetus,  and  retain  in 
the  vascular  system  of  the  mother  only  the  quantity  needed 
therefor. 

When  the  organic  instinct  thus  fails  to  mete  out  the  proper 
quantity  of  nutrition,  or  plastic  blood,  plethora  follows.  Pleth- 
ora is  incompatible  with  normal  nervous  action.  Hence,  in  the 
obstetric  patient  nervous  disturbances  caused  by  it,  more  or  less 
grave,  are  phenomena  of  frequent  observation. 

If  the  organic  instinct  retains  normal  control  over  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  blood  in  the  event  of  the  non-fecundation  of 
an  ovule,  the  surplus  of  blood  in  the  female  is  disposed  of  by  a 
normal  menstrual  flux. 

Dysmenorrhea  and  suppressio  mensium  in  robust  subjects, 
are  characterized  by  numerous  and  varied  nervous  abnormities, 
which  are  often  of  great  gravity,  and  are  most  dangerous  when 
the  suppression  is  sudden  and  complete.  Many  a  grave  is  occu- 
pied by  blooming,  robust  maidens,  hurried  thither  by  a  single 
act  of  imprudent  exposure  to  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  in 
obedience  to  the  demands  of  poverty,  society,  and  the  churches, 
at  times  of  religious  excitement. 

Is  it  not  irrational,  then,  to  ignore  the  liability  to  failure  of 
the  organic  instinct  to  proportion  the  quantity  of  plastic  blood 
to  the  joint  needs  of  the  mother  and  her  foetus  at  any  stage  of 
gestation,  during  parturition  and  until  the  full  establishment  of 
lactation  and  the  perfect  involution  of  the  uterus?  The  lochial 
discharge  is  a  normal  one,  in  par'  disposing  of  the  surplus  of 
blood  remaining  in  the  mother's  reproductive  and  associated  or- 
gans, no  longer  needed  to  nourish  the  foetus  in  utero.  The  ner- 
vous and  vascular  abnormities  consequent  upon  a  sudden  or  a 
too  early  suppression  of  a  lochia,  are  known  to  all  familiars  of 
the  lying-in  chamber.  * 

Now  the  reader  may  inquire,  "To  what  does  this  resume  of 
facts  and  theory  lead?"  The  answer  is,  to  the  vindication  on 
rational  theoretical  grounds  of  what  has  in  my  experience  al- 
ways been  successful  practice  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal 
eclampsia,  which,  unforunately,  under  the  influence  of  flippant 
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and  unphilosophical  lecturers  and  writers  has  fallen  into  cul- 
pable desuetude. 

Plethora  is  often  so  grave  as  to  partially  paralyze  every  func- 
tion,— sometimes  so  profound  as  to  completely  paralyze  the  vaso- 
motor nerves,  whose  normal  influence  is  necessary  to  the  contin- 
uance of  the  nutrition  and  even  of  the  life  of  the  patient.  Some- 
times the  veins  are  so  distended  by  plethora  as  to  provoke  there- 
in blood  stasis  so  complete  that  embolism,  effusion  of  serum, 
through  their  walls,  or  rupture  of  their  coats,  permitting  the 
escape  of  blood  into  the  surrounding  tissues,  may  occur.  Pleth- 
ora prevents  absorption  of  nutriment  and  medicines.  It  more 
or  less  impairs  the  impressibility  of  the  patient's  nervous  system 
by  any  kind  of  ingesta.  It  produces  a  feeling  of  feebleness  on  the 
part  of  the  patient,  which  is  too  often  mistaken  by  the  .practi- 
tioner and  patient  for  a  condition  that  forbids  depletion,  and 
seems  to  indicate  the  use  of  stimulants, — often  a  fatal  error  in 
practice. 

In  cases  wherein  puerperal  eclampsia  is  threatened,  as  indi- 
cated by  dizziness  so  profound  as  to  obscure  the  intellect,  it  has 
always  been  my  practice  to  let  blood  until  the  head  symptoms 
are  decidedly  palliated  before  resorting  to  anaesthetics  or  anti- 
spasmodics. So  too,  when  eclampsia  suddenly  and  unexpected- 
ly appalls  the  by-standers,  the  first  thing  I  do  is  to  bleed,  (pro- 
fusely, if  necessary,)  until  I  think  the  patient's  impressibility  by 
appropriate  medication  is  assured.  If  the  trial  of  remedies  con- 
vinces me  that  impressibility  has  not  been  secured,  I  resort  to 
bleeding  again  and  again.  The  quantity  of  blood  which  a  pa- 
tient, laboring  under  puerperal  eclampsia,  can  part  with,  without 
endangering  life,  or  interrupting  rapid  recovery,  is  sometimes 
as  great  as  would  cause  a  horse  to  stagger,  if  let  from  his  veins. 

The  quality  of  blood  let  in  all  of  my  cases  was  remarkable 
for  the  proportion  of  its  crassamentum,  which,  so  far  as  I  was 
able  to  perceive,  remained  unchanged  ta  the  last.  In  every  case 
the  recovery  of  the  patient  was  as  rapid  and  complete  as  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  parturition,  and  in  none  was  there  any  evidences 
of  anaemia. 

The  extraordinary  quanity  of  crassamentum  in    the  blood 
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drawn  from  patients  affected  with  puerperal  eclampsia,  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  theoretical  views  above  expressed,  which 
were  published  to  the  world  in  the  paper  I  have  made  mention  of 
in  the  initial  paragraph  of  this  communication.  For  these  views 
I  claim  originality.  If  any  one  had  previously  publicly  given 
utterance  to  them,  I  am  ignorant  thereof. 

Admitting  that  those  views  are  false  wholly  or  in  part  as  touch- 
ing the  failure  of  the  organic  instinct  to  regulate  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  nutritious  blood  constituents  needed  by  both  mother 
and  child,  there  are  potent  considerations  for  resorting  to  blood- 
letting as  the  means  of  assuring  successful  therapeusis  in  the 
treatment  of  eclampsia  with  anaesthetics,  anti-spasmodics,  nau- 
seantsand  anti-plastics  internally,  and  anaesthetics  by  inhalation. 

Blood-letting  in  plethora,  that  has  slowed  the  heart's  contrac- 
tions and  diminished  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  encourages 
more  rapid  movement  of  the  blood  in  the  veins,  and  consequently 
relieves  the  laboring  heart,  and  promotes  the  absorption  of  in- 
gesta,  whether  nutriments  or  medicines. 

Admitting  for  the  sake  ot  argument,  that  the  now  fashionable 
theory  that  uraemia  is  the  sole  cause  of  puerperal  eclampsia,  is 
true,  how  absurd  is  the  practice  based  upon  it  that  prompts  the 
practitioner  to  stand  by  the  side  of  the  eclamptic  woman  persist- 
ently refusing  to  let  out  by  venesection  any  part  of  it,  and  thus 
prepare  the  way  for  the  absorption  of  rationally  indicated  medi- 
cines? 

A  writer  in  the  University  Medical  Magazine  (Nov.,  1880),  re- 
viewing Vol.  II.  of  "American  System  of  Obstetrics,"  uses  the 
following  language: 

"In  his  account  of  the  etiology  of  'Eclampsia,'  Professor  Par- 
vin  seems  to  'count  it  a  bondage  to  fix  a  belief.'  At  the  pres- 
ent day  there  is  no  occasion  for  'affecting  free-will  in  thinking' 
upon  this  topic,  to  the  injury  of  the  patient.  Puerperal  convul- 
sions are  in  the  very  large  majority  of  cases  the  expression  of 
uraemia,  conditioned  upon  functional  or  organic  disease  of  the 
kindeys,  or  upon  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  urine  through  the 
ureters.  Possibly  on  account  of  his  obscure  and  confused  notions 
on  causation,  the  author  sees  fit  to  omit  mention  of  the  prophylac- 
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tic  value  of  the  hot- water  bath,  as  used  in  Vienna,  and  of  the  in- 
duction of  premature  labor.  Possibly,  also,  for  the  same  reason, 
Parvin  advocates  bleeding,  an  ancient  measure,  based  on  a  false 
pathology,  and  long  since  condemned  alike  by  clinical  experi- 
ence and  responsible  opinion." 

I  opine  that  that  writer  has  rarely  stood  at  the  bedside  of  a 
puerperal  patient  in  private  practice  in  the  rural  districts,  else  he 
would  not  so  confidently  insist  upon  "the  hot-bath  as  used  in 
Vienna."  For  there  he  would  not,  in  ninety-nine  cases  in  a 
hundred,  command  a  hot  bath  until  his  eclamptic  patient  had 
given  up  the  ghost.  "If  puerperal  convulsions  are  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases  the  expression  of  uraemia  conditioned  upon 
functional  or  organic  disease  of  the  kidneys  upon  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  flow  of  urine  through  the  ureters,"  why  is  it  that,  in 
the  nine  cases  ot  puerperal  eclampsia  which  I  have  encountered, 
not  a  single  patient  has  manifested,  after  the  convulsions  have 
ceased,  any  more  renal  abnormities,  either  organic  or  functional, 
than  I  have  observed  in  normal  labors? 

If  bleeding  is  an  "ancient  measure  based  upon  a  false  pathology, 
and  long  since  condemned  alike  by  clinical  experience  and  re- 
sponsible opinion,"  why  is  it  that  timely  bleeding  has  thus  far 
been  vindicated  by  my  own  happy  results  from  the  judicious 
practice  of  it?  When,  where  and  by  whom,  has  more  success 
been  achieved  in  the  treatment  and  prophylaxis  of  puerperal 
eclampsia,  than  by  those  who  have  always  denied  and  still  deny 
that  uraemia,  an  occasional  abnormal  product  of  a  diseased  condi- 
tion, is  the  prime  and  only  cause  of  that  fearful  complication  of 
the  puerperal  state? 

So  intensely  interesting  has  been  the  treatment  of  puerperal 
eclampsia,  that  for  two  score  years,  it  has  been  my  habit  to  ask 
my  numerous  medical  friends  about  their  experience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  it,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  fatal  case  in  which 
timely  and  free  blood-letting  was  resorted  to.  Yet  I  have  often 
heard  of  deaths  consequent  upon  it,  when  the  practitioner  has 
failed  to  resort  to  timely  venesection. 

Some  who  condemn  in  toto  the  use  of  the  lancet,  never  owned  one 
nor  ever  performed  the  operation  of  phlebotomy.    Of  those  adher- 
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ing  to  the  pathological  theory  that  uraemia  is  the  only  prime  or 
predisposing  cause  of  puerperal  eclampsia,  who  has  suggested 
any  means  to  quickly  deplete  the  circulation  of  the  claimed  pois- 
onous quantity  of  urea,  that  has  ever  wrought  such  fortunate  re- 
sults, as  prompt  and  early  venesection?  Is  it  not  time  that  ob- 
stetricians, upon  whom  rest  the  responsibility  of  preserving  the 
lives  of  travailing  mothers,  enter  a  protest  against  the  con- 
demnation of  venesection  as  a  prophylactic  precaution,  in  cases 
of  threatened  puerperal  eclampsia,  and  as  the  foundation  of  the 
rational  treatment  of  this  terrible  complication  of  the  puerperal 
state,  when  it  exists,  since  that  condemnation  is  based  upon  irra- 
tional views  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  flippantly  iterated 
and  reiterated  by  writers  and  lecturers,  whose  ratiocination  pro- 
nounces a  consequence  of  a  disease  a  cause?  In  other  words,  they 
would  have  the  practitioner  "to  put  the  cart  before  the  horse," 
and  thus  face  his  burthen  of  responsibility  in  the  lying-in  cham- 
ber amid  the  wailings  of  the  motherless,  and  the  mourning  of 
widowers,  and  others  in  whom  the  sufferings  of  parturient  women 
excite  the  holiest  sympathies,  all  in  vain,  because  forsooth  he 
has  lent  obedience  to  so  called  authority,  in  violation  of  his  own 
common  sense  convictions? 

So  thoroughly  am  I  convinced  of  the  importance  of  blood-let- 
ting as  the  precedent  means  of  successfully  combating  puerperal 
convulsions,  that  I  regard  the  omission  of  it  as  not  only  irra- 
tional but  also  highly  culpable.  It  is  this  conviction,  arrived  at 
by  careful  study  and  by  successful  experience,  that  has  stimulated 
the  writing  of  this  paper  in  the  interest  of  humanity  in  general, 
and  the  most  interesting  of  all  patients, — those  who  appeal  to 
medical  science  and  skill  to  conduct  them  safely  through  the 
dangers  and  travails  of  child-birth — those  who,  if  science  and  skill 
be  not  at  fault,  ought  always  to  survive  the  performance  of  the 
physiological  function  of  reproduction. 

If,  Mr.  Editor,  some  of  the  language  used  in  this  paper  may 
seem  harsh,  and  discourteous  to  some  of  our  confreres,  who  are 
often  spoken  of  as  high  authorities  in  medical  matters,  I  have  no 
apology  to  make  for  using  it.  In  view  of  the  humanity  involved 
and  the  lives  at  risk,  all  of  us  should  derive  courage  from  our  con- 
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scientious  intelligent  convictions  and  boldly  assert  them.  It  is 
high  time,  that  the  fashionable  erroneous  views  of  the  etiology 
and  pathology  of  puerperal  couvulsions  should  be  combated  and 
exposed,  and  the  malpractice  based  upon  it  condemned.  Non  so- 
litus  jurat e  in  verba  magisUi^  I  have  spoken  in  this  paper  accord- 
ing to  the  faith  within  me — a  faith  founded  upon  observation,  ex- 
perience and  much  thought, — and  alone  in  behalf  of  much  suffer- 
ing women. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

PERITYPHLITIS  WITH  ABSCESS  OF  APPENDIX  YERMIFORMIS: 
OPERATION  AND  RECOYERY. 

BY  V\T.  A.  ELLISON,   M.  D. ,  MANCHACA. 


ON  January  3,  1890,  I  was  called  to  see  Tom  Davis,  aged  14: 
years,  who,  though  delicate,  had  always  had  good  health. 
I  was  told  that  the  patient  had  been  kicked  by  a  horse,  and  on 
making  an  examination,  I  found  the  humerus  fractured  at  the 
upper  third.  I  had  no  trouble  in  resetting  the  bone,  and  left  di- 
rections for  him  to  keep  quiet. 

On  the  night  of  the  8th  I  was  called  in  haste  to  see  the  pa- 
tient again.  I  found  him  suffering  with  severe  pain  in  the  ab- 
domen, but  more  severe  in  the  region  of  the  caecum,  pains  of  an 
intermittent  character;  and  by  placing  the  hand  on  the  abdomen 
I  could  feci  the  bowels  cramping  beneath.  On  making  inquiry, 
I  found  that  the  patient  had  eaten  a  considerable  amount  of  pe- 
cans on  the  5th,  and  that  on  the  6th  he  had  had  a  spell  of 
colic,  chough  not  very  severe,  though  the  abdomen  had  been 
rather  tender  ever  since;  I  also  learned  that  his  bowels  had  not 
moved  for  three  days.  There  was  at  this  time,  considerable 
tympanitis  and  great  tenderness.  My  diagnosis  was  colic  or 
enteralgia  due  to  non-digestion  of  the  pecans  eaten. 

I  gave  at  once  a  dose  of  Hoffman's  anodyne,  arom.  spt.  am- 
man,  and  chloroform,  also  ordered  a  copious  injection  of  warm 
water  and  soap,  which  was  used,  but  without  any  result.  I  had. 
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the  injection  repeated  several  times  during  the  next  twelve  hours, 
but  he  had  no  fecal  discharge. 

I  also  gave  Epsom  salts,  and  some  pills  of  aloin,  podophyllin, 
and  some  other  ingredients,  but  without  any  result.  Pain  was 
so  severe  that  I  was  compelled  to  give  morphine,  but  even  then 
there  was  very  little  relief. 

Thinking  that  if  I  could  possibly  get  the  bowels  to  move,  the 
patient  would  get  relief,  I  concluded  to  give  croton  oil.  I  gave 
the  croton  oil  one  half  drop  doses  every  half  hour  until  three 
doses  had  been  given.  Fifteen  minutes  alter  giving  the  third  and 
last  dose,  the  bowels  moved  freely,  discharge  thin  and  watery 
and  very  offensive.  Three  more  discharges  during  the  next  hour. 
Some  few  lumps  of  hard  fecal  matter.  Patient  much  easier,  and 
sleeping.  Bowels  moved  several  times  during  the  next  twenty- 
four  hours,  patient  feeling  much  better,  and  I  began  to  think 
that  he  was  about  well. 

January  ioth,  found  the  patient  resting  tolerably  well,  but 
complaining  of  considerable  soreness  in  the  bowels.  On  making 
a  close  examination,  I  found  great  tenderness  in  the  ileo-caecal 
region;  I  could  also  feel  a  considerable  enlargement.  Tempera- 
ture and  pulse  about  normal.  Every  hour  or  two  the  patient 
would  have  a  slight  attack  of  the  colicy  pains. 

I  saw  at  once  that  the  boy  had  typhlitis,  but  I  considered  it 
rather  a  mild  case;  gave  morphine  to  produce  complete  ease,  and 
ordered  him  kept  very  quiet,  also  directed  that  an  anodyne  lini- 
ment be  applied  every  hour  or  two. 

January  n.  Patient  about  the  same,  had  rested  most  of  the 
night;  bowels  still  very  sore;  could  plainly  see  the  enlargement 
in  the  right  iliac  region. 

I  told  the  father  that  I  feared  that  the  boy  would  have  an 
abscess,  and  I  pointed  out  the  dangers  to  him.  Applied 
tr.  iodine  to  the  enlargement;  also  directed  that  turpentine 
stupes  be  applied  to  the  entire  abdomen,  as  warm  as  the  patient 
could  bear  them.  Bowels  moved  twice  during  the  night,  very- 
little  appetite,  slight  fever. 

January  12  to  18.  Patient  suffering  most  of  the  time,  requir- 
ing a  large  amount  of  tr.  opium  to  produce  any  rest,  occasional 
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rigors,  slight  fever  all  the  time.  Abdomen  very  tympanitic,  and 
tender.  So  much  so  that  I  could  not  define  the  enlargement 
spoken  of;  could  not  detect  any  dullness  on  percussion;  breath- 
ing difficult  on  account  of  distention  of  the  abdomen. 

January  20.  I  found  the  patient  no  better;  so  I  requested  that 
I  should  have  consultation.  About  the  21st  or  22nd  (don't  re- 
member the  exact  date),  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  of  Austin,  saw 
the  case  with  me,  and  agreed  with  me  in  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment, except  that  he  suggested  that  I  give  more  opium,  and  sub- 
stitute small  hot  poultices  for  the  turpentine  stupes  applied  di- 
rectly over  the  vermiform  appendix.  We  both  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  we  had  an  abscess  to  deal  with,  though  on  the  account 
of  the  great  distention  we  could  not  define  the  tumor,  nor  could 
we  get  any  fluctuation  or  dullness  on  percussion. 

Very  little  change  for  the  next  three  or  four  days;  of  course  pa- 
tient getting  weaker  all  the  time,  also  suffering  a  great  deal  in 
spite  of  the  opiate. 

Dr.  Swearingen  saw  the  patient  again  with  me  on  the  26th  and 
30th,  on  the  latter  date  could  distinctly  feel  and  see  the  enlarge- 
ment; also  some  dullness,  but  we  were  not  certain  whether  there 
was  fluctuation  or  not;  bowels  very  tympanitic,  not  much  fever, 
no  appetite,  bowels  move  every  day. 

February  1.  We  both  saw  the  patient  again;  debated  some 
time  as  to  whether  we  would  introduce  an  aspirating  needle  or 
not,  but  finally  concluded  to  wait  a  day  or  two  more.  I  stayed 
with  the  patient  all  night.  He  passed  a  very  bad  night  indeed, 
and  early  next  morning  I  sent  for  Dr.  Swearingen  again. 

Dr.  S.  arrived  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  we  proceeded  at  once 
to  operate.  After  producing  complete  anesthesia  with  chloro- 
form, Dr.  S.  at  my  request  introduced  a  large  aspirating  needle, 
and  as  soon  as  the  air  was  exhausted  from  the  aspirator,  it  imme- 
diately filled  with  pus.  Withdrawing  the  aspirator  he  made  a 
free  incision  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  long,  through  which 
gushed  an  abundance  of  thick  pus;  some  of  it  having  a  very 
strong  smell  of  fecal  matter. 

February  3.    Patient  feeling  much  better;  abscess   has  dis- 
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charged  at  least  one  quart  in  the  last  twelve  hours;  dressed  the 
wound  with  borated  cotton. 

February  4.  Patient  rested  very  badly  through  the  night, 
notwithstanding  we  gave  him  a  large  quantity  of  laudanum. 
Discharged  quite  a  quantity  of  feces  through  the  abscess.  Odor 
very  offensive. 

February  6.  Patient  improving,  rests  better;  wants  to  eat. 
Abscess  still  discharging  pus  freely,  also  some  fecal  matter  pas- 
sing through  abscess. 

February  7th  to  10th.  Patient  still  improving;  no  fever;  ap- 
petite good,  but  digestion  bad;  compelled  to  give  opium  to  re- 
lieve the  colic  pains,  which  are  very  severe  at  times.  Tympan- 
itis disappearing.  No  fecal  discharge  through  the  abscess  since 
the  6th;  bowels  have  not  moved  naturally  since  the  2nd.  Or- 
dered an  injection  of  warm  water  and  glycerine  into  the  rectum, 
which  he  retained  an  hour  or  two  without  any  desire  to  go  to 
stool.  Repeated  the  injection  and  then  introduced  a  tube  into 
the  rectum  and  let  the  water  flow  out  again;  water  considerably 
stained  with  feces.  This  seemed  to  give  him  considerable  relief. 
The  rectum  seems  to  have  lost  all  sensibility.  The  patient  has 
no  desire  whatever  to  go  to  stool,  even  after  a  copious  injection:, 
ordered  an  injection  every  six  hours  and  then  a  half  an  hour  af- 
terwards to  introduce  the  tube  and  let  the  water  pour  off,  if  there 
was  still  no  desire  to  pass  it.  This  seemed  to  give  a  great  deal 
of  relief. 

February  13.  Patient  still  improving;  bowels  moved  freely  to- 
day, still  has  severe  pains  at  times,  though  not  so  often;  no  fever; 
appetite  good. 

February  20.  Patient  has  been  gradually  improving  every  day, 
but  has  some  fever  to-day  and  feels  very  stretchy;  pain  in  back 
and  legs.  I  diagnosed  la  g?  ippc;  gave  antifebrine  and  quinine;, 
fever  lasted  two  days  and  gradually  wore  off. 

March  1.  Patient  improving  rapidly;  abscess  is  still  discharg- 
ing slightly,  pus  healthy;  no  fecal  matter  passing  through  the 
abscess  since  February  6.    Still  has  light  attacks  of  colic;  has. 
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taken  no  opium  in  several  days.  Bowels  move  twice  a  day.  He 
is  taking  no  medicine  except  elix.  bismuth  and  pepsin  after  each 
meal;  good  appetite.  Patient  took  a  buggy  ride  to-day  and  en- 
joyed it  very  much. 

March  12.  Still  a  slight  discharge  every  day  or  two  of  pus 
from  the  abscess.  Patient  says  -he  feels  entirely  well;  walks 
around  in  the  house.    Has  had  no  pain  in  ten  days. 

March  13.  Patient  and  his  mother  think  there  was  a  slight 
discharge  of  feces  through  the  abscess  to-day;  they  say  it  looked 
and  smelled  like  it.  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  discharge  was 
fecal  or  not;  I  did  not  see  it;  perhaps  it  was,  but  I  can  hardly 
think  that  there  is  still  an  opening  into  the  gut,  as  there  has 
been  no  dischage  ot  fecal  matter  for  more  than  a  month  through 
the  abscess  until  to-day. 

March  16.  Slight  discharge  of  fecal  matter  through  the  ab- 
scess to-day.  Patient  says  he  feels  entirely  well,  and  gaining 
strength  rapidly;  appetite  and  digestion  good;  sleeps  well;  able 
to  walk  all  over  the  yard. 

March  26.  The  external  opening  in  the  abscess  seems  deter- 
mined to  heal.  Have  kept  it  open  until  now  by  keeping  a  cot- 
ton string  inserted  and  by  applying  warm  poultices.  No  fecal 
discharge  from  abscess  in  ten  days;  almost  no  pus  discharging. 
I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  opening  from  the  intestine  into 
the  abscess  has  closed,  and  if  so,  the  patient  will  be  entirely 
well  in  a  short  time. 

I  will  here  remark  that  the  fracture  of  the  humerus  united 
all  right,  except  a  slight  angle  at  the  point  of  fracture,  due  to 
the  loosening  of  the  bandage  from  the  rapid  loss  of  flesh  and  the 
boy  being  so  restless  and  in  so  much  pain  that  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  the  arm  well  confined. 

I  will  also  remark  here  that  the  patient  was  unable  to  void  his 
urine  for  several  days  at  the  time,  during  the  last  week  in  Janu- 
ary. I  taught  the  father  to  introdnce  a  soft  rubber  catheter;  and 
had  the  urine  drawn  several  times  a  day.  I  attributed  the  blad- 
der trouble  to  the  opium  taken. 
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For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

SOME  AMUSING  THEORIES  OF  BY-GONE  DAIS. 


DR.  E.  WH.DEMAN,  YARDLEY,  PA. 


I HAVE  been  glancing  over  Martin's  Philosophy,  which  gave 
the  scientific  theories  ol  1778,  and  concluded  the  readers 
of  your  journal  might  find  some  very  interesting, — amongst 
which  are: 

"The  learned  of  late  have  found  by  their  Microscopes  that  not 
only  Man,  but  all  Animals  do  really  exist  (in  their  proper  Form 
compleat  in  all  their  parts)  in  the  Seed  of  the  Male  Animal,  be- 
fore Generation,  in  a  small  invisible  State,  called  Miniature.  It 
is  amazing  to  see  the  prodigious  Numbers  of  little  Creatures, 
like  so  many  Tadpoles,  swimming  every  way  in  the  Male  Sperm 
of  all  Animals.  Those  animals  are  so  small  that  3,000,000,000, 
i.  e.  three  thousand  Millions  of  them,  are  not  equal  to  a  Grain  of 
sand,  whose  diameter  is  but  the  ioodth  part  of  an  inch. 

"The  Animalcule  that  has  the  good  Luck  to  get  safe  into  the 
womb,  through  the  Fallopian  tubes  is  a  kind  of  Egg,  is  there 
fostered  a  while  somehow.  At  length,  the  Placenta  appears  like 
a  cloud  on  one  side  of  the  external  coat  of  the  egg,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Spine  of  the  Embryo  is  grown  so  big  as  to  be  vis- 
ible, and  a  little  after  the  Brain  and  cerebellum  appear  like  two 
small  Bladders,  and  the  Eyes  next  stand  goggling  out  of  the 
head.  Then  the  beating  of  the  heart  or  Punctum  Saliens,  is 
plainly  to  be  seen,  and  the  Extremities  of  the  Body  discover 
themselves  last  of  all.  So  far  Dr.  Keill.  And  this  is  the  present 
Theory  of  Generation;  and  very  much  alike  in  Plants  and  Ani- 
mals.* 


*The  affair  of  Impregnation  and  Generation  even  after  all  the  late  Discov- 
eries, remains  so  very  perplexed  and  doubtful  that  nothing  of  Certainty  can 
yet  be  determined  about  it.  Some  asserting  the  little  "Animal"  to  be  ori- 
ginally in  the  Female  Egg,  others  deny  that,  and  affirm  they  have  no 
being  till  the  Egg  is  fecundated  by  the  Semen  Masculinum  in  Coitu.  See 
the  controversy  in  Mr.  Bradley's  Phil.  Account  of  the  Works  of  Nature, 
chap.  9,  Miscellanea  Curiosa,  Vol.  1,  page  142,  by  Mr.  Garden. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


This  is  the  scientific  idea  on  Generation  of  1778. 

Fowls,  Nature  of. — Egg  is  a  stupendous  contrivance  of  in- 
finite wisdom;  chickens  are  nourished  by  the  white  alone  till 
grown  great,  then  fed  on  the  stronger  diet  of  the  Yolk.  Though 
all  fowl  are  hatched  from  Eggs,  yet  it  is  not  always  by  the  incu- 
bation or  brooding  of  the  parent  Fowl  but  by  some  other  heat  or 
warmth  sometimes.    Thus  Job  The  Ostrich  leaveth  her 

Eggs  in  the  Earth  and  Warmeth  them  in  the  Dust;  and  at  this 
Time  they  hatch  Chickens  in  Ovens  at  Grand  Cairo  in  Egypt. 
Each  Oven  containing  8000  Eggs." 

The  Lungs  *  *  *  *  *  Their  Use.— "This  is  the  great 
organ  of  Breathing  or  Respiration  as  the  Air  by  its  weight  forceth 
into  evry  cavity,  so  as  soon  as  the  Foetus  is  born  It  rushes  into 
the  cavity  of  the  Lungs  and  fills  the  vesicles,  and  by  extending 
them,  compresses  the  small  Blood  Globules  in  the  Vessels 
spread  upon  them;  this  compression  is  much  greatest  when  the 
air  is  expelled  out  of  the  Lungs  by  the  Contraction  of  the  Breast, 
and  by  this  compression  the  Red  Globules  of  Blood  which 
through  the  languid  motion  in  the  veins  were  grown  too  large  to 
circulate,  are  again  broken  and  divided  into  the  Serum,  and  so- 
the  blood  is  anew  made  fit  for  nutrition  and  secretion.  Dr.  Keill 
also  thinks  that  that  the  air  doth  hereby  enter  and  mix  with  the 
blood.  Dr.  Cheyne  saith,  the  Elastic  Globules  of  the  blood  are 
hereby  formed — and  others  hold  other  opinions.  But  I  (Martin) 
think  it  strange  that  Etmuller,  amongst  its  fourteen  uses  there- 
of, has  not  mentioned  the  Vital  Spirit  of  the  Air,  which,  prob- 
ably, intermixed  with  the  Blood,  and  diffused  through  all  the 
Body,  and  is  therein  the  Principal  of  Animal  Life.  — Since  it  is 
well  known  Animals  cannot  live  in  Air  deprived  of  this  Spi>  it. 
Neither  has  Mr.  Derham  hinted  anything  concerning  it." 

Martin's  old  philosophy  continues,  describing  the  Heart,  Liver 
(to  separate  Bile  from  the  Blood).  I  notice  there  is  no  Jdescrip- 
tion  of  the  Spleen. 

A  Description  of  the  Cuticular  Glands  is  very  elabor- 
ate, one  grain  of  sand  to  cover  125,000  of  them,  etc.  But  in  a 
note  below  Martin  says:  "This  is  upon  trust  of  Mr.  Lewenhoek,, 
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who  certainly  was  very  happy  at  these  kinds  of  inventions,  for 
his  eyes,  though  old,  and  microscopes,  though  single  ones,  could 
in  many  cases  discover  what  I  never  could  with  young  eyes  and 
the  best  double  microscopes.  I  have  tried  in  variety  of  subjects 
to  find  these  Pores  in  the  Cuticle,  but  in  vain.  And  Indeed  I 
very  much  question  whether  he  ever  did  actually  see  any  such 
Thing.  M." 

There  are  many  sentences  that  show  to  us  how  our  forefathers 
handled  scientific  questions.  How  ambitious  they  were,  and 
what  little  hesitation  was  used  to  contradict  a  fellow-scientist's 
views.    You  notice  it  is  done  in  plain  English. 

When  we  gaze  into  these  old  works,  and  think  how  suffering 
humanity  was  treated  in  those  days,  it  gives  to  us  a  feeling 
of  increased  pride  and  thankfulness,  to  know  that  scientific 
knowledge  has  so  advanced  as  to  brighten  the  darkness,  and 
bestow  upon  us  a  high  grade  of  intellectual  power  which  can 
be  constantly  improved  by  our  text  books  and  medical  journals. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal : 

SUCCESSFUL  CASE  OF  LAPAROTOMY. 


R.  E.  MOSS,  M.  D. ,  MEXIA. 

T)ATIEXT  Mrs.  M,  set  58,  mother  of  five  children,  always 
health}7  and  never  noticed  any  abdominal  enlargement  until 
about  two  years  ago,  she  noticed  a  small  hard  mass  in  the  me- 
dian line  just  above  the  pubic  bone. 

In  never  gave  any  pain,  but  was  rapidly  increasing  in  size, 
which  caused  her  to  consult  me  on  February  3,  1890. 

After  being  told  that  an  operation  was  the  only  plan  of  relief; 
she  was  eager  to  have  it  done  next  day.  I  postponed  it  until  the 
6th,  in  order  to  prepare  the  patient,  and  also  the  room. 

After  making  an  incision  through  the  median  line  and  expos- 
ing the  cyst  wall,  we  tapped  it,  drawing  off  a  gallon  and  a  half 
of  dark  thick  grumous  fluid,  but  found  we  had  a  multilocular 
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cyst  to  deal  with.  The  other  four  compartments  contained  a 
straw  colored  fluid. 

The  left  broad  ligament,  tube  and  ovary  were  ligated  and  re- 
moved; being  so  intimately  connected  with  the  tumor  that  sep- 
aration would  have  been  impossible,  and  the  ovary  proved  to  be 
cystic. 

The  tumor  seemed  to  grow  out  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
uterus,  and  had  no  real  pedicle,  which  necessitated  ligating 
it  in  sections. 

After  the  mass  was  removed  the  abdominal  cavity  was  freely 
flushed  with  hot  bi-chloride  water  and  mopped  dry  with  clean 
carbolized  sponges. 

The  opening  was  closed  with  silver  wire,  and  dressed  with  dry 
iodoform  wool  cotton,  kept  in  place  with  a  flannel  roller.  She 
was  put  to  bed  in  good  condition  and  made  a  nice  recovery  with- 
out a  single  unfavorable  sympton. 

I  report  this  just  to  add  another  successful  case  to  the  list  of 
Texas  operations,  and  as  an  advocate  of  completely  closing  the 
abdominal  incision  to  keep  out  the  "little  pestiferous  bugs." 

If  drainage  becomes  necessary,  secure  it  through  an  opening 
into  Douglas's  pouch. 


Correspondence. 


SCREW-WORMS  IN  THE  MOUTH. 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  March,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV s  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

I  saw  to-day  what  to  me  was  a  remarkable  case.  A  railroad 
hand  who  had  been  some  weeks  in  the  Santa  Rosa  hospital,  suf- 
fering from  an  attack  of  enteric  fever,  was  convalescent,  though 
a  portion  of  the  time  lying  in  semi-unconcious  condition.  Three 
or  four  days  ago  complained  of  tooth-ache,  for  which  some  sim- 
ple remedy  was  prescribed,  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  the 
trouble  until  this  morning  I  noticed  that  the  cheek  was  swollen; 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


385 


examined  the  gum,  supposing  there  was  a  collection  of  pus. 
When  to  my  surprise,  I  found  quite  a  cavity  and  a  deep  rugged 
ulcer  of  the  gum  over  the  second  and  third  upper  molars,  and 
this  filled  with  screw  worms.  (What  is  the  technical  name?)  As 
many  as  ten  were  taken  out.  They  seemed  to  have  burrowed 
between  the  roots  of  the  teeth  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  gum. 
No  pain  was  complained  of,  and  the  poor  fellow  was  much  dis- 
gusted and  surprised  at  finding  such  animals  in  his  mouth.  The 
cavity  was  opened;  thoroughly  washed  out,  then  mopped  with 
pure  carbolic  acid  and  filled  with  iodoform.  The  nurses  told  me 
he  slept  with  his  mouth  open,  and  as  in  such  fevers,  it  was  very 
dry.  I  suppose  the  fly  deposited  its  larva  upon  the  gum,  and 
thus  followed  results  as  recorded.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a 
case,  and  is  it  not  somewhat  singular  that  no  pain  or  inconven- 
ience was  complained  of  except  one  day  a  slight  tooth  ache?  Yet 
the  worms  were  quite  large  and  numerous.     E.  Cross,  M.  D. 

[Similar  cases  have  been  published  in  this  Journai,;  two,  by 
Dr.  F.  A.  Schmitt,  we  believe;  in  his  cases  the  worms  were  in 
the  nasal  cavity,  and  were  expelled  by  blowing  calomel  upon 
them.— Ed.] 


Society  Notes. 

MINUTES  OF  THE  AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  tenth  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in  Aus- 
tin on  the  27th  ult.,  in  the  new  hall  fitted  up  jointly  with  the 
Travis  County  Medical  Society.  This  was  a  very  satisfactory 
meeting,  there  being  thirty-three  physicians  and  three  medical 
students  present. 

The  following  papers  were  read  and  discussed:  "The  Surgical 
Treatment  of  Urinary  Calculi,"  by  Dr.  Thos.  D.  Wooten;  "Sud- 
den Death  in  Labor,"  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Hardy;  "Stone  in  the  Blad- 
der, with  Lithotomy,"  by  Dr.  W.  M.  Cunningham;  "La  Grippe 
and  Some  of  its  Complications,"  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Cunningham  read  the  following  on  the  death  of  Dr.. 
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J.  F.  Perry,  of  Red  Rock,  Bastrop  county,  which  was  ordered 
published,  and  spread  upon  the  minutes,  as  a  resolution  from  the 
Society: 

''It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  aanounce  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  F. 
Perry,  of  Cold  Water  neighborhood,  Bastrop  county.  He  joined 
our  Society  at  the  last  meeting.  On  the  ioth  of  March,  1890, 
near  Red  Rock,  supported  by  the  grace  and  love  of  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  he  gently  and  peacefully  passed  away.  He  died 
from  the  effects  of  the  deadful  and  insidious  disease,  malarial 
hematuria. 

"In  his  life  he  was  modest  and  unassuming,  but  earnest,  ener- 
getic and  brave.  His  purposes  were  for  the  faithful  fulfillment 
of  his  duty  as  a  husband,  as  a  father,  as  a  member  of  society,  as 
a  citizen  of  the  country  he  loved,  as  a  physician  alwa}rs  read}'  to 
minister  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  distressed,  and  as  a  Chris- 
tian humbling  every  act  and  deed  of  his  life  to  the  will  of  God 
who  gave  him  life. 

"He  graduated  in  literature  before  he  reached  the  age  of  ma- 
turity, from  the  renowned  old  school  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.  Shortly 
afterwards  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  graduated  from 
the  medical  school  located  at  Nashville,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-one.  He  was  near  fifty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  had  been  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  thirty-five 
years.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  three  children. 

'In  his  death^the  country  has  lost  a  good  citizen,  Cold  Water 
neighborhood  a  valuable  physician  and  Christian  gentleman,  the 
sick  and  distressed  a  ready  helper,  and  his  family  a  kind  husband 
and  father. 

"Let  us,  gentlemen,  mingle  our  sadness  and  expressions  of 
condolence  with  the  tears  of  the  bereaved  family,  and  in  the 
name  of  charity  remind  them  that  it  is  life  to-day  and  to  pass 
away  to-morrow,  and  that  life's  greatest  achievement  is  to  be 
ready  when  the  hour  of  death  comes." 

There  were  three  new  names  admitted  to  membership,  and  one 
rejection. 

The  committee  appointed  at  last  meeting,  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaugh- 
lin, chairman,  to  confer  with  Dr.  Wooten,  President  of  the  Board 
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of  Regents,  relative  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Texas 
University,  asked  for  and  was  granted  until  the  next  meeting  to 
make  their  report. 

Dr.  Bennett,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  select  and  fit  up  a 
permanent  hall  for  the  Society,  reported  that  the  work  had  been 
completed  and  paid  for,  but  that  he  wanted  until  next  meeting 
to  present  an  itemized  statement  of  expenses,  etc.  Time  was 
granted. 

The  Society  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  card,  handed  in  for  opinion  as  to 
its  ethics,  is  unethical  where  the  physician  does  not  limit  him- 
self to  the  diseases  named  in  the  card:  "Doctor  treats  dis- 
eases of  the  rectum,  urinary  organs,  and  diseases  of  women." 

The  following  delegates  were  elected  to  represent  the  Society 
at  the  Fort  Worth  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion: J.  W.  Mclaughlin,  F.  R.  Martin,  W.  M.  Cunningham, 
Sam.  Cunningham,  E.  Clark,  T.  D.  Wooten,  W.  A.  Morris  S.  E. 
Hudson,  A.  V.  Doak,  G.  W.  Christian,  R.  Adkisson,  J.  W.  Car- 
hart,  R.  S.  Gregg,  and  R.  M.  Swearingeri. 

T.  J.  Bennett,  Sec'y. 


KEVIS10N  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  PHARMACOPEIA. 

OFFICIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The  convention  for  the  revision  of  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  May  7,  at  noon. 
As  it  is  necessary  that  some  preliminary  arrangements  should  be 
prepared  in  advance  of  the  convention,  I  have  taken  upon  my- 
self the  responsibility  of  appointing  the  following  delgates  to  act 
as  a  committee  of  arrangements: 

Dr.  Samuel  C.  Busey,  Dr.  C.  H.  A.  Kleinschmidt,  Dr.  Robert 
T.  Edes,  of  Washington;  Mr.  P.  W.  Bedford,  of  New  York,  and 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  National  College  of  Pharmacy  of 
the  following  members:  W.  S.  Thompson,  J.  A.  Milburn  and  S. 
E.  Waggaman,  M.  D. 

As  soon  as  arrangements  are  completed  a  circular  will  be  mailed 
to  each  organization  whose  credentials  are  received  by  me  before 
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April  10,  and  to  any  delegate  who  will  forward  his  address  on  a 
stamped  envelope  inclosed  to  me. 

As  president  of  the  convention  of  1880,  for  the  revision  of  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  I  would  report  that  up  to  the  first 
day  of  March  I  have  received  certificates  of  credentials  from  the 
following  list  of  delegates.  If  there  are  any  errors  in  the  same, 
either  in  initials  or  names,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  cor- 
rections be  sent  to  me,  P.  O.  Box  3281,  Boston,  Mass.  As  there 
are  a  large  number  of  delegates  appointed  whose  credentials  have 
not  yet  reached  me,  a  supplementary  list  will  be  published  later. 

[List  omitted.  The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  is  not 
mentioned,  though  credentials  were  furnished  last  year. — Ed.] 

The  railroads  in  the  territories  of  the  Trunk  Line  Commission, 
Central  Traffic  Association  and  the  Southern  Passenger  Associa- 
tion which  practically  includes  all  the  lines  between  New  York 
State  on  the  east,  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  the  Mississippi  River 
on  the  west,  and  all  the  Southern  States  will  make  the  conven- 
tion rate  of  a  full  fare  going,  and  one-third  fare  returning  (on  the 
usual  conditions)  to  all  delegates  and  their  friends  to  Washing- 
ton and  return.  In  the  New  England  States  and  Michigan,  as 
also  north  of  Chicago  and  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  no  con- 
cession can  be  obtained.  Circulars  giving  fuller  particulars  will 
be  issued  later.  Robert  Amory. 

[The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  being  a  chartered  insti- 
tution is  entitled  to  representation  and  should  send  delegates. — 
Ed.]   

ARRANGEMENT^  FOR  THE  MEETING  APRIL  22. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  April  5,  1890. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Dear  Doctor:  Please  publish  for  the  profession,  that  the 
committee  on  transportation  have  arranged  with  all  railroads  in 
the  State,  to  give  one  and  one-third  fare,  to  the  delegates  and 
physicians  who  will  attend  the  meeting  in  April.  Very  respect- 
fully, W.  A.  Adams,  M.  D., 

Chair.  Com.  Transportation. 

[Ticket?  will  be  on  sale  at  all  the  railroad  stations;  applicants 
for  membership  must  bring  their  diploma. — Ed.] 


EDITORIAL:  DEPAKTmsnf. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLLAEOEATCES  =■   

Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin.  Dr.  J.   W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Prof.  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  Galveston.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyncr,  Austin. 

Prof.  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  Prof.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Q*br>rn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  Mexico. 

Dr  E.  J.  Doerina,  Chicago.  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  Fort  Worth.  Dr.  Bat  Smith,  Wharton. 

Dr  Odo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Mcierhof,  New  York. 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  M.  D.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


THE  TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONVENTION   OF  THE  TEXAS 
STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


At  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  Fort  Worth  the  last  week  in  April 
(inst.),  beginning  Tuesday,  22nd,  and  holding  four  days,  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  attain  its  majority — will 
be  just  twenty-one  years  of  age.  It  was  organized  in  Houston, 
in  April,  1869;  by  a  few  devoted  followers  of  iEsculapius.  Alas, 
how  few  are  left  of  them  to  celebrate  the  Association's  twenty-first 
birth-day  !  We  can  recall  of  the  charter  members  only  Drs. 
D.  R.  Wallace,  T.  J.  Heard,  D.  F.  Stuart  andR.  T.  Flewellyn!— 
there  may  be  others  but  we  do  not  recall  them — who  officiated  at 
the  birth  of  this  now  strong  young  man -society, — so  full  of  vim 
and  vigor,  and  good,  we  hope,  for  fifty  years  more  of  useful  ex- 
istence. We  suggest  to  the  committee  of  arrangement  that  some- 
thing more  than  ordinary  ought  to  be  done,  to  commemmorate 
this  important  event.  The  Association's  attainment  of  legal  age 
should  be  recognized  in  an  appropriate  manner;  it  would  have 
been  well  to  defer  the  chartering  of  the  body  till  now;  but  that 
is  past. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  contemplate  applying  for 
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membership  and  who  have  not  heretofore  attended  the  meetings, 
we  publish  below  the  requirements  for  membership,  and  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  Association  was  formed;  together  with  a  list 
of  the  officers  of  Sections,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  desire  to 
contribute  papers. 

Article  3  of  the  Constitution  says:  "Every  regularly  educated 
man  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  who  is  a  graduate  of  a  regu- 
lar medical  college  in  good  standing,  and  who  adopts  and  con- 
forms to  the  code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  this  body;  provided  they  are 
members  in  good  standing  in  their  respective  county  or  district 
medical  societies. 

II.  "In  all  cases  where  there  exists  no  county  medical  asso- 
ciation (and  the  qualifications  for  membership  are  perfect  in 
every  other  respect)  this  fact  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  membership. 

[Applicants  for  membership  must  show  a  diploma,  or  certificate 
that  diploma  has  been  registered,  and  be  endorsed  by  two  mem- 
bers.— Ed.] 

Article  2  of  the  Constitution  says:  "The  objects  of  this  Asso- 
ciation shall  be  to  organize  the  medical  profession  of  the  State 
in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible;  to  encourage  a  high  stan- 
dard of  qualification  and  ethics;  to  promote  professional  brother- 
hood; to  labor  for  advancement  of  State  medicine,  i.  e.,  of  public 
hygiene;  of  medical  education;  of  medical  jurisprudence  and 
public  institutions  for  the  sick  and  the  infirm. 

The  Judicial  Council  consists  of  Drs.  P.  C.  Coleman,  R.  Ruth- 
erford, M.  D.  Knox,  R.  C.  Nettles,  I.  E.  Clarke,  C.  M.  Rams- 
dell,  T.  J.  Bell,  R.  H.  Harrison,  Sr.,  F.  S.  White,  E.  M.  Rabb, 
J.  V.  Spring  and  T.  J.  Wagley. 

The  Officers  are:  President,  R.  M.  Swearingen;  Vice  Presidents, 
A.  Sims,  B.  F.  Kingley  and  I.  E.  Clarke;  Secretary,  F.  E.- 
Daniel; Treasurer,  J.  Larendon. 

Section  on  Practice — Dr.  D.  M.  Ray,  Chairman;  Dr.  O.  East- 
land, Secretary. 

Section  on  Obstetrics — Dr.  S.  D.  Thruston,  Chairman. 

Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy — Dr.  W.  L,.  York,  Chairman. 

Section  on  State  Medicine,  etc. — Dr.  E.  L.  Ward,  Chairman. 
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Section  on  Gynecology — Dr.  H.  K.  Leake,  Chairman. 

Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence —Dr.  A.  D.  Burroughs, 
Chairman.  • 

Section  on  Ophthalmalogy  and  Otology — Dr.  G.  P.  Hall, 
Chairman. 

Section  on  Electro- Therapeutics— Dr.  A.  F.  Sampson,  Chair- 
man. 

Section  on  Dermatology — Dr.  S.  H.  Weatherford,  Chairman. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Dr.  W.  P.  Burts,  Chairman. 

Committee  on  Necrology — Dr.  B.  F.  Britain,  Chairman. 

Let  all  members  realize  that  an  imperative  duty  requires  that 
they  should  make  an  effort  to  attend  this  meeting.  We  are  en- 
gaged in  a  grand  work — one  of  regeneration  and  progress,  and 
need  the  co-operation  of  every  member.  Let  them  also  use  their 
influence  to  induce  others — not  members — to  come  and  join, — to 
bring  into  the  fold  all  the  desirable  men  in  the  State  to'  help  in 
the  great  work.  We  have  an  Augean  stable  to  clean  out,  and 
neither  Hercules  nor  the  Euphrates  to  help  us.  We  must  apply 
ourselves  to  the  task  and  determine  to  succeed, — we  must  reclaim 
the  State;  it  is  overrun  with  quacks. 

At  this  meeting,  among  other  things,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
appoint  delegates  to  the  convention  in  Washington,  May  7,  to 
revise  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia.  If  any  member  would  like  to 
go,  let  him  make  it  known  to  the  nominating  committee. 

Since  last  meeting  the  Association  has  lost  some  of  its  oldest 
members,  to  wit: 

Dr.  J.  B.  Robertson,  of  Goliad; 

Dr.  Ed.  Randall,  of  Galveston; 

Drs.  A.  E.  and  E.  J.  Carothers,  of  San  Antonio; 

Dr.  J.  M.  Lewis,  of  Mexia,  and 

Dr.  B.  B.  White,  of  Ennis. 

Peace  to  their  ashes. 

The  President's  address  will  be  a  gem,  and  alone'  worth  the 
expense  and  time  incident  to  leaving  home  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing. Let  all  lay  down  their  work  for  four  days  and  swell  the 
ranks  of  the  big  convention,- — and  last,  but  not  least — let  them 
bring  a  little  extra  cash,  to  renew  their  subscription  to  the  Jour- 
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:nal,  and  to  pay  up  their  dues;  the  latter  is  imperative \  as  pay 
xnent  must  be  made  on  registry. 


SOME  REASONS  WHY 


Southern  Physicians  Should  Attend  a  Southern  Polyclinic. 

It  has  become  qnite  a  fashion  lately  to  take  a  post-graduate 
course;  nearly  all  Texas  physicians  run  off  for  a  session  at  some 
Polyclinic;  and  the  fact  is  very  commendable.  But  we  have 
right  here  at  New  Orleans  a  Polyclinic,  which,  the  Journal 
learns  with  much  satisfaction,  is  fully  equipped  in  every  depart- 
ment and  detail,  officered  by  men  of  ability  and  experience,  and 
in  every  way  prepared  to  bring  a  practitioner  up  with  the  latest 
accepted  teachings  in  all  branches  of  practice.  It  is  true,  the 
New  Orleans  polyclinic  is  fairly  patronized  by  the  Texas  profes- 
sion; but  not  to  that  extent  it  should  be;  for  there. are  man}- 
advantages  not  possessed  by  other  schools,  however  able  and  well 
equipped.  This  we  do  not  say  to  the  disparagement  of  the  excel- 
lent New  York  Polyclinic,  which  institution  the  Journal  has 
often  commende^,  and  has  helped  to  build  up,  nor  the  excellent 
Chicago  Polyclinic;  for,  we  are  on  record  as  having  endorsed  it, 
and  recommended  our  readers  to  go  there.  But,  the  amount 
saved  in  railroad  and  hotel  expenses  alone  in  going  to  New  Or- 
leans instead  of  to  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  will  nearly  pay  for 
the  instruction, — a  big  item  to  a  poor  doctor.  The  main  ad- 
vantage offered  by  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic,  however,  is  in  the 
clinics  at  the  great  Charity  Hospital.  Here,  diseases  peculiar 
to  the  South  are  mostly  seen,  and  no  southern  physician  need  be 
told  that  such  diseases  require  quite  a  different  treatment  to  that 
adapted  to  such  diseases  as  are  met  with  in  the  hospitals  of  New 
Y'ork  or  Illinois  or  Pennsylvania.  The  New  Orleans  Polyclinic 
own  their  own  building,  which  is  within  easy  access  of  the  great 
Charity  Hospital,  where  all  the  clinics  are  held  except  the  Eye 
and  Ear  clinics;  these  are  held  only  four  blocks  away  at  the  Eye 
nnd  Ear  Hospital,  which,  since  Prof.  DeRoaldes,  the  Oculist  and 
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Laryngologist,  has  been  secured  to  the  Polyclinic  staff,  has  been 
thrown  open  to  students.  This  is  an  advantage  which  will  be 
appreciated;  for  it  obviates  running  from  point  to  point  as  in 
New  York,  for  instance,  in  order  to  avail  of  the  different  clinics. 
The  course  of  instruction,  which  begun  on  2nd  inst.,  extends 
over  a  period  of  sixty  days — two  full  months,  instead  of  six 
weeks,  as  is  the  case  in  most  Polyclinics. 

Now,  we  are  not  personally  acquainted  with  a  single  member 
of  the  faculty;  we  are  not  carrying  their  advertisement,  and  have 
no  interest  whatever  in  the  success  of  the  New  Orleans  Poly- 
clinic; but  on  principle,  we  advocate  patronizing  a  Southern 
school, — all  things  being  equal — in  preference  to  a  Northern 
school;  and  certainly  we  do  so  when  there  are  so  many  and  so 
manifest  advantages.    Texas  should  give  it  a  liberal  support. 

The  following  Texas  physicians  art*  now  in  attendance  there: 
Doctors  C.  A.  Danford,  Granger;  W.  W.  C.  Stirling,  Weaver; 
J.  D.  Grover,  Goldthwaite;  W.  E.  Pennington,  Ravenna;  G.  I,. 
Spurlock,  Valley  View;  J.  F.  Bertram,  Tantis;  W.  A.  Morton, 
Cottondale;  A.  M.  Denman,  Lufton;  N.  E.  Hooper,  Mexia;  (X 
H.  Coltwell,  Dodd  City;  W.  P.  Masterson,  Corn  Hill;  C.  S. 
Bobo,  Aurona;  J.  G.  Brooking,  Georgetown. 


Book  Notices 


Annual  of  the  Universal  Medical  Sciences.  A  Yearly 
Report  of  the  Progress  of  the  General  Sanitary  Sciences 
throughout  the  World.  Edited  by  Chas.  E.  Sajous,  M.  D., 
Lecturer  on  Laryngology  and  Rhiuology  in  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  etc.,  and  Seventy  Associated  Editors; 
Assisted  by  Over  Two  Hundred  Corresponding  Editors,  Col- 
laborators and  Correspondents.  Illustrated  with  Chromo-litho- 
graphs,  Engravings  and  Maps,  5  Vols.  F.  A.  Davis,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York  and  London,  1889. 

On  the  first  issue  of  the  Annual,  that  is  the  edition  of  1888,  the 


394 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


writer  considered  the  work  one  of  the  greatest  value  and  almost 
perfect  in  the  arrangement  of  subject  matter,  index,  and  general 
style,  but  the  edition  of  1889  is  a  decided  improvement  in  tnany 
respects  over  the  first  edition.  For  instance  a  complete  index  is 
found  in  each  volume.  Both  systems  of  weights  and  measures 
are  given  side  by  side.  The  plan  of  giving  proper  credit  to 
journals  has  also  been  improved  upon.  The  work  altogether  is  a 
marvel  of  beauty  and  excellence.  It  is  intended  to  include 
everything  that  is  new  or  worthy,  culled  from  all  scientific  pub- 
lications during  the  year  the  world  over.  If  }tou  have  written 
anything  that  deserves  to  live  look  for  it  in  the  Annual  with 
proper  credit.  The  best  of  everything  is  noticed.  The  rubbish 
is  left  behind.  A  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  whole  field  can  be 
had  by  the  perusal  of  these  volumes.  They  are  cheaper  than 
the  bound  journals,  because  the3' include  every  tongue  and  clime 
and  the  dross  is  left  out.  B. 


Foods  for  the  Fat.  A  Treatise  on  Corpulency  and  a  Dietary 
for  its  Cure.  By  Nathaliel  E.  Davies,  member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  England.  American  edition  by  Chas. 
W.  Greene,  M.  A.,  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  Com- 
pany, 1889.    Pp.  132. 

This  little  book  is  intended  for  the  laity  as  well  as  for  the  phy- 
sician, and  should  be  read  by  all.  What  we  eat  and  how  we  eat 
it,  as  well  as  how  it  is  prepared,  are  matters  of  more  consequence 
than  is  generally  supposed.  The  plan  suggested  for  reducing 
fat  seems  to  be  a  good  one.  B. 


A  Laboratory  Guide  in  Urinalysis  and  Toxicology.  By  R.  A. 
Witthaus,  A.  M.,  M.  D:,  Piofessor  of  Chemistry  and  Physics 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  city  of  New  York,  etc.  Sec- 
ond edition.    Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 

This  is  a  nice  little  book  for  students  and  practitioners.  It  is 
illustrated  and  has  alternate  blank  pages  for  notes.  B. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS   MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


395 


Medical  News  and  Miscellany 


Dr.  J.  T.  Harrington  has  removed  from  El  Paso  to  Abi- 
lene. 


Dr.  T.  J.  Milner,  ot  Greenville,  left  on  the  iothinst.  for  New 
York,  to  take  a  course  at  the  Polyclinic.  We  regret  that  he  will 
not  be  with  us  at  Fort  Worth;  we  will  miss  him. 


Jas.  Kennedy,  a  well-known  drnggist  of  San  Antonio,  and 
President  of  the  State  Pharmacy  Association,  graduated  M.  D. 
at  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York  recently.  Will  locate 
at  San  Antonio. 


Criminal.  Libel. — We  are  informed  by  readers  of  the  Texas 
Health  Journal  that  the  editor  of  that  publication, Dr.J.R.Briggs, 
is  being  prosecuted  for  criminal  libel,  in  the  courts  at  Dallas,  by 
a  Doctor  Reeves,  and  that  he  makes  a  touching  appeal  to  delin- 
quent subscribers  to  pay  up  to  enable  him  to  defend  the  suit. 


Married. — On  Thursday,  March  6,  at  the  residence  of  John 
A.  Davis,  Dr.  D.  B.  McGee,  of  May,  Brown  co.,  Texas,  to  Miss 
Cora  Diggs,  of  Grapeland,  Houston  county,  Texas.  The  Doc- 
tor and  his  fair  bride  arrived  in  this  city  on  Saturday  night's 
train  and  left  for  the  romantic  city  of  May  Sunday  morning. 
Mrs.  McGee  is  to  be  congratulated  in  capturing  the  Doctor,  for 
many  there  be  that  have  tried  before  but  their  efforts  were  futile. 
Mrs.  McGee  is  an  accomplished  young  lady  of  about  sixteen 
sweet  summers,  and  will  add  greatly  to  the  circles  of  May  socie- 
ty. The  Doctor  says  she  is  his  joy  and  pride  in  prosperity,  his 
support  and  comforter  in  affliction.  We  wish  this  newly  made 
couple  a  long,  happy  and  prosperous  life. — Kx. 


Within  a  very  few  days  after  this  issue  of  the  Journal 
reaches  its  readers  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  will  as- 
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semble  in  contention — its  twenty-second  annual-  at  the  great 
railroad  centre,  Fort  Worth.  Reduced  rates  over  all  the  roads 
have  been  secured,  delegates  pay  one  and  one-third  fare  going 
and  return  free.  A  ball  and  banquet  will  be  given  the  delegates, 
and  other  features  of  social  entertainment  have  been  provided 
for.  The  indications  are  that  there  will  be  a  very  full  atten- 
dance. The  Association  is  rapidly  growing  in  numbers  and  in 
influence,  and  the  day  will  come  when  not  to  be  a  membet  of  the 
State  Association  of  Physicians  will  be  a  significant  fact.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  will  provide 
entertainment  for  the  lady  guests — the  wives  and  daughters  of 
members  who  will  accompany  them,  and  not  let  their  exclusion 
from  the  banquet  be  as  painfully  conspicuous  as  it  has  heretofore 
been.  It  is  expected  that  distinguished  visitors  from  other 
States  will  be  present,  and  we  must  "put  the  best  foot  foremost." 


The  Long  Talked  of  Biography  of  Contemporary  Physi- 
cians of  Texas.— We  state  here  in  answer  to  the  many  inquir- 
ies, "when  will  the  book  be  ready?"  that  the  publication  of  the 
Biography  of  Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas  so  long  in  prep- 
aration by  the  editor  of  this  Journal,  was  abandoned  as  a  sepa- 
rate publication,  last  fall,  which  fact  was  duly  announced;  and 
the  data  of  such  of  the  subscribers  as  gave  their  consent  to  the 
consolidation,  was  turned  over  to  Dr.  Tobin  and  Mr.  L,.  K.  Daniel, 
who  had  gotten  up  material  for  a  work  to  be  called  "Types  of 
Successful  men"  of  Texas,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  latter  work. 
The  work  is  now  nearly  ready  for  delivering,  the  delay  being  in 
getting  the  engravings  from  New  York.  It  will  be  a  handsome 
book  of  some  700  pages  in  handsome  morocco  binding,  and  will 
contain  biography  and  portrait  of  distinguished  men  of  every 
class, — judges,  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  ranchmen,  teach- 
ers, etc.  All  subscribers  to  the  Contemporary  Physicians  of 
Texas  who  had  paid  subscription  in  part  or  in  full  will  receive  a 
copy,  and  their  agreement  with  Dr.  Daniel  fully  carried  out. 
The  work  is  being  issued  under  his  supervision,  but  his  name 
will  not  appear  in  connection  with  it;  in  fact  he  has  written  most 
of  the  sketches  and  read  most  of  the  proof, — superintending  the 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


397 


editing  of  the  work.  It  will  be  ready  within  thirty  days,  without 
accident.  Address  J.  J.  Tobin  or  L,.  E.  Daniel,  Austin.  Dr. 
Daniel  has  no  interest  in  it. 

An  Unfortunate  Occurrence. — It  appears  from  the  dis- 
patches received  by  the  secular  press  to-day,  April  nth,  that 
while  Dr.  W.  S.  Carothers,  (said  to  be  late  of  Austin*)  was 
alone  with  Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb  in  the  latter's  offi>e  in  Saltillo, 
Mexico,  he  was  shot  through  the  heart  and  instantly  killed.  Dr. 
Bibb  declares  it  was  entirely  accidental;  nevertheless  he  was  ar- 
rested and  charged  with  intentional  killing,  as  there  was  said  to 
be  some  feeling  between  them,  and  Bibb  when  excited,  is  known 
to  have  a  violent  temper.  Dr.  Carothers  had  returned  to  Saltillo 
to  remove  his  furniture  to  Mexico  City,  to  which  point  his  wife 
had  preceeded  him.  Whatever  may  be  the  facts,  the  Journal 
deplores  the  occurrence  and  regrets  that  Dr.  Bibb  should  have  got- 
ten into  trouble. 

[The  Dr.  Carothers  referred  to  in  the  dispatches,  it  seems  was 
Dr.  K.  J.  Carothers,  of  San  Antonio,  a  son  of  Dr.  K.  A.  Caroth- 
ers— a  distinguished  Texas  surgeon — lately  deceased,  and  who 
had  resided  many  years  in  Mexico.  Both  father  and  son  were 
members  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  Dr.  Bibb,  we 
learn  claims  that  Dr.  C.  accidentally  shot  himself.  Dr.  Bibb 
was  to  have  been  in  Austin  on  the  20th  on  his  way  to  the  Medical 
Convention  at  Fort  Worth  on  the  22nd. — Ed.] 

Later. — Bibb  released  on  bond. 


*  [We  know  of  110  such  person  who  ever  resided  in  Austin.  There  were 
two  Drs.  Carothers  in  San  Antonio,  A.  E.  and  E-  J. — Ed.] 


ARRANGEMENTS. 


Fort  Worth,  April  11,  1890. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  hotels  claim  that  they  are  always  full  and  are  not  much 
inclined  to  give  rates.  The  Pickwick  and  Ellis  will  charge  $2.50' 
per  day,  and  the  Mansion,  $2.00;  The  Grand,  $2.00;  Ginochio's, 
$2.50.    The  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  Opera  House. 
Yours,  very  truly,  W.  P.  Burts, 

Chairman  Arrangement  Committee. 


Facts  about  Campho-Phenique. 


Campho-Phenique  in  Diseases  of  Women. 
Dr.  Walter  B.  Dorsett,  Superintendent  Female  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  says: 
As  a  local  germicide,  applied  to  the  cervical  canal  in  early  cases  of  gonor- 
rhoea in  women,  Campho-Phenique  prevents  endometritis  and  salphyngitis, 
and  when  used  upon  open  chancroidal  buboes,  it  promotes  early  granulation 
and  healing. 

Dr.  P.  P.  Price,  Professor  Clinical  Gynecology,  Urinary  and  Rectal  Dis- 
eases Electric  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  writes:  Having  used  Campho- 
Phenique  with  wonderful  success  in  my  practice  for  the  past  year  in  the 
treatment  of  rectal,  vaginal  and  uterine  diseases,  I  deem  it  but  just  to  you 
that  I  give  this  expression  of  my  gratitude  for  the  great  benefits  derived 
from  so  valuable  a  remedy  as  Campho-Phenique.  I  regard  it  as  a  powerful 
antiseptic  and  local  anaesthetic. 

Dr.  Walter  Coles,  late  President  St.  Louis  Obstetrical  Society,  writes:  I  am 
much  pleased  with  Campho-Phenique.  Its  property  of  obtunding  pain,  in 
conjunction  with  its  antiseptic  and  local  alterative  effects,  renders  it  an  ad- 
mirable agent,  when  applied  undiluted,  in  the  treatment  of  erosions  about 
the  os  uteri,  and  chronic  ulcers  and  fissures  of  the  anus.  Mixed  with  vase- 
line it  may  be  applied  as  a  permanent  dressing  on  absorbent  cotton.  Diluted 
with  vaseline  or  lanoline  it  is  an  efficient  and  agreeable  application  in  many 
skin  diseases. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Knott,  Argos,  Ind.,  writes:  Campho-Phenique  is  superior  to  any 
application  I  have  ever  used  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  cases  of  ulceration 
of  the  os  uteri;  in  fact,  it  is  the  only  agent  I  have  ever  found  that  would 
cure  such  cases.  Two  cases  were  of  two  years  standing  and  had  resisted 
the  most  skillful  treatment.  Each  was  healed  nicely  with  Campho  Phenique, 
and  the  patients  relieved  of  what  had  been  a  loathsome  disease. 


Canipho-Phenique  in  Surgical  Practice. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Grayson,  Surgeon  to  St.  Mark's  Railroad  Hospital.  Venice,  Ills.,, 
says:  I  have  used  Campho-Phenique  in  all  sorts  of  surgical  procedures  and 
believe  it  to  be  the  best  antiseptic  known.  I  find  it  n on -irritating,  non- 
poisonous  and  highly  germicidal.  It  corrects  offensive  odors  and  facilitates 
healing.  In  a  word,  Campho-Phenique  is  the  only  antiseptic  agent  I  am 
acquainted  with  that  possesses  all  the  good  qualities  withoul  any  of  the  bad. 
It  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  in  erysipelatous  affections. 


Camplio-Phenique  in  General  Practice. 

Dr.  S.  T.  Yount,  President  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  writes:  I  have 
given  Campho-Phenique  a  careful  and  thorough  trial  in  a  great  variety  of 
cases,  and  find  it  better  than  any  known  remedy  I  have  heretofore  used.  I 
have  treated  two  cases  of  empyema  with  the  most  satisfactory  results  by  the 
use  of  your  remedy.  I  can  cheerfully  endorse  it  as  the  best  antiseptic, 
germicide  and  disinfectant  now  in  the  market,  and  also  can  recommend  it 
to  the  general  practitioner  as  the  very  thing  he  needs  for  the  various  wounds, 
sores  and  injuries  he  may  be  called  upon  to  treat. 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


399 


CIRCULAR. 


Office  of  the  Surgeon  General  ") 
Of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans,  - 
1 56  Washington  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  April  9,  1890.  ) 

To  the  SurvivofS  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Confedetate  States 
A?  my: 

Comrades:  The  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia^ 
on  this  day  twenty-five  years  ago,  practically  ended  the  struggle 
for  the  independence  of  the  Southern  States;  and  during  this 
quarter  of  a  century  death  has  thinned  our  ranks,  and  our  corps 
can  now  oppose  but  a  broken  line  in  the  great  struggle  against 
human  suffering,  disease  and  death. 

S.  P.  Moore,  Surgeon  General  of  the  Confederate  armies,  is 
dead.  Surgeons  L.  Guild,  A.  J.  Foard,  J.  H.  Berrien,  J.  T. 
Darby,  W.  A.  Carrington,  F.  A.  Ramsey,  Samuel  Choppin,  R. 
J.  Breckenridge,  E.  N.  Coney;  E.  S.  Gilliard,  E.  A.  Flewellen, 
A.  N.  Tally,  Paul  F.  Eve,  O.  F.  Manson,  Louis  D.  Ford,  Habgr- 
sham,  James  Bolton,  and  a  host  of  other  medical  officers  of  the 
Confederate  States  Army  are  dead.  The  Association  of  the 
United  Confederate  Veterans  was  formed  in  New  Orleans  in 
1888,  the  objects  of  which  are  historic,  social  and  benevolent. 
Our  illustrious  Commanding  General,  John  B.  Gordon,  Governor 
of  Georgia,  has  ordered  the  United  Confederate  Veterans  to  as- 
semble at  Chattanooga  on  July  2nd,  1890.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  every  surviving  member  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  Confed- 
erate Army,  will  meet  with  the  United  Confederate  Veterans  upon 
this  important  occasion,  and  promote  by  his  presence  and  his 
counsels  the  sacred  interests  of  the  Association  of  the  United 
Confederate  Veterans. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  future  historians,  and 
also  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  medical  profession  in  the 
South,  that  careful  records  should  be  furnished  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans,  embracing  the  following 
data: 

1.    Name,  age,  nativity,  date  of  commission  in  the  Confeder- 


4oo 


daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


ate  States  Arn^,  nature  and  length  of  service  of  each  and  every 
member  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Confederate  States  Army. 

2.  Obituary  notices  and  records  of  all  deceased  members  of 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Confederate  ArmjT. 

3.  The  titles  and  copies  of  all  field  and  hospital  reports  of  the 
Medical  Corps  of  the  Confederate  Army, 

4.  Titles  and  copies  of  all  published  and  unpublished  reports 
relating  to  military  surgery  and  diseases  of  armies,  camps,  hos- 
pitals and  prisons.  The  object  proposed  to  be  accomplished  by 
the  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans  is  the 
collection,  classification,  preservation  and  final  publication  of  all 
the  documenss  and  facts  bearing  upon  the  history  and  labors  of 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Confederate  States  Army  during  the 
civil  war,  1 861-1865.  Everything  which  relates  to  this  critical 
period  of  our  national  history  which  shall  illustrate  the  patriotic, 
self-sacrificing  and  scientific  labors  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
Confederate  States  Army,  and  which  shall  vindicate  the  truth  of 
history,  should  be  industriously  collected,  filed  and  finally  pub- 
lished. It  is  believed  that  invaluable  documents  are  scattered 
over  the  whole  land  in  the  hands  of  the  survivors  of  the  civil 
war  of  1861-1865,  which  will  form  material  for  correct  delinea- 
tion of  the  medical  history  of  the  corps  which  played  so  impor- 
tant a  part  in  the  great  historic  drama.  Death  is  daily  thinning 
our  ranks,  whilst  time  is  laying  its  heavy  hands  upon  the  heads 
of  those  whose  hair  is  already  whitening  with  the  advance  of 
years  and  the  burden  of  care. 

No  delay,  fellow-comrades,  should  be  suffered  in  the  collection 
and  preservation  of  these  precious  documents.  This  task  of 
collection  of  all  documents,  cases,  facts  relating  to  the  medical 
history  of  the  Confederate  Army  invites  the  immediate  attention 
and  co-operation  of  the  honored  comrades  and  beloved  compatri- 
ots throughout  the  South. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Jones,  M.  D., 

Surgeon-General  U.  C.  V. 

[We  publish  the  above  with  pleasure  at  the  request  of  Dr.  J. 
Jones,  the  Surgeon-General. — Ed.] 
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Publisher  s  Notes. 


An  interesting  article  by  Lucy  C.  Little,  entitled  "Literary 
England,"  will  be  found  in  the  March  number  of  Belford's  Mag- 
azine. 

Messrs.  Schieffelin  &  Co.,  the  enterprising  chemist^,  of  New 
York,  who  cater  to  the  wants  of  the  advanced  thinkers  and 
practitioners,  have  a  new  announcement  on  the  second  cover 
page;  read  it. 


In  a  case  of  Acute  Neuralgic  Headache  I  used  Peacock's  Bro- 
mides with  complete  success,  and  find  it  to  be  the  best  nerve 
sedative  prepared.  F.  F.  Henwood,  M.  D. 

Thompson,  Pa. 


Am  prescribing  Tongaline  with  satisfactory  results.  For  the 
indefinite  aches  and  pains  it  is  superior  to  any  other  anodyne. 
For  Nervous  Headache  or  Muscular  Rheumatism  it  is  almost  a 
specific.  Park  Ritchie,  M.  D.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


In  his  work  on  "SpinalConcussion,"  just  out  of  the  press,  S.  V. 
Clevenger,  M.  D.,  says,  page  252:  "There  are  many  excellent  sta- 
tionary batteries  with  appurtenances,  but,  for  neurological  pur- 
poses, I  know  of  nothing  that  surpasses  Barrett's  sealed  chloride 
of  silver  cells." 


Campho-phenique  is  the  name  of  a  new  candidate  for  favor  in 
the  eyes  of  the  profession.  It  is  said  by  Drs.  Walton,  Dorsett, 
Walter  Coles  and  other  well  known  physicians  who  have  used  it 
to  be  a  superior  local  germicide,  and  applicable  to  many  condi- 
tions.   See  advertisement,  and  give  it  a  trial. 


The  original  imported  Hoff's  Malt  Extract,  Tarrant's,  is  the 
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only  Malt  that  ever  received  an  award  of  merit  in  Germany.  It 
received  the  Bronze  Medal  at  the  Hamburg  Exhibition  last  year 
and  was  awarded  the  first  order  of  merit  (a  Silver  Medal),  at 
Melbourne,  Australia. 

To  prevent  substitution  specify  "Tarrant's"  when  prescribing 
HofFs  Malt. 


Ponca  Compound  is  a  superior  nervine  tonic,  excellent  for  ex- 
hausted brain  workers  and  very  valuable  for  the  sexual  organs 
of  the  male  as  well  as  the  female  as  a  general  restorative.  At 
the  same  time  its  influence  upon  all  the  abdominal  viscera,  in- 
cluding the  liver,  is  very  beneficial. 

J.  R.  Buchanan.  M.  D., 
No.  6  James  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mellier  Drug  Co.,  Manufacturers. 


Coltharp,  Texas,  April  4,  1890. 
Editor  Daniel 's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

Inclosed  you  will  please  find  ($2)  two  dollars.  I  would  have 
sent  it  sooner  but  did  not  wish  to  send  postage  stamps. 

L,et  the  Journal,  come  right  along.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
other  journal  that  contains  so  much  information  on  so  many  sub- 
jects and  at  so  low  a  price.  All  you  claim  for  your  Journal  is 
more  than  fulfilled.    Yours  truly, 

T.  M.  Sherman,  M.  D. 


Every  physician  who  has  had  occasion  to  make  a  post-mortem 
examination  is  familiar  with  the  peculiar  cadaverous  odor  which 
clings  so  tenaciously  to  the  hands.  Those  also  who.  have  treated 
uterine  cancer  know  the  sickening  odor  of  the  vaginal  discharges 
and  how  impossible  it  is  to  wash  it  from  the  hands.  In  such 
cases,  the  hands  should  be  washed  thoroughly  with  warm  water 
and  soap,  and  then  listerine  applied  full  strength.  If  listerine 
had  no  other  use  than  this  it  would  be  of  great  value,  but  beside 
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this,  it  is  of  inestimable  value  as  an  antiseptic,  either  internally 
or  externally. 


The  Kidneys  are  the  great  eliminating  organs  through  which 
much  deleterious  matter  is  voided  from  the  system.  In  many 
diseases  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  stimulate  them  to  in- 
creased action,  and  the  judicious  choice  of  diuretics  is  a  matter 
of  much  importance.  The  Wayne  Diuretic  Elixir  advertised  in 
this  issue  of  the  Journal  is  composed  of  buchu,  juniper,  acetate 
of  potassa  and  other  well  known  diuretics,  in  such  combination 
and  proportion,  as  to  get  the  best  results.  We  have  heard  it 
spoken  of  by  those  wTho  have  used  it,  as  an  article  of  real  merit, 
and  the  manufacturer  claim  for  it  great  virtue,  and  that  it  has 
not  received  that  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Texas  physicians 
that  its  merits  would  seem  to  warrant.  In  calling  attention  to  it, 
we  suggest  that  our  readers  give  it  a  trial  in  diseases  where  indi- 
cated. See  ad.,  and  should  you  order  it  or  use  it  mention  where 
you  saw  the  ad. 


Chas.  A.  Riley,  M.  D.,  Rockville,  Mo.,  says:  Some  time 
since  I  had  occasion  to  treat  one  of  the  worst  cases  of  chronic  al- 
coholism that  ever  came  under  my  observation. 

Patient,  man,  aged  twenty-four,  had  been  a  constant  drinker 
for  several  years,  interpersed  by  occasional  sprees,  and  during 
one  of  these  I  was  called  to  treat  him.  After  giving  him  medi- 
cine to  arouse  his  liver  to  proper  action,  I  commenced  giving  him 
table  spoonful  doses  of  Celerina  (Rio  Chem.  Co.)  every  four 
hours.  He  begged  for  whisky  until  he  got  under  the  influence 
of  Celerina,  which  was  only  a  few  doses;  after  that  he  quieted 
down,  and  the  terrible  appetite  for,  and  influence  of  whisky  be- 
gan to  subside.  In  about  eight  days  he  resumed  his  place  in 
business,  and  ever  since  has  had  no  appetite  for  whisky,  and  no 
bad  results  in  any  form.  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  equalled  as  a 
remedy  in  any  case  where  it  is  indicated. 
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The  Jenness-Milxer  Magazine  for  April  is  the  largest  and 
most  complete  number  of  this  publication  yet  given  to  the 
public.  The  system  of  dress  advocated  by  this  Magazine  is  now 
in  such  constant  demand,  that  the  present  issue  of  the  Magazine 
devotes  eleven  pages  to  discussion  and  presentation  of  most  ar- 
tistic styles  in  gowns,  wraps,  etc.  The  articles  on  Physical  Cul- 
ture, published  monthly,  grow  Constantly  more  instructive,  and 
are  the  best  papers  on  this  subject  that  have  ever  been  written. 
Not  only  are  there  articles  telling  women  how  to  be  beautiful,  as 
well  as  dress  beautifully,  but  there  are  papers  on  Social  Etiquette 
in  every  number,  invaluable  for  their  practical  suggestions. 

The  serial  story,  running  through  the  year,  and  written  by 
Mrs.  Jenness-Miller,  suggests  in  the  present  chapter  some  new 
ideas  upon  social  ethics,  and  promises  in  the  development  of  the 
plot,  a  new  departure  in  American  fiction.  "The  Use  and  Abuse 
of  the  Dance,"  by  Laura  Giddings,  is  interesting  in  its  historical 
suggestiveness  and  in  its  presentation  of  reasons  why  dancing 
should  be  regarded  as  essential  in  physical  culture.  A  charming 
Easter  story  by  Caro  Dugan,  a  graceful  poem  by  Mabel  Hayden, 
and  a  most  valuable  paper  on  Fine  Lace,  which  no  woman  should 
fail  to  read,  are  other  interesting  features  of  the  April  number  of 
this  popular  publication. 


Effervescent  Salts. — There  are  many  late  achievements  in 
pharmacy,  making  the  life  of  the  physician  very  much  more 
pleasant  not  only  to  himself,  but  also  to  his  patients.  In  this 
line  the  "Granular  Effervescent  Salts"  take  high  rank  for 
"beauty,"  agreeableness  and  value  as  therapeutic  agents.  Being 
attractive  to  the  eye,  generally  pleasant  to  taste,  and  agreeable 
to  the  most  delicate  stomach,  they  have  a  strong  backing  for 
commendation. 

I  wish  especially  to  call  attention  to  a  few  of  these  elegant 
preparations,  those  which  have  been  constant  fixtures  in  my 
office  out-fit  for  daily  use  for  the  past  four  or  five  years. 

Effervescent  Bromo  Soda.    (W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.)    This  is  a 


=>HRIS  WORLD'S  FHIR  MEDHL. 

ANOTHER  PEOOF  OF  SUPERIORITY. 

W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  have  received  a  silver  medal  at  the  Paris  World's  Fair,  being  the  highest  of  its 
;ind,  in  recognition  of  the  following  claims  : 

First— W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s  Pills,  quick 
solubility  and  accuracy.  Second — Reliability 
and  permanency  unsurpassed.  Third — Per- 
fection in  coating,  thorough  composition  and 
accurate  subdivision.  Fourth — Excellence  in 
solubility  of  the  finished  product  in  from  4 
to  6  minutes.  Fifth— Quinine  Pills,  for  accu- 
racy in  weight  and  purity  of  material.  Also 
for  Warner  &  Co.'s  Effervescent  Salts:  First 
— Superior  effervescing  properties.  Second — 
General  elegance  and  excellence.  Third — 
Stability  of  the  effervescing  quality  sustain- 
ed by  critical  examination.  This  is  the  13th 
World's  Fair  Medal  which  attest  to  their  su- 
periority. Be  careful  to  specify  Warner  &  Co. 


PARVULE  S 


The  term  Parvule,  from  Parvum  (small),  is  applied  to  a  new  class  of  remedies  (Warner  &  Co.'s)  in 
the  form  of  minute  pills,  containing  minimum  doses  for  frequent  repetition  in  cases  of  children  and 
adults.    It  is  claimed  by  some  practitioners  that  small  doses,  given  at  short  intervals,  exert  a  more 


alutary  effect.  Sidney  Ringer, 
great  variety  of  cases. 


D.,  in  his  recent  works  on  Therapeutics,  sustains  this  theory  in  a 


Parvules  of  Calomel,  1-20. 

WARNER  &  CO. 
Med.  Prop.— Alterative,  Purgative. 
Dose— 1  to  2  every  hour.   Two  Parvules  of  Calomel,  taken  every  hour  until  five  or  six  doses  are  ad- 
ministered (which  will  comprise  but  half  a  grain),  produces  an  activity  of  the  liver  which  will  be  for 
lowed  by  bilious  dejections  and  beneficial  effects  that  twenty  grains  of  Blue  Mass  or  ten  grains  of 
Calomel  rarely  cause,  and  sickness  of  the  stomach  does  not  usually  follow. 

Parvules  of  Calomel  and  Ipecac. 

WARNER  &  CO. 
Calomel,  i-io  gr.,  Ipecac,  i-io  gr.    Med.  Prop. — Alterative,  Purgative. 
Dose— 1  to  2  every  hour.    Two  Parvnles  of  Calomel  and  Ipecac  taken  every  hour  until  five  or  six 
doses  are  administered,  which  will  comprise  but  a  grain  af  Calomel,  produce  an  activity  of  the  liver 
which  will  be  followed  by  bilious  dejections  and  beneficial  effects  that  twenty  grains  of  Blue  Mass  or 
ten  grains  of  Calomel  rarely  cause;  sickness  of  the  stomach  does  not  usually  follow. 

Parvules  of  Aloin,  1-10. 

WARNER  &  CO. 
Med.  Prop. — A  most  desirable  Cathartic. 
The  most  useful  application  of  this  Parvule  is  in  periodic  irregularities— Dysmenorhcea  and  Amen- 
orrhcea.   They  should  be  given  in  doses  of  i  or  2  every  evening  at  about  the  expected  time. 

Dose — 4  to  6  at  once.  This  number  of  Parvules,  taken  at  any  time,  will  be  found  to  exert  an  easy, 
prompt  and  ample  Cathartic  effect,  unattended  with  nausea,  and  in  all  respects  furnishing  the  most 
aparient  and  cathartic  preparation  in  use.  For  habitual  constipation  they  replace,  when  taken  in 
single  parvules,  the  various  medicated  waters,  avoiding  the  quantity  required  by  the  latter  as  a  dose, 
which  fills  the  stomach  and  deranges  the  digestive  organs. 

Parvules  of  Podophyllin,  1-40. 

WARNER  &  CO. 
Med.  Prop.— Cathartic  Cholagogue. 
Two  Parvules  of  Podophyllin,  administered  three  times  a  day,  will  re-establish  and  regulate  the 

f>eristalic  action  and  relieve  habitual  constipation,  and  tone  to  the  liver,  and  invigorate  the  digestive 
unctions. 

Parvules  of  Arsenit:  Potash,  1-100. 

WARNER  &  CO. 

This  will  be  of  great  use  to  physicians,  as  two  parvules  represent  the  equivalent  of  one  drop  of 
Fowler's  Solution,  so  that  physicians  can  regulate  dose  by  giving  one  or  more  parvules  every  hour. 
1288  Market  St.,  PHILADELPHIA.  18  Liberty  St.,  NEW  YORK* 

PINK  GRANULES  ARE  NOT  PARVULES. 
ggf^Please  specify  WARNER  &  CO.,  in  your  Prescription. 
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combination  of  Caffeine  gr.  i.  and  Bromide  Sodinm  grs.  xxx. 
After  its  use  personally  for  several  years,  and  prescribing  it  in  a 
large  number  of  cases,  I  must  be  pardoned  if  I  speak  enthusias- 
tic of  it  in  nervous  headache.  This  difficulty  being  so  often  met 
with  a  prompt,  pleasant  and  effectual  remedy  is  a  boon  indeed. 
This  the  physician  has  in  Bromo  Soda.  A  nervous  headache, 
resulting  from  over-work,  study,  worry,  debility,  etc.,  from  one 
to  three  doses  of  Bromo  Soda  will  in  a  very  short  time  put  new 
life  and  vigor  in  the  sufferer. 

From  personal  experience  I  can  speak  of  this  agent  in  the  most 
positive  terms.  And  that  is,  its  almost  magic  effects  after  it  has 
been  necessary  to  use  an  opiate  for  some  time,  until  that  pecu- 
liar disagreeable  sensation,  so  often  felt  in  the  brain,  is  produced. 
A  dose  of  Bromo  Soda  drives  this  sensation  from  the  brain  al- 
most as  rapidly  as  the  sun  will  a  "fog"  from  dark  places.  The 
sensation  to  the  patient  reminds  him  of  a  mist  disappearing  at 
the  approach  of  sun  light.  The  head  is  left  as  "clear  as  a  bell" 
in  a  few  minutes. 

A  teaspoonful  in  half  a  glass  of  sweetened  water,  drank  at 
once,  is  a  very  grateful,  sparkling  drink. 

Granular  Effervescent  Citrate  of  Magnesia  is  another  prepara- 
tion of  superior  worth.    Far  superior  to  the  usual  liquid  form. 

"Crab  Orchard  Salt,"  an  exact  analysis  of  the  Crab  Orchard 
Spring,  producing  the  effect  of  that  valuable  agent. 

Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  have  presented  to  the  profession 
a  long  list  of  "Effervescent  Salts,"  many  of  them  of  superior 
value  as  therapeutic  preparations. — Medical  Free, Press. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Pickeriix. 


A  Good  Joke  ox  a  Doctor. — In  a  boom  edition  of  the  Two 
Capitals  published  at  Austin,  the  portrait  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Dorset,  the 
Superintendent  of  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  appears  amongst  many 
others  of  distinguished  citizens.  Underneath  it  is  printed  the 
name  of  Maj.  J.  T.  Brackenridge,  President  First  National 
bank.    Good  joke  on  Dorset  or  Brackenridge? 
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TEXAS  STATE.  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION— TWENTY-SECOND  AN 
NUAL  CONVENTION. 


Synopsis  of  Proceedings. 


FIRST  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 


Opera  House:  Fort  Worth,  Tuesday,  April  22,  1890. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  Dr.  W.  P.  Burts;  Rev.  J.  Morgan  Wells, 
of  the  First  Baptist  church,  invoked  the  Divine  blessing  on  the 
labors  of  the  Convention  in  an  eloquent  prayer,  and  was  followe 
by  the  President,  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  who,  being  introduced, 
declared  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convention  of  the  Associa- 
tion now  open.  Chairman  Burts  introduced  Hon.  W.  S.  Pendle- 
ton, Mayor  of  Fort  Worth,  who  tendered  the  Association  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  and  a  warm  welcome,  in  one  of  his  charac- 
teristic speeches.  On  behalf  of  the  local  medical  profession  Dr. 
Burts  delivered  a  brief  address,  extending  welcome  to  the  dele- 
gates as  guests  of  the  local  profession  and  of  the  city.  President 
Swearingen  responded  to  these  words  of  welcome  in  a  brief  speech, 
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after  which  he  delivered  the  usual  address,  containing  sugges- 
tions and  recommendations  for  the  "good  of  the  order." 

This  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  and  Vice-Pres- 
ident Sims — in  the  chair  temporarily — appointed  Drs.  J.  D.  Os- 
born,  T.  D.  Wooten,  J.  J.  Burroughs,  B.  Sanders  and  J.  M.  Willis. 

On  call  of  Judicial  Council  the  following  members  answered  to 
their  names  and  took  their  places,  to  wit:  Drs.  R.  H.  Harrison, 
Sr.;  P.  C.  Coleman,  M.  D.  Knox,  F.  S.  White,  E.  M.  Rabb,  C- 
M.  Ramsdell.  The  chair  appointed  to  the  vacancies,  temporarily, 
O.  Eastland,  B.  E.  Hadra,  J.  W.  Carhart,  T.  J.  Field,  W.  P. 
Powell  and  E.  J.  Beall.  Beall  being  absent  and  Carhart  asking 
to  be  excused,  the  Council  organized  with  ten  members,  and 
elected  Dr.  Harrison  Chairman  and  Dr.  Eastland  Secretary.  Dr. 
T.  J.  Bell,  a  member,  reported  later,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Council. 

Dr.  F.  R.  Martin  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Whereas,  There  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
the  members  present  as  to  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  present  Sec- 
retary, and  an  election  is  talked  of  for  a  successor;  and 

"Whereas,  It  is  claimed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  is  no 
vacancy,  the  present  incumbent  having  served  only  three  years, 
since  his  election,  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  the  question  be  at  once  referred  to  the  Judi- 
cial Council  for  decision." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Secretary  read  his  report  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  April  22,  1890. 

R.  M.  S~i'ea?i7ige?i,  M.  D.,  Presideyit,  and  Fellows  of  the  Texas  S. 
M.  A.: 

Your  Secretary  respectfully  begs  to  report  that  in  obedience  to 
discretionary  power  given  him  by  resolution  at  the  last  meeting, 
he  had  piinted  three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  on  medical 
legislation,  submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Dr. 
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George  Cupples,  at  that  meeting,  and  that  a  copy  was  sent  by 
mail  as  directed  in  the  resolution,  to  the  physicians  of  Texas. 

At  last  report,  there  were  carried  on  the  roll  of  active  mem- 
bers the  names  of  448  physicians;  there  were  admitted  to  mem- 
bership at  the  last  meeting  fifty-eight  members,  making  a  total 
membership  of  506,  as  per  the  register.  Since  last  meeting  there 
have  been  six  deaths,  leaving  the  number  500.  Of  that  number 
however  several  are  no  longer  actual  members,  they  having  re- 
moved from  the  State  and  ceased  paying  dues.  The  deaths  have 
been  as  follows:  Drs.  Kd.  Randal,  Galveston;  J.  B.  Robertson, 
Goliad;  J.  M.  Lewis,  Mexia;  R.  B.  White,  Ennis;  and  Drs.  A.  E. 
and  E.  J.  Carothers,  of  San  Antonio.  Doubtless  our  committee 
on  necrology  has  preserved  proper  record  of  the  respective  dates, 
etc. 

The  removals  from  the  State  are  Drs.  Fred.  Terrell,  formerly 
of  San  Antonio;  W.  J.  Pettus,  late  of  Galveston;  F.  E.  Yoakum, 
of  Greenville.  The  address  of  several  members  has  been  lost 
through  removal,  and  failure  to  report  to  the  Secretary,  to-wit: 
Dr.  H.  L.  Taylor,  late  of  Waco;  F.  M.  Blakemore  and  W.  W. 
Myers,  late  of  San  Marcos.  If  any  member  present  knows  their 
where-abouts,  he  will  please  report  to  the  Secretary. 

The  library  and  archives  of  the  Association  are  now  cared  for 
in  the  hall  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Association  at  Austin. 

There  are  now  carried  on  the  roll  twenty-four  auxilliary  Asso- 
ciations, and  there  is  no  abatement  in  the  interest  in  medical  or- 
ganization. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Secretary's  office  has  been  unusual 
ly  large,  and  courtesies  have  been  exchanged  with  all  the  sister 
Associations.  At  last  meeting  there  were  admitted  to  honorary 
membership  the  following  distinguished  physicians:  Drs.  J.  Har- 
vey Reed,  T.  More  Madden,  of  Dublin;  J.  L.  Cabel,  of  Virginia, 
recently  deceased,  and  Dr.  T.  F.  Noyes,  of  Detroit. 

The  Seventh  Decennial  Convention  for  the  revision  and  pub- 
lication of  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  May,  prox.,  the  seventh  day,  at  noon.  This  Association 
is  entitled  to  representation,  and  his  been  called  on  by  the  Presi- 
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dent,  Dr.  Robert  Armory,  to  appoint  delegates,  not  over  three. 
The  necessary  credentials  have  been  forwarded,  to-wit:  Certifi- 
cate of  incorporation,  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
Secretary  has  been  provided  with  two  blank  certificates  to  be 
filled  out  and  given  the  delegates  selected  at  this  meeting. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  as  per  resolution  adopted  at 
the  last  meeting,  authorizing  the  President  and  Secretary  to  se- 
cure a  charter  from  the  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  duty  was  promptly  performed.  A  copy  is  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  articles  of  incorporation  > 
together  with  the  names  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  first  year,  were  published  in  the  Transactions.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  elect  a  new  Board  of  Trustees  at  this  meet- 
ing, as  the  term  of  office  is  only  one  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

SECRETARY'S    FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

F.  E.  Daniel,   M.  D.,  Secretary,  in  Account  with  Texas  State 
Medical  Association: 

DEBTOR. 

1889-90.     To  balance  as  per  last  report  $1861 

To  amount,  dues  paid  by  members,  to-wit: 
Drs.  O.  J.  Kendall,  W.  M.  Powell,  T.  J. 
Bennett,  J.  F.  Dean,  J.  S.  Lankford,  W.  A. 
Morton,  J.  C.  Jones,  T.  S.  Burke,  J.  M. 
Burleson,  F.  H.  Tucker,  and  Jas.  Cowling. 


Eleven  at  $5  each   55  00 

Dr.  J.  Cummings   10  00 

Cash  from  the  sale  of  Transactions   5  05 

Aprif20.    Dr.  J.  A.  Davis,  with  application   10  00 


Total 


$98  66 
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CREDIT. 

By  cash,  stationery  last  meeting  (no  voucher)  $  85 
By  cash  paid  advertisement  for  bids,  (voucher  1)  35 
Cash  paid,  acknowledgement  three  signatures 

to   charter,   (voucher  No.  2)   1  50 

By  cash  paid  stamps  on  75  copies  Transac- 
tions, (voucher  No.  3)   .       6  75 

By  cash  paid,  expressage,  (voucher  4)  .  .  .  45 
Cash  paid  for  stamps  for  President's  letter 

(voucher  5)   5  00 

Cash  paid  for  stamps  on  Transactions  re- 
turned (no  voucher)   63 

Cash  paid  for  stamps  on  single  Transactions 

as  ordered,  (no  voucher)   1  10 

Cash  paid  for  stamps  for  Cupples'  report  on 
Medical  Legislation,  3000  copies  (vouch- 
ers 6  and  9)   30  00 

Cash  paid  for  stamps  and  postage  used  in 
office  during  the  year  (no  vouchers)  ...       5  00 
Clerical  work  on  above,  3  days  (voucher  7)  .       7  50 
Cash  paid  for  printing  600  President's  letter, 
3000  Cupples'  reports,  3000  envelopes,  vouch- 
er 8    42  50 

Cash  paid  for  drayage,  no  voucher   50 

April  ig}     Voucher  10,  certificate  of  incorporation  Sec- 
retary State  .       .  .  .y   1  00 

Total  $103  13 

98  66 

Balance  due  Secretary  $  4  47 

E.  &  O.  E.,  April  22,  1890. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.-  Secretary. 


The  report  was  on  motion  received,  and  referred  to  a  special 
committee  consisting  ofDr.sF.  R.  Martin,  H.  C.  Ghent  and  J. 
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T.  Wilson.  The  committee  after  careful  examination  reported 
it  correct  in  every  detail.    (See  report.) 

The  Treasurer  then  submitted  his  report  as  follows: 


TREASURER  S  REPORT. 


Dr.  J.  Larendon,  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  Texas  State  Medical 
Association: 


RECEIPTS. 


1890 
Apr.  16. 


To  cash  balance  on  hand  as  per  last  annual 

report  $     44  91 

To  cash  collected  from  members,  dues  up  to 

this  date  1,404  50 


Total  $I>449  41 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


Apr.  23.     Cash  paid  J.  R.  Briggs,  (prize  essay)  ...  $  100  00 

'    "       "       "  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  (due  bills)  ....  60  00 

'    "       "       "  F.  F.  Daniel,   (Sec'  y  salary)  .  .  200  00 

'    "       "       4<  Publishing  committee   300  00 

'    "       "       "  J.  Larendon,  (Treas.  salary)  .  .   .  100  00 
'    11       "       "J.  Larendon,  (for  postage)  ....  10  00 
"       "  George  Cupples,  for  postage  on  re- 
port in  surgery  •  14  00 

Cash  paid  A.  C.  Gray  for  printing  books,  re- 
ceipts, paper  and  envelopes   9  00 

Cash  paid  fee  for  charter   1000 

Sept,  30.    Cash  paid  E.  Von  Boeckmann  for  650  cop- 
ies of  Transactions  and  postage  ....  567  00 

"    "     Exchange   141 

1890. 

Apr.  16.     To  cash  balance  on  hand   78  00 


May  10. 
July  24. 


Total  $1,446  41 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Laredon,  Treasurer. 

Houston,  April  16,  1890. 
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The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  referred  to  Drs.  H.  A.  West, 
L.  J.  Graham  and  W.  P.  Perkins,  who,  after  examination,  re- 
ported it  correct. 

The  Publishing  Committee  then  submitted  their  report,  as  fol- 
lows. It  was  referred  to  Drs.  F.  A.  Schmitt,  F.  D.  Thompson 
and  J.  C.  Loggins: 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  President  and  Members  Texas  State  Medical  Association: 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  beg  leave  to  respectfully  re- 
port that  in  obedience  to  instructions  and  in  accord  with  custom, 
they  advertised  for  bids  for  printing  the  Transactions.  There 
were  two  only,  and  that  of  Kugene  von  Boeckmann  being  the 
lowest  and  best,  the  contract  was  awarded  him.  His  bid  was 
ninety- three  cents  per  page  (against  $1  last  year),  and  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  cents  per  copy  for  the  binding  for  cloth  binding, 
the  same  as  that  for  which  was  paid  formerly  35  cents;  no  charge 
for  pamphlet  covers.  The  committee  had  500  copies  bound  in  the 
cloth,  and  150  in  paper,  650  copies  in  all.  The  total  cost  of  the 
edition  was  $507,  or  78  cents  per  copy.  The  work  was  promptly 
and  satisfactorily  done,  and  the  Transactions  were  in  the  hands 
of  readers  earlier  than  usual,  and  ahead  of  nearly  all  the  sister 
Associations.  The  bill,  including  $60  postage  paid  by  the  pub- 
lishing house,  was  paid,  after  approval,  by  sight  draft  on  the 
Treasurer,  and  does  not,  therefore,  figure  in  the  Secretary's  finan- 
cial report.  A  copy  was,  of  course,  sent  to  each  member,  and  to 
the  honorary  members,  home  and  foreign;  seventy-five  copies 
were  afterwards  sent  to  the  medical  press,  boards  of  health,  col- 
leges, libraries,  etc.,  the  postage  on  which,  as  on  single  volumes, 
as  it  became  necessary  to  issue  them,  was  paid  by  the  Secretary. 

Your  committee  submit  herewith  the  Transactions,  and  trust 
their  service  has  been  satisfactory.  In  their  opinion  the  work  is 
as  well  done,  and  done  as  cheaply,  as  it  could  have  been  done  in 
Chicago  or  St.  Louis:  and  it  is  the  cheapest  and  one  of  the  best 
ever  gotten  out  for  the  Association.    Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Chairman, 
T.  J.  Bennett, 
J.  W.  McLaughlin, 

Committee. 
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The  committee  reported  as  follows: 

"Your  committee  to  examine  the  report  of  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee have  carefully  examined  it  according  to  instructions,  find 
it  correct  in  every  particular,  and  recommend  its  adoption." 

F.  A.  Schmitt,  Chairmam, 
Loggins, 
Thomson. 

Dr.  Ghent  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  procure  the 
names,  as  far  as  possible,  of  all  the  deceased  members  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  from  its  organization  to  the 
present  time,  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  death, 
with  the  postoffice  and  county  of  each,  and  the  year  admitted  as 
members  and  the  year  of  death,  and  have  the  same  published  at 
the  close  of  our  next  yearly  Transactions  under  the  caption,  '  'In 
Memoriam." 

On  call  of  committees  President  Swearingen  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  had  not  appointed  the  Committee  on  State  Board  of 
Health  provided  for  by  resolution  at  last  meeting.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Necrology,  on  Medical  Legislation  and  on  Report  of  Sur- 
gical cases  were  called  in  order,  and  as  the  chairman  of  each  was 
absent,  no  report  was  made. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  an  honorary  member,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

"Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
sociation limits  the  number  of  its  Vice-Presidents  to  only  three 
of  its  trusted  members;  and 

"Whereas,  In  the  2d  section  of  article  5  the  only  prescribed 
function  of  the  Vice-President  is  that  of  serving  as  President  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  the  President  from  the  meeting;  and 

"Whereas,  Important  interests  of  the  Association  would  be 
better  subserved  and  more  enhanced,  it  more  energetic  laborers 
were  in  the  field  of  its  work,  and  especially,  if  the  honored  Vice- 
Presidents  were  endowed  with  other  and  additional  function 
than  that  of  mere  figure  head;  and 
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"Whereas,  The  magnitude  of  work  would  be  greatly  simpli- 
fied and  systematically  methodized,  and  would  redown  to  the 
vitality  and  push  of  professional  interest,  if  the  State  were  divided 
in  four  quarters,  with  one  Vice-President  for  each  quarter,  who 
shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  urging  the  organization  of 
county  medical  societies  where  none  exist,  and  as  a  center  of 
reference  for  societies  already  established,  and  to  whom  monthly 
or  quarterly  reports  of  progress  should  be  made,  and  written  re- 
ports of  the  Vice-President  made  annual^  to  the  Association, 
embodying  such  or  so  much  of  the  county  reports  as  may  seem 
to  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  worthy  of  utility  and  commen- 
dation; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association  be  so  amended  in  section  1,  article  4,  as  to  read  four 
instead  of  three  Vice-Presidents,  and  that  section  2  of  article  4  be 
amended  to  read:  ''It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Presidents  to 
preside  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President;  in  the  rank  in 
which  they  are  numerically  recognized;  and  that  one  Vice  Pres- 
ident shall  be  elected  from  each  quarter  of  the  State,  such  quar- 
ters to  be  designated  in  the  By-laws  of  the  Association;  and  that 
each  Vice-President  is  charged  with  the  duty,  either  in  person  or 
by  correspondence,  of  urging  the  organization  of  medical  socie- 
ties in  each  of  the  counties  over  which  he  is  the  central  figure, 
and  to  assist  and  encourage  those  societies  already  established, 
receiving  monthly  or  quarterly  reports  from  all  of  them,  and  em- 
bodying in  his  written  annual  report  so  much  of  the  county  re- 
ports as  he  may  deem  of  professional  interest  and  utility  to  the 
Association. 

'  'Resolved,  further,  That,  for*  the  purpose  of  convenience  and 
general  advancement  of  State  professional  progress,  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association  adopt  as  one  of  its  By-laws  a  division 
of  the  State  into  four  quarters,  the  first  line  beginning  east  on 
the  31st  parallel  of  latitude,  running  west  across  the  State;  and 
the  second  line  beginning  north  on  the  980  of  longitude,  running 
south  across  the  State,  the  lines  so  meandering  as  to  include  en- 
tire counties  in  both  directions;  the  quarter  thus  designated  and 
established  to  be  numbered  first,  second,  third  and  fourth;  the 
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first  being  in  the  southeast,  the  second  in  the  northeast,  the  third 
in  southwest,  and  the  fourth  in  northwest  section  of  the  State. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Osborn's  resolution  was  received,  and  a  motion 
was  made  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  for  immediate  action 
and  report.  Dr.  A.  M.  Douglas  offered  as  a  substitute  that  the 
report  be  referred  to  the  Publishing  Committee,  with  instructions 
to  incorporate  it  in  the  volume  of  Transactions,  and  that  it  be 
acted  on  at  the  next  meeting.  The  point  was  raised  that  all  pro- 
posals to  change  the  Constitution  must  lie  over  one  year. 

Dr.  Osborn,  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  pointed  out  that  there 
is  no  such  requirement  in  the  Constitution  and  By-L,aws  of  the 
Association,  and  the  President  decided  accordingly. 

Dr.  Ward  said  that  there  is  an  unwritten  law  which  requires 
it,  and  that  all  parliamentary  bodies  are  governed  by  it.  Custom 
has  become  the  law. 

Dr.  Stout  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  No  second 
to  his  motion. 

The  question  being  called,  the  vote  was  on  Dr.  Douglas'  sub- 
stitute, which  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  was  so  referred. 

Dr.  G.  H.  L,ee,  by  permission,  read  an  address  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Jones,  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  survivors  of  the  medical  corps  of 
the  C.  S.  Army.    No  action  was  had  upon  it. 

Adjourned  to  2  p.  m. 

first  day — afternoon  session. 

Tuesday,  April  22,  1890. 

When  the  meeting  was  called  to  order,  the  Section  on  Practice 
was  called.  The  President  resigned  the  chair  to  Chairman  D. 
M.  Ray;  Dr.  O.  Eastland,  Secretary  of  the  Section. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Schmitt,  of  Shulenburg,  read  a  paper  giving  an  ac- 
count of  how  he  was  inoculated  in  some  mysterious  manner  in 
delivering  a  healthy  woman  in  a  premature  labor.  He  had  an 
abrasion  on  his  finger,  and  through  this  his  system  was  invaded 
by  a  violent  blood  poison,  which  came  near  taking  his  life.  It 
was  a  most  interesting  paper.  Paper  received  and  referred  to  Pub- 
lishing Committee. 
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Dr.  J.  D.  Burch  read  a  paper  giving  an  account  of  the  epidemic 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  which  prevailed  in  and  about 
Aurora  last  summer.  The  paper  was  received  and  referred  as 
usual,  but  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  author  and  instructions 
to  the  Publishing  Committee  to  publish  it  in  the  Transactions.* 

The  reading  of  this  paper  awakened  a  lively  discussion,  which 
was  participated  in  by  many  members,  some  claiming  the  disease 
to  be  contagious,  and  some  the  reverse. 

Prof.  Cain,  of  Nashville,  was  requested  to  give  his  views  of  the 
subject,  but  politely  asked  to  be  excused.  All  the  speakers 
complimented  Dr.  Burch' s  paper. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  read  an  excellent  paper,  entitled  "An 
Explanation  of  the  Phenomena  of  Contagion  and  Immunity  from 
Disease  based  on  the  Action  of  Physical  and  Biological  Laws." 

This  paper  was  listened  to  with  deep  interest,  and  a  lengthy 
and  spirited  discussion  followed. 

Dr.  Sears  moved  that  it  be  received  and  referred  to  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee,  and  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  the 
author.  Adopted. 

Adjourned  to  9  a.  m.,  Wednesday. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 

Approved: 

R.  M.  Swearingen,  President. 


SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 


Wednesday,  April  23,  1890. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Nalle,  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Minutes  of  previous  day's  proceedings  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Daniel,  the  Secretary,  rose  to  a  point  of  personal  privilege, 
and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  speak  on  a  subject  of  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Association.  He  said  that  the  question  as  to 
the  tenure  of  office  of  the  present  Secretary  was  in  dispute,  and 


*The  publication  of  any  paper  read  is  discretionary  with  this  committee, 
unless  publication  is  thus  requested. — Ed. 
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had  been  referred  to  the  Judicial  Council,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
first  session.  They  had  deliberated  on  it  twenty-four  hours  with- 
out reaching  a  decision,  and  now  in  the  interest  of  harmony,  he 
wished  to  settle  the  question.  He  had  not  sought  the  office;  it 
had  been  tendered  him  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Burt,  and  he  had 
been  urged  by  the  then  President  to  serve  pro  tern.,  it  being 
represented  to  him  that  it  was  the  wish  of  a  large  number  of 
leading  and  representative  men  who  had  asked  that  the  appoint- 
ment be  made.  He  declined  to  accept  the  appointment  unless 
the  President,  Dr.  Nott,  would  appoint  him  for  all  of  Dr.  Burt's 
unexpired  time,  which  would  have  been  up  to  the  present  meet- 
ing. Dr.  Nott  decided  that  he  could  make  the  appointment  only 
up  to  the  next  meeting  (at  Austin  in  1887)  and  stated  in  his  let- 
ter that  the  office  would  then  be  permanently  filled  by  an  elec- 
tion. The  request  to  serve  temporarily  was  again  urged,  and 
accepted.  At  Austin  an  election  was  held,  and  he  was  elected. 
He  had  asked  no  man  to  vote  for  him,  and  had  served  because 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  Association.  As,  at  the  time  of  election 
nothing  was  said  of  any  unexpired  time,  he  presumed,  and  his 
friends  now  hold,  that  his  election  was  for  five  years,  inasmuch 
as  the  Constitution  says  the  Secretary  shall  be  elected  for  the 
term  of  five  3^ears;  not  that  an  election  for  Secretary  shall  be  held 
every  five  years.  He  had  served,  to  date,  three  years  since  his 
election.  He  had  served  them  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  as 
there  had  never  been  any  complaint,  he  flattered  himself  that  his 
services  had  been  satisfactoty.  Now,  there  seems  to  be  a  divis- 
ion of  sentiment  as  to  whether  or  not  his  term  has  expired,  and 
some  good  men  conscientiously  think  that  by  precedent  in  the 
succession  of  Burt  to  Bibb  on  the  latter' s  resignation  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  an  election  for  Secreta^  should  be  held  now  and 
here.  He  had  contended  for  it — not  because  he  wanted  the  office, 
but  on  principle,  and  to  vindicate  the  law,  which,  to  him,  was 
unmistakable,  that  he  was  elected  for  five  years.  He  had 
a  bored  many  years  in  the  interest  of  organization,  and  towards 
t  he  younger  societies  he  felt  as  a  painter  feels  towards  the  crea- 
tions of  his  own  hand  and  brain.  He  was  particularly  devoted 
to  the  State  Association,  and  had  expended  his  best  efforts  in 
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building  it  up;  had  striven  for  the  advancement,  elevation  and 
purification  of  the  medical  profession  in  Texas;  and  now,  in  view 
of  the  foregoing,  and  as  an  earnest  that  he  values  harmony  in 
the  ranks,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Association  far  above  the  pit- 
tance paid  for  his  services,  he  tendered  his  resignation,  and  re- 
quested that  a  successor  be  elected  at  this  meeting. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  Daniel,  as  Secretary,  was  accepted,  and 
the  President  re-appointed  him,  and  requested  him  to  serve  till 
a  successor  could  be  elected;  which  would  be  on  the  following 
day. 

The  Judicial  Council  came  in  to  report  on  this  subject,  but 
Dr.  Daniel  stated  that  fte  had,  by  his  resignation,  anticipated  any 
action  on  their  part;  that  the  matter  had  been  withdrawn,  and 
asked  that  they  make  no  report.  Dr.  Becton  arose  and  said  that 
Dr.  Daniel's  action  was  manly;  was  magnanimous,  and  greatly 
to  be  commended.  He  agreed  with  Dr.  Daniel  that  the  matter 
was  now  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Council,  and  that  as  Dr.  Daniel 
had  resigned,  in  the  interest  of  harmony,  he  thought  it  very 
unwise  to  permit  the  Council  to  make  any  report  whatever.  In 
either  event — whether  they  sustain  him  in  the  claim  of  two  more 
years,  [which  was  now  withdrawn]  or  the  reverse,  a  report 
would  be  a  fire-brand  which  would  effectually  defeat  the  object 
of  his  magnanimous  withdrawal. 

The  President  held  that  now  that  all  personalities  had  been 
elimated  from  the  subject,  the  Council  should  report  and  forever 
put  at  rest  the  question,  whether  in  similar  cases  the  Secretary 
has  to  serve  five  years  or  only  the  unexpired  term  of  his  prede- 
cessor. 

At  the  further  request  of  the  ex-Secretary  and  Dr.  Becton,  the 
President  conceded  the  point,  and  the  matter  was  dropped. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn,  Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  President's 
recommendations,  presented  the  following  report: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDENT'S  SUGGESTIONS  AND  RE- 
COMMENDATIONS— J.  D.  OSBORN,  CHAIRMAN. 

"Your  committee  on  the  President's  message,  would  respect- 
fully recommend  as  to  his  suggestions  to  Article  V.  of  the  By- 
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Iyaws:  i  st.  Total  abolition  of  all  per  capita  tax  upon  mem- 
bers of  County  Societies,  and  that  the  representation  from  each 
County  Society  be  the  same  as  now,  and  said  delegate  elected  by 
said  County  Society,  must  present  his  credentials  and  become 
a  member  of  the  State  Association,  if  not  already  one,  by 
payment  of  his  initiation  fee,  ($5.00)  as  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  we  would  further  suggest  that  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-L,aws  be  so  amended  as  to  include  District  Medi- 
cal Society's  representation  on  same  basis.  Upon  complying  with 
these  recommendations  the  delegate  becomes  a  member  of  the 
Association,  and  is  entitled  to  all  its  benefits  and  privileges;  and 
further,  the  delegate  representing  a  society  shall  furnish  to  the 
Secretary  of  this  Association  a  roster  of  his  society,  which  shall 
appear  in  the  Transactions,  under  the  head  of,  'District  and 
County  Societies. ' 

"We  cordially  endorse  all  of  that  part  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage in  reference  to  a  State  Board  of  Health,  and  recommend  that  it 
be  incumbent  on  the  present  President  to  appoint  said  committee; 
and  we  would  recommend  that  the  committee  be  also  authorized 
to  secure  the  passage  of 'a  satisfactory  law  regulating  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  in  case  of  failure  to  do  the  same,  they  can 
at  least  secure  the  repeal  of  the  present  law,  creating  District  Ex- 
amining Boards,  and  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  law  allowing 
none  to  practice  medicine  except  those  who  are  graduates  of  reg- 
ular chartered  schools.  This  is  in  nowise  intended  to  be  retro- 
spective, nor  to  disturb  the  legal  qualification  of  those  already 
qualified,  according  to  existing  laws.  We  would  further  suggest 
that  in  order  that  our  'full  measure  of  usefulness'  be  placed 
upon  the  firmest  foundation,,  and  that  our  financial  standing  be 
assured,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association  be  the  sole  guard- 
ian of  the  badges,  and  issue  them  to  members  only  who 
have  paid  their  dues;  this  being  in  full  accord  with  the  practice 
of  the  American  Medical  Association;  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
Transaction  be  sent  to  them,  only,  who  have  paid  their  dues;  all 
of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  final  consideration  of 
the  Association." 

Thos.  D.  Wooten,  M  D., 
'  J.  J.  Burroughs,  M.  D., 

Bacon  Saunders,  M.  D., 
J.  D.  Osborn,  M.  D., 

Committee. 
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Dr.  Ward  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  spread  upon 
the  minutes  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished  business  to  be  taken  up  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Gilbert  moved  to  refer  the  report  back  to  the  committee 
with  the  request  to  divide  it,  so  that  that  part  which  can  have 
immediate  attention  can  be  acted  upon,  as  there  was  a  part  which 
contemplates  a  change  in  the  Constitution,  and  which,  he  sup- 
posed must  lie  over  one  3^ear. 

Dr.  Osborn  explained  that  the  idea  of  his  committee  was'  that 
the  committee  proposed  in  the  report,  should  be  appointed  and 
go  to  work  at  once. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Nott  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  to  Dr.  Gil- 
bert's motion:  "I  move  that  all  the  report  of  the  committee 
upon  the  President's  message  be  adopted  except  that  part  re* 
lated  to  the  contemplated  change  in  the  organic  law,  which  shall 
be  received  and  laid  over  for  the  action  of  the  Association  at 
its  next  regular  meeting." 

On  motion  Dr.  Nott's  substitute  was  adopted. 

Committee  on  State  Board  of  Health — appointed  in  accordance 
with  suggestions  of  Committee  on  President's  Recommendations 
— Dr.  A.  M.  Douglass,  Chairman,  Osceola,  with  discretionary 
powers  to  appoint  four  associates. 

The  Judicial  Council  reported  favorably  upon  the  applications  of 
forty-eight  physicians  for  membership,  as  per  list  published  else- 
where, and  submitted  also  the  following  resolution,  which  on  mo- 
tion was  adopted: 

"Whereas,  The  Judicial  Council  find  great  difficulty  in  the 
thorough  investigation  of  the  fitness  of  applicants  for  member- 
ship in  this  Association, 

"Resolved,  That  in  future  every  applicant  must  without  fail  ac- 
company his  application  with  his  diploma  or  other  acceptable 
documentary  evidence  of  graduation." 

R.  H.  Harrison,  Chairman. 

O.  Eastland,  Secretary. 

At  this  point  the  Section  on  Obstetrics  was  called.  The  Chair- 
man, Dr.  S.  D.  Thruston,  being  absent,  Dr.  J.  T.  Wilson  was  re- 
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quested  to  act  as  Chairman.  He  appointed  Dr.  B.  Saunders  Sec- 
retary. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Ward  read  a  paper  entitled,  "Is  Dentition  a  Factor  in 
Infantile  Disease?"  Paper  received  and  referred  to  Publishing 
Committee. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  came  forward  and  exhibited  some  obstetric 
instruments  which  he  had  devised  or  modified,  and  explained  his 
method  of  operating,  especially  in  case  of  placenta  prsevia. 

Dr.  West  said  it  reminded  him  of  the  man  wrho  had  an  im- 
proved speculum  which  could  be  used  at  will,  either  as  a  specu- 
lum or  as  a  tongue — depressor;  and  asked  Dr.  Smith  to  point  out 
more  specifically  the  advantages  in  his  method  in  placenta  prsevia, 
which  he  did.    This  led  to  a  discussion  of  placenta  prsevia. 

Dr.  Carhart  read  a  paper  on  the  necessity  of  special  study  on  the 
part  of  the  general  practitioner.  Received  and  referred  as  usual. 
A  paper  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Evans,  on  Ante-Partem  hemorrhage,  was 
read  by  title  and  referred. 

Adjourned  to  2  p.  m. 


SECOND  DAY — AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Wednesday,  April  23. 

Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy  called.  Dr.  W.  L.  York, 
Chairman,  presiding.    Dr.  W.  B.  West,  Secretary. 

Dr.  York  read  his  address  in  surges .  Referred;  as  were  also 
the  following  papers:  By  Dr.  H.  L.  Fountain,  "Five  Cases  Cra- 
nial Surgery."  By  Dr.  B.  F.  Brittain,  a  paper  on  "Henior- 
rhoides."  By  Dr.  W.  M.  Powell,  report  of  a  case  of  "Compound 
Comminuted  Fracture  of  Leg  with  Gangrene." 

Dr.  W.  B.  West  exhibited  a  child  suffering  from  spondylitis, 
on  which  he  was  using  a  Sayres' jacket  and  jury-mast,  and  in 
which  there  had  been  great  improvement.  Dr.  Gilchrist  brought 
forward  a  patient  with  an  ulcerating  disease  of  the  neck,  which 
he  supposed  to  be  epithelioma,  and  asked  for  an  opinion  by  the 
physicians  present. 
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Dr.  Nott  related  the  history  of  a  case  occurring  in  his  prac- 
tice— no  discussion. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Brittaiu  submitted  a  paper  giving  an  account  of  re- 
moval of  a  carcinomatous  breast.    Read  by  title  and  referred. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  exhibited  some  rectal  instruments  of  his  own 
invention,  and  described  his  method  in  hemorrhoides  and  other 
affections  of  the  rectum. 

Dr.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  of  Mexico,  related  how  he  had  removed  a 
tracheotomy  tube  from  the  throat  of  a  patient,  in  whose  trachea 
it  had,  by  negligence,  been  left  a  long  time.  Exhibited  the  tube 
and  made  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  case,  which,  on  mo- 
tion, he  was  requested  to  put  in  writing  and  send  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  publication. 

Section  closed,  and  that  on  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene 
was  called.    The  Chairman,  Dr.  K.  J.  Ward,  presiding. 

Dr.  L.  J.  Cunningham  read  a  paper  on  "How  to  obtain  a  Board 
of  Health  System  for  Texas."  Received  and  referred  to  Publish- 
ing Committee.    No  discussion. 

Section  on  Gynecology  called.  Dr.  H.  K.  Leake,  Chairman, 
presiding;  Dr.  Brooks,  Secretary.  Dr.  Leake  read  his  report  or 
address,  which  was  received  and  referred  as  usual,  with  instruc- 
tions to  publish  in  the  Transactions,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  the  author.  Thi's  paper  elicited  an  interesting  discus- 
sion and  was  much  complimented. 

Section  on  Practice  recalled.  Dr.  Ray  in  the  chair.  Read  by 
caption  and  referred  a  paper  on  "Malarial  Hematuria,"  by  Dr.  G. 
M.  Stevens;  one  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Achison,  on  "The  Best  Way  to 
Use  the  Capsule."  Dr.  H.  A.  West  read  a  paper,  entitled  "Clin- 
ical Notes  on  Medical  Cases  at  Sealy  and  St.  Mary  Hospitals." 
Received  and  referred.  Adjourned. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 

Approved: 

R.  M.  Swearingen,  President. 

[The  President's  address  was  delivered  at  the  Opera  House  on 
Wednesday  evening,  8:30.] 
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THIRD  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 


Thurday,  April  24,  1890. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:30  a.  rn.,  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Prayer  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Armstrong.  A  quorum  present  at 
roll  call.    Minutes  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  A.  Sims  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  by  the  President  to  regulate  the  length  of  papers 
and  the  number  of  words  in  each,  to  be  read  in  any  section,  and 
providing  that  any  paper  which  would  require  over  [twenty  min- 
utes in  reading,  be  read  by  caption  only. 

Dr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  by  reading  such  papers  by  abstract, 
instead  of  by  title.     The  resolution  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Carhart  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
Association  is  remiss  in  its  duty  with  regard  to  deceased  mem- 
bers, and  that  the  President  be  required  to  name  a  time  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  each  year,  for  memorial  services  to  be  held 
for  deceased  members,  said  time  not  to  exceed  one  hour,  and  such 
services  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  and  take  precedence  over  all 
business. 

Dr.  Gilbert  offered  as  amendment  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Necrology  be  the  order  of  the  hour  instead  of  the  order 
of  the  day.    No  second. 

Dr.  Osborn  moved  as  amendment  to  Dr.Xarhart's  resolution 
that  a  page  in  the  Transactions  be  devoted  each  year  to  a  record 
of  deceased  members. 

Dr.  C.  J.  C.  King  moved  to  amend  by  making  it  "a  page  or 
more,  as  required." 

The  vote  was  taken  and  Dr.  Carhart' s  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Dr.  H.  K.  I,eake  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  a  Committee  on  Microscopy  and  Pathology 
be  added  to  the  standing  committees  of  this  Association,  to  the 
end  that  these  branches  of  study  be  thereby  fostered,  and  the 
wants  of  the  profession  in  these  directions  met  by  competent  in- 
vestigators. Further,  that  such  committee  be  known  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Microscopy  and  Pathology  of  the  Texas  State  Medical. 
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Association,  and  shall  consist  of  three  members,  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Nominating  Committee."  Adopted. 

Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Psychology  was  called. 
Dr.  A.  D.  Burroughs,  the  Chairman,  was  absent,  and  the  Presi- 
dent asked  Dr.  D.  R.  Wallace,  to  preside.  Dr.  Wallace  then 
read  a  paper  on  "Psychology,  Past,  Present  and  Future."  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  paper  and  before  any  adlion  could  be  had  on  it, 
Dr.  Wallace  stated  that  it  was  not  intended  for  publication,  and 
he  did  not  wish  it  to  go  to  the  Publishing  Committee.  The  Pres- 
ident stated  the  law  on  the  subject,  which  makes  all  papers  pre- 
sented the  property  of  the  Association,  but,  on  motion,  Dr.  Wal- 
lace was  permitted  to  withdraw  the  paper. 

The  Nominating  Committee,  composed  of  one  representative 
from  each  county,  was  then  called  and  retired  for  work. 

[List  omitted  here. — Ed.] 

They  organized  by  electing  Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  Chairman,  and  Drs. 
J.  K.  Hrwin  and  P.  C.  Coleman,  Secretaries. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Wilson  offered  a  resolution,  authorizing  Dr.  McLaugh- 
lin, in  view  of  the  unusual  originality  and  merit  of  the  paper 
read  by  him  the  first  day,  and  that  he  might  secure  priority  in 
the  promulgation  of  his  views,  to  have  it  published  prior  to  the 
publication  of  the  Association  volume  of  Transactions.  The  res- 
olution was  adopted. 

The  Sections,  respectively,  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology, 
Dermatology  and  Electro-Therapeutics  were  called,  but  the  chair- 
man of  each  was  absent,  and  no  papers  were  presented  in  either 
section.    Adjourned' to  2  p.  m. 


THIRD  DAY — EVENING  SESSION. 

Thursday,  April  24,  1890. 
Meeting  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m.  Section  on  Practice  recalled, 
as  the  time  allotted  the  first  and  second  days  was  not  sufficient 
to  get  through  the  business  of  the  Section.  Dr.  Ray,  the  Chair: 
man,  presiding,  read  his  address  in  medicine,  the  subject  being 
the  "Germ  Theory  of  Disease."  Paper  received  and  referred. 
Quite  an  animated  discussion  followed,  in  which  Dr.  Sears,  of 
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Waco,  took  issue  with  the  writer  and  denied  the  influence,  in 
causing  diseases,  attributed  to  so-called  "germs."  Dr.  Terhune 
and  Prof.  Cain  (of  Nashville)  participated  in  the  discussion,  the 
latter  sustaining  the  theory.  Dr.  H.  A.  West  endorsed  Dr.  Cain 
and  spoke  at  length  on  germ  causation,  and  said  that  until  now 
he  did  not  know  that  there  was  an  educated  ph}Tsician  in  Texas 
who  refused  to  accept  the  theory. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  read  a  paper  on  the  "Treatment  of  Consump- 
tion."   Paper  received  and  referred. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  T.  More  Madden,  an  honorary  member,  resi- 
dent of  Dublin,  Ireland,  was  read  by  title  and  referred,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Madden  was  recorded.  Also  a  paper  by 
Dr.  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  and  one  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum,  read  by  title 
and  referred.  The  title  of  Dr.  Yoakum's  paper  was  "Alcoholics  in 
Disease. ' ' 

The  Nominating  Committee  now  reported  as  follows: 
For  President — Dr.  W.  P.  Burts,  of  Fort  Worth,  by  acclama- 
tion. 

*Dr.  J.  M.  Fort,  of  Paris,  First  Vice-President. 
Dr.  M.  D.  Knox,  of  Hillsboro,  Second  Vice-President. 
Dr.  W.  W.  Reeves,  of  Wills  Point,  Third  Vice-President. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  of  Austin,  Secretary.    [Re-elected  for  five 
years.] 

Dr.  J.  Larendon,  of  Houston.  Treasurer.    [Re-elected  for  five 

years.] 

Section  on  Practice  of  Medicine — Dr.  H.  A.  West,  Chairman, 
Galveston. 

[Dr.  West  has  appointed  Dr.  B.  F.  Church,  of  Austin,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Section.] 

Section  on  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Children — Dr.  J.  W.  Car- 
hart,  Chairman,  Lampasas. 

Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy — Dr.  E.  S.  Gilbert, Chairman, 
Sulphur  Springs. 

Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Psychology — *Dr.  J.  T. 
Wilson,  Chairman,  Sherman. 

-Resigned  as  soon  as  announced,  and  Dr.  King,  of  Waco,  was  appointed 
First  Vice-President.  Dr.  Jno.  Preston  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Sec- 
tion on  Med.  Jurisprudence. 
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Section  on  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene — Dr.  R.  Ruther- 
ford, Chairman,  Houston. 

Section  on  Gynecology — Dr.  C.  F.  Paine,  Chair' u,  Comanche. 

Section  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology — Dr.  Frank  Gray, 
Chairman,  Fort  Worth. 

Section  on  Dermatology — Dr.  W.  T.  Baird,  Chairman,  Dallas. 

--Publishing  Committee — Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary,  ex-officio 
Chairman;  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  and  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett. 

Committee  on  Collection  of  Reports  of  Surgical  Cases — Dr. 
Geo.  Cupples,  Chairman,  San  Antonio. 

Committee  on  Medical  Legislation — Dr.  Geo.  Cupples,  Chair- 
man, San  Antonio. 

[This  committee  is  continued,  except  that  Dr.  R.  H.  Harrison 
was  put  in  place  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Pope,  removed  from  the  State. — Ed.] 

Committee  on  Necrology — Drs.  J.  W.  Carhart  and  T.  D. 
Wooten. 

[The  Committee  on  Necrology,  according  to  the  By-Laws, 
should  consist  of  a  member  from  each  county.  The  By-Laws 
also  require  the  Nominating  Committee  to  elect  Secetaries  of  Sec- 
tions— which  is  never  done. — Ed.] 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  May,  20 — Drs. 
J.  W.  Miller,  G.  D.  Bond,  J.  E.  Gibson,  R.  Rutherford,  R.  H. 
Harrison,  Sr.,  H.  C.  Ghent,  E.  P.  Becton,  F.  E.  Yoakum,  C.  F. 
Paine,  E.  J.  Beall,  T.  D.  Wooten,  Geo.  Cupples,  R.  A.  William- 
son, B.  F.  Eanes,  F.  E.  Young,  J.  H.  Sears,  J.  T.  Wilson,  B. 
Sanders,  W.  P.  Burts,  W.  A.  Duringer,  J.  J.  Williamson,  O. 
Eastland,  J.  D.  Osborn. 

Delegates  to  the  Tenth  International  Medical  Congress,  at  Ber- 
lin, in  August,  1890— Drs.  T.  J.  Tyner,  O.  Eastland,  J.  F.  Y- 
,  Paine,  Geo.  Cupples,  P.  C.  Coleman,  A.  W.  Fly. 

Delegates  to  Seventh  Decennial  Convention  for  Revision  of  the 
U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  at  /Washington,  May  7,  1890 — Drs.  A.  N. 
Denton  and  O.  C.  Smith,  Austin,  with  Drs.  F.  E.  Daniel  and  T. 
,  J.  Bennett,  as  Alternates. 


^Committee  continued,  or  reappointed. 
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Members  of  Judicial  Council  for  three  years — Drs.  J.  C.  J. 
King,  W.  P.  Powell,  H.  L.  Fountain,  *B.  Sanders. 

Trustees  under  the  Charter — the  original  Board  re-appointed 
as  follows:  Drs.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  S.  R.  Burroughs,  O.  Eastland, 
W.  L.  York,  E.  L.  Thompson,  A.  G.  Clopton,  G.  W.  Kerr,  J. 
H.  Sears,  and  A.  X.  Perkins. 

The  time  and  place  for  next  meeting — Waco,  fourth  Tuesday 
in  April,  '91. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Dr.  J.  H.  Sears,  Chairman. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  was,  on  motion,  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

Dr.  H.  A.  West  moved  that  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs. 
George  Dock,  Chairman,  and  J.  W.  McLaughlin  be  appointed, 
to  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  Bacteriology,  Biology  and 
Microscopy.    The  motion  was  adopted. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  escorted  to  the  stand  and  in- 
troduced, each  making  an  appropriate  speech. 

President  Swearingen,  in  yielding  the  gavel  to  his  successor, 
President  Burts,  made  an  appropriate  speech,  returning  thanks, 
etc. ,  as  did  the  latter  on  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office. 

President  Burts  then  called  for  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Surgical  cases.  The  Chairman,  Dr.  Cupples,  had  not  been  able 
to  get  his  report  ready,  in  consequence  of  other  and  heavy  la- 
bors. The  same  with  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Legislation; 
but  promised  to  have  a  report  of  each  at  next  meeting. 

The  delegates  were  invited  to  a  banquet  at  the  Pickwick 
Hotel  on  that  evening,  Thursday,  April  24,  and  it  was  a  most 
elegant  affair.  The  ladies  accompanying  the  delegates  were 
present,  and  added  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 

Adjurned  to  Friday  morning. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 

Approved: 

S.  R.  Burroughs,  Acting  President. 


*Resigned  when  announced. 


No  appointment  made  to  date. — Ed. 
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FOURTH  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 


Friday,  April  25. 

The  Convention  met  at  Opera  House,  at  9:30.  President  Burts 
being  called  away  on  business,  asked  ex-President  S.  R.  Bur- 
roughs to  take  the  chair,  as  none  of  the  Vice-Presidents  were 
present.    The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Sears,  was 
adopted: 

"Whereas,  Our  efficient  Treasurer  has  served  us  for  nineteen 
years,  the  first  ten  of  which  was  without  compensation;  and, 

"Whereas,  There  is  no  provision  in  the  By-Laws  for  any  re- 
muneration for  this  officer,  but  at  each  meeting  a  small  appro- 
priation has  generally  been  made, 

"Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $150  be  set  aside  for  his  salary 
'  each  year  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Association,  and  that  $10  be 
allowed  him  for  postage  each  pear,  as  heretofore." 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Secretary's  financial 
report,  submitted  the  following: 

"Your  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Secretary's  report, 
beg  to  state  that  they  have  performed  that  duty,  and  find  the  re- 
port correct.  But  in  reference  to  one  item,  we  would  respect- 
fully ask  the  Secretary  to  explain  voucher  No.  7,  where  he  paid 
$7.50  for  clerical  work." 

F.  R.  Martin, 
T.  J.  Wilson, 
H.  C.  Ghent. 

Report  received. 

Ex-President  Swearingen  arose,  and  said  that  every  year  it  be- 
came necessary  for  the  Secretary  to  pay  out  money  for  such  labor 
as  wrapping,  tying  and  stamping  the  several  hundred  volumes  of 
Transactions,  and  for  folding,  enveloping  and  stamping  the  large 
number  of  circulars  sent  out  annually  from  his  office.  In  this 
instance  there  were  3000  pamphlet  circulars  (Report  of  Commit- 
tee on  Medical  1  Legislation)  to  be  folded,  put  in  envelopes, 
stamped  and  addressed.  That  the  Secretary  had  gotten  off  1000, 
when  he  was  taken  down  with  an  illness  that  lasted  until  a  few 
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days  before  this  meeting;  and  that  in  order  to  get  off  the  remain- 
ing 2000,  it  had  become  necessary  to  employ  assistance,  as  he 
was  in  bed,  and  that  he  had  authorized  it.  . 

This  explanation  was  satisfactory.  Dr.  Ghent  then  wanted  to 
know  by  what  authority  the  Publishing  Committee  were  paid 
each  year  $300,  stating  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence 
of  such  authority,  etc.  Whereupon,  at  request  of  ex-Prisident 
Swearingen,  who  remarked  that  as  President  of  the  Association, 
he  would  not  have  been  apt  to  issue  a  warrant  on  the  treasury 
for  money  not  authorized  by  law,  the  Secretary  then  read  the 
ordinance  by  Dr.  Sears,  on  page  303,  Transactions  1889,  which 
was  adapted  at  Austin,  in  1887.  This  seemed  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  business  was  proceeded  with. 

Dr.  H.  A.  West  offered  the  following  resolution: 

'  'Whereas,  It  has  become  notorious  that  some  Chairmen  of 
Sections  duly  elected,  fail  entirely  in  the  performance  of  the 
duty  incumbent  on  them,  both  in  preparing  reports,  and  in  absent- 
ing themselves  from  the  meetings  of  the  Association;  and, 

"Whereas,  An  important  By-Law  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
quiring the  Secretaries  of  the  various  Sections  to  be  notified  as 
to  the  titles,  or  have  the  papers  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  least  one 
month  before  the  meeting  which  is  to  act  upon  them,  and  to 
give  due  notice  of  the  same;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  general  Secretary  is  unable  full}'  to  report 
the  discussions  occurring  in  the  Section  work,  which  ought  to 
constitute  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  proceedings, 

"Resolved,  That  every  Chairman-elect  shall  notify  the  general 
Secretary,  at  least  one  month  after  election,  of  his  acceptance  or 
otherwise  of  the  position.  Should  any  Chairman  fail  to  furnish 
such  notice,  the  President  shall  then  appoint  a  new  Chairman. 

"Resolved,  That  this  Association  insist  upon  the  literal  per- 
formance of  the  requirements  of  the  by-laws,  referring  to  the 
transmission  of  papers  to  the  Secretaries  of  Sections,  and  publica- 
tion thereof. 

"Resolved,  That  the  general  Secretary  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  select  a  competent  stenographer  and  type-writer  to 
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assist  in  reporting  discussions  and  proceedings  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  each  meeting." 

Dr.  A.  M.  Douglas  offered  to  amend  by  requiring  the  general 
Secretary  to  give  notice  to  each  Chairman  of  his  election. 

Dr.  West  spoke  strongly  in  support  of  his  'resolution,  and  on 
motion  it  was  adopted  as  amended  by  Dr  Douglas. 

After  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  citizens,  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  the  ladies,  etc.,  and  to  the  Natatorium  Company 
for  aninvitation  to  use  their  baths,  the  Association  adjourned 
to  meet  in  Waco,  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  April,  1891. 

W.  P.  Burts,  President. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

Alexander,  W.  P.,  Cleburne;  Akard,G.  W.,  Springtown;  Bond, 
Geo.  D.,  Hillsboro;  Berg,  L.  M.,  Laredo;  Burch,  J.  D.,  Aurora; 
Bundy,  Z.  T.,  Midlothian;  Brown,  W.  E.,  Gatesville;  Cooper, 
S.  C,  Jefferson;  Davis,  J.  A.,  Austin;  Embry,  J.  A.,  Decatur; 
Fry,  J.  M.,  Elmo;  Gale,  Robert,  Dallas;  Gracey,  J.  A.,  Waxa- 
hachie;  Gallaher,  J.  W.,  Graham;  Holloway,  J.  A.,  Round 
Rock;  Kimmins,  R.  S.,  Iredell;  Kemp,  Jos.,  Walnut;  Karnes, 
T.  C,  West  Point;  Kuykendall,  A.  R.,  Kopperl;  Kirkpatrick, 

D.  F.,  Denton;  Lee,  B.  F.  Rockdale;  McLane,  W.  S.,  Itaska; 
McDaniel,  J.  H.,  Centreville;  Mayes,  C.  M.,  Archer;  Moody,  R. 

E.  ,  Sweetwater;  O'Barr,  J.  T.,  Ledbetter;  Orr,  C.  S.,  Bethel; 
Oates,  T.  F.,  Mexia;  Prince,  J.  E.,  Big  Springs;  Reuss,  J.  H., 
Cuero;  Riley,  H.,  Bowie;  Raines,  C.  B.,  Jr.,  Mineral  Wells;  Ran- 
dall, L.  J.,  Aurora;  Rawlins,  B.  Dallas;  Strain,  W.  T.  Mc- 
Coy; Sparkmen,  J.  T.,  Alvord;  Stevens.  H.  C,  Arlington; 
Smith,  J.  R.,  Hillsboro;  Snyder,  E.  W.,  Benbroke;  Thomason, 
B.  R.,  Era;  Towns,  J.  M.,  Joshua;  Tye,  R.  P.,  Clarendon;  Tal- 
bot, R.  D.,  Birdville;  Worsham,  B.  M.,  Waxahachie;  Walkins, 
W.  B.  W.,  Eureka;  Weathered,  R.  J.,  Osceola;  Welch,  W.  C, 
Commerce;  Young,  F.  E.,  Brown  wood.    Total,  48. 
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^^CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL. 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the,  views  and  opinions  of  the  wHters 
by  so  doing. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

COMPLETE  CLOSURE  OF  BOTH  EXTERNAL  AUDITORY  CASALS 

BY  BONE. 


BY  J.  W.  CARHART,  M.  D. ,  LAMPASAS,  TEXAS. 


[Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society.] 

IN  THE  FALL  of  1884  I  was  summoned  to  treat  the  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  G.,  who  was  suffering  from  ear-ache.  It  was  night, 
and  a  careful  examination  of  the  ear  was  not  made.  A  few  drops 
of  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine  was  turned 
into  the  ear  and  a  small  bag  of  hop  poultice  was  ordered  applied 
for  the  balance  of  the  night. 

The  following  day  Mr.  G.  brought  his  lady  to  my  office,  when, 
on  examination,  I  found  the  external  auditory  canal  closed. 
Thinking  that  adhesion  had  taken  place  as  the  result  of  inflam- 
matory processes,  a  silver  probe  was  carefully  used,  when,  to  my 
surprise,  I  encountered  what  was  evidently  true  skin  covering  a 
bony  plate.  I  then  examined  the  other  ear  and  found  that  closed 
in  precisely  the  same  manner.  I  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
lady  for  some  time,  but  had  never  heard  any  complaint  of  defect- 
ive hearing,  and  had  never  noticed  but  that  her  hearing  was  per- 
fect.. 

On  a  test  I  found  that  she  could  hear  the  watch  tick  at  a  dis- 
tance of  five  feet.  The  hearing  was  not  improved  by  listening 
with  the  mouth  open,  nor  was  she  in  the  habit  of  so  listening  to 
preaching  or  in  private  conversation.  She  could  hear  well  with 
her  back  to  the  speaker.    Her  husband  had  never  noticed  the 
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peculiarity  about  her  ears;  or  any  defect  in  her  hearing.  She  had 
herself  never  noticed  but  that  her  ears  were  like  other  people's, 
and  she  is  satisfied  that  the  condition  is  congenital.  Her  family 
had  never  spoken  to  her  about  it,  neither  had  her  family  physi- 
cian, in  Illinois,  who  had  treated  her  from  a  child.  She  had  never 
noticed  any  discharge  from  the  ears,  but  when  she  took  cold  she 
generally  suffered  from  ear-ache. 

I  have  known  the  lady,  intimately,  ever  since,  and  the  same 
condition  of  things  remains  with  no  perceptible  change  in  her 
hearing  powers. 

The  only  theory  that,  to  me,  explains  her  ability  to  hear,  is, 
that  probably  the  thin  bony  plate  acts  as  the  diaphragm  in  the 
mouth-piece  of  the  telephone,  which  vibrates  under  the  impac- 
tion of  sound-waves,  which  vibrations  are  communicated  to  the 
mechanism  within,  giving  the  sensation  of  sound.  I  have  seen 
but  one  other  similar  case  reported. 

In  the  Medical  Record,  for  August  3,  1889,  Dr.  H.  B.  Holt,  of 
Portland,  Me.,  reports  the  following  case,  which  is  similar,  with 
some  points  of  difference: 

"T.  M.,  aged  eighteen  years,  was  seen  in  April,  1889,  for  an 
affection  of  the  eye.  It  was  incidentally  learned  that  he  had  had 
abscesses  in  both  ears,  when  seven  years  old,  and  the  ears  dis- 
charged more  or  less  for  six  years,  but  stopped  entirely  about  five 
years  since.  Examinafion  showed  the  canals  of  both  ears  of 
about  half  the  usual  length,  and  occupied  by  a  continuation  of 
the  skin  of  the  meatus,  with  no  appearance  of  membrana  tym- 
pani.  There  was  complete  closure  of  the  canal  by  what  appeared 
to  be  bone  by  all  the  tests  employed. 

"The  hearing  power  for  the  voice  was  good.  The  stop-watch 
was  heard  only  when  close  to  the  ear,  the  tuning  fork  was  heard 
about  ninety  seconds,  both  by  bone  and  aerial  conduction.  Kon- 
ig's  rod  of  thirty  thousand  vibrations  per  second  was  heard  by 
both  ears.  He  heard  less  distinctly  when  both  ears  were  closed 
by  pressure  on  each  tragus.  Shutting  the  mouth  and  closing  the 
nostrils  did  not  seem  to  affect  the  hearing  power  much,  if  at  all. 
Cases  of  closure  of  one  meatus  with  the  skin  of  the  canal,  con- 
tinuous over  the  obstruction,  have  been  observed,  but  the  hear- 
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ing  power  is  very  defective.  Cases  in  which  there  is  a  small 
opening  between  the  exostosis  and  the  walls  of  the  meatus  are 
not  uncommon." 


Correspondence. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  LEAKE . 


Dallas,  Texas,  April  26,  1890. 

Editor  DanieV s  Texas  MedLal  Journal: 

Sir: — Recognizing  your  fitness  to  decide  questions  of  philology 
and  the  important  fact  that  as  Chairman  of  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee of  the  State  Medical  Association,  such  questions  may  arise 
in  the  papers  read  before  the  Association  and  may  be  settled  by 
your  authoritative  supervision,  I  desire  to  submit  the  following 
for  your  consideration: 

1.  Should  not  the  term  "laparatomy" — (Greek,  the  "flank"  and 
"section") — be  substituted  for  laparotomy — the  term  almost 
universally  employed;  since  for  no  apparent  reason  the  English 
O,  corresponding  with  the  Greek  omikron,  replaces  the  English 
A,  corresponding  with  the  Greek  alpha — the  ultimate  letter  of 
the  first  element  of  the  compound  term? 

2.  Is  not  the  term  1  'corporeal  endometritis"  invariably  used 
by  all  medical  writers,  so  far  as  I  discover,  stilted  nonsense?  The 
distinction  intended  to  be  made  is  between  an  endomitritis  of  the 
body  of  the  uterus  and  that  of  the  cervix,  or  neck.  But  is  this 
accomplished  by  employing  the  high-sounding  term  corporeal? 
The  latter  is  somewhat  an  abstract  term,  coined  to  denote  the 
bodily,  as  distinct  from  the  spiritual  part  of  man.  This  should 
be  its  specific,  and  therefore,  exclusive,  import.  It  is  true,  the 
meaning  has  been  questionably  extended,  to  signify  the  deeper, 
as  opposed  to  the  external  parts  of  the  body — for  example,  1  'cor- 
poral punishment,  "not  corporeal  punishment" — and  which, hence, 
might,  on  superficial  thought,  be  tortured  into  an  application  of 
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meaning  to  the  inner  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus.  Evident- 
ly, however,  the  specific  distinction  is  meant  as  above  stated; 
consequently,  it  appears,  that  the  term  should  simply  be  "corporal 
endometritis,"  that  is,  an  endometritis  of  the  tangible,  anatomical 
body  of  the  uterus;  since  there  can  be  no  such  ludicrous  thing 
as  an  incorporeal,  or  spiritual  endometritis — the  linguistic  antith- 
esis; at  all  events,  not  "in  this  vale  of  tears." 

3.  Will  you  please  inform  me,  why,  on  simply  referring  pa- 
pers read  before  the  Association,  to  the  Publishing  Committee,  as 
they  are  often  actually  done  by  their  titles  or  headings,  they  are 
said  to  be  referred  by  their  "captious?"  By  what  vested  author- 
ity shall  we  divert  a  term  from  its  specifically  legal,  to  a  medical 
signification?  Please  consider  the  etymology  of  the  term.  It  is 
not  from  "caput"  —  "the  head" — at  all,  but  from  "capio" — "I 
take,"  or  "I  seize," — and  hence,  is  confined  to  its  legal  significa- 
tion, because  it  means  "that  part  of  a  legal  instrument  which 
shows  where,  when,  and  by  what  authority  it  was  taken,  found, 
or  executed."  Its  extension  of  meaning  to  legal  documents  of 
any  character  whatsoever,  is  a  mild  perversion  of  original  mean- 
ing, readily  tolerated,  since  the  legal  relation  is  still  retained. 
What  right,  therefore,  have  medical  or  other  assemblies  to  its 
employment,  while  restricting  its  application  to  the  specific  busi- 
ness of  such  assemblies;  more  particularly,  as  is  reserved  for 
them  the  highly  expressive  and  euphemistic  term — "title,"  or 
"heading?" 

By  publishing  this  communication,  together  with  satisfactory 
answers,  you  may  confer  a  benefit  on  many  members  of  the  med- 
ical profession  in  Texas,  but  one  not  more  to  be  desired  by  others 
than  by  Yours  respectfully, 

Henry  K.  Leake,  M.  D. 

[In  transmitting  the  above  communication,  the  author  writes: 
"I  do  not  want  to  appear  hypocritical,  since  I  make  no  claims 
whatever  to  being  a  linguistic  autocrat,  or  teacher,  but  I  feel  as- 
sured that  some  one  will,  in  the  near  future  perhaps,  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  to  the  same  particulars  which  I  have 
mentioned;  not  early  enough,  however,  for  them  to  be  admitted 
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before  the  appearance  of  rny  paper  in  the  published  Transactions, 
wherein  I  have  anticipated  such  critics." 

This  is  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  communication,  presumably.] 

The  Doctor  is  correct  in  all  of  his  objections.  "Corporeal  en- 
dometritis" is,  certainly  "stilted  nonsense;"  it  means  literally,  an 
inflammation  of  the  endometrium,  having  a  body!  But,  "corpo- 
ral endometritis"  is  also  objectionable,  the  adjective  being  super- 
fluous. To  say  "endometritis,"  is  sufficient;  and  we  understand 
that  it  means  an  inflammation  of  the  inside  of  the  womb;  if  it 
is  wished  to  discriminate  between  inflammation  of  the  womb 
proper,  and  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  womb,  the  word 
1  "cervicitis"  or  "endo-cervicitis"  (as  the  case  may  be)  fills  the 
requirement.  But  the  Doctor  is  wrong  when  he  says  that  papers 
are  "referred  by  caption."  Some  papers  are  read  by  caption  and 
referred.  To  say  "read  by  title"  would,  perhaps,  be  more 
"euphemistic;"  but,  although  "caption"  is  not  derived  from 
"caput,  the  head,"  from  time  immemorial  it  has  been  a  custom 
in  journalism  to  call  the  "heading"  or  title  of  an  article  the 
"caption."  "Custom,  sactioned  by  good  usage,  becomes  a  law." 
Besides,  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules;  and  it  is  respectfully 
submitted  that  there  is  as  much  sense  and  justice  in  twisting 
"caption,  from  capio,  to  seize,"  so  as  to  refer  to  the  heading  or 
title  of  an  article,  as  it  is  to  make  the  personal  pronoun  "you" 
(second  person  singular)  the  nominative  to  a  verb,  which  agrees 
with  a  plural  nominative,  as  "you  are."  "You  is"  would  be 
strictly  proper,  but  "you  are,"  we  presume,  is  more  "euphemis- 
tic," as  well  as  more  euphonious.  The  two  cases  are  not  paral- 
lel, but  the  latter  is  cited  to  illustrate  the  effect  of  "custom  sanc- 
tioned by  long  usage." 

With  regard  to  laparotomy — doubtless  it  should  be  "laparat- 
omy" — and  it  would  be  hard  to  say  why  it  was  ever  written 
otherwise.  But — it  is  another  instance  of  technical  error  perpet- 
uated by  custom  and  sanctioned  by  usage.  To  disturb  it  now, 
would  be  to  upset  the  terminology  of  a  long  list  of  compound 
words — and  we  should  have  to  say  "phleb-atomy,"  ''ten-atomy," 
"tracheatomy,"  etc.,  etc. 

We  readily  acquit  the  Doctor  of  "hypocrisy;"  no  one  who 
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knows  him  would  ever  suspect  him  of  being  "hypocritical," 
and  we  are  a  little  surprised  that  he  should  make  such  an  intima- 
tion. We  know  him  to  be  incapable  of  hypocrisy;  but  in  the 
light  of  the  above  objections,  taken  in  connection  wTith  his  own 
well-known  high-flown  style  of  diction,  may  he  not  be  said  to  be 
a  little — just  a  little — hypercritical?  In  fact — judging  from  his 
published  papers  and  his  private  letters  to  us,  we  have  thought 
him  decidedly  euphuistic, — and  not  unlike  Scott's  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton,  the  prototype  of  that  class  of  ornate  writers. 


Society  Notes. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

TAYLOR  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Taylor  County  Medical  Society  met  at  n  o'clock,  a.  in., 
at  Dr.  Grizzard's  office  as  per  appointment. 

Physicians  present:  Drs.  Rodman,  Richardson,  Blakemore, 
Isbell,  Bryce,  Rogers,  Harrington  and  Florence. 

First  in  order  of  business,  was  the  report  of  committees.  The 
committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  Dr.  Robert  E.  Lemond,  an 
advertising  specialist,  also,  an  honorary  member  of  the  society, 
to  inform  him  of  his  unprofessional  manner  of  practicing,  reported 
a  formal  resignation  sent  in  by  the  said  Dr.  Robert  F.  Lemond, 
which  the  society  declined  to  accept,  and  his  name  was  dropped 
from  the  Society. 

Dr.  Rodman  read  an  interesting  essay — subject,  La  Grippe, 
which  was  ably  and  thoroughly  discussed.  The  discussion  ter- 
minated in  personal  experiences  of  the  members  with  [anti-py- 
rin  and  anti-febrin. 

The  Society  were  divided  in  their  opinions  respecting  the  safer 
aud  more  useful  drug  of  the  two. 

Dr.  Harrington  reported  a  case  of  placental  polypus.  He 
stated  that  placenta  remained  in  utero  for  some  months  after  an 
abortion,  and  had  preserved  its  vitality  perfectly.  . 
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At  the  next  meeting  Dr.  Boyce  will  read  a  paper  on  dysentery. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  first  Saturday  in  June  at 
Dr.  Harrington's  office. 

We  are  agitating  the  subject  of  organizing  a  {District  Medical 
Association  in  the  near  future. 

Hicks  Florence,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Jimmie  was  all  Right. — "In  niy  neighborhood,"  said  the 
doctor,  dropping  into  a  chair  and  lazily  throwing  one  leg  over  the 
other,  "there  was  a  nasty  little  cock-eyed  bricklayer  named  Lynch. 
He  was  a  "Hinglishman, "  he  said,  "from  'Arrowgate."  His 
wife  was  a  pretty  decent  sort  of  fellow;  but  he  was  too  mean  to 
eat  enough.  He  had  a  way  of  coming  over  to  the  drug  store  and 
asking  Bob  what  was  good  for  so  and  so.  He  never  sent  for  me 
in  his  life,  never  bought  over  ten  cents  worth  of  anything  in  the 
drug  store.  His  "big  holt"  was  "Seen-na  and  Salts."  Jimmie 
his  son  was  down  with  chill  and  fever  and  he  was  giving  him 
calomel,  and  about  three  grains  of  quinine  a  day;  but  Jimmie 
got  no  better, — fast.  About  the  fourth  chill  Jimmie  had,  they 
gave  in,  and  sent  for  me.  I  prescribed  enough  quinine,  and  pre- 
vented the  paroxysm.  At  my  next  visit  I  found  him  well,  and 
I  accordingly  said:  "Jimmie  is  all  right  now;  he  may  get  up 
to-morrow. ' ' 

"Yes,  Jimmie  ' s  all  right,"  said  his  mother,  "I  knowed  that 
last  dose  of  calamy  I  gi'  him  would  set  Jimmie  all  right." 

"I  went  out  and  kicked  myself,"  said  the  doctor. 

"Lynch  had  a  dog,  and  would' nt  feed  him.  The  dog,  thrown  on 
his  own  resources,  used  to  go  hunting  for  young  rabbits,  which 
in  summer  were  plentiful  even  on  the  out-skirts  of  the  town. 
Lynch  saw  him  with  a  rabbit  one  day  and  took  it  away  Jrom  him, 
— fact.  Talk  about  mean  men;"  and  the  doctor  looked  too  dis- 
gusted for  anything. 


Drs.  W.  J.  Lane  and  Asa  W.  Pope  of  Marshall,  are  at  the 
New  York  Polyclinic. 


EDITORS  BEPftKTOEIW. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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THE  RECENT  MEETING  OF  THE  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSO- 

.  CIATION. 


The  twenty-second  animal  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation held  at  Fort  Worth  the  last  week  in  April,  was  one  of  the 
most  successful,  scientifically,  that  has  been  held  in  several  years. 
No  hitch  or  halt  occurred,  and  all  work  went  as  smoothly  as 
possible.  Perhaps  a  larger  number  of  papers  of  real  value  were 
read  than  at  the  average  meeting;  and  the  plan  of  having  the 
whole  time  given  up  to  section  work  except  the  morning  of  the 
first  day,  devoted  to  reports  of  officers  and  committees,  and 
an  executive  session  the  last  day,  proved  to  be  eminently  satis- 
factory. 

A  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  is  published  in  this  issue.  The 
citizens  of  Fort  Worth,  and  especially  her  medical  men  deserve 
the  grateful  thanks  of  the  Association  for  the  cordial  reception 
given  them,  and  for  the  very  enjoyable  social  entertainment  pro- 
vided for  members  and  their  ladies.  The  banquet  was  superb, 
and  in  every  way  worthy  of  this  hospitable  and  warm-hearted 
people.  They  could  not  help  its  raining,  its  true;  and  they  man- 
aged to  make  everybody  comfortable  and  happy,  despite  the  tor- 


44° 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


rents  of  rain  that  fell  first,  last  and  all  the  time  we  were  there. 
We  dare  say  the  most  captious  and  fault  finding  member  could 
not  1  'pick  a  flaw' '  in  the  management  of  the  reception  and  enter- 
tainment. All  left  well  pleased,  and  with  a  high  opinion  of  the 
city,  its  people,  and  especially  of  the  reception  committee. 

The  exhibition  of  surgical  instruments  and  pharmaceutical 
preparations  was  good,  though  not  as  large  as  on  some  former  oc- 
casions. We  missed  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co., 
Reed  &  Carnrick,  Doliber  &  Goodale  Co.,  and  some  others;  and 
they  missed  a  "good  thing,"  perhaps;  for  there  were  present, 
first  and  last,  nearly  or  quite  five  hundred  physicians.  But  the 
old  reliable — Sharpe  &  Dohme  was  on  hand  as  usual;  also  Tar- 
rant &  Co.,  "Maltine,"  "Lactopeptine,"  and  many  others,  with 
their  courteous  representatives,  and  a  splendid  exhibit.  If  we 
omit  to  mention  any  of  our  friends  who  had  an  exhibit  there, 
they  must  pardon  us,  for  the  display  was  across  the  street,  in  the 
Natatorium  building,  and  besides  the  writer's  being  kept  busy 
every  minute,  it  rained  so  that  he  could  not  get  an  opportunity  to 
visit  the  hall  at  all.  The  Transactions  will  be  a  larger  and 
better  volume  than  usual,  and  the  publishing  committee  will  en- 
deavor to  get  it  out  earlier  than  heretofore;  say  by  ist  of  Au- 
gust. 

We  have  neither  space  nor  inclination  to  discuss  anything  that 
was  done  on  the  occasion;  a  perusal  of  the  minutes  published  here- 
with, will  give  the  facts;  but  we  cannot  help  congratulating  the 
Association  on  the  eminently  sensible  resolution  which  was 
adopted  authorizing  the  secretary  to  employ  a  stenographer  at 
each  meeting  to  secure  the  discussions  on  papers  read.  This  will 
add  greatly  to  the  interest  and  value  of  the  published  Transac- 
tions; and  any  reasonable  man  may  see  how  impossible  it  is  for 
the  Secretary,  unless  he  had  the  eyes  of  Argus  and  the  many 
hands  of  Briarius,  occupied  as  he  is,  every  moment  of  time,  to 
take  down  the  exact  and  full  remarks  of  members. 

Already  we  look  forward  to  the  Waco  meeting  next  April,  with 
pleasing  anticipation. 


Daniel's  texas  medical  journal. 


441 


NOTES  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

The  repeal  of  the  per  capita  tax  heretofore  exacted  of  local  socie- 
ties was  eminently  just  and  timely.  This  the  Journal  has  urged 
and  insisted  upon  for  several  years.  We  have  pointed  out  the 
injustice  of  it,  and  showed  how  it  operated  to  keep  delegates 
away.  It  has  been  a  thorn  in  the  flesh.  We  know  and  have  be- 
fore cited  instances  where  county  societies  have  met  and  formally 
decided  not  to  send  representatives,  because  of  the  tax.  It  was 
a  farce  any  way;  for  in  the  majority  of  cases,  no  tax  was  paid; 
and  the  few  societies  that  did  pay,  paid  fifty  cents  per  capita,  in- 
stead of  $1  as  stipulated  in  the  by-laws. 

Notwithstanding  the  Journal  has  called  attention  to  the  omis- 
sion, the  nominating  committee  again  failed  to  elect  secretaries 
of  the  Sections;  but  left  them  to  be  appointed  by  the  chairman, 
as  before.  The  by-laws  distinctly  say  the  secretaries  of  all  the 
Sections  shall  be  elected  like  other  officers.  Up  to  date  only  one 
chairman  has  appointed  his  secretary  and  sent  his  name  to  the 
general  secretary;  and  we  presume  it  will  be  neglected  as  usual; 
so  that  the  Transactions  will  be  published  with  the  secretaries 
all  blank,  as  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

A  very  sensible  resolution  was  adopted  urging  chairmen  of 
Sections  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  expected  of,  and  in- 
cumbent upon  them,  and  requiring  them  to  notify  the  secretary 
of  their  acceptance  of  the  office.  Failure  to  do  so,  forfeits  the 
honor,  and  the  president  is  called  upon  to  make  other  appoint- 
ments. To  date  Dr.  Carhart  is  the  only  chairman  who  has  com- 
plied with  this  requirement. 

To  be  elected  chairman  of  a  Section,  is  next  to  being  elected 
President.  The  chairman  presides  over  the  whole  convention 
when  his  Section  is  called;  it  is  resolved  into  a  "Committee  of  the 
Whole."  It  is  an  honor;  and  the  way  in  which  some  gentlemen 
have  shirked  every  duty  entrusted  to  them  is  simply  shameful. 
We  look  for  better  things. 

Another  step  forward  was  taken  when  the  badges  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  and  given  out  only  on  payment  of 
dues.  As  a  result  of  the  first  trial — there  is  more  money  on  hand 
than  ever  before,  at  the  close  of  a  meeting;  and  after  all  expenses 
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have  been  paid,  there  is  enough  to  pay  for  a  handsome  Transac- 
tions, and  leave  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  as  a  nest  egg;  some- 
thing never  before  possible.  Would  any  Doctor  take  a  badge, 
wear  it,  and  exercise  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  mem- 
ber without  paying  his  dues?  Wouldn't  he,  though!  A  very 
considerable  number  at  this  meeting  got  out  of  paying  alto- 
gether; and  yet,  got  badges  somehow.  A  member  who  has  paid 
no  dues  in  four  years  sent  his  little  son  to  the  secretary  for  a 
badge.  The  secretary  wrote  a  note  referring  him  to  the  treas- 
urer, in  whose  keeping  the  badges  were.  He  didn't  get  it;  at 
least,  he  paid  no  dues. 

The  president's  address  was  pronounced  a  masterpiece  of  Eng- 
lish composition;  it  was  classical,  and  literally  sparkled  with 
"gems  of  purest  ray  serene,"  new  and  original  thoughts,  uttered 
in  choicest  language.  It  was  a  prose-poem;  and  the  writer  of  this 
heard  a  distinguished  member — a  State  senator,  say  that  had  he 
derived  no  other  benefit  from  the  trip  to  Fort  Worth,  he  would 
consider  hsmself  amply  repaid  for  time  and  money  in  having 
heard  that  address  alone.  We  regret  that  the  "iron  hand  of  the 
law' '  prevents  the  publication  of  it  in  the  Journal  before  it  has 
appeared  in  the  .Transactions. 

A  lady  physician  was  present  as  delegate  from  County 

Society.  She  came  purposely  to  present  a  paper  on  a  subject  of 
some  needed  reform;  but  when  she  saw  five  hundred  fine  looking 
"grave  and  reverend  signors"  in  convention  assembled,  and  took 
in  the  scope  of  its  possibilities, — or  in  the  vernacular — "sized 
them  up,"  her  courage  failed  her.  Said  she,  "this  is  a  great  deal 
bigger  thing  than  I  had  anticipated;  it  is  too  big  for  my  little 
paper."  Quite  a  mistake  she  made;  the  paper  would  have  re- 
ceived most  courteous  attention,  and  for  one,  we  are  sorry  that 
she  let  her  modesty  outweigh  all  other  considerations. 


HASTENING  SLOWLY. 


Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  of  Cleburne,  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Alabama  Medical  Association,  the  best  organized  and  conse- 
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quently  the  strongest  and  most  influential  medical  body  in  the 
United  States,  introduced  a  resolution  at  the  recent  meeting,  at 
Fort  Worth,  providing  for  dividing  the  State  into  four  districts, 
and  electing  a  Vice-President  for  each  district,  with  power  to 
organize  the  profession,  and  other  functions.  It  was  a  move  in 
the  right  direction,  and  had  it  been  promptly  adopted,  instead  of 
postponed,  it  would  have  marked  a  new  era  in  the  Association's 
career,  and  given  it  a  new  impetus.  Dr.  Osborn  is  familiar  with 
the  machinery  of  the  Alabama  Society,  whereby  it  has  not  only 
placed  itself  in  the  foremost  rank  of  medical  organizations,  but 
has  succeeded  in  making  itself  really  the  medical  department  of 
the  State  government.  Its  constitution  is  a  part  of  the  organic 
law  of  the  State.  The  Association  has  entire  charge  of  the  mat- 
ter of  regulating  the  practice,  of  appointing  all  medical  officers 
and  boards  of  health,  etc.,  of  registering  vital  statistics,  and  of 
licensing  physicians  to  practice.  This  is  the  desideratum  for 
which  the  Journal  has  striven  for  five  years;  but  every  request 
made  of  our  legislature  has  been  refused.  Why?  Because  the 
profession  is  not  organized, — do  not  pull  together.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  bill  to  regulate  the  practice,  which  was  pre- 
sented by  a  special  commitree,  in  '85,  after  having  been  read  be- 
fore and  approved  by  the  State  Medical  Association,  was  defeat- 
ed by  a  part  of  the  profession  who  were  not  in  accord  with  the 
Association.  Many  of  those  who  opposed  it  are  now  zealous 
members,  and  have  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  to  help  push 
along  the  work  of  regeneration. 

The  State  is  overrun  with  quacks,  and  they  are  doing  an  in- 
calculable amount  of  harm.  It  devolves  on  the  medical  profes- 
sion to  remedy  this  evil,  and  it  can  never  be  done  until  the  pro- 
fession is  a  unit,  and  can  speak  to  the  legislature  ''as  one  having 
authority." 

Dr.  Osborn' s  excellent  suggestion  should  have  been  promptly 
adopted  and  put  into  operation;  it  would  have  facilitated  matters 
very  greatly.  He  is  one  of  the  Elders,  and  his  voice  should  re- 
ceive the  most  respectful  consideration.  For  our  own  part, 
we  were  much  chagrined  that  the  resolution  went  over  till  next 
meeting. 
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TWO  COMMITTEES  ON  MEDICAL  LEGISLATION. 


Some  misunderstanding  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  ap- 
pointment, by  the  President  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  a  Committee  on  State  Board  of  Health,  with  authority 
to  secure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  regulate  the  practice.  There 
is  a  standing  committee, — of  which  Dr.  Cupples  is  Chairman, — 
entrusted  with  this  work,  and  they  have  recently  sent  outy 
through  the  Secretary's  office,  a  very  forcible  report.  The  com- 
mittee above  referred  to  is  a  special  (and  auxilliary)  committee, 
appointed  by  the  President  in  accordanca  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  who  were  selected  to  report  on  his  sug- 
gestions, and  of  which  Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn  was  Chairman.  Their 
special  function  is  to  endeavor  to  secure  a  Board  of  Health,  and 
as  we  understand  it,  incidentally  to  aid  and  cooperate  with  the 
standing  committee  in  the  matter  of  a  law  to  regulate  ♦  the  prac- 
tice; and  is  not,  by  any  means,  intended  to  supercede  or  conflict 
with  said  committee,  The  President  appointed  only  the  Chair- 
man, Dr.  A.  M.  Douglas,  and  gave  him  discretion  as  to  his  as- 
sociates. Dr.  Douglas  is  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  as 
there  will  doubtless  be  other  members  of  the  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation in  the  Legislature,'  it  will  be  in  the  power  |of  the  Chair- 
man to  select  with  judgment  and  discrimination,  and  can  secure 
such  men  as  will  have  influence;  and  thus  the  committee  will  be 
able  to  cooperate  with  Dr.  Cupples' committee  to  great  advantage. 


Medical  News  and  Miscellany 


Dr.  A.  M.  Womack  has  removed  from  Mt.  Vernon  to  Peoria, 
Hill  County. 

Dr.  W.  A.  McGehee  has  removed  from  Uvalde  to  Alpine, 
Brewster"  county. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Terrell  has  removed  fromlFort  Graham  to  Farm- 
er, Young  county. 
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Drs.  E.  J.  Ward  and  B.  M.  Worsham  have  formed  a  co-part- 
nership at  Waxahachie. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Smith,  of  Pilot  Point,  after  taking  in  the  American 
Medical  Association  meeting,  at  Nashville,  on  the  20th,  will  go 
to  New  York  to  attend  the  Polyclinic. 


Attention  is  called  to  the  announcement  of  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  College,  the  University  of  Nashville  Medical  College, 
and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Medical  College, — all  new 
advertisements  in  this  issue. 


For  Sale. — A  complete  and  pleasant  home,  with  good  loca- 
tion for  physician,  mostly  country  practice,  but  at  county  seat  of 
new  county.  For  particulars,  apply  to  F.  D.  Johns,  M.  D., 
Leakey,  Texas,  or  the  Journal. 


Chicago  Polyclinic. — The  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
physicians  who  attended  the  recent  course  at  this  institution  were 
so  impressed  with  the  thoroughness  and  marked  ability  of  the 
course  of  lectures  on  abdominal  and  pelvic  surgery  by  Drs.  Senn, 
Parkes,  Bellfield  and  Fenger,  that  they  adopted  and  published  a 
9  set  of  strong  commendatory  resolutions,  setting  forth  the  opinion 
thet  it  was  the  best  and  most  thorough  course  ever  delivered  in 
America,  and  asking  that  it  be  repeated.  Good! 


The  Lone  Star  Medical  Association  (of  colored  physi- 
cians) will  hold  their  fifth  annual  meeting  in  Galveston,  June  3, 
proximo.  Dr.  J.  H.  Wilkins,  of  Galveston,  is  President,  and 
Dr.  M.  J.  Snowden,  of  Marshall,  is  Secretary.  Their  program 
is  out,  and  eighteen  papers  are  down  for  the  session,  embracing 
a  wide  range  of  subjects.  We  have  been  present  at  one  of  their 
meetings,  and  confess  to  no  little  surprise  at  the  amount  of  intel- 
ligence and  learning  exhibited  by  some  of  the  members  in  dis- 
cussing medical  topics.  Our  colored  brethren  are  striving  to  im- 
prove themselves,  and  this,  with  their  very  modest  behavior  in 
not  attempting  to  force  themselves  upon  the  white  physicians, 
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entitles  them,  in  our  judgment,  to  aid  and  encouragement  at  the 
hands  of  the  people  and  of  the  profession.  Their  decent  be- 
havior is  in  strong  contrast  to  the  presumption  displayed  by  certain 
so-called  physicians,  who  have  demanded  (?)  equal  representation 
on  examining  and  health  boards. 

The  eleventh  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical 
Society  will  be  held  in  its  elegant  hall  in  Austin,  on  Thursday, 
19th  of  June,  prox. 

Among  the  papers  to  be  read  and  discussed  will  be  one  by  Dr. 
W.  A.  Morris,  on  "Every  Day  Medical  Ethics,"  by  special  ap- 
pointment at  last  meeting.  There  will  also  be  papers  on  1  'Bright' s 
Disease,"  "Fracture  of  the  Head  of  the  Humorus 
tion,"  "Dysenter3V  "Resection  of  Plantar  Cutaneous  Nerve  for 
Neuralgia  Plantoris,"  "Perineal  Preservation  During  Parturi- 
tion," "A  Case  of  Gun-shot  Wound  through  the  Abdomen." 

There  will  be  several  voluntary  papers  and  other  matters  of 
importance  and  interest  to  engage  the  Society.  Every  regular 
physician  accessible  to  Austin  is  invited  to  be  present  and  take 
part  in  the  proceedings. 

The  June  meeting  will  be  specially  attractive  on  account  of  the 
article  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris  on  the  subject  of  ethics,  as  well  as  the 
other  interesting  and  practical  subjects  on  the  programme.  For 
further  information  write  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  Secretary,  Austin, 
Texas,  for  June  programme. 


Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital,  Galveston. — We 
are  in  receipt  of  the  eleventh  annual  announcement  and  cata- 
logue of  the  above  college.  The  Session  of  1890-91,  will  begin 
Wednesday,  October  1,  1890,  and  hold  six  months;  there  will  be 
no  preliminary  course. 

Since  last  session  several  very  important  plans  have  been  con- 
summated, which  add  greatly  to  the  usefulness  and  prosperity  of 
the  school.  The  great  Sealey  Hospital  has  been  completed  and 
is  in  operation.  The  faculty  of  the  school  constitute  the  medi- 
cal and  surgical  staff;  the  superintendent  or  surgeon  in  charge, 
Dr.  Wysong,  being  a  member  of  the  teaching  corps.    This  with 
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the  St.  Mary's  College  gives  abundant  clinical  advantages;  places 
it,  in  fact,  on  a  par  with  the  New  Orleans  schools,  which  enjoy  ex- 
ceptional advantages  in  that  respect.  Since  last  session,  also,  there 
has  been  opened  a  Bacteriological  laboratory.  The  outfit  for  this 
important  addition  was  purchased  in  Europe,  and  is  now  in  hand 
and  under  charge  of  a  teacher  whose  ability  in  this  line  is  gen- 
erally conceded. 

The  standard  of  the  Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital  is 
high.  The  course  of  study  is  graded,  and  extends  over  three 
years;  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  faculty  to  adhere  to,  and  fully 
carry  out  the  curriculum  published  in  this  catalogue.  The 
method  of  instruction  'consists  of  so  blending  didactic  lectures, 
recitations,  clinical  teaching  and  laboratory  work  as  to  enable 
the  student  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  his  time. 

The  Journal  would  advise  students  to  examine  well  the  ad- 
vantages offered  by  this,  our  home  school,  before  deciding  where 
to  matriculate,  and  to  consider  the  saving  in  railroad  and  other 
expense,  going  and  coming;  and  should  their  presence  be  re- 
quired at  home  at  any  time,  they  are  not  exposed  to  the  cost  and 
annoyance  of  a  long  journey.  Address  the  Dean,  Dr.  H.  P. 
Cooke,  for  a  catalogue. 


Publisher  s  Notes. 


The  treatment  of  abortion  is  a  subject  of  great  importance,  be- 
cause it  is  one  which  is  always  with  us,  and  the  careful  handling 
of  the  case  often  saves  the  patient  from  long  and  troublesome  as 
well  as  dangerous  sickness.  Of  great  interest  to  me  is  a  case 
which  happened  recently  in  my  practice.  I  was  called  to  see  a 
woman  who  was  seven  months  pregnant  with  her  third  child. 
She  was  suffering  from  pains  and  seemed  to  be  on  the  verge  of 
aborting.  I  prescribed  Dioviburnia  made  by  the  Dios  Chemical 
Company,  of  St.  Louis,  in  doses  of  a  desertspoonful  four  times  a 
day.  The  threatened  abortion  passed  off  and  I  was  not  again 
sent  for  until  a  month  had  elapsed,  when  I  found  her  in  the  same 
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condition  as  before,  suffering  very  much  pain.  She  begged  me 
for  the  medicine  which  had  done  her  so  much  good  on  a  former 
occasion,  which  I  gave  her  in  the  same  dose  with  a  like  result. 
On  delivering  her  at  full  term  of  a  fine  boy,  she  volunteered  the 
confession  that  she  had,  on  both  occasions  mentioned,  made  des- 
perate efforts  to  produce  an  abortion,  and  only  sent  for  me  when 
her  sufferings  became  unbearable.  I  have  also  had  marked  re- 
sults from  this  remedy  in  other  cases,  but  the  one  here  presented 
is  of  the  most  interest.    I  shall  continue  its  use  further. 

E.  S.  McKee,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Chronic  Svphilitic  Salivation. — A.  W.  Furber,  M.  D., 
R.  C.  S.  and  L.  D.  S.,  says:  I  have  for  a  long  time  had  a — gen- 
tleman— patient  under  my  care  for  disease  of  the  teeth,  and  al- 
though my  operations  progressed  favorably,  I  had  many  difficul- 
ties to  contend  with.  The  whole  of  my  patient's  teeth  appeared 
to  have  a  syphilitic  taint,  and  with  increased  flow  of  saliva^ 
amounting  to  chronic  salivation.  These  were  not  the  only  troub- 
les I  had  to  surmount;  but  that  which  retarded  my  work  most 
was  the  repeated  recurrence  of  syphilitic  ulcers  of  the  sulcus  and 
gums  generally,  which,  though  not  painful  to  my  patient,  was 
still  a  source  of  considerable  discomfort,  and  militated  greatly 
against  the  success  of  my  operations.  Iodia  having  come  under 
my  notice,  I  was  inclined  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  with  the  addition 
of  a  small  proportion  of  liq.  hydrarg.  bi-chlor.,  taken  daily  before 
meals  for  a  time — also  used  occasionally  as  a  mouth  wash — the 
salivation  became  normal,  the  mucous  membrane  assumed  a  more 
healthy  state  and  the  teeth  generally  looked  like  coming  back  to 
their  original  color.  80  Fortess  Road,  London,  N.  W. 


I  can  say  in  short,  in  twenty  years  of  practice  I  have  never 
found  an  equal  to  Peacock's  Bromides,  for  fits  and  disturbed 
nerve  centers.  It  possess  a  superiority  over  fits  far  beyond  my 
expectations.  I  have  recommended  it  for  all  it  is  worth  in  our 
locality.  M.  J.  Faivre,  M.  D., 

Hamilton,  Ohio. 
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For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

GUN  SHOT  WOUND  OF  THE  BLADDER.— LAPAROTOMY  AND 
RECOVERY. 

BY  A.  C.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  ROCKDALE. 


OURGICAL  LITERATURE  gives  us  so  little  in  the  way  of 
^  encouragement  in  the  treatment  of  gun  shot  wounds  of  the 
bladder  tha\  I  beg  leave  to  make  to  the  profession  a  clinical  re- 
port of  a  case  which  lately  occurred  in  my  practice. 

In  Coulson's  excellent  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Bladder,  he 
quotes  a  number  of  cases  of  gun  shot  wounds  of  the  bladder, 
collected  by  Dr.  Bartels,  but  in  no  instance  does  he  advise,  as  a 
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method  of  treatment,  more  than  incisions  for  urinary  exttavisa- 
tions,  perineal  incision  and  drainage,  or  a  cystotomy  in  some 
form. 

A  gun  shot  wound  invading  the  peritoneal  cavity,  penetrating 
the  integrity  of  the  bladder  wall,  coursing  downward  to  the  re- 
gion of  the  buttocks;  then  also  an  evident  existence  of  an  intra- 
peritoneal urinary  escape,  as  was  the  indication  of  wound  lesion 
of  the  patient  whom  this  report  concerns.  Iyittle  relief  for  the 
sufferer  could  be  expected  from  either  a  cystotomy  or  drainage; 
therefore  with  the  recent  brilliant  successes  in  abdominal  surgery 
as  a  monitor,  I  at  once  decided  upon  such  surgical  measures  as 
would  be  recognized  in  the  treatment  of  intestinal  gun  shot 
wounds. 

Case. — Frank  Taylor,  age  21  years,  occupation,  laborer.  In 
vigorous  health;  married.  On  the  night  of  March  2,  1890,  while 
intoxicated  and  engaged  in  personal  difficulty,  he  received  a  gun- 
shot wound  from  a  thirty-eight  calibre  pistol,  the  ball  penetrat- 
ing the  abdomen. 

A  few  moments  after  the  injury  was  inflicted  the  patient  was 
brought  to  my  office  which  was  only  a  few  blocks  away.  Upon 
a  casual  examination  I  ascertained  that  the  patient  was  in  ex- 
treme shock,  the  surface  bathed  in  cold  perspiration,  the  radial 
pulse  indistinct,  nausea  and  vomiting,  with  disposition  to  pass 
urine  frequently. 

Syncope  becoming  very  apparent,  I  had  the  patient  laid  upon 
the  floor  of  my  office,  ammonia  administered,  and  caused  him  to 
remain  in  the  recumbent  position  until  the  temporary  disturbance 
of  faintness  could  pass  away.  While  still  upon  his  back,  con- 
sciousness again  returning,  I  took  occasion  to  make  physical  ex- 
amination of  locality  and  nature  of  wound.  At  a  point  midway 
between  the  ant.  sup.  spinous  process  of  illiutn  and  median  line,  I 
found  an  orifice  of  entrance  of  a  ball  seemingly  of  38  calibre. 

From  the  direction  of  the  course  of  the  ball,  painful*  retraction 
of  testicles  and  the  desire  to  constant  urination,  I  at  once  sur- 
mised a  wound  of  the  bladder. 

I  had  the  patient  immediately  removed  to  his  home,  with  the 
instruction  that  I  would  soon  follow  and  perfect  a  more  thorough 
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examination  of  the  injury.  Upon  seeing  the  patient  the  second 
time  I  at  once  catheterized,  drawing  off  four  or  six  ounces  of 
bloody  urine. 

My  diagnosis  being  confirmed,  a  catheter  was  secured  in  the 
bladder,  the  abdominal  wound  dressed  aseptically,  an  opiate 
given  and  the  patient  dismissed  until  morning. 

The  subject  being  much  intoxicated,  not  competent  to  decide 
for  himself,  I  conferred  with  his  family,  explaining  the  gravity 
of  the  wound  and  advising  an  immediate  operation  of  opening 
the  belly  and,  if  possible,  closing  the  aperture  in  the  bladder, 
also  closing  any  opening  in  the  bowel,  should  one  exist. 

The  following  morning  I  was  informed  by  a  member  of  the 
family  that  the  patient  was  submissive  to  any  operation  however 
hazardous  offering  hope  for  his  life.  Preparations  were  at  once 
made  for  abdominal  section.  Ten  hours  after  receipt  of  the  in- 
jury, with  the  able  assistance  of  my  friends,  Drs.  Kennard  and 
Horton,  the  operation  was  commenced,  under  the  most  rigid  an- 
tiseptic precautions.  Ether  was  the  anaesthetic  used,  which  was 
taken  kindly  indeed.  After  carefully  shaving  the  entire  abdom- 
inal surface,  and  a  free  scrubbing  with  soap  and  water,  followed 
by  a  surface  bathing  of  sublimate  solution  1  to  1000,  the  medial 
abdominal  incision  was  made,  extending  from  a  point  two  inches 
below  the  umbilicus  to  within  an  inch  above  the  symphysis  pubis. 
Upon  reaching  the  abdominal  cavity  it  was  apparent  that  the 
cavity  was  filled  with  bloody  serum,  and  from  its  odor  I  recognized 
the  bladder  communication. 

The  peritoneal  cavity  was  readily  cleansed  by  sponging  and 
drainage,  and  search  begun  for  the  injured  viscus. 

From  the  welling  up  in  the  pelvic  region  of  a  yellowish  fluid, 
I  was  enabled  to  locate  the  lesion  of  the  organ,  and  quickly  secured 
the  edge  of  the  opening  with  a  pair  of  clamp  forceps.  Upon  exam- 
ination I  found  it  to  correspond  to  the  apex  or  superior  fundus  of 
the  bladder.  I  will  say  here  that  at  the  time  the  injury  occurred 
his  bladder  was  very  much  distended  with  unine,  having  consumed 
a  quantity  of  fluids  and  not  having  evacuated  the  bladder  for  sev- 
eral hours.  The  aperture  in  the  bladder  was  held  open  by  the 
aid  of  tenacula,  and  a  careful  paring  of  the  ragged  edges  made 
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fresh.  Without  removing  the  hold  of  the  tenacula,  the  process 
of  closing  the  wound  was  commenced  and  completed  by  the  use 
of  a  very  fine  curved  needle  armed  with  thoroughly  aseptic  silk, 
after  the  method  of  Lembert's  intestinal  suture,  which  includes 
the  serous  and  muscular  coats,  omitting  the  mucous  membrane, 
bringing  out  the  point  of  the  needle  a  few  lines  from  the  wound 
margin,  and  entering  the  point  on  side  about  same  distance  from 
the  margin.  . 

Sutures  thus  introduced  and  made  fast  invert  the  wound  bor- 
der, bringing  the  serous  surfaces  in  close  union,  sealing  securely 
the  perforation. 

Six  very  fine  aseptic  silk  sutures  were  used  and  placed  not 
further  apart  than  one-eighth  of  an  inch.  I  then  made  search  for 
intestinal  wounds;  none  being  found,  the  entire  abdominal  cavity 
was  well  irrigated  with  hot  sublimate  solution,  1  to  5000,  and 
afterwards  thoroughly  drained,  and  then  abdominal  wound  closed 
with  large  silk  for  retentive  sutures,  catgut  for  peritoneum,  mus- 
cular and  superficial  cutaneous.  No  drainage  tube  was  used. 
Iodoformized  gauze,  sublimate  gauze,  absorbent  cotton  with  firm 
abdominal  bandage  constituted  the  dressing. 

Catheterized  six  hours  after  operation,  some  bloody  urine  drawn 
off;  second  catheterization  urine  much  clearer,  and  before  time 
for  my  regular  visit,  the  patient  had  passed  his  urine  voluntarily 
which  was  clear,  after  which  the  catheter  was  dispensed  with 
altogether. 

March  3rd,  a.  m.,  24  hours  after  the  operation.  Pulse  100,  T. 
100.,  p.  m.,  pulse  95,  T.  101. 

March  4th,  a.  m.,  P.  90,  T.  99.,  p.  m.,  P.  96,  T.  100. 

March  4th,  bowels  moved  by  aid  of  enema.  No  blood. 
■    March  5th,  a.  m,,  P.  82,  T.  99. 

March  6th,  a.  m.,  P.  76,  T.  101. 

March  7th,  a.  m.,  P.  76,  T.  99^.  Bowels  moved  well  by  saline 
cathartic. 

March  8th,  a.  m.,  P.  82,  T.  100.,  p.  m.,  P.  90,  T.  102^. 

March  9th,  a.  m.,  P.  100,  T.  101.  Removed  dressing.  Pri- 
mary union  taken  place  the  entire  lme  of  incision,  but  upon  re- 
moving the  sutures  I  found  escaping  from  the  track  of  one  of  the 
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deep  silk  suture  a  few  drops  of  pus;  upon  exploring  with  probe  I 
learned  that  it  led  to  a  pus  sack  between  the  muscle  layers.  I 
then  made  a  larger  opening,  irrigated  the  cavity,  introduced  a 
very  small  drainage  tube,  which  for  safety  had  retained  for  a 
week  or  more,  after  which  it  was  removed  and  the  opening 
speedily  closed, 

Nothing  further  occurred  in  the  progress  of  recovery  until  the 
19th,  when  the  temperature  rose  to  103.  Presuming  this  pyrexia 
due  to  some  imprudence  in  diet  and  a  malarial  influence,  I  gave 
a  mild  laxative,  and  several  portions  of  quinine,  and  in  a  few 
days  discharged  the  patient  from  my  caie. 

At  this  writing,  now  eight  weeks  since  the  patient's  recovery, 
he  is  perfectly  well,  suffering  no  inconvenience  in  anyway,  and 
performing  daily  manual  labor. 

That  the  patent  would  have  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  the 
gun-shot  wound  without  a  laparotomy,  to  me  there  is  not  a  ques- 
tion or  doubt. 

The  abundance  of  bloody  urine  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  the 
continual  leakage  of  the  bladder  contents,  could  but  have  engen- 
dered a  septic  peritonitis'  with  all  its  horrible  consequences. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

THE  MINERAL  WATERS  OF  TEXAS. 


BY  EDGAR  EVERHART,  PH.  D.,  CHEMIST,  UNIVERSITY  OF  TEXAS. 


THE  MORE  Texas  is  known,  the  more  impressed  is  one  with 
the  immense  number  and  variety  of  its  natural  products. 
Its  iron  fields  are  as  fine  and  large  as  any  in  the  world;  in  fact, 
the  analysis  of  some  of  the  ores  made  in  the  laboratory  here  has 
shown  that  they  are  superior  to  any  yet  known.  The  kaolin  de- 
posits in  the  State  are  perhaps  finer  than  those  of  any  other 
country.  Many  other  minerals,  too  numerous  to  mention,  are 
found  in  abundance  and    great  purity  within  the  confines  of 
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Texas.  Even  gold  and  silver  exist  in  large  quancities,  in  several 
localities. 

However  interesting  these  facts  may  be  to  the  general  public, 
they  do  not  concern  the  medical  world  as  much  as  do  the  various 
mineral  waters  that  occur  in  almost  every  portion  of  the  State. 
A  number  of  such  waters  have  come  to  the  University  for  analy- 
sis, and  it  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  give  the  results  of  these 
analyses  more  particularly.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  man3T 
of  these  mineral  springs  occur  in  those  parts  of  the  State  that  are 
most  desirable  as  health  resorts,  the  climate  being  good  and  the 
surroundings  free  from  malaria.  It  is  generally  conceded  that 
invalids  are  often  as  much  benefitted  by  a  change  of  climate, 
diet,  etc.,  as  they  are  by  the  medicinal  virtues  of  the  water.  This 
being  the  case,  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  that  the 
springs  should  be  situated  in  a  healthy  locality. 

Some  of  the  mineral  waters  of  the  State  have  had  a  local  repu- 
tation, at  least,  for  a  number  of  years,  but  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  find  out,  very  few  analyses  have  been  made,  and  those 
incomplete.  For  example,  the  different  waters  of  the  more  than 
locally-known  Sour  L,ake,  as  reported  in  the  Transactions,  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  for  1884,  are  not  only  incomplete,  but 
also  inaccurately  analyzed.  Of  the  Wootan  Wells  water,  no 
complete  analysis  has  been  seen  by  the  writer;  it  is  said,  how- 
eAer,  to  be  an  excellent  chalybeate  water.  Of  the  other  waters 
mentioned  in  the  above  report,  the  following  analyses  are  given: 
MINERAL  WELLS,  PALO  PINTO  COUNTY,  TEXAS. 

I  make  alterations  in  this  report,  so  that  it  will  conform  to  the 
ordinary  practice  of  chemists.  Thus,  sodium  sulphate  is  never 
reported  as  the  hydrated  salt,  as  given  on  page  210  of  the  Tran- 
sactions for  1884,  but  always  as  the  anhydrous.  These  correc- 
tions will  lower  the  apparent  solid  constituents.    One  gallon  of 


the  water  contains: 

Sodium  sulphate  66.17  grains 

Magnesium  sulphate   9.19  " 

Calcium  sulphate   5.18  " 

Calcium  carbonate   2.08  " 

Magnesium  carbonate   4.66  " 
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Sodium  chloride  23.98  grains 

Calcium  chloride   1.28  " 

Alumina   1.54  " 

Silica.   1.18  " 

Organic  matter,  volatile  and  loss   9.80  " 

Trace  of  iron,  iodine,  ammonia,  suspended  matter, 

clay,  etc  11.58  " 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  WEAVER  WELL,  SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  TEXAS' 
One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 

Sulphate  of  ferric  oxide  33.42  grains 

Sulphate  of  alumina  23. 24  ' ' 

Sulphate  of  magnesia  24. 34  ' ' 

Sulphate  of  lime  45.68  ' ' 

Sulphate  ot  soda   1.34  " 

Sulphate  of  potash   0.85  " 

Chloride  of  sodium   1.36  " 

Carbonate  of  lime   4.29  " 

Phosphate  of  lime   0. 63 

Silicic  acid     1.42  " 

Free  sulphuric  acid   1.21  " 

Organic  matter   2.47  " 

ANALYSIS  OF  WELL  NO.  I,  BRYAN,  TEXAS. 

One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 

Chloride  of  sodium   6.24  grains 

Sulphate  of  alumina   1.49  << 

Sulphate  of  iron,  alumina  and  manganese  54.76  u 

Sulphate  of  lime  44.99  " 

Sulphate  of  magnesia  28.06  " 

Sulphate  of  zinc  trace. 

Silica   6.45  " 

ANALYSIS  OF  WELL  NO.  2,  BRYAN,  TEXAS. 

One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 

Calcium  sulphate  45.66  grains 

Sodium  chloride   4.10  " 

Strontium  carbonate-.   0.27  " 

Iron  in  sulphate  and  carbonate  10.59  u 
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Silica  

Manganese  sulphate 
Sulphate  of  potassa 
Carbonic  acid  


small  quantity 
.  .abundant 


0.33 


7.51  grains 


Of  these  waters,  the  analyses  of  which  are  given  above,  the 
first  belongs  to  the  class  of  saline  sulphatic,  the  others  are  chaly- 
beate. 

The  following  list  of  watering  places  is  taken  from  the  Tran- 
sactions, Texas  State  Medical  Association  for  1884,  and,  together 
with  those  to  be  mentioned  below,  aie  all  that  are  known  in  our 
State  at  the  present  time.  Whether  analyses  of  these  waters 
have  been  made  or  not,  is  uncertain.  The  importance  of  having 
such  analyses  made  in  unquestionable.    The  list  is  as  follows: 

Sour  Lake,  Harden  county;  Wootan  Wells,  Kendrick  Wells, 
Fisher' s.Wells,  Robertson  county;  Burdett's  Wells,  near  Ruling; 
McQueen's  Wells,  near  Bryan;  Mineral  Wells,  Palo  Pinto  county; 
Weaver's  Wells,  Pate's  Wells,  Sulphur  Springs;  Lampasas 
Springs,  Lampasas;  Thorp  Springs,  Hood  county;  Hugh's 
Springs,  Cass  county,  Dalby  Springs,  Bowie  connty. 

Many  of  these  waters  may  be  very  valuable,  but  our  present 
ignorance  of  their  constitution  and  properties  renders  it  impossi- 
ble even  to  classify  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  owners  of 
these  waters  will  take  occasion  to  let  the  medical  world  know 
more  particulars  about  them. 

Almost  all  the  different  varieties  of  mineral  waters  are  found 
iu  the  State.  Many  of  them  are  of  unusually  fine  quality,  and 
are  comparable  with  the  most  celebrated  springs  of  this  country 
and  of  Europe.  The  use  of  mineral  waters  is  becoming  more  and 
more  general  throughout  the  civilized  world.  As  remedial 
agents,  they  sometimes  reach  complaints  and  diseases  that  the 
physician,  with  all  his  skill,  is  unable  to  cope  with.  It  would 
be  out  of  place  for  a  chemist  to  attempt  to  explain  the  therapeutic 
action  of  mineral  water,  and  therefore  I  intend  only  to  give  the 
analysis  of  those  products  of  our  State,  and  to  indicate  the  usual 
diseases  for  which  like  waters  are  elsewhere  prescribed. 

Probably  the  most  common  of  the  mineral  waters  in  Texas  are 
the  chalybeate.    Whether  iron  taken  into  the  system  by  the 
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drinking  a  water  containing  it,  is  absorbed,  or  whether  it  is  en- 
tirely excreted,  is  still  a  mooted  point  among  physicians.  There 
is  no  question,  however,  about  the  good  effects  often  produced  by 
the  use  of  these  chalybeate  waters,  whether  that  use  be  internal 
or  external.  The  iron  salts  are  very  frequently  accompanied  by 
other  constituents  that  materially  aid  their  action.  The  presence 
of  sodium  chloride,  or  sulphate,  or  carbonate,  or  free  carbonic 
acid  for  example,  are  valuable  adjuncts  to  such  waters.  Many 
female  complaints,  anaemia  from  almost  any  cause,  diseases  of  the 
skin,  ulcers,  etc.,  are  treated  successfully  by  such  waters.  Re- 
markable cures  by  the  chalybeate  waters  of  Texas  are  on  record. 
Closely  allied  to  these  are  the  alum  waters.  They  are  styptic 
and  astringent.  They  are  particularly  useful  for  external  appli- 
cation, and  are  prescribed  for  scrofula,  anaemia,  chronic  diarrhoes, 
and  various  skin  diseases.  Good  examples  of  this  kind  of  water 
are  found  in  several  parts  of  the  State,  especially  around  Frank- 
lin, Robertson  county.  Below  are  given  several  analyses  made 
in  the  laboratory  of  the  University. 

Analysis  of  chalybeate  water  No.  1  from  Franklin,  Texas. 


One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 

Sulphate  of  lime  20 . 965  grains 

Sulphate  of  iron  75.952  " 

Sulphate  of  alumina  ....13.063  " 

Sulphate  of  soda                                                  7.109  " 

Sulphate  of  potash                                               0 . 752  ' ' 

Sulphate  of  ammonia   trace 

Chloride  of  sodium                                              9.715  " 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter                                      2.041  " 


Total  grains  per  gallon  131 . 825  grains 

Reaction  of  the  water  slightly  acid. 

Analysis  of  chalybeate  water  No.  2,  from  Franklin,  Texas. 
One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 

Sulphate  of  lime   10.42  grains 

Sulphate  of  iron   8.61  " 

Sulphate  of  magnesia  >.  .  .     5.42  " 

Sulphate  of  soda   2  .64  " 
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Sulphate  of  potash   0.11  grains 

Chloride  of  sodium   3 .  GG  H 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   1 . 33  " 

Alumina  and  manganese   traces 

Analysis  of  chalybeate  water  No.  3,  from  Franklin,  Texas. 
One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 

Sulphate  of  lime   37.095  " 

Sulphate  of  iron  [  144 . 903 

Sulphate  of  alumina   4 . 998 

Sulphate  of  soda   14.143  " 

Sulphate  of  potash   2 . 560  " 

Chloride  of  sodium   9 . 035  ** 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   2 . 244  ' ' 


Total  grains  per  gallon  235.015  grains 

An  examination  of  these  three  waters  will  show  that  while  No. 
2  contains  a  moderate  amount  of  the  sulphate  of  iron,  No.  1  con- 
tains a  large  quantity,  and  No.  3  so  much  as  is  rarely  met  with 
anywhere.  No.  2  can  be  used  for  drinking,  but  the  other  two, 
when  undiluted,  are  only  good  for  bathing. 

Good  examples  of  alum  waters  are  met  with  at  Denison  and 
also  at  Franklin. 

Analysis  of  alum  water  from  Denison,  Texas.  One  gallon  of 
the  water  contains: 

Sulphate  of  alumina   26 . 850  grains 

Sulphate  of  lime   30.652  •' 

Sulphate  of  iron  ,   0.239  " 

Sulphate  of  magnesia   3.312  " 

Sulphate  of  potash   0 . 286 

Chloride  of  sodium   4 . 222 

Chloride  of  magnesium   0.140  " 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   2.735  " 


Total  grains  per  gallon   68 . 436  grains 

Analysis  of  an  alum  water  from  Franklin,  Texas.  One  gallon 
of  the  alum  water  contains: 
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Sulphate  of  alumina   30 . 005 

Sulphate  of  lime   6.217 

Sulphate  of  iron   5  651 

Sulphate  of  magnesia   2.624 

Sulphate  of  potash   0 . 548 

Sulphate  of  soda   0.898 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   2 . 887 


Total  grains  per  gallon   52 . 772 


A  class  of  mineral  waters  has  been  recently  discovered  near 
Georgetown  that  are  particularly  valuable,  and  outside  of  Bohe- 
mia and  Hungary  are  rarely  met  with.  These  waters  are  known 
as  the  strongly  sulphated  alkaline.  They  contain  large  amounts 
of  Epsom's  and  Glauber's  salts,  and  in  the  quantities  of  these 
two  constituents,  stand  between  the  celebrated  waters  of  Carls- 
bad and  the  Hunyadi  Janos,  the  latter  being  more  strongly  pur- 
gative, and  the  former  less  than  the  Georgetown.  If  the  water 
of  these  wells  were  evaporated,  there  would  be  obtained  solid 
salts  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  well-known  Crab  Orchard  salts. 

There  are  several  of  these  wells  near  Georgetown,  all  of  them 
having  about  the  same  constitution.  One  of  the  best  representa 
tive  is  the  Page  well,  the  water  of  which  was  examined  a  year 
or  two  ago. 

Analysis  of  the  Page  well,  Georgetown,  Texas.    One  gallon 


of  water  contains: 

Chloride  of  sodium   58 . 720  grains 

Bicarbonate  of  soda   1 . 225     ' ' 

Carbonate  of  lime   23 . 414  " 

Carbonate  of  iron   0.811  " 

Sulphate  of  alumina  and  potash   8.363  " 

Sulphate  of  potash   3 . 531 

Sulphate  of  soda  201 . 197  " 

Sulphate  of  magnisia   62.925 

Sulphate  of  lime  1   27 . 543 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   0.991  " 


Total  grains  per  gallon  381 . 125 
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Free  carbonic  acid  gas,  39.6  cubic  inch  per  gallon. 

Waters  like  the  above  have  been  successfully  used  for  obesity, 
catarrh  of  the  stomach,  affections  of  the  biliary  organs,  gravel, 
calculus,  etc.    They  are  usually  strongly  diuretic. 

Some  of  the  most  valuable  mineral  .waters  of  the  State  are  found 
at  Lampasas.  They  are  interesting  not  only  from  a  medical,  but 
also  from  a  physical  standpoint.  A  number  of  sulphur  springs 
exist  at  Lampasas,  and  they  may  be  divided  into  two  groups  sit- 
uated about  one  mile  apart.  Curiously  enough,  although  the 
flow  of  water  in  all  the  springs  remains  constant,  yet  the  presence 
of  sulphur  alternates  between  the  two  groups.  When  the  upper 
springs  are  strong  in  sulphur,  the  lower  ones  are  practically  free 
from  that  ingredient,  and  when  the  lower  are  snlphuretted  the 
upper  ones  are  not.  No  plausible  explanation  of  this  phenome- 
non has  been  suggested.  The  Lampasas  sulphur  waters  are 
equal  to  the  best  known.  Waters  of  this  class  are  given  in  dart- 
rous  skin  diseases,  diseases  of  the  bladder,  jaundice,  dyspepsia, 
scrofula,  syphilis,  etc. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  HANNA  SPRING,  LAMPASAS,  TEXAS. 

One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 


Hyposulphite  of  soda   0.775  grains 

Hydrosulphate  of  sodium   0.111  " 

Chloride  of  sodium  555 . 869     ' 1 

Chloride  of  potassium   10 . 287 

Chloride  of  magnesium   50 . 049     ' 1 

Chloride  of  calcium   48 . 905 

Carbonate  of  lime   34.465  " 

Sulphate  of  lime    0.951  " 

Bromide  of  magnesium   trace 

Alumina   2.286  " 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   1 . 673 


Total  grains  per  gallon   705 . 371 


Free  sulphuretted  hydrogen~gas,  5.82  cu.  in.  per  gallon. 
Free  carbonic  acid  gas,  11.80  cu.  in.  per  gallon. 
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Reaction,  faintly  acid. 

Temperature  ot  the  water,  70  degrees  F. 

Specific  gravity,  1.0074. 

ANALYSIS  OP  THE  COOPER  SPRING,  LAMPASAS,  TEXAS. 

One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 


Hyposulphite  of  soda   0.227  grains 

Hydrosulphate  of  sodium   0.827  " 

Chloride  of  sodium  346  .974  " 

Chloride  of  potassium   3.586  " 

Chloride  of  magnesium   21 .857  " 

Chloride  of  calcium   48.147  " 

Sulphate  of  lime   4.461  " 

Carbonate  of  lime   11.372  M 

Bromide  of  magnesium   trace 

Alumina   3.540  " 

Silica  and  insoluble  matter   1.673  " 


Total  grains  per  gallon  441 .  555 

Reaction,  faintly  acid. 


Temperature  of  the  water,  70  degrees  F. 
Specific  gravity,  1.007. 

The  other  springs  have  water  of  like  composition. 

Near  the  town  of  Sunset,  Texas,  there  is  a  purely  saline  water, 
which  resembles  that  of  Kreuznach,  Germany.  Waters  of  this 
kind  are  used  more  for  bathing  than  for  drinking.  They  are  pre- 
scribed for  scrofula,  anaemia,  and  skin  diseases. 

ANALYSIS  OF  SALINE  SPRING  NEAR  SUNSET,  TEXAS. 

One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 


Chloride  of  sodium   87.01  grains 

Chloride  of  magnesium   27.88  " 

Chloride  of  calcium  1 1 6 . 26     ' 1 

Sulphate  of  lime  -   48.46  " 

Carbonate  of  lime   81 . 64 


Total  grains  per  gallon  361 . 25 
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In  the  sinking  of  an  artesian  well  on  the  outskirts  of  Austin,  a 
valuable  mineral  water  was  obtained.  The  water  resembles,  in 
its  properties,  the  well  known  Vichy.  It  is  also  very  similar  to 
the  Saratoga,  except  that  the  latter  contains  much  more  common 
salt  and  less  sulphate  of  soda.  There  is  a  faint  trace  of  sulphur- 
etted hydrogen  in  the  water  which  imparts  to  it  a  slight  and  not 
unpleasant  taste.  The  water  is  warm  and  belongs  to  a  highly 
prized  class.  It  may  be  used  in  gout,  lithiasis,  affections 
of  the  liver,  catarrh,  and  obstructions  of  the  gall  duct,  in  dys- 
pepsia, chronic  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  and  diarrhoea,  in  obesity 
and  in  diabetes. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  GROOM  MINERAL  WATER,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 

One  gallon  of  the  water  contains: 


Bicarbonate  of  soda  19 . 07  grains 

Bicarbonate  of  lithia   trace  ' 1 

Carbonate  of  lime  14 . 58  ' ' 

Carbonate  of  magnesia   7 . 25  ' ' 

Sulphate  of  potash   1 . 67  " 

Sulphate  of  aoda  51.01  * ' 

Sulphate  of  lime   2.15  " 

Chloride  of  sodium  17.35  " 

Bromide  of  sodium   0 . 34  * 1 

Iodide  of  sodium   0 . 03  ' ' 

Phosphate  of  soda   0 . 06  ' ' 

Sulphale  of  strontia   0 . 59  " 

Sulphate  of  baryta   trace 

Alumina   0.04  " 

Oxide  of  iron   0.02  " 

Silica   1.16  " 


Total  grains  per  gallon  118 . 32 


Free  carbonic  acid  gas,  79.  12  cu.  in.  per  gallon. 

Free  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  0.15  cu.  in.  per  gallon. 

Temperature  of  the  water,  884egrees  F. 

An  examination  of  the  analysis  given  above  will  show  that 
Texas  is  rich  not  only  in  the  number  of  its  mineral  waters,  but 
also  in  their  quality. 
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Correspondence. 

FURTHER  SUCCESS  WITH  POTASSII  iMTRAS  IN  CHILL. 

Laredo,  Texas,  April  15,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV s  Texas  Medual  Journal: 

I  wish  to  add  my  testimony  to  that  of  Dr.  Hunter,  regard- 
ing the  value  of  pot.  nit.  I  was  called,  on  March  22,  to  see  a 
gentleman,  a  recent  resident  of  the  Mississippi  valley.  Gave  a 
history  of  chronic  malaria  for  past  four  years.  Condition  was 
intensely  jaundiced.  At  the  time  of  my  first  visit  he  was  suffer- 
ing severely  with  hepatic  colic.  A  hypodermic  of  morp.  and 
atropia  gave  him  relief;  ordered  a  saline  purgative.  Had  no 
further  trouble  until  next  alternate  day,  when  I  was  hastily  sum- 
moned to  find  him  suffering  with  a  decided  chill,  hepatic  colic 
writh  plainly  marked  fecal  obstructions  in  the  region  of  the  um- 
bilicus. Gave  hypodermic  for  relief  of  pain  and  succeded  in  remov- 
ing the  obstruction  by  large  enemas  of  olive  oil,  followed  by  sa- 
lines. Patient  passed  between  forty  and  sixty  gall-stones  in 
twelve  hours.  Next  day  gave  large  doses  of  quinia  per  mouth 
and  rectum,  but  on  the  following  day,  at  10  a.  m.,  patient  had  a 
severe  chill,  followed  by  a  temperature  of  106°  axilla;  reduced 
the  temperature  by  hypodermics  of  antipyrine.  On  the  next 
chill  day  ordered  nothing  but  pot.  nit.,  grs.  xxx,  at  6  a.  m.,  grs. 
xxx  at  chill  time.  Result,  no  chill  since;  jaundice  of  one  year's 
standing  entirely  gone;  skin  cleared  up;  appetite  good;  says  that 
he  feels  better  than  he  felt  has  for  four  years.  I  attribute  this 
result  to  two  things;  to  potassi  nitras  and  to  the  matchless  and 
wonderful  climate  of  Laredo.  L.  W.  Cock,  M.  D. 


NITRATE  POTASSA  IN  CHILLS. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  May  12,  1890. 
Editor  DanieV  s  'lexas  Medical  Journal: 

Dear  Sir: — To  answer  fully  and  specifically  the  great  number 
of  communications  received   from  physicians  throughout  the 
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country,  asking  additional  information  relative  to  the  use  of  po- 
tassa  nitras  in  malarial  affections,  would  necessitate  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  greater  part  of  my  time.  I  will  say  in  brief  that  I 
have  treated  more  than  two  hundred  cases  of  chronic  chills  of  ma- 
larial origin,  from  a  few  months  to  years  standing;  many  compli- 
cated with  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  dropsy,  jaundice, 
etc.,  all  more  or  less,  emaciated  and  anemic.  Nearly  every  case 
was  cured  with  a  single  dose  of  potassa  nitras.  From  two  to  fif- 
teen grains  of  the  salt,  according  to  age,  dissolved  in  a  half  ounce 
of  water,  administered  just  prior  to  the  chill  or  during  its  con- 
tinuence,  did  not  only  abort  the  chill,  but  effectually  prevented 
its  recurrence.  In  order  to  test  the  value  of  the  remedy  I  em- 
ployed no  subsequent  treatment,  but  left  the  restoration  of  health 
( which  was  in  nearly  every  instance  rapid  and  satisfactory)  to  the 
vis  medicatfix  naturce. 

I  am  fully  assured  that  from  two  to  fifteen  grains  of  potassa 
nitras  will  usually  abort  or  arrest  a  chill  arising  from  any  cause. 
A  large  dose  is  not  well  borne  by  the  stomach,  and  frequently, 
in  my  hands,  caused  alarming  and  distressful  symptoms,  by  pro- 
ducing a  prolonged  depression  of  the  heart's  action.  Iam 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  D.  Hunter,  M.  D., 
352  Tulane  Avenue. 


Society  Notes. 


TERRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

This  flourishing  society  holds  its  meetings  twice  a  month;  1st 
and  3rd  Mondays.  President,  Dr.  J.  A.  Anthony;  Secretary,  Dr. 
E.  E.  Smiley. 

Paper  on  "Rotheln,"  by  Dr.  Nelson;  held  that  it  is  a  distinc- 
tive disease;  but  sometimes  associated  with  measles  and  scarle- 
tina,  and  often  mistaken  for  the  latter.  Relapses  are  frequent, 
with  arrest  of  renal  secretion,  and  is  rebellious  to  treatment. 

Dr.  Stroud  reported  a  case  of  jaundice,  in  which  there  was 
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complete  suppression  of  urine;  yielded  to  hot  baths,  fl.  ex.  digitalis 
and  potas  bi-tart.  Speaking  of  jaundice,  Dr.  Inabnit  said  "black 
jaundice  is  a  misnomer  and  conveys  no  idea  of  the  pathology  of 
the  disease;  malignant  jaundice  is  the  proper  name."  [Malarial 
haematuria? — Ed.] 

Dr.  Nelson  asked  what  had  been  the  experience  of  members 
this  season  in  the  use  of  quinine  in  the  fevers  of  the  country? 
Drs.  Inabnit,  Anthony  and  Jones  had  not  found  it  as  satifactory 
as  in  former  years.  Drs.  Dumas  and  Strain  had  seen  no  differ- 
ence. 

Dr.  Dumas  reported  a  case  of  gun-shot  wound  of  the  liver; 
ball  entered  to  right  of  and  below  the  enciform  cartilege;  ball  not 
found;  subsequent  fluctuation  showed  the  presence  of  pus, — as- 
pirated and  evacuated  a  large  quantity  of  pus.  Patient  recovered 
and  experienced  no  inconvenience  from  the  presence  of  the  ball. 

Dr.  Smiley  reported  a  case  of  erysipelas  of  lower  limb  treated 
successfully  with  campho  phenique  locally.  Gave  but  little  in- 
ternal treatment,  as  he  desired  to  test  the  value  of  this  new  rem- 
edy. Dr.  Fry  said,  this  success  with  local  treatment  overthrows 
the  theory  of  blood  poison, — which,  necs^arily,  creates  a  consti- 
tutional trouble,  and  he  could  not  depend  alone  on  any  local 
treatment.  Dr.  Nelson  thought  that  in  the  lighter  cases  and  su- 
perficial, local  treatment  could  be  relied  upon. 

Dr.  Strain  amputated  the  leg  in  upper  third  as  a  dernier  ressort 
in  a  case  of  gangrene  from  blood  poison;  patient  much  emaciated, 
and  death  without  the  operation  certain.    Patient  recovered. 

For  carbuncle  Dr.  White  recommended  carbolic  acid  and  co- 
caine injected  into  the  tumor.  Dr.  Orr,  in  a  paper  on  the  "germ 
theory",  held  that  the  "germs"  are  the  result  and  not  the  cause 
of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Orr  has  found  that  of  late  years  gonorrhoea  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  cure  than  formerly;  the  remedies,  formerly  successful,  now 
produced  little  or  no  satifactory  results.  Dr.  Inabnit  recom- 
mended him  to  try  40  grs.  [?]  of  chloral  hydrate  to  the  ounce  of 
water  as  an  injection;  he  had  found  it  eminently  satisfactory. 

For  an  obstinate  case  of  parotitis  Dr.  Smiley  recommended  local 
application  of  fluid  ext.  Phytolacca  as  a  stimulating  absorbant  to 
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the  glaudular  system.  Dr.  Orr  preferred  muriate  ammonia  sc.  iii 
to  the  ounce  of  water. 

Dr.  Sanders  called  attention  to  the  great  value  of  gelsemium 
internally  in  intermittent  fevers,  in  phthisis,  and  as  a  uterine  lax- 
ative [?],  and  claimed  that  it  is  also  the  best  application  for  rhus- 
toxicodendron-poisoning — one  application  being  sufficient  gen- 
erally. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Stroud  read  an  essay  on  abdominal  surgery,  and 
dwelt  upon  the  advantage  of  uniting  severed  intestines  by  means 
of  the  decalcified  bone  plate. 

A  new  use  for  iodide  of  potas.  Dr.  Smiley  said,  was  to  prescribe 
two  grains  to  half  a  glass  of  water  for  frontal  headache.  The 
patient  must  take  the  whole,  slowly  with  a  teaspoon  at  bedtime. 
Next  morning  the  patient  will  be  seized  with  a  paroxysm  of 
sneezing  and  will  discharge  large  quantities  of  muco-pus  [?]  from 
the  nose,  with  immediate  relief.  Quinine  and  Dovers  powder 
will  check  excessive  action. 

Dr.  Tidwell  exhibited  a  young  man,  who,  from  jumping,  had 
become  paralized.    He  recovered  under  electricity. 

Dr.  Dumas  exhibited  a  drawing  of  an  hour  glass  contraction, 
and  an  interesting  discussion  followed — as  to  what  caused  the 
contraction;  ergot  being  accused  by  some  as  being  the  prime 
cause. 

Dr.  F.  S.  White  read  two  papers, — one  giving  an  account  of 
suicide  by  a  melancholy  inmate  of  the  lunatic  asylum,  and  the 
other  decribing  a  malformation  or  arrest  of  development  in  the 
genitalia  of  a  patient  who  had  died  in  the  asylum, — a  case  of  so- 
called  hermaphroditism.* 

B.  E.  Smiley,  Secretary. 

[Much  interest  is  taken  in  the  work  of  this  society,  and  the 
meetings  are  largely  attended.  It  should  be  a  stimulant  to  other 
local  societies. — Ed.] 


[*These  papers  were  voted  to  be  published  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Jour- 
nal, and  will  appear  in  due  time. — Ed.] 
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CHEROKEE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Regular  session,  Alto  April,  1890.  Dr.  B.  F.  Brittain,  of 
Jacksonville,  President,  Dr.  J.  K.  Frazer,  of  Rusk,  Secretary. 
After  prayer,  the  Committee  on  Collective  Investigation  of  Dis- 
ease reported  through  Chairman  J.  H.  Evans.  The  subject  in- 
vestigated was  Erysipelas.  The  answers  received  showed  a  pretty 
equal  division  of  opinion  as  to  its  aetiology,  some  claiming  germ 
origin,  some  that  it  is  a  "blood  poison,"  or  "constitutional 
trouble." 

Dr.  J.  N.  B.  Guinn,  of  Alto,  opened  discussion.  He  thought 
the  cause^tmospheric,  and  the  disease  may  develop  from  local  or 
constitutional  causes,  the  antecedents  not  inflammatory  in  most 
cases,  but  simply  febrile,  the  disease  occurring  mostly  in  spring 
and  autumn.  The  constitutional  disorder  is  secondary  and  of  an 
inflammatory  character;  is  not  contagious  but  infectious. 

Dr.  Kirksey  agreed  in  the  "atmospheric"  causation,  and  its  ac- 
tion is  mostly  confined  in  the  skin. 

Dr.  Nelson  thought  erysipelas  purely  a  local  trouble.  Dr.  Mc- 
Cord  ascribed  the  cause  to  the  presence  of  "germs,"  and  the  dis- 
ease is  both  contagious  and  infectious.  Dr.  Guinn  of  Rusk,  also 
believed  in  the  germ  causation,  and  thought  the  invasion  maybe 
resisted  by  nerve  force.  Drs.  Hunter  of  Larissa,  and  Brittain  of 
Jacksonville,  joined  in  the  discussion,  expressing  the  view  that 
the  disease  is  a  constitutional  one,  in  which  opinion  Dr.  Frazer 
concurred.  Dr.  Evans  held  to  the  germ  theory.  Dr.  Frazer 
thought  some  persons  are  more  susceptible  to  attack  than  others; 
did  not  know  what  caused  the  blood  poison;  thought  it  infec- 
tious, and  contagious  only  where  the  skin  was  abraded  or  a 
wound  exists. 

As  to  the  treatment,  there  was  a  pretty  general  unanimity  of 
opinion;  quinine  and  iron;  iron  internally  and  externally. 

The  subject  selected  for  investigation  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting  was  the  vexed  and  much  discussed  one  of  Puerperal 
Eclampsia. 

Dr.  A.  H.  McCord  read  a  paper  on  post-partem  hemorrhage. 
Dr.  Guinn,  of  Alto,  read  one  on  same  subject;  both  were  highly 
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interesting  and  instructive.  Next,  a  paper  on  typho-malarial 
fever  by  Dr.  Guinn;  one  on  general  influenza,  by  Dr.  Brittain. 
The  Doctor  gave  a  history  of  the  disease  from  the  well  known  at- 
tack of  President  Tyler  to  date,  and  thought  the  modern 
'  'grippe"  was  the  same  disease  under  another  name. 

For  the  regular  essays  at  next  meeting  were  chosen  the  follow- 
ing subjects:  "The  necessity  for  each  family  to  have  a  family 
physician," — Dr.  McCord  essayist.  "What  is  the  physical  effect 
of  Atropia" — Dr.  W.  W.  Pugh.  "Anaesthetics,  their  range  of 
usefulness,  and  the  safest  one  to  use;" — Dr.  H.  V.  Collins;  and 
"Cholera Infantum,"  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Barten. 

The  courteous  Secretary,  Dr.  Frazer,  in  transmitting  a  synop- 
sis of  the  proceedings  says:  "In  many  respects  this  was  one  of 
the  best  meetings  we  have  had;  the  members  present  manifested  a 
lively  fraternal  interest,  which  seemed  to  give  a  new  impetus  to 
their  determination  to  make  a  success  of  the  Association;  the  only 
regret  was,  that  all  the  members  were  not  present.  We  were 
honored  with  the  presence  of  quite  a  number,  including  some 
prominent  citizens  of  Alto.  The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were 
voted  the  good  citizens,  the  local  physicians  and  the  Grange,  for 
their  kindness.  The  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  New  Birming- 
ham on  the  2nd  Thursday  in  July,  at  10  a.  m." 

"We  are  trying  to  teach  the  laity  the  objects  and  importance 
of  these  meetings;  and  they  take  great  interest  in  our  sittings." 

Laredo,  the  Gate  to  Mexico. — Some  of  the  physicians  at 
Laredo  are  considerably  exercised  because  the  State  Health  Offi- 
cer has  not  appointed  a  qnarantine  officer  at  that  post.  Only  a 
guard  is  kept  there,  and  the  Tournal  is  informed  that  the  guard 
will  stop  a  case  of  small-pox  or  other  contagious  disease  and  tele- 
phone for  a  doctor;  no  doctor  will  answer  the  call  because  there 
is  no  provision  for  his  fee;  and  hence,  it  is  represented  to  the 
Journal  that  it  is  not  unlikely  that,  as  there  is  practically  no 
restrictions  on  the  nomadic  Mexicans — an  epidemic  of  small-pox 
may  be  lighted  up  at  any  time.  Dr.  Rutherford,  we  learn,  has 
been  appealed  to,  but  so  far  has  not  redressed  the  grievance.  He 
should  look  into  it.  Is  the  lesson  so  soon  forgotten,  taught  by 
an  outbrreak  of  yellow  fever  a  few  years  ago,  and  which  cost 
$20,000  to  suppress?  an  outbreak  in  consequence  of  withdrawing 
an  officer  at  one  point  in  the  interest  of  economy? 
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UNPLEASANT,  BUT  A  DUTY,  NEVERTHELESS. 


If  we  understand  the  mission  of  the  Medical  Journal,  it  is  to 
mould  professional  thought,  and  reflect  medical  sentiment;  and, 
pointing  out  evils  and  errors,  suggest  remedies  and  reforms;  to 
stimulate  a  healthy  interest  in  professional  progress,  and  to 
incite  to  a  high  standard  of  moral  and  professional  character. 

This  Journal  at  its  inception,  declared  its  aim  to  be  "the  ad- 
vancement, elevation  and  purification  of  the  medical  profession 
of  Texas."  We  have  to  date,  endeavored  to  carry  out  this  idea, 
and  have  ''hewed  to  the  line,"  regardless  of  where  the  chips  have 
fallen. 

That  there  are  moral  and  professional  sores  on  the  body  medi- 
cal— goes  without  saying.  Whether  they  be  amenable  to  jour- 
nalistic treatment  remains  to  be  seen;  certain  it  is,  to  attack 
quackery  in  the  profession  is  not  so  popular  as  to  make  war  on 
the  outside  quacks. 

It  is  too  often  the  case  that  journals  are  owned  by  non-profes- 
sional publishers;  their  object  is  to  make  money;  hence  they 
must  "run  with  the  hare  and  hold  with  the  hounds;"  must  not 
offend  anybody  for  fear  of  losing  patronage.    There  is  no  remedy 
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for  this;  but  where  the  journal  is  owned  and  controlled  by  a 
professional  man — and  is  sincerely  conducted  in  the  interest  of  le- 
gitimate medicine,  if  that  journal  does  not  speak  out,  and  at- 
tack the  evils  known  to  exist  in  the  profession — who  shall  do 

so? 

We  are  in  position  to  tell  the  truth.  We  shall  indulge  in  no 
personalities,  and  intend  to  insult  no  one;  but  if  in  our  criticisms 
of  the  regular  profession;  in  pointing  out  evils  and  indicating 
needed  reforms  in  our  ranks — the  cap  should  fit  any — they  must 
wear  it.  While  we  prize  the  patronage  so  generously  bestowed 
on  our  efforts,  we  will  not  truckle  to  hold  it,  or  to  secure  addi- 
tional. 

In  our  next  will  be  an  article  in  pursuance  of  this  idea  which 
may  make  some  wince;  and  we  say  now  that  no  names  be- 
called,  the  principle,  or  the  representative  of  an  idea  or  class 
is  meant. 

Medical  associations  should  represent  the  highest  profes- 
sional and  moral  element.  We  do  not  want  every  body,  who,  by 
virtue  of  the  possession  of  a  diploma  is  recognized  as  a  member 
of  the  regular  profession.  The  aim  is,  or  should  be,  to  enroll 
every  worth}/  and  honorable  physician  in  the  State,  as  the  first 
step  in  the  winnowing  process  of  separating  the  wheat  from 
the  chaff,  and  of  consolidating  the  strength  of  the  pro- 
fession, looking  to  exerting  such  influence  with  the  legisla- 
ture as  will  secure  the  needed  protection  both  for  the  public  and 
the  profession;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  societies  being  as  much 
social  as  scientific,  in  their  character,  and  at  their  meetings  mem- 
bers are  wont  to  introduce  the  ladies  of  their  households,  a  dili- 
gent circumspection  should  govern  their  action  in  the  matter  of 
admitting  applicants  to  membership.  That  there  are  men  in 
certain  State  Medical  Associations,  in  full  fellowship,  of  ques- 
tionable moral  character,  nay,  even,  of  known  depravity,  and 
whom  a  gentleman  would  hesitate  to  introduce  in  his  family,  is 
well  known.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  there  are  some  in  the 
State  Association  who  cannot  join  the  societies  where  they  live. 

This  evil,  we  presume,  must  be  born;  at  least,  so  long  as  they 
behave  themselves  with  due  decency;  but  in  future  the  closest 
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scrutiny  into  moral  character  and  professional  integrity  should 
be  exercised  with  regard  to  applications  for  membership.  Ap- 
plicants are  taken  in,  sometimes,  with  the  mistaken  notion  that 
to  throw  the  restraint  of  the  code  around  them  will  be  to  reform 
them.  As  well  try  to  change  the  spots  of  the  leopard;  a  quack 
will  be  a  quack,  in  or  out  of  the  medical  associations;  and  having 
already  some  of  that  stamp  in  the  State  organizations,  care  should 
be  exercised  to  prevent  the  admittance  of  others: 


W.  P.  BURTS,  M.  I).,  PRESIDENT  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


Dr.  Burts,  the  President  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, whose  portrait  graces  this  edition  of  the  Journal,  was  born 
at  Green  Meadow,  Washington  county,  Tennessee.  He  was  born 
on  his  father's  faim — "Green  Meadow,"  December  7,  1827.  He 
had  only  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  schools  of  the  country 
at  that  early  day,  until  he  was  "a  good  sized  boy,"  when  he  was 
sent  to  Martin  Academy  at  Jonesboro.  Here  he  studied  Latin, 
Greek,  French  and  Mathematics;  later  he  entered  Washington 
College,  and  afterwards  he  spent  three  years  at  Tuscumbia  Col- 
lege, Tenn.  When  in  his  senior  year  at  this  college  he  was  seized 
with  a  desire  to  go  to  California,  and  quit  college  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  his  parents  offered  so  much  opposition  that  the  inten- 
tion was  reluctantly  abandoned,  and  the  study  of  medicine  was 
begun. 

After  a  course  of  preparatory  reading  he  matriculated  at  Gen- 
eva Medical  College,  New  York,  and  graduated  there  in  1852. 
He  begun  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Tazewell, 'Virginia,  the 
same  year,  and  continued  there  until  1858,  when  [he  immigrated 
to  Texas,  settling  in  the  then  small  village  of  Fort  Worth.  Here 
he  has  resided  and  practiced  medicine  to  date. 

When  in  1882  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  met  in  Fort 
Worth,  Dr.  Burts  was  elected  First  Vice-President.  He  is  one 
of  the  oldest  members  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
its  affairs.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for 
the  last  meeting  he  gave  great  satisfaction.    At  the  Honston 
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meeting,  April,  1885,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Surgery, 
and  made  an  elaborate  and  very  able  address,  reviewing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  science  for  the  last  two  decades.  This  is  published 
in  the  Transactions  of  that  session.  He  has  served  as  President 
of  the  Fort  Worth  and  Tarrant  County  Medical  and  Surgical 
Society,  and  also  of  the  North  Texas  (District)  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  is  an  old  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  has  several  times  represented  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association  as  a  delegate  to  that  body.  As  a  token  of  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  confreres — at  the  last  meeting  he  was, 
by  acclamation,  elected  to  the  highest  office  within  their  gift. 

Dr.  Burts  is  universally  esteemed  as  an  able  physician,  and  his 
practice  extends  over  a  large  area  of  North  Texas,  he  being  fre- 
quently called  in  consultation  hundreds  of  miles  from  Fort  Worth. 
As  a  citizen  and  a  physician  he  is  universally  respected,  and  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  honors  itself  in  his  election  as 
President. 


THE  END  OF  VOLUME  FIVE. 


This  issue  completes  the  fifth  year  of  the  Journal's  existence. 
It  has  prospered,  thanks  to  the  generous  support  of  the  better 
class  of  Texas  physicians;  and  in  taking  a  retrospect,  upon  the 
whole,  the  management  has  reason  to  congratulate  itself,  and 
nothing  to  regret.  We  shall  continue  to  strive  by  an  upright, 
straightforward  and  independent  course,  to  merit  a  continuation  of 
the  support, "moral  and  pecuniary,  bestowed  upon  us;  and  to  make 
the  Journal,  as  a  representative  of  Texas  medicine  and  an  ex- 
ponent of  its  best  phases,  a  welcome  visitor  in  the  office  of  the 
active  practitioner;  to  make  it  a  suggestive  help  to  him  in  his 
labors,  and  at  the  same  time  a  "newspaper"  of  the  profession;  to 
keep  the  reader  posted,  not  only  on  medicine  and  medical  prac- 
tice, but  as  to  what  the  organized  branch  or  branches  are  doing, 
by  the  publication  of  their  proceedings,  and  official  announce- 
ments and  papers,  and  also  news  affecting  the  social  and  profes- 
sional status  of  the  physicians  throughout  the  State. 

We  make  our  bow,  and  solicit  a  prompt  renewal  of  subscrip- 
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tions.  If  our  labors,  which  have  borne  good  fruit,  as  witnessed 
by  the  extensive  organization  effected  throughout  the  State,  have 
met  your  approval,  give  the  Journal  the  advantage  of  your  sup- 
port and  influence.  It  will  ever  strive  for  the  advancement  and 
elevation  of  legitimate  medicine;  and  having  no  fears,  and  asking 
no  favors,  it  will  be  as  ever,  ''independent  in  all  things  and  neu- 
tral in  nothing' '  that  touches  the  interest  of  the  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  medical  profession  of  the  State. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 


By  resolution  adopted  at  the  Fort  Worth  meeting  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  secure  the  name,  postofHce  address,  aud  date  of  death  of  every 
member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  who  has  died 
since  organization  to  date,  together  with  the  year  when  ad- 
mitted to  membership;  and  to  publish  the  same  in  the  forthcom- 
ing Transactions.  (At  the  same  meeting  a  resolution  was  adopted 
setting  aside  an  hour  on  the  first  day  of  each  annual  meeting  for 
memorial  services  in  honor  of  the  dead  members;  hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  correct  list.) 

This  is  a  herculean  task  imposed  on  the  Secretary,  and  he  calls 
on  the  members  to  help  him ;  especially  the  older  members  who 
have  data  as  to  members  deceased  before  his  connection  with  the 
Association.  Any  one  therefore  knowing  the  facts  in  regard  to 
any  one  or  more  of  the  deceased  members,  will  confer  a  favor  on 
the  Secretary  and  on  the  Association  by  communicating  them  to 
the  Secretary  at  once. 

F.  K.  Daniel,  Secretary, 

Austin,  Texas. 

In  this  connection  it  is  but  just  and  right  to  remind  members 
that  a  resolution  was  also  adopted  authorizing  the  Secretary  to 
send  the  Transactions  only  to  those  who  have  paid  their  dues. 
Should  any  fail  to  get  this  handsome  volume  (with  portrait  of 
President  elect,)  they  will  know  the  reason  why;  and  must  not 
think  hard  of  their  clever  and  obliging  Secretary  for  obeying 
orders.    Remit  to  him,  or  to  Treasurer  J.  L,arendon,  Houston. 
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Fiat  Justitia. — In  our  last  issue  appeared  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Leake,  submitted  to  the  Journal  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  use  of 
certain  words.  In  the  editorial  comments  there  on,  Dr.  Leake 
feels  that  injustice  was  done  him,  and  that  said  remarks  detracted 
from  the  value  of  certain  published  papers.  It  affords  us  pleas- 
ure to  say  that  the  Doctor  has  both  misapprehended  our  meaning 
and  our  animus;  and  that  nothing  was  further  from  our  thoughts 
than  either  doing  him  injustice,  reflecting  on  him,  or  detracting 
from  the  merits  of  his  papers.  The  word  "hypocritical"  to 
which  reference  was  made  was,  so  we  are  informed,  a  clerical 
error;  "hypercritical"  being  the  word  intended,  and  dictated  to 
his  typewriter.  For  the  Doctor  we  have  the  highest  regard,  both 
as  a  gentleman  and  a  physician,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  "set 
him  right,"  before  the  profession 


Medical  News  and  Miscellany 


Dr.  H.  K.  Leake,  of  Dallas,  left  for  Europe  on  the  12th.  He 
goes  to  Birmingham  to  study  gynecology,  and  will  be  with  Mr. 
Tait  all  summer. 


Prof.  F.  L.  Sim,  of  the  Memphis  Medical  Monthly  was  elected 
President  of  the  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors  at  the 
recent  Nashville  meeting.  Good! 


Prof.  Emory  Lamphear  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  Or- 
thopaedic Surgery  in  the  Kansas  City  Medical  College.  This 
flourishing  School  had  31  matriculants  for  fall  course,  as  early  as 
June  1. 

Dr.  E.J.  Be  all,  of  Fort  Worth,  left  on  10th  inst.,  for  Europe, 
via  New  York.  He  will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association  at  Birmingham,  and  later  (August)  the  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  at  Berlin. 


Dr.  W.  B.  Anderson  has  removed  from  Rices'  Crossing,  Wil- 
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liamson  county,  to  Llano;  Dr.  H.  S.  Robertson,  from  Lockhart  to 
Yoakum;  Dr.  J.  M.  Borders,  from  Sexton  to  Fort  Worth;  Dr.  Z. 
T.  Bundy,  from  Midlothian  to  Waxahachie. 


The  advertisement  of  the  Chattanooga  Medical  College  which 
appeared  first  in  our  May  number,  was  received  too  late  to  be 
1  'noticed."  We  call  attention  to  it  now,  and  advise  students  to 
investigate  the  claims  of  this  Southern  school  before  matriculat- 
ing. Chattanooga  is  certainly  a  delightful  place  in  summer  and 
winter;  and  to  study  there,  would  be  a  luxury. 


The  Reporter  Takles  the  Medical  Profession,  and 
Makes  "Hash." — It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  average  re- 
porter is  quite  up  to  all  the  jaw-breaking  words  used  by  the 
average  doctor;  but  with  the  courteous  aid  of  an  able-bodied  (?) 
Secretary,  to  help  him  spell,  and  to  give  him  points,  it  would  seem 
that  the  reporter  would  make  a  little  closer  guess  at  what  is  go- 
ing on,  whereof  he  essays  to  "report,"  than  the  following:  (this 
is  copied  verbatim  from  the  Fort  Worth  paper.) 

"Dr.  B.  J.  Ward,  of  Waxahachie,  read  a  peculiar  and  able 
paper,  entitled  "Is  Dentition  Invention  to  be  used  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Placenta  Praevia?" 

[The  title  was—  "Is  dentition  a  factor  in  the  production  of  in- 
fantile diseases?"] 

We  learn  that  the  reporter  soaked  his  head  two  hours  that 
night,  and  thus  refreshed,  felt  equal  to  next  day's  battles.  So  he 
reports: 

"Dr.  R.  H.  I/.  Bibb  who  exhibited  a  trahlectomy  tube  where- 
in it  had  remained  for  a  long  time  in  the  Section  on  Surgery  was 
on  motion  requested  to  prepare  his  explanation  of  the  same  for 
reference  to  the  publishing  committee." 

[Dr.  Bibb  exhibited  a  tracheotomy  tube,  taken  from  the  trachea 
of  a  patient,  where,  through  negligence  of  a  former  attendent,  it 
had  been  left,  and  the  "exhibition"  took  place  in  the  Section  on 
Surgery.] 

This  reporter,  we  learn,  is  still  at  large. 
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The  Patience  of  Job—  couldn't  stand  it.  Doctor  Merryman 
was  telling  Bennett  and  other  Austin  physicians  who  did  not  at- 
tend the  meeting,  all  about  it.  and  amongst  other  things  said: 

liDanels  was  as  polite  as  a  dancing  master.  With  one  eye  on 
the  speaker  during  a  discussion,  and  one  hand  taking  down  his 
remarks — he  managed  to  answer  fifty  thousand  questions  at  the 
same  time,  all  on  different  subjects, — and  he  gave  every  one  a 
patient,  thorough  courteous  and  satifactory  answer  every  time.  I 
never  saw  him  lose  his  patience  but  once. ' ' 

"When  was  that,"  said  Bennett. 

"It  was  after  adjournment,  when  he  was  trying  to  .straighten  up 
the  papers  on  his  desk,  preparatory  to  going  to  dinner.  While  beset 
with  reporters,  and  by  members  asking  "if  their  applications  had 
been  acted  on,"  and  "what  had  become  of  their  diplomas,"  and 
numerous  other  questions  that,  really,  he  ought  to  answer;  at  the 
same  time  dictating  for  two  or  three  reporters— and  as  hungry  as 
— well,  as  hungry  as  he  looks,"  said  the  fat  old  rogue,  shaking 
his  round  sides.  "He  had  given  the  reporter  everything  asked 
for,  and  spelled  it  for  him;  till  finely — 

'What  was  name  of  the  doctor  that  was  elected  First  Vice-Pres- 
ident and  resigned?'  said  the  sad-eyed  reporter. 

"That  was  Dr.  Fort,  of  Paris;  Dr.  J.— M.— Fort,"  said  the 
Secretary,  patiently,  but  with  a  suppressed  yawn. 

"Doctor — H.  M.  Post,  did  you  say,  Doctor?" 

"No!  Doctor— J— M— Fort— !" 

"How  do  you  spell  Fort?"  said  the  indefatigable  pencil  shover. 

"Then  Danels  let  down.  He  fell  into  a  chair,  and  fanning^ 
himself  with  the  last  paper  read  in  the  last  Section — replied — 
'F!  O!  R!  T! — FORT!  !  My  lord,  man!  how  else  would  or  COULD 
you  spell  Fort?' 

"I  have  he-aird  it  spelt  with  a  P!"  said  the  reporter. 


An  Indicatory  Rostrtm. — Dr.  F.  J.  Lutz,  (St.  Louis  Cou- 
rier of  Medicine)  speaking  of  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  Association  says:  '  'I  believe  the  rostrum  will  show 
that  about  175  members  registered." 

We  would  like  to  "get  onto"  that  arrangement  in  operation  in 
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the  Missouri  Medical  Association,  by  which  the  rostrum  is  made 
to  indicate  how  many  members  registered.  At  our  meetings  the 
difficulty  is  to  get  members  to  register;  out  of  the  estimated  five 
hundred  in  attendance  at  Fort  Worth,  first  and  last,  seventy- 
eight  by  actual  count,  registered  their  names.  Now,  if  the  "ros- 
trum" could  be  made  not  only  to  make  members  register,  but  to 
show  afterwards,  how  many  registered,  a  rostrum  should  become 
a  part  and  parcel  of  even-  Secretary's  outfit.  We  presume  the 
rostrum  of  the  Missouri  Medical  Association  arranged  to  show 
ever  so  long  after  the  meeting  the  number  of  members  who  were 
present  and  had  registered,  was  furnished  by  the  arrangement 
committee;  (or  is  it  a  patent?)  if  so,  Brother  Sears,  at  Waco, 
Chairman  of  the  Arrangement  Committee  for  our  next  meeting 
should  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  Association  with  a  view  of  borrowing  it,  or  of  get- 
ting one  like  it.  We  are  a  little  puzzed  to  understand  this  thing. 
Perhaps  all  the  members  (175)  of  the  Missouri  Medical  Associa- 
tion wTere  assembled  at  one  time  on  the  rostrum  and  an  instan- 
taneous photo  was  taken  of  them?  No,  this  would  have  shown 
how  many  were  present  on  the  rostrum  at  one  time;  but  how  did 
it  show  how  many  had  registered?  Don't  you  suppose  Brother 
Lutz  meant  "roster?" 


Book  Notices. 


The  Physicians  Visiting  List.    Philadelphia,  P.  Blakiston 
Son  &  Co. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  visiting  lists  published.  It  has  been  ir 
existence  thirty-eight  years  -d 


Nervous  Syphilis,  by  H.  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.}  of  Philadel- 
phia.   Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Some  Fallicies  Concerning  Syphilis,  by  E.  I,.  Keyes,  M. 
D.,  New  York.    Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.' 
These  two  little  books  belong  to  the  Leisure  Library  series 

and  are  valuable  productions.    Twenty-five  cents  each. 
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Medical  and  Surgical  Memoirs — Containing  investigations  on 
*  Geographical  Distribution,  Causes,  Nature,  Relation  and  Treat- 
ment of  Various  Diseases,  from  1855  to  1890.  By  Joseph  Jones, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  Med- 
cal  Department  of  Tulane  University  of  Louisiana  at  New  Or- 
leans.   Vol.  III.,  in  two  parts.    Illustrated  by  eight  chromo- 
lithographic  plates,  twenty-one  maps  and  charts,  twenty-two 
extensive  and  elaborate  tables  and  seventeen  engravings.  New 
Orleans,  La.:  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  150  Washington  Avenue, 
corner  Camp  street,  Fourth  District.  1890.  All  rights  reserved. 
Parts  I.  and  II.  of  vol.  III.  of  Prof.  Jones'  Memoirs  are  before 
the  reviewer.    These  parts  contain  some  800  or  1000  pages  each, 
besides  a  great  number  of  useful  maps,  charts  and  tables.  A 
number  of  fine  colored  plates  are  to  found  in  these  books.  The 
Medical  and  Surgical  Memoirs  of  Prof.  Jones  is  a  miscellaneous 
work  of  very  great  value.    It  contains  the  best  information  on 
all  public  matters  relating  to  hygiene  and  sanitation,  and  gives  a 
history  and  the  practical  operation  of  quarantine  laws  during  the 
epidemics  in  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere.    The  work  contains  a 
good  deal  of  original  investigation;  in  fact,  embraced  therein  is 
the  entire  life-work  of  the  author  on  all  subjects  of  scientific 
character  during  an  active  professional  career  of  over  thirty-five 
years.    Prof.  Jones  is  one  of  the  hardest  workers  and  most  pains- 
taking writers  of  the  age.    This  work  should  be  in  the  library  of 
every  well  regulated  physician  for  reference  and  study.  B. 


Ophthalmology  and  Ophthalmoscopy  for  Practitioners  and 
Students  of  Medicine,  by  Hermann  Schmidt-Rimpler,  Profes- 
sor of  Ophthalmology  and  director  of  the  Ophthalmological 
Clinic  in  Marburg.  Translated  from  the  third  German  revised 
edition,  edited  by  D.  B.  St.  John-Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  New 
York.  183  wood  cuts  and  three  colored  plates,  pp.  564,  New 
York:    Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  1889. 

This  is  a  standard  work  well  suited  to  the  general  practitioner 
as  well  as  to  the  specialist.  The  fact  that  St.  John-Roosa  has 
had  the  editing  of  this  edition  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  the 
American  profession.    Schmidt-Rimpler  has  been  well  and  favor- 
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ably  known  a  long  time.  The  publishers,  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
seldom  touch  anything  but  the  best.  The  book,  altogether,  is 
what  the  profession  has  a  right  to  expect,  coming  from  such 
source. 

The  chapter  on  errors  of  refraction  is  specially  comprehensive. 

B. 


A  Text-Book  of  Practical  Medicine,  designed  for  the  use  of 
Students  and  Practitioners  of  Medicine.  By  Alfred  L.  Loomis, 
M.  D.,  IX.  D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and  Practical  Medicine 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  Visiting  Physician  to  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  etc. 
Eighth  edition.  Revised  and  enlarged,  with  215  illustrations. 
New  Yoik,  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  1889. 

This  wTork  has  been  thoroughly  revised  and  rewritten.  About 
fifty  pages  have  been  added,  making  in  all  1174  pages.  Many 
important  changes  have  been  made.  Among  these  aie  "brief 
descriptions  of  the  more  frequent  pathological  processes  and  de- 
tailed statements  of  the  methods  employed  in  bacteriological 
study,  with  an  enumeration  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics 
of  those  micro-organisms  which  at  the  present  time  are  regarded 
as  pathogenic.  Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the  list  of 
diseases  considered."  In  fact,  the  book  is  up  to  date  in  every 
respect.  It  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  a  standard  work,, 
which  is  almost  enough  to  say  of  any  production.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  writer,  Loomis'  Practice  is  one  of  the  best  published. 

B. 


A  Text-Book  of  Animal  Physiology,  with  introductory  chap- 
ters on  General  Biology  and  a  lull  treatment*of  Reproduction, 
for  students  of  Human  and  Comparative  (veterinary)  Med- 
icine and  of  General  Biology.  By  Wesley  Mills,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
L.  R.  C.  P.  (Eng.),  Prof,  of  Physiology  injMcGill  University 
and  the  Veterinary  College,  Montreal.  Over  500  illustrations. 
New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.;  pp.  690.  1889. 
It  can  be  said  of  this  work  that  it  is  original  in  so  far  as  it  dis- 
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cusses  the  subjects  of  human  and  animal  physiology  jointly, 
making  the  work  suitable  alike  for  medical  and  veterinary  stu- 
dents. It  is  really  a  scientific  production,  and  indispensable  for 
reference  and  study  to  teachers  of  physiology  as  well  as  to  vet- 
erinary surgeons  and  medical  men.  The  book  deserves  a  large 
sale.  B. 


Publishers  Notes. 


Dear  Doctor: — Your  time  is  up  with  this  number;  please  re- 
new your  subscription  promptly  and  oblige.    Yours  truly, 

The  Editor. 


The  high  standard  of  excellence  which  the  Chas.  H.  Phillips 
Chemical  Company  have  attained  as  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
makes  their  products  worthy  of  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
medical  profession  everywhere. 

Especially  would  we  remark  of  their  preparation  of  cod  liver 
oil,  which  combines  palatability  with  comparative  stability  and 
more  nutricious  elements  than  other  emulsions,  besides  furnish- 
ing the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil  possible,  outside  the  ali- 
mentary canal.    Mention  the  Journal. 


Dr.  Hayden's  Viburnum  Compound  and  Uric  Acid  Sol- 
vent.— It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  invite  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  new  advertisement  of  the  New  York  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association  (at  Bedford  Springs,  Mass).  Of  the  numerous 
pharmaceutical  preparations  on  the  market  in  the  way  of  ready- 
made  prescriptions  for  the  use  of  the  profession,  we  know  of  few 
or  none  |that  are  more  popular,  especially  in  the  South,  than 
those  prepared  by  this  company.  The  value  of  the  several  spe- 
cies of  viburnum  is  admitted  by  all  experienced  physicians;  and 
Dr.  Hayden,  being  a  physician  himself  of  vast  leaning  and  ex- 


Facts  about  Campho-Phenique. 


Campho-Phenique  in  Diseases  of  Women. 
Dr.  Walter  B.  Dorsett,  Superintendent  Female  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  says: 
As  a  local  germicide,  applied  to  the  cervical  canal  in  early  cases  of  gonor- 
rhoea in  women,  Campho  Phenique  prevents  endometritis  and  salphyngitis, 
and  when  used  upon  open  chancroidal  buboes,  it  promotes  early  granulation 
and  healing. 

Dr.  P.  P.  Price,  Professor  Clinical  Gynecology,  Urinary  and  Rectal  Dis- 
eases Electric  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  writes:  Having  used  Campho- 
Phenique  with  wonderful  success  in  my  practice  for  the  past  year  in  the 
treatment  of  rectal,  vaginal  and  uterine  diseases,  I  deem  it  but  just  to  you 
that  I  give  this  expression  of  my  gratitude  for  the  great  benefits  derived 
from  so  valuable  a  remedy  as  Campho-Phenique.  I  regard  it  as  a  powerful 
antiseptic  and  local  anEesthetic. 

Dr.  Walter  Coles,  late  President  St.  Louis  Obstetrical  Society,  writes:  I  am 
much  pleased  with  Campho-Phenique.  Its  property  of  obtunding  pain,  in 
conjunction  with  its  antiseptic  and  local  alterative  effects,  renders  it  an  ad- 
mirable agent,  when  applied  undiluted,  in  the  treatment  of  erosions  about 
the  os  uteri,  and  chronic  ulcers  and  fissures  of  the  anus.  Mixed  with  vase- 
line it  may  be  applied  as  a  permanent  dressing  on  absorbent  cotton.  Diluted 
with  vaseline  or  lanoline  it  is  an  efficient  and  agreeable  application  in  many 
skin  diseases. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Knott,  Argos,  Ind.,  writes:  Campho-Phenique  is  superior  to  any 
application  I  have  ever  used  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  cases  of  ulceration 
of  the  os  uteri;  in  fact,  it  is  the  only  agent  I  have  ever  found  that  would 
cure  such  cases.  Two  cases  were  of  two  years  standing  and  had  resisted 
the  most  skillful  treatment.  Each  was  healed  nicely  with  Campho  Phenique, 
and  the  patients  relieved  of  what  had  been  a  loathsome  disease. 


Campho-Phenique  in  Surgical  rractice. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Grayson,  Surgeon  to  St.  Mark's  Railroad  Hospital,  Venice,  Ills., 
says:  I  have  used  Campho-Phenique  in  all  sorts  of  surgical  procedures  and 
believe  it  to  be  the  best  antiseptic  known.  I  find  it  non-irritating,  non- 
poisonous  and  highly  germicidal.  It  corrects  offensive  odors  and  facilitates 
healing.  In  a  word,  Campho-Phenique  is  the  only  antiseptic  agent  I  am. 
acquainted  with  that  possesses  all  the  good  qualities  without  any  of  the  bad. 
It  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  in  erysipelatous  affections. 


Campho-Phenique  in  General  Practice. 
Dr.  S.  T.  Yount,  President  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  writes:  I  have- 
given  Campho-Phenique  a  careful  and  thorough  trial  in  a  great  variety  of 
cases,  and  find  it  better  than  any  known  remedy  I  have  heretofore  used.  I 
have  treated  two  cases  of  empyema  with  the  most  satisfactory  results  by  the 
use  of  your  remedy.  I  can  cheerfully  endorse  it  as  the  best  antiseptic, 
germicide  and  disinfectant  now  in  the  market,  and  also  can  recommend  it 
to  the  general  practitioner  as  the  very  thing  he  needs  for  the  various  wounds,, 
sores  and  injuries  he  may  be  called  upon  to  treat. 
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perience,  has  compounded  the  several  species  and  other  remedies 
so  as  to  get  the  best  effects  of  all.  The  range  of  therapeutic  ap- 
plication is  wide,  but  in  the  numerous  uterine  troubles,  where 
viburnum  is  indicated,  this  preparation  finds  its  most  brilliant 
field  of  action.  A  handsome  book,  entitled  "Our  Southern 
Friends,"  giving  a  large  number  of  testimonials  from  Southern 
physicians,  will  be  sent  free,  as  will  also,  samples,  on  application. 
Mention  the  Journal. 


SPECIAL  ATTENTION 


Is  directed  to  the  advertisements  in  the  Journal;  they  are 
well  worth  reading.  By  reading  them  the  profession  are  in- 
formed of  many  matters  of  interest,  and  w7e  are  careful  to  insert 
none  but  those  known^to  be  reliable. 

W§gr  We  respectfully  request  readers,  in  corresponding  with  ad- 
vertisers, to  mention  the  Journal. 

Advertising  Rates  in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal 
— The  representative  journal  of  the  Texas  profession,  and  the 


best  advertiser  extant: 

One  page  1  year   $75  00 

One-half  page  1  year,  or  1  page  six  months   45  00 

One-fourth  page  1  year,  or  }4  page  three  months  ....  25  00 

One-eighth  page  1  year   15  00 

One-half  page  6  months   25  00 

One-fourth  page  6  months   15  00 

One-eighth  page  6  months   10  00 


.Special  rates  for  preferred  space.   10  per  cent,  discount  for  ad- 
vance payments. 


This  Book  is  due  on  the  last  date  stamped 
below.  No  further  preliminary  notice 
will  be  sent.  Requests  for  renewals  must 
be  made  on  or  before  the  date  of  expiration. 


DUE 


RETURNED 
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A  fine  of  twenty-five  cents  will  be  charged  for 
each  week  or  fraction  of  a  week  the  book  is 
retained  without  the  Library's  authorization. 


